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Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing on the internet.
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Editorial
Park West Camera Club is
about to turn 80 years old.
That’s amazing!
I was president of Park
West when we turned 50, then
60, and again when we became
70. Now, as President Emeritus, and we turn 80, I still find
it hard to believe that this Club
has lasted through thick and
thin for all these decades.
No, we’re not the oldest
Club in the City (but we are
getting older). No, we’re not
the largest Club in the metro
area (but we are still growing).
However we are one of the
most active, most vital clubs in
the vicinity (if not the most).
At this time of thanksgiving and the holiday season, I
truly want to thank everyone
who pitches in to make this
Club what it is.
Thanks to the Executive
Committee, the Club’s officers
who keep us moving onward
and upward.
Thanks to the committee
chairs and co-chairs who perform the yeoman’s portion of
the heavy lifting needed to
keep us moving toward our
future.
Thanks to all the members
who pitch in and help, compete in our competitions, attend our workshops, classes,
and field trips.
Thanks,

Chuck
December 2016
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You’re Invited to a Party

We’ll start serving dinner
around 7 p.m. Members are
expected to pitch in and help—
It’s that time of the year! Time
you will be asked to sign up
to mark your calendar and
with the Social Committee for
make your plans to attend
either set-up of the buffet taPark West Camera Club’s anbles, KP-duty during the party,
nual holiday party.
and/or clean-up after the fesThis event is scheduled for
We’ll be keeping a list (and tivities have concluded. Please
Monday night, December 19th.
This year’s Holiday Party will checking it twice) to make sure do not arrive prior to 6:30
who’s coming to our party
p.m.)
take place in the home of the
Pines (Chuck and Helen)—680 (both naughty and nice). Send
an e-mail if you’d like to atWest End Avenue, corner of
93rd Street, apartment 5D. Di- tend (or if you can’t make it—
so we know you got this mesrections may be found at the
sage) to <pwccny@aol.com>
end of the Schedule of ActiviThere will be a charge of
ties on page 42.
$15 per person to cover the
costs of the food, paper and
plastic goods, beverages, and a
few other essentials. Your
payment may be given to Helen at a Club meeting (she will
Bring your family. Bring
be accepting your cash or
your friends. Bring your apcheck—made out to PWCC) or
petite. We’ll provide the holiyou may mail your money
day cheer(fulness).
(checks only, please) to Helen
This year, our party will be
Pine at 680 West End Avenue,
catered with Italian food from
NY, NY 10025. Be sure you
Carmine’s (or possibly Buca di
send it in time to arrive well
Beppo) including salad, pasta,
before the party.
and a couple of main courses.
In addition, we’ll be providing
hors d’oeuvres (both hot and
cold), desserts (both fingerand fork-food), and beverages
(both alcoholic and soft drinks)
fit for royalty.
As a special surprise (well,
not any more!), our hosts will
All in all, this is one of the
be roasting a holiday turkey
yearly Club events that noand preparing all the trimbody should miss.
mings to go with it.
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Images of the Month
December 2016
by John Brengelman

PDI-of-the-Month
Cons Boys by Larry Rubin

Honor PDIs
Pirouette by Chuck Pine
Morsi Youth by Larry Rubin
Pepsi Slo Mo by Joan Slatkin

© Larry Rubin

Print-of-the-Month
Desolation 5 by Marvin Fink

Honor Prints
Charmed by Paul Grebanier
Red Door by Natalie Manzino
Canine Fantasy by Sal Maci

© Marvin Fink
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Cumulative Point Totals
through December 2016
by John Brengelman

Prints
Dinorah Capota
Natalie Manzino
Paul Grebanier
John Brengelman
Hedy Klein
Sal Maci
Alice Somma
Sarah Corbin
Paula Paterniti
Oggy Doytchinov
Elena Pierpont
George Hansen
Bill Apple
Madeleine Barbara
Marvin Fink
Ann Broder
Anna Cortez
Ed Lewit
Larry Rubin
Jerry Vogel
Ruth Washpan

December 2016

52
40
36
34
34
34
32
30
30
28
28
26
24
22
12
8
8
8
8
8
8

PDIs
Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!
Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thank-you
to our judge, Bill Wadman,
for his comments about
our images.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!
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Chuck Pine
Natalie Manzino
Harriet Josephs
Ed Lewit
Larry Rubin
Larry Sapadin
Madeleine Barbara
Carole de Beer
Joan Slatkin
Bill Apple
Christine Doyle
George Hansen
Hedy Klein
Marty Smith
Jerry Vogel
John Brengelman
Dinorah Capota
Paul Grebanier
Paula Paterniti
Rita Russo
Alice Somma
Janet Susin
Julie Foehrenbach
Elena Pierpont
Ann Broder
Marilyn Fish-Glynn
Dottie Mills
Jay Bitkower
Michael Schleiff
Anna Cortez
Virginia Lawrence
Sal Maci
Rain Bengis
Peter Houts
Brenda Popowitz
Ruth Yashpan
Karen Corrigan
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46
40
40
36
36
36
34
32
32
28
28
28
28
28
28
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
24
22
20
20
18
16
16
14
14
14
8
8
8
8
4

Club Participation Nites

Every Month, more or less,
Park West has workshop
nights—one for prints, and
another for PDIs (projected
digital images). All Club members are welcome to attend.
The next scheduled PDI
workshop is scheduled for
Thursday evening, December
15th, at 7 p.m., at the home of
Chuck and Helen Pine (680
West End Avenue, at 93rd
Street, apartment 5D).
You may bring up to five
digital files for the group to
view and then gently critique.
Some images will then be chosen for demonstrations using
Photoshop or other digital
editing software.
No reservations are needed.
You may start arriving at 6:30
p.m. so your images can be
loaded into the computer.
The next print workshop is
slated for Wed-nesday night,
January 11th, at 7 p.m. at the
Soho studio of Nancy Sirkus.
Preregister for this workshop
by with the coordinator Elsa
Blum, at 516-621-3215 or at
<elsablum1@gmail.com> You
will be given the address and
starting time of the workshop.
You may bring up to a
dozen prints to be viewed and
gently critiqued.
These workshops are a
great way to improve your
photography and to prepare
your images for the next Club
competition.

This coming year there will be
four programs which require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities:

December 2016

be sure to keep your presentation to under five minutes.

• February 27th—Theme Night
Tonight’s theme is Think Warm.
As we sit in our seats, shivering from the cold of the midwinter season (well, maybe not
• October 31st—Scary Things
in the gallery, but outside) let
Scavenger Hunt At the Sepour thoughts turn to the
tember business meeting, each warmth of summer. For this
Club member in attendance
assignment, search through
will be given a sheet of subjects your files for images which inand objects to photograph.
still the feeling of warmth. Or,
[Want to get started early? See if you’re up for it, why not take
page 10 now.] You will have
a journey southward to the
one month to hunt for and
lands of eternal summer?
shoot as many of the items on
the list as you can. Tonight we
will share our images to see
who captured the most. Halloween snacks will be available. Candy corn, anyone?

al Thi
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ad ev
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Workshop Nights

