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Printed issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller
items of photographic or general interest are
always accepted. The staff of Photo Notes
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President’s Message

get or seek something that
might be easier to use, these
programs might be for you.
What is ”open source softMany of these programs are
ware” and why is it important
cross-platform and can be used
to photographers? It is comon WIN and Mac computers.
puter software that is not only
For a list of the best go to:
downloadable for free but also
<www.techradar.com/best/
includes source code that can
best-open-source-software> or
be modified or enhanced by
<www.rawtherapee.com/>
anyone. The way that program
Other well known open
For some of the best photo
looks and acts is determined
source software include
editing programs:
by the underlying programMozilla Firefox (Internet
<www.briefside.com/openming code. We are not speakbrowser), VLC (media player),
source-photo-editor/> and
ing of proprietary software
GIMP (photo editing), Audaci<www.techradar.com/best/
such as Microsoft Office or
ty (music and recording),
free-photo-editor>
Adobe Photoshop that grants
Mozilla Thunderbird (email),
Our program on November
its users a license to use the
and Linux (operating system).
software according to its terms There are countless numbers of 11th will be a Portfolio How-to
Workshop with longtime
and specifies how many copies open source versions of longcan be made and the number
time commercial programs
Continued on page 14
of computers it can be used on available. If you are on a budand absolutely restricts access
to the source code. Restrictions
(Terms of Service) are listed on
Photo Notes
each software license that we
agree to before installing.
Publisher:
Ed Lee
Open source software is reEditor:
Chuck Pine
leased to the computing comCommittee:
Will Aimesbury, Bill Apple, Madeleine
munity with a license that alBarbara, Elsa Blum, Ann Broder, Ruth Formanek,
lows anyone to use the proGladys Hopkowitz, Hedy Klein, Paul Perkus, Elena
gram, to view the source code,
Pierpont, Helen Pine, Judy Rosenblatt, and Puneet Sood
copy it, modify it, and learn
Contributors: Bill Apple, John Brengelman, Christine
from sharing the source code
Doyle, Ruth Formanek, Paul Grebanier, Ed Lee,, Chuck
without charging a fee. This
Pine, and Judy Rosenblatt,
promotes collaboration and
sharing among programmers
Photo Notes is produced on a MacBook Pro
and anyone else interested in
using iWork Pages and Adobe Photoshop.
software development. As a
All uncredited images are royalty-free clip art or otherwise
result, open source software is
believed to be in the public domain.
usually reliable and secure.
Credited images remain the sole property of their
Apache Open Office and Licopyright holders—all rights reserved.
breOffice, two Microsoft Office
clones are examples of open
source application software.
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You’re Invited to a
Holiday Party
It’s that time of the year
again! Time to mark your
calendars and make your
plans to attend Park West
Camera Club’s holiday party.
This event is scheduled
for Monday night, December
16th. The Holiday Party will
take place in the home of the
Pines (Chuck and Helen)—
680 West End Avenue, corner
of 93rd Street, apartment 5D.
Directions may be found at
the end of the Schedule of
Activities on page 39.
As usual, our hosts will
be roasting a holiday turkey
and preparing all of the
trimmings that go with it
including dressing (stuffing)
and cranberry sauce.

The other main and side
dishes have not yet been
decided upon—we will be
discussing it at the Club’s
November business meeting.
In addition, we’ll be providing hors d’oeuvres (both hot
and cold), desserts (both
finger- and fork-food), and
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beverages (both alcoholic and
soft drinks)—all fit for royalty.

(no cash in the mail, please) to
Pine, 680 West End Avenue
#5D, NY, NY 10025. Be sure
you send it in time to arrive
well before the party.
We’ll start serving dinner
around 7 p.m. (Please do not
arrive prior to 6:30 p.m.)
Members are expected to
We’ll be keeping a list (and pitch in and help—you will be
checking it twice) to make sure asked to sign up with the
Social Committee for either
who’s coming (both naughty
set-up of the buffet tables, KPand nice). Send an e-mail if
duty during the party, and/or
you’d like to attend (or if you
clean-up after the festivities
can’t come so we know that
have concluded. Bring your
you received the message) to
family. Bring your friends.
<pwccny@gmail.com>
Bring your appetite. We will
There will be a charge of
provide the holiday cheer.
$20 per person to cover the
All in all, this is one of the
costs of the food, paper and
yearly Club events that no
plastic goods, beverages, and
other essentials. Your payment PWCCer should miss!
may be given to Chuck or
Helen at any Club
meeting (they will
be accepting your
cash or check—
made out to
PWCC) or
you may mail
your checks
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4

CLUB

Going, Going, Gone!