• March 13—Before and After
In this workshop we ask members to bring in a before and an
after shot of a single image.
The before shot may be the
• January 30th—Members Free- RAW file or a JPG file direct
from the camera. The after shot
For-All Tonight is the night
will be your final image with
when you can share with the
all your adjustments, changes,
rest of the Club any images
what-evers done in your edityour little (or big) heart deing software.
sires. Theme or no theme?
Your choice! Clip art included
* Also for your sharing pleaor competition rules? You desure, PWCC will have three
cide! Color or black-andwhite? It’s up to you! Prints or Portfolio Review nights this
PDIs? Music or silent? Which- year. The scheduled dates are
ever you think is the most ap- November 14th, February 13th,
propriate for your images! Just and April 24th.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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PWCC 2016-2017 Schedule
September
4
Chuck Pine Picnic
5
Labor Day
12
Welcome Back
19
Guest Speaker (Bill Wadman)
26
Business Meeting #1
October
3
Rosh Hashanah (no meeting)
10
Columbus Day/Weekend Trip
17
Competition #1 (Erica McDonald)
24
Guest Speaker (John Milisenda)
27
PDI Workshop
31
Scary Things Scavenger Hunt
& Halloween Party
November
7
Competition #2 (Jim Cummins)
14
Portfolio Night
15
Print Workshop
21
Guest Speaker (Rivka & Moshe Katvan)
28
Business Meeting #2
December
5
Competition #3 (Bill Wadman)
12
Guest Speaker (Lois Youmans)
15
PDI Workshop
19
Holiday Party
26
Winter Holiday
January
2
Winter Holiday
9
Competition #4 (Sandra Carrion)
11
Print Workshop
16
MLKing Day/(Ron Haviv)
23
Workshop (Katrin Eismann?)
30
Members Free-4-All

March
6
Before & After
13
Competition #6 (Jean Miele)
20
Guest Speaker (Tequila Minsky)
27
Business Meeting #3
April
3
10
17
24

Competition #7
Passover (no meeting)
Guest Speaker
Portfolio Night (or
Competition Make-up)

May
1
8
15
22
29

Competition #8
Gallery Reception
Guest Speaker
Business Meeting #4
Memorial Day

June
5
12
21

Year-End Competition
Otto Litzel Dinner
ExCom Planning Meeting

Field trips, classes, additional workshops,
and the 2017 summer schedule will be published as the information becomes available.

February
6
Competition #5 (Ellen Denuto)
13
Portfolio Night
20
Presidents Day/(Erica McDonald)
27
Theme Night—Think Warm

December 2016
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ExCom Meeting Minutes
by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
November 28, 2016
month. This breaks down to
more than $200 each month;
each newsletter costs approximately $4. A discussion followed on how to lower this
cost, including using a smaller
typeface; eliminating boilerplate text (e.g., about the
Club’s Flicker account and Yahoo email group); negotiating
a lower printing cost; or printing fewer copies and asking
members to print their own
copies as the newsletters are
Copies of the Business Meeting available on the Club’s website. As the printing costs are
agenda and the Treasurer’s
already low (10¢ per page),
monthly report, which had
printing fewer copies was the
been previously circulated by
agreed alternative. Chuck will
e-mail, were passed out for
raise this at the Business Meetdiscussion.
ing during the Newsletter
Committee report.
I. Minutes of Previous Meeting: Helen suggested that an
III. Attendance at Club Meetabbreviated version of the
ings: Helen noted that she sent
minutes of the previous Business Meeting be read at future an email to all new members,
as well as to older members
Business Meetings. Christine
agreed to start the practice this who have not attended any
business meetings, to encourevening.
age them all to attend business meetings as a way to have
II. Treasurer’s Report: Maria
input on Club matters. Helen
noted that the expenses listed
in the Treasurer’s Report cover also suggested that, going
forward, the Club should dedthe time period September
2016 to date. The cost of print- icate the November Business
Meeting to welcoming new
ing the Club’s monthly
newsletters during that period members. It was also suggested that the Membership
was $650 for 50 copies per
Present: Executive Committee
members President Ed Lee,
Vice President Michael Schleiff,
Corresponding Secretary Helen Pine, Recording Secretary
Christine Doyle, Treasurer
Maria Fernandez, and President Emeritus Chuck Pine.
Club member John Brengelman was also present for the
full meeting, and George
Hansen joined while the meeting was in progress.
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Committee prepare new member packages that would include the Club Constitution,
By-Laws, and competition and
member manuals; this could
also be done by attaching a
PDF of these documents to an
e-mail.
IV. Website Charge: Michael
noted that the annual charge of
$300 for hosting the website is
due; he will raise the issue at
the Business Meeting. A “Register Agent” charge of $235 is
listed in the Treasurer’s Report.
Michael will research this expense.
V. Consolidation of Email Addresses on Club Website:
Michael noted that it would
cost $9/month to set up each
email box on the Club’s website. There is no cost for the
Club’s Yahoo and AOL email
addresses.

Did You
Know?
The Club has an
account with Avis Car Rental.
You can get discounts on your
personal rentals, too. Ask Chuck
at any Club meeting.

9
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VI. Earlier Start Time for Club
Meetings: The Executive
Committee will raise this issue
at the Business Meeting.

Bus. Mtg. Minutes

by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary Archive: George Hansen
reported for Chair Myrna
Changar-Harrison. The ArNovember 28, 2016
chive Committee is working on
the final selection of images for
(This is a draft copy and has
the 80th anniversary exhibit at
not yet been approved by the
Soho Photo Gallery, planned
membership.)
for May 2017, and expects to
present the final selection to
I. Call To Order: President Ed
Lee called the meeting to order Soho Photo Gallery at the end
at 7:03 p.m. He introduced the of December 2016.

other members of the Executive Committee: Vice President
Michael Schleiff, CorrespondVII. New York Metro Area
ing Secretary Helen Pine,
Camera Council (NYMACC):
Recording Secretary Christine
Chuck noted that he and Helen
Doyle, Treasurer Maria Ferhave attended a few meetings
nandez, and President Emeriof a new group, the New York
tus Chuck Pine. With 34 memMetro Area Camera Council
bers in attendance, a quorum
(NYMACC). The group is
(of at least 20% of the Club
looking to create a forum for
membership) was present—
camera clubs in New York
enough for the meeting to take
metro area (NYC, New Jersey,
place.
Westchester County, Connecticut) to share information, and
II. Minutes of Previous Meetis seeking some limited funds
ing: Christine read highlights
($25 or $50) from member
from the minutes of the Octoclubs in order to set up a webber 31, 2016 Business Meeting.
site and mailing lists. The ExA motion to accept the minutes
ecutive Committee agreed that
was made, seconded and
PWCC should be involved in
passed by vote.
this group, and Ed, Michael
and John agreed to be available
III. Treasurer’s Report: Maria
to attend the group’s monthly
reported that the Club has apmeetings.
proximately $13,000 in the
bank, of which approximately
VIII. New Business/From the
$11,745 is member dues. All
Chair/Possible Make-up for
bills to have been paid to date.
Indoor & Outdoor Model SesThe Treasurer’s Report details
sions: Ed will discuss this at
expenses from September 2016
the Business Meeting.
to the present.