Club Participation Nites

We’re referring to your Club
membership—that is if you
haven’t renewed your dues.
The deadline was September
30th, but because the October
competition was postponed,
the renewal period was extended until October 31st.
Remember, you must be a
paid-up member to participate
in our competitions, gallery
exhibits, and other Club activities. The dues are $150, allocated as $75 for membership and
$75 for the rental of our home
space, the Soho Photo Gallery.
If you joined in May or
later last year, you know who
you are, your membership is
good through September 2020.
For everyone else, it’s past the
time to renew.
You can renew by bringing
a check, made out to PWCC, to
any meeting and handing it to
Membership Chair Marlene
Schonbrun or by sending your
check (made out to PWCC) to
Club Corresponding Secretary,
Helen Pine, 680 West End
Avenue #5D, New York NY
10025.
Of course, if you have any
questions about your membership, please contact Marlene at
<marlenesch7@gmail.com> or
at 212-662-3107.
Renew your membership
now and don’t miss out on
even a single moment of
PWCC enjoyment!

This coming year there will be
four programs that require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities:
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• October 28th—Halloween
Party and Shoot Following in
the footsteps of last year’s successful event, we’re doing it
again. Bring your camera and
some props (hats, scarves, etc.).
We’ll provide the lights and
backgrounds. And then shoot
each other wearing whatever
works (or doesn’t). It’s all in
fun. Refreshments and beverages appropriate to the season
will be provided.

nd
a
me
o
C

!
e
n
go

Marty
©2018 George Hansen

the clouds, raindrops, snow
flakes, and the rest? Here’s
your opportunity to do so, and
share it with the rest of us.

• March 9th—Table Top and
Still Life Workshop The Club
will provide the lights. The
members will provide the
props. This includes small objects, glassware, flowers, and
any other items that will fit on
a small table and just beg to be
photographed. Instructional
tidbits on lighting, composing
and the like will be available.

• March 23rd—Theme Night:
• January 27th—Theme Night: Light ”Photography” means
Weather ”Cloudy tonight with ”to write with light.” This is
a chance of rain.” Sound famil- your opportunity to interpret
this definition any way you’d
iar? We encounter some kind
like. Be literal; be creative; be
of weather every day of our
lives. But how often do we go whatever. Just have fun and
bring in some great images.
out there and actually shoot
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PWCC 2019-2020 Schedule
September
1
Chuck Pine Picnic
2
No Meeting (Labor Day)
9
Welcome Back
16
Guest Speaker (Leland Bobbé)
23
Business Meeting #1
30
No Meeting (Rosh Hashanah)
October
7
Competition #1 (Joyce Culver)
14
No Meeting (Columbus Day)
21
Guest Speaker (Jane Schreibman)
28
Halloween Costume Party and Shoot
November
4
Competition #2 (Marilyn Stern)
11
Workshop—Portfolio How-to
18
Guest Speaker (Bill Wadman)
25
Business Meeting #2
December
2
Competition #3 (Bill Wadman)
9
Guest Speaker ( )
16
Holiday Party
23
Winter Holiday
30
Winter Holiday
January
6
Competition #4 ( )
13
Portfolio Review
20
MLKing Day/Guest Speaker (
27
Theme Night—Weather

)

February
3
Competition #5 ( )
10
Workshop—Photoshop (David Atlas)
17
Guest Speaker/President’s Day ( )
24
Portfolio Review
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March
2
Competition #6 ( )
9
Workshop—Table Top & Still Life
16
Guest Speaker ( )
23
Theme Night—Light
30
Business Meeting #3
April
6
13
20
27

Competition #7 ( )
Competition Make-up
Guest Speaker ( )
Club’s Night Out—Sony Store

May
4
11
18
25

Competition #8 ( )
Guest Speaker ( )
Business Meeting #4
Memorial Day (No Meeting)

June
1
8
15
22
29

Year-End Competition ( )
Otto Litzel Dinner
ExCom Planning Meeting
Summer Meeting
No Meeting

Field trips, classes, additional workshops,
and the 2020 summer schedule will be published as the information becomes available.
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Images of the Month
Nobember 2019
by John Brengelman

Print-of-the-Month
Water View by Alice Somma

Honor Prints
Red Velvet by Madeleine Barbara
West Coast by Oggy Doytchinov
Cigarette Break by Florence Forman
Peter by George Hansen
Captain Terry by George Hansen
Dancers in Oaxaca by Natalie Manzino
Great Blue Heron by Elena Pierpont

PDI-of-the-Month
Dipping and Sipping
© Dzan Harba

PDI-of-the-Month
Dipping and Sipping by Chuck Pine

Honor PDIs

Print-of-the-Month
Water View
© Alice Somma
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I-84 W Pendleton by Will Aimesbury
Shipwreck by Joel Bernstein
Posing Polar Bear Cub by Justine Carson
Horseshoe Bend by David Cassidy
Wall Street Buzz by Remy Deyglun
Staten Island Ferry by Christine Doyle
Offering by Paul Grebanier
Hi-key Chrysanthemum by George Hansen
A Precious Moment by Harriet Josephs
Ghost Piano by Virginia Lawrence
Carnival Beer by Natalie Manzino
A Good Hand by Marshall Marcovitz
Painted Man by Marshall Marcovitz
Lola & Grouper by Elena Pierpont
Tip to Tail in Sepia by Chuck Pine
Bored by Michael Schleiff
Thinkers by Alice Somma
Annalisa by Harriet Stein
Going Home by Harriet Stein
Fun on the Sea Glass Carousel by Janet Susin
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Cumulative Point Totals

PDIs

through November 2019
by John Brengelman

Prints
George Hansen
Oggy Doytchinov
Elena Pierpont
Alice Somma
Medeleine Barbara
Florence Forman
Natalie Manzino
John Brengelman
Howard Stevens
Bill Apple
Sarah Corbin
Paul Grebanier
Paula Paterniti
Larry Rubin
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20
18
18
16
14
14
14
12
12
8
8
8
8
8

Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!
Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thanks to
our judge, Marilyn Stern,
for an excellent job.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!
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Chuck Pine
Marshall Marcovitz
Harriet Stein
Christine Doyle
Janet Susin
Julie Foehrenback
Hedy Klein
Will Aimesbury
Joel Bernstein
Justine Carson
David Cassidy
Remy Deyglun
Paul Grebanier
George Hansen
Harriet Josephs
Virginia Lawrence
Natalie Manzino
Elena Pierpont
Michael Schleiff
Alice Somma
Bill Apple
Ann Broder
Dorothy Mills
Catherine Smith
Howard Stevens
Lawrence Kreger
Jay Bitkower
John Brengelman
David Campbell
Florence Forman
Eloisa Huni
Gerald Reisner
Rita Russo
Larry Sapadin
Joan Slatkin
Marty Smith
Nicole Dosso
Peneet Sood
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22
20
20
18
18
16
16
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
12
12
12
12
12
10
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
6
6
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Competition Rotation

Photo Notes Deadlines

Committee Liaisons

The members of the Club, at
the May business meeting,
voted to change one of the
rules regarding our monthly
competition. We will go back
to alternating the order of the
prints and PDIs in our eight
monthly competitions beginning in October 2016. Here’s
the schedule:

Issue

Deadline

December 2019

December 2

January 2020

January 6

February 2020

February 3

March 2020

March 2

April 2020

April 6

May 2020

May 4

Summer 2020

August 15

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as a liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Month
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

Judged First
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the
Website Committee for posting
online and to the mailing list.

Photo Cartoon
of the Month

Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee

The original selfie!
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Halloween Party Pix
On the last Monday night of
October, the Monday prior to
Halloween, the Club held its
second annual Halloween
shoot and party. A great time
was had by all who showed
up and participated.
Here are some images
from from the evening as
taken by Ed Lee, PWCC
president, and leader of this
not-so-scary evening,
Can you identify the
Club members behind the
costumes?

All images
© 2019 Ed Lee
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

November 2019

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Eight
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Member Portfolio
This past July PWCC went
on an extended ( 10-day)
field trip to Trinidad and
Tobago. One of the highlights, at least for Chuck
Pine, the trip leader, was the
amazingly-hard-to-photograph hummingbirds. Here
are some of the results of his
efforts.
Enjoy!

All images
© 2019 Chuck Pine
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PWCC Website
by Christine Doyle
●
Park West Camera Club has
a website that is interactive
and very user-friendly.
By creating an account
and signing on to the website, members will be able to
create and update their own
personal galleries and share
their work. (BTW, you can
create multiple galleries if
you like.)
The gallery template
comes with privacy settings
that you control.
We encourage members to
take advantage of this feature and to make their galleries Public so that visitors to the website can see
the great work that our
members are doing, in addition to the monthly competition winners and honors images.
All members are encouraged to join the website. The
website contains links to
videos on a variety of topics
that will help guide you
through many of these processes. Here are some detailed instructions on how to
get started:
To Create Your Account:
● Enter into your browser
the following address:
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org/default.aspx>
● On the home page, press
the Login button in the
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●