December 2016

IV. Committee Reports

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Competition: Co-Chair John
Brengelman noted that PDIs
for the December competition
must be received by midnight
tonight and prints must be
submitted no later than 6:45
p.m. next Monday, December
6th. Prints must be mounted
on hardboard with an overmat/window on top, and the
matting must be clean. Ed suggested using a rubber eraser,
available in art supply stores,
to clean smudges off of mat
boards.
Field Trip: Co-Chair Susan
Sigrist reported that several
new trips were added to the
sign-up sheet as a result of the
Field Trip Committee’s meeting earlier in the evening.
Coming up are field trips to
Bryant Park to photograph ice
skaters and holiday markets
(December 8th) and to Dyker
Heights, Brooklyn, to photograph holiday light displays
(December 14th). Members
should contact Susan or co-
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chair Paul Grebanier with any down to more than $200 each
new ideas for future field trips. month; each newsletter costs
approximately $4. A color PDF
Gallery: No report (Chair
of the newsletter is emailed to
Karen Corrigan was not
all members each month and is
present).
also available on the Club
website. It is not clear how
House: No report (Chair Marty many copies are left over at the
Smith was not present). Ed
end of each month. Ed always
thanked all members for help- brings a number of copies to
ing to put away chairs after the field trips to give out to memmeeting.
bers of his photo meet-up
group. Ed also publicizes the
Membership: Chair Marlene
Club through Craig’s List.
Schonbrun reported that the
Club now has 84 dues-paying
A discussion followed on how
members. She then introduced to lower this cost, including
the newest members.
using a smaller typeface; eliminating boilerplate text (e.g.,
about the Club’s Flicker account and Yahoo email group);
negotiating a lower printing
cost (Marvin Fink will investigate); or printing fewer copies
and asking members to print
their own copies as the
newsletters are available on the
Club’s website. Helen moved
to reduce the print run in half
(25 issues). The motion was
seconded and passed by vote.
Newsletter: Chair Chuck Pine
reported that the deadline for
Program: No report (Chair
contributions for the next
Marilyn Fish-Glynn was not
newsletter is December 6th,
present). Ron Haviv will be the
but asked that all articles be
guest speaker on January 16,
submitted before then if at all
2017, and Erica McDonald will
possible.
be the guest speaker on February 20, 2017.
Chuck raised the issue of the
cost of printing the Club’s
Social: No report (Chair Natalmonthly newsletters since Sep- ie Manzino was unable to attember 2016: $650 for 50
tend). Ed brought in refreshcopies per month. This breaks ments for tonight’s meeting.
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Website: Chair and Executive
Committee liaison Michael
Schlieff reported that the Club
newsletters are posted to the
website as soon as they’re received, and that several back
issues have been posted as
well. He will soon begin the
process of creating accounts for
those members who have not
yet joined the website so that
the Club can take advantage of
the communication tools that
the website offers.
Workshop: Chair Tom Quackenbush noted several candidates who he has contacted to
lead upcoming workshops:
Miguel Quiles a portrait photographer; Barbara Nitke, an
art photographer active in free
speech issues; and Deborah
Gilbert of B&H Photo. Ed will
see if Joe Edelman can do a
workshop on social media.
V. Old Business
A. Holiday Party: This year’s
holiday party will be on December 19th and held at Chuck
and Helen’s apartment. The
cost is $15 per person. Helen
asked for a show of hands of
members who are available to
assist with set-up and cleanup; she will send the names to
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Social Committee Chair Natalie Manzino.
B. Call for Portfolio Night: Ed
noted that three members have
signed up for the February 13,
2017 Member Portfolio Night;
one more is needed. A discussion was held on whether a
guest photographer should
again be engaged to critique
the portfolios, instead of having members who are present
do the review. John Brengelman suggested getting an outside reviewer to teach members how to do the critiques.
Helen suggested that Sandra
Carrion, who is associated
with Soho Photo Gallery,
would be a good candidate for
that. It was agreed that Sandra
should be contacted to see if
she is available to do the February 13 portfolio review and
do a critiquing workshop on
the same night, and that only
the three members who have
already signed up for the review will be included. Chuck
noted that he and Helen offer
PDI critiques and Nancy Sirkis
offer print critiques throughout
the Club year. Details can be
found in the latest Club newsletter.
C. Update - Honoring the
Club’s 80th Anniversary - Exhibit at Soho Photo Gallery
and Reception: A member reception for the exhibit of the
Club’s archive photos will be
held at Soho Photo Gallery on

December 2016

May 8, 2017. In addition to the
archived photos, there will be a
digital slideshow of current
members’ images.
D. Update on Final Competition Software: Chuck reported
that the new competition
hardware and software package for scoring year-end competitions has to be downloaded
and tested on a PC before using it at the year-end competition. Karen Corrigan had offered to donate an old PC for

this purpose.
E. Update - Cuba Trip: Chuck
reported that 12 people have
signed up for the 10-day trip to
Cuba, which will depart from
Miami, FL on January 14, 2017.
He asked that members contact
him with ideas for future extended field trips.

meetings. Discussing the matter, it was noted that members
who are still working may not
be able to make the earlier
time, and that committee meetings would then have to start
even earlier than the 6:00 p.m.
start time that is listed in the
Club’s agreement with Soho
Photo Gallery. Rita Russo suggested all members be contacted to get a better idea of interest in an earlier starting time.
Helen moved that a vote be
held on keeping the start time
at 7 p.m. The motion was seconded and the motion passed
21 in favor, 5 opposed, and 2
abstentions.

2. Consolidation of E-mail Addresses on PWCC Website:
This issue, which was tabled at
the October business meeting
was raised by Bill Apple out of
concern that the Club’s AOL,
F. Other: No other old busiYahoo, and Gmail e-mail adness.
dresses could be hacked, citing
the recent hacking of Yahoo eVI. New Business
mail addresses. Michael noted
that the yearly fee that the
From the Chair:
Club plays to the host server
does not included mailboxes;
1. Possible Earlier Start Time
the Club would have to pay an
for Meetings: Ed noted that
additional $60 per year for
some members have suggested each e-mail in box. A discusan earlier start time for Club
sion on the issue followed, but

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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3. Possible Makeup for Indoor
Studio and Outdoor Model
Sessions: Ed reported that he is
looking into rescheduling the
indoor studio and outdoor
model sessions that were not
held over the summer. They
will take place some time in
the spring and one will include
a male model. He will also
schedule the usual two model
shoots next summer.
4. Upcoming Longer Weekend
Field Trips: Chuck reported
that a trip to Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania is scheduled for Memorial Day weekend 2017. The trip will include
visits to DuPont mansions and
the Brandywine Museum, a
fireworks display and light/
sound show, and a hot air ballooning experience, among
other attractions. If members
have any ideas for a longer
weekend trip over Columbus
Day weekend 2017, please
contact Chuck.
B. From the Floor:
1. Gladys Hopkowitz asked
that the Club get a PA system
or microphone for speakers
and judges. Michael will look
into this.

December 2016

2. Marvin Fink noted that some
competition judges can be
overly subjective and asked
whether there are any standards that the judges can be
asked to follow. Chuck noted
that Program Chair Marilyn
Fish-Glynn gives each judge a
tutorial ‘cheat sheet’ on what is
expected of them, however,
some do not seem to read it
very carefully. He suggested
that members contact Marilyn
if they have any comments
(good or bad) about the competition judges.

brief business meetings could
be held before the competitions, which may increase attendance. A discussion followed in which it was noted
that several programs (e.g.,
member theme nights, portfolio reviews) would have to be
dropped to accommodate separate competition nights.
Chuck reported that the Club
tried this practice in the past
but it was dropped in favor of
the current one competition
night per month.
VII. Good and Welfare: None.

3. Larry Rubin noted the
length of the monthly competitions and proposed that the
Club hold the print and PDI
competitions on separate
nights. He also suggested that

Expanding Visions 23
The next iteration of Expanding Visions is right around the
corner—well, it’s a really big
corner—coming in May.
It will be chock-full (or is
that Chuck-full?) of new destinations and assignments for
your photographic pleasure.
We’ll be going to places like
Madison Square Park, Carl
Schurz Park*, Lincoln Center,
Washington Square Park*, and
Coney Island.
Here’s where the fun
starts! I am going to list the
titles of the assignments, but
I’m not going to tell you what

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

VIII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
IX. Refreshments and Socializing followed the meeting.

the actual assignment will be.
That’s for you to guess.
Send me your guesses at
<bohpin@aol.com> The person who comes the closest to
figuring the most of them out
will win a prize.
Here they are: • ”What
comes between us,” • ”Adventures of Alice,” • ”Watching all the girls go by,” • ”Up,
Up and Away,” • ”Slow down
you move too fast,” • and the
term project theme is ”Where
there’s smoke…”
Get your thinking caps on
and let me know your ideas.
* First-time destinations.
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Competition Rotation

Committee Liaisons

Photo Notes Deadlines

The members of the Club, at
the May business meeting,
voted to change one of the
rules regarding our monthly
competition. We will go back
to alternating the order of the
prints and PDIs in our eight
monthly competitions beginning in October 2016. Here’s
the schedule:

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Issue

Deadline

January 2017

January 9

February 2017

February 6

March 2017

March 6

April 2017

April 3

May 2017

May 1

Summer 2017

June 5

Month

First Shown

January
February
March
April
May
Year-End

Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs

Creative Tip
When shooting people or
animals, you can always set
up your shots to achieve a
formal look. This can be
achieved in a studio, in a
home, or even outdoors.
On the other hand, candid shots will show action,
spontaneity, and a kind of
freedom you don’t get in a
planned shot. If you’re looking for that Wow! factor in
your images, nothing beats
candid photography.
Whether it’s family at
home, friends, or strangers
on the street, go for the active lifestyle shot.
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Archives Maria Fernandez
Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee
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The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Competition scores and cumulative points are submitted as
soon after the competitions as
possible, usually one to three
days following the submission
deadline. The draft copy of
Photo Notes will be sent to the
editorial staff as soon as possible once all items are in place.
The staff will then have two to
three days to edit and return
their comments.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the entire membership and the guest
mailing list. The Website
Committee also receives a copy
to be posted online.
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

December 2016

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Eight
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Portfolio Page
George Hansen is a New
Yorker—a Manhattanite
through and through. So
much so, that he considers
Riverside Park to be his very
own ”backyard.”
Although not the images
that George presents at the
monthly competitions, these
show his love for nature and
his surroundings.
Here, then, are some photos that we hope will warm
the cockles of your heart
during this very cold month
of December.
Enjoy!

All photos © George Hansen

December 2016
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PWCC Website
by Christine Doyle
Park West Camera Club has
a website that is interactive
and very user-friendly.
By creating an account
and signing on to the website, members will be able to
create and update their own
personal galleries and share
their work. (BTW, you can
create multiple galleries if
you like.)
The gallery template
comes with privacy settings
that you control.
All members are encouraged to join the website.
While the website contains
links to videos on a variety
of topics that will help guide
you through many of these
processes, here are some detailed instructions on how to
get started:
To Create Your Account:
Enter into your browser
the following address:
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org/default.aspx>
On the home page, press
the “Login” button in the
upper right hand corner (below the PWCC logo).
On the login page, scroll
down to the bottom, you will
see a box marked “New User
Registration.” Click on
“Membership Information.”
On the next page, there is
a button “Create a new User
Account and Request Mem-
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bership.” Press this button.
Scroll down to the box
marked “Login Name.” Enter your email address. Press
“Next.”
On the next page you
will be asked to create a
password and reminder
question for that password.
Please do so.
This will lead you to the
next page where you will be
asked for some personal information. You need only to
fill in the lines where “required” is indicated.
A message will be sent to
the webmaster to approve
your request. The webmaster
will approve the request and
a message will be sent back
to you that you can access
the website as a member.
To Create a Member Gallery:
Go to the ”My Account”
tab and log on to your Member Account.
Click on the “New
Gallery” button, down a bit
on the right side.
An online form will
open. This allows you to customize your gallery, e.g., by
adding a Title or Description,
and also offers additional
settings, such as:
Gallery Visibility (Private,
Organization Access, or
Public);
Transition (set how the images will move);
Options on what to display
(Image Title, Author, Cap-

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

tions, Thumbnails, etc.)
To save your settings and
preferences, click “Update
Gallery Options.” You can
now add your images to
your gallery.
To Add Images to a Gallery:
Open the gallery you
want to upload images to.
Click on “Edit Images in
Gallery” then on “Upload
Images Into This Gallery”
Scroll down to the bottom left of the page and click
on “Select.” This will take
you to where you store your
images on your computer.
Highlight the image(s) you
want to upload and hit OK.
Once the images are uploaded, click “Save Images.”
This will bring you back
to the “Edit New Images in
Gallery” page, where you
can edit the image titles and
set the image order if you
like. Click on “Done” when
you are finished making any
changes.
You can also change the
order of the images another
way: go back into your
gallery and select “Edit Images in Gallery.” This will
take you to a page with
thumbnails of your images
in this gallery. Here, you can
change the order of your images by clicking and dragging the thumbnails into the
desired sequence. Click on
“Save Updates to Image Order” when finished.
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Depth of Field
By Bill Apple
105
In late November the name
Ruth Gruber tickled one or two
of my cranial neurons.
I knew that name—knew I
knew it—yet drew a blank.
Staring back at me, a threeparagraph obituary in the Wall
Street Journal. Photographer.
Dead. 105.
Gruber, born 1911, predated
the Great War, the Russian
Revolution, Spanish Flu.
William Howard Taft was president. A long, noteworthy life,
much more.
Not just a photographer,
she was also a reporter and
journalist—19 books—and
humanitarian. Legendary sums
things up.
The Times: “Ms. Gruber
called herself a witness, and in
an era of barbarities and war
that left countless Jews displaced and stateless, she often
crossed the line from journalist
to human rights advocate, reporting as well as shaping
events that became the headlines and historical footnotes of
the 20th century.”
Gruber was a real-life
“Zelig,” a “Forrest Gump,”
turning up repeatedly at history’s crossroads. “Witness” is
what she called her 2007 memoir: 190 images, Stalin’s gulags,
Nazi Germany, Europe’s post-
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war Jews, the birth of Israel.
Eskimos and Ethiopians too.
She photographed the SS
Exodus, infamous ship ferrying to Palestine 4,515 Holocaust survivors. The Brits, who
governed Palestine, were trying to halt immigration, so
they fired upon the defenseless
vessel before it could reach
Haifa. They then forcibly transferred its human cargo onto
prison ships to Germany. Three
had been killed, 120 injured.
That was July 1947. Gruber,
in Jerusalem, was a pool reporter covering a UN conference. Having caught wind of
the Exodus story unfolding,
she rushed out with her Leica,
and somehow was allowed
onto one prison vessel.
As the (N.Y.) Jewish Week
reported on Gruber’s centennial, 2011: She boarded the
Runnymede Park, returning
3,500 Exodus survivors. “She
went down a flight of slippery
steps into the ship’s hold… a
scene that could be out of
Dante’s Inferno. When the
refugees realized that she was
an American journalist with a
camera, they urged her to take
pictures, and someone put a
baby in her arms.”
Gruber’s ties with Israel
ran strong and deep. She
counted Golda Meir a friend
and saw Ben-Gurion often. She
reported on the War of Independence, 1948. And in 1952,
she accompanied Eleanor Roosevelt on a fact-finding tour.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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But before World War II
ended, Gruber already had
jumped into public service.
Then in her early 30s, FDR had
drafted her for a special mission in 1944: to shepherd nearly 1,000 refugees from 18 countries, to sail with them from
Italy to a camp in Oswego,
New York, where they could
safely spend the war’s duration. On the two-week voyage
she tutored them in English
and in American ways.
(Gruber had come highly
recommended by Roosevelt’s
Interior secretary, who’d hired
her and her camera three years
before, to document Alaska as
a possible site for returning
soldiers to “homestead.”)
Over her career she wrote
for the New York Post, The
Times, and The Herald Tribune.
She covered the Nuremberg
Trials. Not quite two decades
later she followed the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. on his
1963 March on Washington.
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About her career, Gruber
once said, “I looked into my
soul and I found I had two
tools: words and images. I
could write and I could take
photographs. And I used those
two tools… to fight injustice
wherever I saw it.” Her words
and pictures convinced authorities to allow the Oswego
refugees to remain in the U.S.
after the war’s end.
Ruth Gruber herself was no
refugee, but a Yankee girl, from
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. (Her
parents had emigrated from
Eastern Europe.)
She managed to graduate
Bushwick High School at 15
and NYU at 18. She became
fluent in German, earning a
doctorate from the University
of Cologne, age 20. She then
hung around Europe into the
1930s, to see Hitler’s rise. She
recounted attending Nazi rallies and firsthand seeing Hitler
“deliver a tirade.”