●

●

●

●

upper right hand corner
(below the PWCC logo).
On the login page, scroll
down to the bottom. You
will see a box marked
Membership Information
and Membership Request.
Press the Membership Information button.
On the next page, press
the Create a new User Account and Request Membership button.
Scroll down to the box
marked Login Name. Enter your email address as
your login name. Press
Next.
On the next page you
will be asked to create a
password and reminder
question for that password. Please do so.
On the next page you
will be asked for some
personal information.
You only need to fill in
the lines where required is
indicated.
A request will be sent to
the webmaster to approve your request. The
webmaster will approve
the request and a message will be sent back to
you that you can access
the website as a member.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

To Upload Images to Your
Image Library:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Image Library.
● Scroll down and press the
Upload Images button.
● Scroll down and press the
Select button. This will
open your hard drive.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added at the same time
by pressing multiple
files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading your images.
● After your images are uploaded press Save Images
and Proceed to Edit Page
button.
● At the Edit Page you can
make changes to your
image titles. When done,
press Save any changes and
return to the original page.
You can now go to your
Gallery and upload your
images.
To Create a Member Gallery:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Galleries.
● Scroll down to Member’s
Galleries and press the
Add New Gallery button
(on the right).
● An online form will
open. Here you can customize your gallery, by
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•

adding a Title or Description, or adjusting additional settings, such as—
✦ Gallery Visibility
(Private, Organization
Access or Public)
✦ Transition (set how
the images will move)
✦ Options on what to
display (Image Title,
Author, Captions,
Thumbnails, etc.)
● Press the Update Gallery
Options button to save
your settings and preferences. You can now add
images to your gallery.
● The website has a section
for images taken during
PWCC field trips (PWCC
Club Outings). Galleries
for field trip images are
created in the same way
as member galleries.
To Add Images to Your
Gallery:
● After you log in or after
uploading images to
your Image Library, open
the gallery where you
want to display them.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), then at the next
page press either Display
Recent Uploads or Display
All Images (depending on
how recently the images
were uploaded).
● When you end selecting
images for your gallery,
press the Finished Marking Desired Images button.
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● This will take you to your
gallery page, where you
can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When finished reordering, press
the Save updates to image
order button.

can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When
done, press Save updates
to image order button.

Here is an alternative way to
add images to your gallery:
● After you log in, open the
gallery you want to upload images to.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), at the next page,
press the Upload Images
Into This Gallery button.
● Scroll down and press
the Select button (bottom
left). Your hard drive library will open.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added by selecting multiple files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading the images.
● After your images are
uploaded press the Save
Images and Proceed to Edit
Page button.
● At the Edit New Images in
Gallery page, you can review and edit the image
titles. When done, press
the Save any changes and
return to original page button.
● This will take you to your
gallery page where you

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

President’s Message
continued
favorite speaker/photographer/educator Jean Miele,
see: <https://www.jeanmiele.com/> Jean will lead a
workshop on the how, what,
and why of putting together
a photo portfolio. His personal interest in perception,
spirituality, and mysticism
have inspired and informed
his artwork since the
mid-1980s. In addition to
making fine-art and commercial work, Jean is wellknown as a teacher whose
workshops, seminars, and
one-on-one tutorials demystify digital and empower
students to realize their own
photographic vision. Please
join us for this presentation.
Be well!

Ed
14
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Member Bio
Barry Fahrer

I am a licensed New York
State land surveyor with an
office in Freeport, Long
Island. I live on East 4th
Street in Alphabet City, and
enjoy walking and biking
along the nearby East River.
I started taking film
pictures when I attended
Queens College and was on
the school newspaper, back
in the 60s.
I enjoy several different
avenues of photography,
primarily landscape, especially boating scenes with
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reflections, some city street
art, and travel photography.
I have been using Canon
cameras for many years now.
I started with the digital
Rebel and moved up over
the years. Up until this
summer I used the 70D,
which I really enjoyed, and
will still use it in some
circumstances. I recently
invested in the new mirrorless R model in preparation
for a trip to Asia. I like the
new camera a lot although
there was, not so much of a
learning curve, but rather a
rethinking of how I shoot.
My favorite feature of this
camera is the ability to set
the focus point on any part
of the scene by sliding my
thumb on the rear display.
I use Lightroom to work
on my shots. I think it allows
me to create the type of photos that I can enjoy without
working too hard. I also
have several other programs
installed but rarely use them.
I download my photos
into an external drive and
put them into folders indexed by year, date, and
place. After I process
the pictures, the ones I
like are given a name,
such as “Red Sloop.”
This way I can go back
into my stack and look
for the shots I liked.
I post many shots on
my FaceBook page. I do
print some of them. I

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

also like to have them printed on metal and glass.
Give me a blank sheet of
paper and it would have
been better staying blank
than anything I could draw
on it. Photography gives me
the ability to be creative. I
enjoy finding shots and
scenes that pique my creative spirit. I probably enjoy
tweaking the shots on the
computer as much, if not
more than pressing the
camera button.

I used to belong to a
Long Island camera club,
and I found it made me a
better photographer. I think
belonging to PWCC will
keep me moving in the right
direction. I learn the most
about Lightroom from
watching YouTube videos,
particularly those from Matt
Klokowski. I found PWCC
by searching the internet. I
look forward to learning
more and sharing pictures
and experiences.
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Depth of Field

57th (see “Two Left
by Bill Apple Feet?” below). The third
shot, from London
shirtmaker Charles
Scholastic, or Iconoclastic?
Tyrwhitt, actually ranges
into disturbing territory
Last month I touched on
because of esthetic liberesthetics, visual ideals that
ties it takes: the model’s
photographers exploit which
eyes are obliterated (see
periodically bounce among
“Look Ma, No Eyes!”).
trends and tastes. PhotograAs newbies, we’re
phers sometimes purposely
steeped in a basic esthetcast off the time-honored and
ic idea: photos should be
staid rules—composition’s
Rule of Thirds, say, or leading pleasing, well-composed, executed crisply.
lines—to free themselves
They should look nice in
creatively.
other words, not slop“Staid”? Sedate and
py, ugly, or repellent.
respectable. Unadventurous.
Look Ma, No Eyes! This ad, from upscale
London shirtmaker Charles Tyrwhitt, has its
Check three recent fashion Avoid ugliness. (Yes,
model demonstrating a special stretchy fabric.
Weegee, Arbus. I
photos, all ads, none of them
His oversized hoop, however, blocks his eyes
know.)
exactly staid. All three have
from our view, a cardinal sin in portraiture.
sacrificed conventional esthetContinued on next page
ics and so caught my eye.
The first pair, from
Two Left Feet? The model in a $2000 Givenchy suit (left) has somehow
Nordstrom, promote a sleek
lost his left foot. Ouch! The left foot of the man holding a poodle (right)
Givenchy suit and the departshows motion blur that’s a bit disturbing. Advertising often tolerates, even
ment store’s new flagship on
encourages, eye-catching lapses in esthetics and composition.

November 2019

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

16

PHOTOGRAPHY

In our first attempts at
portraits we further learn that
eyes are key. That means tacksharpness, even for animals.
Human eyes, moreover, should
make eye contact, to connect
photographer, subject, and
whoever sees the image later.
Eyes help us to know people.
(Yes, exceptions here too.)
And these three pictures?
For esthetic reasons they’d
probably not pass muster with
many PWCC judges, who
often value the conventional
over the iconoclastic. But that
doesn’t mean they’re bad.
(I love standard poodles.)
Besides, this is advertising.
Lapses like these are forgivable on Madison Avenue.
After all, an ad’s main job is
first to get noticed, then to sell
something. So ads must shout
graphically. You can shout, by
ditching conventionality. Still,
if I could just see the eyes in
that shirt picture.
These lapsed esthetics
somehow bring to mind Annie
Leibovitz’s 1981 Rolling Stone
cover: Meryl Streep in mime
make-up, tweaking her face’s
plasticity as you might mold
clay, between pinched fingers
(see “Meryl’s Masque”). It’s
Leibovitz schtick—and not
especially “pretty”—but
freighted with symbolism. An
actor’s face must be malleable.