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Another Zelig-like turn: In
1935, Gruber published her
doctoral thesis; the subject:
Virginia Woolf, then a relatively unknown British author. On
a lark, she dispatched a copy to
Woolf—and promptly got invited to tea. She later called the
visit “magical.” Like Woolf,
Gruber considered herself a
feminist.
Gruber’s work took her
across Russia, to Siberia,
among far-flung destinations.
In the mid-1980s she covered
Israel’s airlift of thousands of
Ethiopian Jews to the Jewish
homeland.
But Gruber always remained the New Yorker, living
65 years at the El Dorado—the
Art Deco landmark on Central
Park West—where she died on
November 17th. She won
many honors, including ICP’s
Cornell Capa Award in 2011.
There will be retrospectives,
I’m certain.
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Gallery Watching
by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt
Edward Burtynsky; Howard
Greenberg Gallery, 41 East 57th
Street; through December 31st
by Ruth
Canadian Edward Burtynsky’s
(b. 1955) photographs of industrial wastelands and manufacturing plants remain invaluable documents of a world
in ecological crisis. His present
show at Howard Greenberg
features ‘Salt Pans,’ and portrays the outcomes of industrial exploitation on the environment in Little Rann of
Kutch, Gujarat, India.

copter, Burtynsky captured the
shapes, patterns and colors of
the land and the shallow artificial ponds from which salt was
harvested for many centuries.
His colors are pastels and
grays, subdued and very beautiful, in sharp contrast to the
obvious miseries of the workers and their families who
spend a large part of the year
at the site. Burtynsky, however,
tends toward abstraction and
no people appear in his images—geometry and color are
primary.
Some earlier work is also
shown here, images of several
of his portfolios. All are stunning in their color choices as
well as their shapes and the
impact his subjects had on the
photographer, obviously an
artist strongly concerned with
the fate of our planet.
The exhibit coincides with
the publication of two excellent
books on Burtynsky’s work,
available at the Gallery. We
urge you to see this show. Another gallery, Bryce Wolkowitz
(505 West 24th Sttreet), will
also show Burtynsky’s work,
until December 23rd.

© Jan Groover
bers through April 2, 2017
Hommage à Christian Bouqueret;
Gitterman Gallery, 41 East 57th
Street; through January 21,
2017

by Judy
Most of us probably don’t
think much about the impact
of passionate collectors on the
history of photography, but
two such men are honored in
current group exhibits at
MoMA and the Gitterman
Gallery. Neither is a household
name. But Robert Menschel
was instrumental in MoMA’s
acquiring over 500 photographs, including 162 that he
gifted from his own collection.
A successful Goldman Sachs
© Edward Burtynsky
investor, Menschel served on
MoMA’s Photography ComLarge-scale photographs of
mittee and as a MoMA trustee.
this series were made in India
The Shape of Things: Photographs The Shape of Things is drawn
at a barren, salt-producing area
from his contributions and refrom Robert B. Menschel and
of nearly 2,000 square miles.
flects his wide-ranging interOne and One is Four: The
Thousands of families toil in
ests. It is a journey through
Bauhaus Photocollages of Josef
this hot, flat, dry wasteland,
photography’s history, starting
Albers; Museum of Modern
without adequate access to
Art, 11 West 53rd Street; Men- with an 1843 view of Paris by
fresh water, schools, or medical
schel through May 7, 2017, Alhelp. Shooting from a heli-
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William Henry Fox Talbot. The
exhibit divides this history into
three segments: Truthful Representations; Personal Experience; and Directorial Modes.
The first mode mostly covers the medium’s early days,
but also includes more current
work, such as a 1973 Hilla and
Bernd Becher towers. Littleknown photographers mingle
with the greats. there is a lovely stack of onions by Charles
Henry Jones, dated c1900.
The second mode, where
photography becomes more a
medium of self-expression,
finds us in the company of
20th Century masters such as
Harry Callahan and Aaron
Siskind, whose wall series
echoed the paintings of the
Abstract Expressionists. This
told me that Menschel leans
toward the formal and abstract
in photography, at least for this
mid-century time period.
Yet in the last, more recent
segment, focussing mostly on

scenes set up to be photographed, we find William
Wegman’s dogs—brightly colored, unlike the rest of this
black-and-white exhibit. No
question, Robert Menschel has
got to be a dog person. A faceless self portrait by Britisher
John Coplans (”Back With
Arms Above”) stands out in
this section.
The exhibit ends strangely,
I think, with three almost identical 1990 photos of the Adriatic Sea by Hiroshi Sugimoto. A
uniformly gray sea covers the
bottom half of each print, and
each is topped by a uniformly
lighter gray sky. Is Menschel
lurching into the land of conceptual photography here?
Nonetheless, this exhibit
should be included in your
next visit to MoMA, and then I
suggest you go upstairs and
find the much smaller Albers
exhibit. Albers’ carefully
arranged photographs of
Bauhaus colleagues can be
seen as precursors to his
”Homage to the Square”
series. I was delighted
to see two arrangements
showing different aspects of my favorite
painter, Paul Klee,
bringing him suddenly
to life for me.
In contrast to Menschel’s wide ranging
collection, that of
Frenchman Christian
Bouqueret (1950-2013)

© Christian Bouqueret
centers on mostly French modernist photographers of the
Bauhaus period between
World Wars. An influential art
historian, curator and collector,
Bouqueret felt there were
many photographers active
during this time who didn’t
receive the attention they deserved. In 2011 the Pompidou
Centre acquired nearly 7,000
photographs from his important collection.
This exhibit at Gitterman
Gallery of photographers he
championed introduced me to
many new names in the field.
A good example is Jean Moral:
one of the pieces I liked best
here is his 1927 double exposure of profiles—his and his
wife’s—joined back to back,
seemingly floating in the sea.
Experimental figurative works
are featured in this exhibit,
providing an interesting contrast to Menschel’s lightly
peopled selections at MoMA.

© Josef Albers
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PhotoWordJumble
by Sal Maci
Unscramble these four scrambled words, one letter to each
square, to form words pertaining to photography.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer suggested
by the clue.
Last month’s answers: dSLr (Digital Single-Lens Reflex), HdMi (high-Definition
Multimedia Interface), psAm (Program, Shutter, Aperture, Manual), AtgNi (All
The Gear, No Idea)
Surprise answer: (Philippe) Halsman

Space-filling panorama

December 2016
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Altered Reality, Part 5

Photo Cartoon-of-the-Month

First there’s reality. Then there
is altered reality. But what is
beyond altered reality?
Believe it or not, it’s reality!
But this time, it’s reality to the
extreme, to the nth degree. So
much so that it seems like reality has been altered. What the
heck am I talking about?
I’m taking about getting so
close to reality that it looks unreal, beyond belief, super altered. I’m talking about macro
photography and even greater
magnifications. (Macro photography is defined as lifesized, or one-to-one magnification, on the sensor or film. Images greater than macro are
called microphotographs.)
Macro photos are usually
shot with a macro lens. They
can also be made using normal
lenses with macro attachments.
Micro images are usually made
with microscopes and similar
equipment. (Do not be misled
by brand names—although
Nikon calls its extreme closeup lenses Micro Nikkors, they
are simply macro lenses.)
What can you shoot using
macro- and/or micro-techniques? Just about everything! A
super close-up of a pencil point
looks otherworldly. A bug’s
eye looks like an alien creature.
Human cells appear to be universes in themselves.
Get the picture? Why not
give it a shot for yourself?

December 2016
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PhotoShopping

unchecked; the ”Color” selectby Chuck Pine ed is ”None” and that the
”Mode” is set to ”Normal.”

Create a layer mask by going
to Layer > Layer Mask >
Reveal All.

Painted Images
Select Brush from the Tools
Palette. Choose a type and
Are you tired of spending
size brush that you think
hours making your images and
will look nice with your imthen finishing them up with a
age. (I chose a 150 pixel
simple Stroke for a border?
Fill
this
new
layer
with
white
Spatter Brush for this examOr, perhaps, choosing a preby
going
to
Edit
>
Fill…
When
ple.) Lower the Brush Opacity
made border from some plugthe
Fill
Dialog
Box
appears,
to 50% or so.
in software program? Want to
make
sure
the
”Contents”
is
set
make your own, unique, paintWith the foreground color set
ed border, instead? Here’s how to ”White,” the ”Mode” is set
to
”Normal,”
and
the
”Opacito black, paint the image using
you can do it for yourself…
ty” is at ”100%.”
all horizontal strokes (or all
vertical)—you don’t have to
be careful on this step—just
be sure you leave some
white around the edges.

Here’s a moody image of foggy New York City. A simple
stroke border just doesn’t seem
to work with it.

To finish off the image you
can play with this layer’s
Your image will now all white. Blend Mode and/or Opacity.

Once you’ve completed your
image (including resizing,
sharpening, and the rest) click
on the top layer to make it active. Create a new blank layer
by clicking on Layer > New >
Layer… or by typing ShiftCommand-N (Shift-Control-N
in Windows).
When the New Layer Dialog
Box appears, make sure that
”Use Previous Layer” is

December 2016
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This is the final image! Improved? You be the judge.
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Photo Shopping
by Chuck Pine
Do you remember instant pictures? They were the sole
realm of the Polaroid Land
Camera. (The process was the
invention of Dr. Edwin Land.)
Although other companies
tried to get a foothold in the
field, they all fell by the wayside. The Polaroid began to fail
in the early 2000s and by the
end of that decade was completely gone, having sold its
patents and the rights to reproduce the cameras and film.
Today, there are several
companies with dozens of
models on the market. Here
are a few of them…

Fujifilm instax mini 8 Instant Film Camera $53.95

Polaroid 300 Instant
Film Camera $69.45

Polaroid 600 Round
Instant Camera $89.99

instax mini HELLO KITTY
$99.95

INSTAX Wide 300
Instant Film Camera
$94.44

Lomo’Instant Black Camera
$119.00

Leica Sofort
$299.

Disclaimer
I do not, nor does anyone else
in the Club, make a profit
from the sales of these items.
Chuck

December 2016
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Plan Ahead
The Creative Photography
Conference will be held on
May 20 and 21, 2017. These are
a Saturday and Sunday. The
conference site is in New England, at the Southbridge Hotel
& Conference Center, in
Southbridge, MA.

Jim and Lori Steinberg (of
Steinberg Photography) will be
leading a group of intrepid
photographers (any skill/experience level welcome!) on a
five-day Colorado Rockies Rail
Workshop—a majestic train
ride/photography workshop
that will take you through
some of the most rugged, historic, and untouched regions of
the Colorado Rockies.
The trip begins and ends in
Durango, CO. The dates are
Learn from some of the in- Wednesday, September 27 to
dustry’s most creative instruc- Sunday, October 1, 2017. The
tour costs $2,595 and requires a
tors—in camera techniques;
post-processing including tex- $500 deposit (these workshops
fill up quite fast, so register
tures, composites, and Topaz;
now).
iPhoneography; and much,
You will travel on the 19thmuch more!
century Durango & Silverton
The price, only $225, inNarrow Gauge Railroad steam
cludes lunch both days, retrain. It offers spectacular
freshments in the mornings,
views of ranch land, old stageall seminars, photo ops,
speaker notes, door prizes, and coach roads, and old mining
camps, as the train winds
other goodies. Lodging in the
around peaks of over 14,000
area and transportation to the
feet, often with year-round
area are not included.
snow! You will be shooting
Car pools, anyone?
Speaking of speakers, some from coach seats or the train’s
open air gondola. Opportuniof the presenters will be Tony
ties to de-board the train and
Sweet, Kelli DeWaal, Gerri
shoot it as it rolls down the
Jones, Linda Szabo, Suz and
track toward you are available.
Michael Karchmer, and the
Delicious meals and quaint
conference organizer, Hazel
lodgings are booked and
Meredith.
scheduled in advance.
For more information and
Contact for more info and
to register go to Hazel Meredto register <www.jimsteinith’s web store located at
bergphotography.com>
<www.meredithimages.com>
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Join Denise Ippolito on her
Creative Expressions Seminar
near Longwood Gardens in
Pennsylvania this coming
March 13th. During this oneday event, you will photograph, learn to think creatively
both while shooting and when
at the computer.
The workshop begins with
an 8 a.m. check-in for those
previously registered (see below). This is followed by a
Creative Expressions slide
show and lecture. At 9:30, the
shooting begins with lots of
hands-on instruction. After
lunch, the seminar turns to the
computer with lessons on postprocessing including texture
overlays, plug-ins, filters and
effects. The workshop will
wind up with a door prize
give-away, an image sharing
and critique session, and finally a Q&A session.
Now for the nitty gritty details: The seminar will be held
at the Wyndham Garden in
Glen Mills, PA. The cost of the
seminar is $250. This does not
include lunch nor lodging,
should you decide to go the
night before (strongly suggested—it’s at least a two-and-ahalf-hour drive). Register at
<www.deniseippolito.com>
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:
Monday, December 12
High Impact Lighting
Speaker: Joey Quintero

Wednesday, December 14
Wireless Flash Photography
Speaker: Joseph Linaschke
Thursday, December 15
Photograph, Process, Print!
Speaker: Pete Wright
Monday, December 19
Working With Galleries
Speakers: Lois Youmans &
Sandra Carrion
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Tuesday, December 20
Photoshop Essentials
Speaker: Jason Friedman

New Software

Remember when Adobe announced that Photoshop was
Wednesday, December 21
going to be a ”subscription”
Photographing Women
software program? Did you go
Speaker: Jeff Rojas
searching for another photo
editing program that was ”almost” as good as good old
Photoshop? They were scarce,
weren’t they? Here are two
new photo editors that have all
you’ll probably ever need to
work on your files:
Macphun’s $49 Luminar
helps you transform your photos into creative art with a full
set of professional-grade filters
and editing tools. The app
Thursday, December 29
sports an intuitive interface
Street Photography
that makes basic tweaks quick
Speaker: Richard Sandler
and easy, and has fully customizable features for more indepth changes. Luminar comes
Check out the B&H website at with 35 filters, preset work<www.bhphoto.com> for all
spaces, and full support of
the details as well as a comRAW images. Mac only!
plete list of additional presenMooii Tech’s free Phototations, and to register for the
Scape X is a comprehensive
course(s) of your choice. Please photo editor that comes with
note, they do accept walk-ins
all the right tools you need to
for events that have not
create unique shots and artistic
reached capacity. The B&H
displays. The app includes an
Event Space is located on the
array of filters for popular efsecond floor of their Superfects, and has a powerful capStore, at 420 9th Avenue.
tioning editor that support
multiple colors and styles.
With PhotoScape X, you can
also make animated GIFs, create beautiful collages, and admire your final work as a slide
show. For Mac or Windows!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Roadside Attractions

Carhenge, Alliance, NE

If you’re like me, you like to
travel around the country and
stop along the way to shoot
(with a camera) interesting
things along the way. Here are
some roadside attractions, or
are they oddities, that are worthy of your lens’ attention…

The Blue Whale, Catoosa, OK

South of the Border, Hamer, SC

Parthenon, Nashville, TN

Cadillac Ranch , Amarillo, TX

Wigwam Motel, Holbrook, AZ
Longaberger Basket Company,
Newark, OH

The Leaning Tower of Niles,
Chicago, IL

Paul Bunyan, Akeley, MN

National Fresh Water Fishing
Hall of Fame and Museum,
Hayward, WI

Coral Castle, Homestead, FL

Lucy the Elephant, Margate
City, NJ

Corn Palace, Mitchell, SD
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for holidays and a curtailed summer
schedule). Please join us at a
meeting or on one of our other
scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on
all meetings and other Park
West Camera Club activities.
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
sharp unless otherwise indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.