Francisco Museum
of Modern Art and
a current photography show that’s perversely interesting.
Unfortunately, I
know the show only
through write-ups,
not having seen it.
It’s called “Don’t!
Photography and the
Art of Mistakes,”
and it runs through
December 1st—if
you’ll be in San
Francisco.
Introducing the
Meryl’s Masque Annie Leibovitz captured
exhibit is a collection
this unconventional portrait of Meryl Streep for
of yellowed handa 1981 magazine. The unusual composition
lends staying power to what is a remarkable,
books, magazines,
most memorable image.
manuals—the
myriad how-to
material that phoStreep certainly maintains
tographers had to master back
eye contact (as portraits norin the day in order to get
mally demand). This one has
decent images from cameras
enjoyed remarkable staying
that were appallingly simple
power. Readers old enough
by current digital standards.
will likely know it. How many They were published mainly
of the gazillions of images
from the 19th century to the
you’ve ever seen can boast
mid-20th.
that? It’s good, quite the
Back then, without instruopposite of unadventurous.
mentation—maybe a light
So you can break esthetic
meter, if lucky—you had to
rules, but sparingly and in
rely on your technical “chops”
the service of creating a more
and on climbing a steep learncompelling image. Important, ing curve. Naturally, photogto know which rules you’re
raphers would err, certainly
violating, how, and why.
those just starting out. SomeWhich brings us to the San
times results were pretty
off-putting; other times they
paid off in great shots.
Continued on next page
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You needed to learn: exposure (both in camera and enlarger), focus, lenses, lighting,
camera settings, composition
(of course!), the quirks of
chemistry, papers, toners.
You also had to know or
devise workarounds in tricky
picture situations—like backlighting or impossible depth
of field. These days, smartphone photographers don’t
have that know-how to fall
back on. Their photographic
“smarts” reside entirely in
their smartphones.
On display is the Kodak
perennial, updated regularly
since 1910, How to Make Good
Pictures: A Book for the Amateur
Photographer. There’s a 1936
tome called The Photo-Guide:
130 Photo-Faults and How to
Avoid Them, by Wolf H. Döring
(did you know there were
130?). There’s also an advice
book by Alfred Stieglitz, 12
Random Don’ts (1909). Stieglitz
tells you what to avoid, but
blesses mistakes anyway
My favorite book title: Why
My Photographs are Bad (1902)
by Charles M. Taylor Jr., a 250page compendium of examples from Taylor’s view camera, many still relevant into
our 21st century. You can leaf
through an online PDF here:
tinyurl.com/y5j35m2d. (See
“How NOT To.”)
The museum’s wall panels
highlight a dozen of photography’s “Don’ts,” like motion
blur, “off-framing” (from care-
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How NOT To Clockwise from top left:
Charles Taylor’s 1902 guide on avoiding
mistakes, “Why My Photographs are Bad”;
Taylor’s own shot to illustrate an error he
calls “shadow of the operator” intruding
into the frame; and Lee Friedlander’s 1960s
photo, one from his series that turns the
shadow error into art.
less cropping—see “No Breathing Room”), double exposure,
lens flare, unwanted shadows
(cast by the photographer!)—
and others.
Some genuine bloopers
come courtesy of names you
know, like those above, plus
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work by Lisette Model,
Henri Cartier-Bresson, Ralph
Eugene Meatyard, and
Lartigue. If there’s any moral
it’s this: it is okay to err—you
might still strike gold.
Continued on next page
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No Breathing Room “Offframing” is one error that the
how-to books warn of. Here,
however, Dorothea Lange
harnesses this mistake—a
tight, off-center crop—in her
1956 photo, “Stepping Off,” of
a man leaving a San Francisco
cable car.
The exhibit’s quaintest rule
is long defunct: Avoid double
exposures by winding your
film carefully. It does not apply
in the digital world. This is a
“mistake” you can no longer
make, unless you want to, with
Photoshop. (A few digital cameras also allow in-camera double exposures as well.)
A Wall Street Journal review
ponders the age-old difficulty
of how to create a compelling
image even if a photographer
has mastered all technical issues, mindful of every pitfall.
The reviewer, on a pessimistic
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note, quotes
Henri CartierBresson from a
1998 newspaper
interview: “There
are two things
you can’t teach
[in photography]:
sensitivity and
imagination.”
Your smartphone—or autoeverything DSLR
—can help you
sidestep the
grossest of gross
mistakes, but all
Odd Geometry The error of “forethe automation in
shortening,” which distorts perspective
the world doesn’t
and proportions, is explored in this
necessarily pro1950s nude by Bill Brandt.
duce images
Focus Shmocus In the 1950s, photographer
“worth a
Ralph Eugene Meatyard broke sharp focus,
second
photography’s first rule, with a series of
look,” the
abstract images, all untitled. Here, focus is
reviewer
so lacking that you can’t tell if you’re even
wrote.
looking at human beings, let alone discern
You
men from women.
mean it’s
hopeless?
Say it ain’t
so, Henri.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

19

PHOTOGRAPHY

Gallery Watching
by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt
The New MoMA
Impressions of a first visit
by Ruth
Many millions were spent on
enlarging and renovating
MoMA (New York City’s Museum of Modern Art), for the
second time. The museum has
demolished and incorporated
the space once occupied on its
west side by the wonderful
American Museum on Folk
Art; it’s now replaced by a
black apartment tower, with
MoMA space on the ground
floor.