December 2016

* Sun, Dec 11—Sat, Jan 7
Photo Op—Christmas Tree
The Rockefeller Center
Christmas Tree is a world-wide
symbol of the holidays in New
York City. The 2016 Rockefeller
Center Christmas Tree will be
lit and can be viewed until 9
p.m. on January 7, 2017. The
tree is located at Rockefeller
Plaza, between West 48th and
West 51st Streets and Fifth and
Sixth Avenues. Thousands
crowd the sidewalks every
evening—so get there early. Be
sure to dress for the weather.
[Hint—the crowds abate when
the weather turns rainy.]

© Lois Youmans

ing a community with other
artists, and is a founding
member and past president of
fotofoto gallery, in Huntington,
N.Y. She holds an M.F.A. degree from Long Island University and is currently an adjunct
professor of photography at
several Long Island colleges.
Lois has taught workshops at
B&H Photo, Peters Valley Craft
Center, and the Chelsea Center.
She is also co-owner of Image
Factory, a business that conducts workshops in experimental digital photography
* Monday, December 12
processes. Learn more about
Guest Speaker—
Lois and her photography at
Lois Youmans
<www.loisyoumans.com>The
Tonight’s guest photographer curtain raiser for this evening
is Lois Youmans. Lois is a nais longtime PWCC member,
tive New Yorker, who lives and and former Club correspondworks on Long Island. Her
ing secretary, Natalie Manzino.
photographs have been included in numerous group ex- * Wednesday, December 14
hibitions in the USA, Italy,
Field Trip—Christmas Lights
China, and Russia, as well as
We’re going to the Dyker
several solo exhibitions in New
Heights section of Brooklyn to
York, Italy, and Korea. Lois is a
spend several glorious and
strong proponent of maintainbone-chilling hours shooting

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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ing into the competitions,
whatever. We start at 7 p.m.
The doors open at 6:30 p.m. so
you may enter your images.
(Please don’t arrive any
earlier.) All this will take place
at the home of Chuck and Helen Pine. See page 35 for the
address and directions.

signed up, add your name to the
sign-up sheet or contact the field
trip leader: Julie Foehrenbach at
<julie.foehrenbach@gmail.com>
Wednesday, December 21

Photo Event—Sierra Photo

The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committhe Christmas light displays of
tee is holding its member
this well-to-do residential area
meeting and holiday party
—called by the New York
* Monday, December 19
tonight. The program for this
Times “the best free show in
PWCC Holiday Party
evening is a members’ night—
the City.” Be sure to dress for
a presentation of nature, landTime to check your calendar
the occasion (it’s bound to be
and make your plans to attend scape, and wildlife images by
cold and windy, so be prethe members of the CommitPark West’s annual holiday
pared). We’ll meet on the
tee. Food and drink will also
party. Come celebrate Christdowntown platform of the Qbe available to celebrate the
mas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
N-R trains at Union Square/
New Year’s, et al. Details may holiday season and the new
14th Street at 4 p.m. For those
be found in this issue of Photo year. The meeting is open to
who want to get to Brooklyn
Notes on page 4. The party will the general public. It begins at
on their own, we’ll meet you
6:30 p.m. A $7 donation is colon the southeast corner of 86th take place at the home of
Chuck and Helen Pine. See be- lected upon entry. The NYC
Street and 4th Avenue in
low for the address and direc- Sierra Club Photography
Brooklyn, just upstairs from
Committee meets at the Mettions to the Pine’s.
the subway station, at 5 p.m.
ropolitan Opera Guild, on the
From there we’ll take the B64
6th floor of the Rose Building
bus to 12th Avenue. Be sure to * Tuesday, December 20
at Lincoln Center. The address
Field Trip—
bring your MetroCard, cash for
is 70 Lincoln Center Plaza, loGrand Central Station
dinner, and your tripod with
cated on the north side of West
remote release. Sign up at any Everyone has been through
Club meeting or by contacting Grand Central Station, but you 65th Street, between Broadway
and Amsterdam Avenue, closer
the trip’s leader: Susan Sigrist, probably haven’t seen it like
212-758-0036 (not a cell phone) this! We will be taken to the high- to Amsterdam. From the street,
take the stairs, elevator, or esor <susans24752@yahoo.com> est balcony and also into the tuncalator up one level and pronels underneath the station where
antique trains are stored. We will
ceed through the revolving
* Thursday, December 15
be able to use tripods to take pho- doors into the lobby to get the
Projected Image Workshop
tos—something not normally alelevator to the 6th floor.
lowed in GCS. The full tour takes
All Club members are invited
at least three hours and starts at
to bring up to five PDI images 10:00 a.m. Please meet at 9:45 a.m. Sat, Dec 24—Sat, Dec 31
(on a flash drive) for an honest, at the main Information Kiosk.
Photo Op—Menorah Lightings
There may be a nominal fee, but
but gentle, critique of their
costs were not yet determined
Both the Manhattan and
work. These may be finished
when Photo Notes went to press. We Brooklyn Grand Army Plazas
images, works in progress,
may be limited to 20 people, so if
host competitors in the race for
shots you’re thinking of enter- you’re interested and have not yet
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the World’s Largest Hanukkah
Menorah. Gather around the
32-foot-high, gold-colored,
4,000-pound steel holiday icon
across the street from The
Plaza hotel (Manhattan) to
kick off the Jewish Festival of
Lights; lightings for that one
generally take place at 5:30
p.m., though Friday’s is
around 3:30 p.m. and Saturday’s at 8 p.m., bookending the
Sabbath. Across the East River,
go to the top of Prospect Park
to see its similarly sized rival
illuminated; lightings are at 6
p.m. most evenings, with Friday’s at 3:30 p.m. and Saturday’s at 7 p.m.. The Brooklyn
organizers typically host a
kickoff concert prior to the
lighting on Hanukkah’s first
night, at which they serve
potato pancakes. This year,
Hanukkah spans Christmas
Eve through New Year’s Eve—
talk about planning!

Wednesday, January 4
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting

Professional Women Photographers is a group of women
photographers who network
and share their images and exSaturday, December 31
periences. Tonight’s guest preHappy New Year!
senter is John Dugdale. John’s
Whether you’re going to Times interest in photography started
Square (the ball starts to drop
at the age of twelve with his
at 11:59 p.m., but you’d better first camera that was a present
get there early if you want a
from his mother. He then atgood spot), Central Park (ring tended the School of the Visual
in the New Year watching
Arts in New York City where
fireworks explode in the night he majored in photography
sky in Central Park; the fireand art history. In 1983 his
works are launched at midphotographic work was first
night from Central Park's
presented in a solo exhibition
Naumburg Bandshell—just
at Vienna’s Molotov Art
east of The Mall and south of
Gallery. Thereafter John started
the Terrace/72nd Street—and a successful decade long comcan be seen from virtually any mercial career working for
spot in Central Park), a fancy
such clients as Bergdorf
restaurant, or just staying
Goodman, Martha Stewart,
home to celebrate, be safe,
and Ralph Lauren. In 1993, at
bundle up (if you’re venturing the age of 33, John experienced
outdoors), and take lots of
nearly total blindness due to a
wonderful photos.
stroke and CMV retinitis, an
HIV-related illness. He became
Monday, January 2
completely blind in his right
No Meeting—Winter Holiday eye and lost eighty percent viHave a happy and safe holiday sion in his left eye. This tragic
event ended his successful
season—filled with good
commercial career, but he dehealth and even better photocided to persist in photogragraphic experiences!
phy and started to explore
techniques from the 19th cenMonday, December 26
* Monday, January 2
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Competition Entry Deadline tury for fine art photography,
Have a happy and safe holiday Please note that PDI entries are using friends and family as assistants. His sensibility for byseason—filled with good
due by midnight tonight for
gone techniques emphasizes
health and even better photog- next week’s competition.
the poetics of his work and the
raphy experiences!
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other exhibits, go to the Soho
Photo Gallery website at
<www.sohophoto.com>