My first impressions of the
new MoMA were positive: Its
lobby has been enlarged, there
are more desks for tickets,

November 2019

membership, film
programs, etc.;
more museum
employees to help
you navigate, and
certainly many
more galleries on
the upper floors.
But I suspect that
the architects
thought they were
building a huge
railway terminal,
not a museum
lobby.
We went to see
some of the photo
galleries on the fourth floor
and discovered a whole new
concept in hanging the museum’s vast holdings: items are
arranged by time period: for
example, the 1930s to 1950s,
combining all art forms including movies. By the way, don’t
miss an excerpt from Jacques
Tati’s Playtime in a gallery on
the fourth floor!
It’s interesting to come in
contact with the arts of a whole
period of time. On the other
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Weed Study
© Harry Callahan
hand, should you want to see
more of an artist’s output that
falls either before or after a
given time period, you need to
ask a MoMA employee for the
number of the gallery. Harry
Callahan, for example, is represented in one gallery by two
photos, but where is his earlier
or later work?
Continued on next page

20

PHOTOGRAPHY

I was impressed, again, by
the museum’s rich holdings
and will return many times to
visit them. If you can document that you are an artist (like
you exhibited in one of
PWCC’s or other exhibits) you
can become a museum member for $35 for a year, instead
of paying almost that amount
for one day. And see their films
free! You’ll also get a 10% discount off the tchotchkes in the
museum store, and off the food
in the cafeteria on the second
floor.
Go there many times. It’s
like a course in Modern Art.
by Judy
Like Ruth, I also had mostly
positive impressions on this
first visit to the new MoMA.
But there is so much to see
that, in making one of the photo galleries our destination, we
didn’t even go near the permanent collection. We passed
through a number of intimate
themed galleries, each of
which contained a mix of media. So you never knew where
photographs might pop up.
For example, we came
across a series of Helen Levitt’s
street scenes in a gallery centered around Harlem, which
also featured the paintings of
Jacob Lawrence. Our destination gallery, though, featured
only photographs, but zeroed
in on post-WWII abstract images. It was called “Abstract
Lens” and was based, as I re-
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© Helen Levitt
member, on an exhibit organized by German photographer Otto Steinert. It rejected the
“commonplace and merely
beautiful” for experimental
“fresh solutions.” As you
might expect, Man Ray was
represented here, but I was
most taken by the work of
some Japanese photographers
previously unknown to me. I
thought Hiroji Yamada’s
“Flock of Gray
Starlings” (1956) especially
beautiful (sorry,
Mr.Steinert!). It could be
seen as an arrangement of
black marks against light
tones, with a round object
that could be the sun or the
moon. I surmise that this little exhibit was featured as an
example of the post-war
zeitgeist, which rejected old
ways of doing things for a
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fresh new start. The lighting here was a bit dim,
perhaps because the papers were beginning to
fade (the tones ranged
from black to a light tan).
So this exhibit, like many
of the others in the specialized galleries, will
probably be replaced in a
few months. But meanwhile we get to see work
that may never have had
an audience before.
There was a kind of
lighthearted, playful element in this warren of
galleries; I think this is
what the museum was striving
for. It does provide a new twist
on the usual museum-going
experience—sort of like a box
of chocolates where you don’t
know what flavor will be
coming up next. Perhaps this
themed approach, which the
above exhibit exemplifies, will
make art more accessible to
many viewers who might
otherwise be left cold.
Time will tell.

Flock of Gray Starlings
© Hiroji Yamada
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Portfolio Tips
How Many Pictures to Show
When it comes to determining
a reasonable number of images
to present, a good idea is to
leave the viewer wanting to
see more of your work, rather
than having seen too much. To
that end, consider paring your
work down to a tight edit of no
more than 24 prints or PDIs
(and keep a second edit on
hand to present if requested).
However, check with the organizer(s) beforehand—they may
give suggestions as to how
many and/or set limits

Present Work that Reflects a
Unified Theme or Artistic
Vision
It should go without saying
(but I’ll say it anyway) that any
photographer preparing a
portfolio should show pictures
organized around a unified
theme or artistic vision, and
not just a mishmash of “greatest hits.” (A portfolio is not the
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venue for advice on images
that span colorful floral still
lives, cute toddler snapshots, and exotic travel pictures, followed by dramatic
sunsets, and perhaps a
rainbow or two for good
measure, all in a single
portfolio.)

in fact, the shorter, the better—
that’s why this is generally
known as the “elevator pitch.”
When showing a portfolio,
speak your short opening
statement, open the portfolio,
and allow the viewer(s) time to
look and/or ask questions/
make comments.