© John Dugdale
transcendence of time and
place. You can find out more
about John and his images at
<www.johndugdalestudio.com> The meetings are held at
the Metropolitan Opera Guild,
in the Samuel B. & David Rose
Building, 70 Lincoln Center
Plaza (65th Street between
Broadway and Amsterdam
Avenue). The doors open at
6:00 p.m. and the meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. There is a $10
fee for non-members of the organization.
Thursday, January 5
Photo Event—
Soho Photo Opening
Soho Photo Gallery is pleased
to announce its January show
will feature a ”big/SMALL”
exhibition. The reception will
be held today, from 6 to 8 p.m.
The gallery is open for viewing
Wednesdays through Sundays
from 1 to 6 p.m., by appointment, and on Monday nights
at our Club meetings. The
show will run through January
28th. For more info on this and
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week prior to today— January
2nd. Just a reminder, you may
enter up to four images in
tonight’s competition, but no
more than two in any one category. Tonight’s judge is Sandra Carrion. Sandra’s photography has been recognized for
its innovation and artistry
throughout her career. Using
techniques both traditional and
contemporary, she meticulous* Monday, January 9
ly strives to reinvent her apMonthly Competition
proach discovering underlying
Tonight is the fourth competi- worlds hidden in what we
tion of the season. What will
walk past everyday. Sandra is
the judge say about your ima photographer untethered,
ages? Will you agree? Which
allowing only her eye to dicphotos will be chosen as Imtate what tumbles through her
ages-of-the-Month? The only
lens. She served as director of
way to find out the answers to Soho Photo Gallery and is the
these probing questions is to
creator of the popular ”Income on down and enter. Full ternational Krappy Kamera
rules are available from the
Competition and Exhibition”
Competition or the Memberheld annually at Soho Photo.
ship Committees at any meet- Sandra is also a founding
ing. Remember, print entries
member of fotofoto Gallery in
must be submitted by 6:45 p.m. Huntington, NY and 9 East
so that we may get under way Contemporary Art Guild, also in
with the competition promptly Huntington. She is currently
at 7 p.m. PDI entries must be
teaching photography at Nassubmitted by midnight one
sau Community College. Learn
more about Sandra and her
photography at <www.sandracarrion.com>
* Wednesday, January 11
Print Workshop

© Sandra Carrion
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All Club members are invited
to bring a dozen or so prints
for this Club event. Bring them
for an honest, but gentle, critique of your work. This workshop has limited space. You
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sign. Two of the exhibits
which will be on display are
”A Passion for Tiffany Lamps”
and ”Maintenance Art.” Be
sure to dress for the occasion
(it’s bound to be cold and
windy, so be prepared). We’ll
meet on the eastbound platform of the #7 train at Grand
Central/42nd Street at 12
© Nancy Sirkis
noon. For those who want to
get to Queens on their own,
must sign up in advance with
we’ll meet you on the on the
Elsa Blum at 516-621-3215 or
Street at the bottom of the
<elsablum1@gmail.com> to get stairs at the Mets/Willets Point
the address for this 6:30 p.m.
station Be sure to bring your
session. The workshop leader
MetroCard and some cash for
is professional photographer
lunch or dinner. Sign up at any
and ICP printing instructor,
Club meeting or by contacting
Nancy Sirkis. [Should this date
the trip’s leader: Harriet
be cancelled by a snow event, the
Josephs, 347-453-4501 or
workshop will take place the on
hjosephs@ymail.com
following Tuesday, January
18th.]
* Friday, January 13
Field Trip—Queens Museum
Join us as we head out to
Flushing Meadow Park to the
Queens Museum. It is dedicated to presenting the highest
quality visual arts for people in
the New York metropolitan
area. The Museum fulfills its
mission by designing and providing art exhibitions, public
programs and educational experiences that promote the appreciation and enjoyment of
art, support the creative efforts
of artists, and enhance the
quality of life through interpreting, collecting, and exhibiting art, architecture, and de-
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© Mierle Laderman Ukeles
* Monday, January 16
Guest Speaker—
Ron Haviv
Tonight’s guest photographer
is Ron Haviv. Ron is a photojournalist who covers international conflict. He is the
author of several photographic
publications, is a co-founder of
VII Photo Agency, lectures at
universities, and conducts
workshops. He is known for

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

© Ron Haviv
his broad documentation of the
Yugoslav Wars: the battle of
Vukovar in Croatia, the Siege
of Sarajevo, the atrocities
committed at Serb concentration camps in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and the practice
of ethnic cleansing. Ron’s photography has been collected
and published in the critically
acclaimed books: Blood and
Honey: A Balkan War Journal;
Afghanistan: On the Road to
Kabul; and Haiti: 12 January
2010. Learn more about Ron
and his photography at
<www.ronhaviv.com> The
curtain raiser for this evening
is longtime PWCC member,
and Membership Committee
cochair, Marlene Schonbrun.
* Monday, January 23
Workshop Night
The Workshop Committee is
hard at work trying to firm up
tonight’s workshop details. Finalized information will appear in next month’s issue of
Photo Notes.
Wednesday, January 25
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is holding its meeting
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* Monday, January 30
Member’s Free-for-All

Directions to Soho Photo

at 15 White Street, between
Tonight is the night when you Avenue of the Americas and
West Broadway. Take the #1
can share with the rest of the
Club any images your little (or train to the Franklin Street station (one stop below Canal
big) heart desires. Theme or
Street). Walk one block north
no theme? Your choice! Clip
on West Broadway to White
© Gabriel Biederman
art included or competition
street, make a right turn, and
rules? You decide! Color or
walk half a block to the gallery.
black-and-white? It’s up to
tonight. The program for this
Take the A, C, or E train to the
you! Prints or PDIs? Music or
evening is a presentation by
silent? Whichever you think is Canal Street station. Walk
Gabriel Biederman. Gabe is a
the most appropriate for your south on Church Street/Sixth
travel and self-taught fine art
Avenue three blocks to White
images! Just be sure to keep
photographer. He states
proudly, ”I love the process of your presentation to under five Street, make a right turn, and
minutes. This should be a fun walk half a block to the gallery.
creating the image. Classic
Although a longer walk, take
cameras, pinholes, and plastic evening in the Gallery—no
any other train to Canal Street,
cameras help push the visions matter what the weather outwalk west to Church Street,
along—I’m a big fan of choos- side.
and follow the directions iming a specific camera to get me
mediately above. Street park* Monday, January 30
into a certain mindset. I try to
Competition Entry Deadline ing is available, but limited.
spend some quality time in my
darkroom every week, though Please note that PDI entries are
the digital darkroom is piquing due by midnight tonight for
my interest in pixels!” Gabe’s
next week’s competition.
work has been featured in photography exhibits in San Francisco, New York, London, and
Hawaii as well as being published in print and on the internet. Currently, Gabriel can
be found on the road at photo
Directions to the Pine’s
trade shows and industry
at 680 West End Avenue at
events marketing for B&H
93rd Street, Apartment 5D.
Photo Video and Pro-Audio.
Take the #1, 2, or 3, trains to
He also teaches workshops on
96th Street (exit at the south
night photography across the
end of the station) or the M7,
country. The meeting, open to
M11, or M104 bus to 93rd/94th
the general public, begins at
Streets. From the train or bus,
6:30 p.m. A $7 donation is colwalk the few steps to 93rd
lected upon entry. See the listStreet, make a right turn and
ing for December 21st for the
head west to the apartment endirections to the meeting’s
trance on the corner of West
location.
End Avenue and 93rd Street.
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Before and After
This is the RAW file right
out of the camera—no
adjustments, no manipulation, no nothing.
This is the same image
after correcting for exposure, color, saturation, etc. It was also
cloned and cropped.
Wow, what a difference!
©2016 Chuck Pine
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