Let your Pictures do the
Talking
Ideally, you should prepare a
short, concise verbal summary
to introduce your work and
describe your artistic approach, goals, and/or vision.
This shouldn’t be long or include complicated art-speak,

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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All Aboard!
Get ready to be amazed by
landscapes and history that
you just can’t see by plane,
boat, nor car. Climb aboard a
luxury railcar and get a frontrow seat to witness breathtaking views of the Canadian
Rockies. Roll through the unspoiled wilds of Scotland or set West Highland Line
Glasgow to Mallaig
eyes on storybook villages in
Switzerland. Sit back and relax Scotland
as you take a trip of a lifetime
through some of the most
jaw-dropping train routes in
the world.

Trans-Siberian Railway
Moscow to Vladivostok
Russia

.
Rocky Mountaineer
Vancouver to Banff
Canada

Tranzalpine
Christchurch to Greymouth
New Zealand

November 2019
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Glacier Express
Zermatt to St. Moritz
Switzerland
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Where in the World
These three images were all
taken in the same general area.
Can you guess where they
were shot?
Send your responses to
<pwccny@aol.com> Please use
”Where in the World?” in the
subject line of your e-mail.
Those who submit correct
answers will be announced in
next month’s issue of Photo
Notes.

Last month’s destination was
Montauk, Long Island. The only
correct answer was submitted
by member Joan Slatkin.
Good job, Joni!

Photo Notes is looking for images for this
”Where in the World?” column. If you would
like to stump and/or amaze your friends and
fellow Club members, submit 4 or 5 images of
your destination to <pwccny@aol.com>
Please size your images as for competition:
72 ppi; maximum width of 1,400 pixels; and
maximum height of 1,050 pixels.
Thank you for your participation

November 2019
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Using Your Camera

2. Get closer…much closer
by Chuck Pine There are several reasons for
getting closer to your subject,
no matter who or what you’re
Shooting Portraits
shooting. Remember, because
the face is the primary target
All of us have friends, family,
pets, and/or acquaintances,… in a portrait, it should occupy
most of the frame. Getting
and they all have faces. The
close will let you fill the frame
main subject of every portrait
is the face, and it should be the and eliminate background
distractions. In addition,
element given the most attention. Here are some tips to en- getting closer decreases the
able you to achieve profession- depth-of-field in the image,
thus blurring the background
al-looking results:
even further.

1. Use a wide aperture
This can be done by shooting
in aperture-priority mode and
setting the f-stop to the largest
setting (the smallest number—
like f-2 or f-4). Another option
is to set your camera to one of
its specialized shooting modes
—the portrait mode. This will
automatically give you a wide
aperture. Why wide aperture?
To give your background a
soft, out-of-focus look. This
concentrates the viewer’s eyes
on the main subject—the face.
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3. Choose a better background
This is a no-brainer, but often
we see otherwise good portraits shot against distracting
or garish backgrounds? Do
not make that mistake. While
you can blur out the background quite a bit by getting
close to your subject and using
a wide aperture (see Tips #1
and #2 above), a background
that is uncluttered and does
not appear distracting offers a
better portrait. Look for solid
color backgrounds. Look for
smooth backgrounds. Look for
non-reflective backgrounds.
Look for backgrounds that are
not too dark nor too bright.
4. Hold the camera vertically
This camera orientation is
called the portrait orientation,
as opposed to the landscape
orientation. Why? Because
most faces are longer vertically
than they are wide.
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Of course, in photography, as
in life itself—rules are made to
be broken. Just be aware of the
rules (aka the above tips) and
have a good reason for going
against the grain.

All imaages
© Chuck Pine
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PhotoShopping

Zoom Tool by typing the letter
by Chuck Pine ”z.” When the magnifying
glass icon appears, hold down
the Option Key (Alt Key) and
Going Straight
click on the image.
Only Superman can ”leap tall
Now we’re ready to do some
buildings in a single bound.”
straightening.
Bit you can do Superman one
better. You can straighten
buildings that appear to be
leaning or falling down!
Whenever you shoot with
a very wide-angle lens, or
when you tilt your camera up
to get in all of a tall structure,
you distort the image, as in
the photo below…

Pull the upper left handle out
to the left. This will straighten
out the leaning tower. But, it
will also pull the smaller tower
on the lower right.
Repeat the above step, this
time pulling the upper right
handle to the right.

Go to Edit > Transform >
Distort . A bounding box will
appear around the image with
handles on the four corners
and midway on the four sides.

Keep alternating back and
forth until both the left and
right towers are completely
vertical.
Voilà! You have just outdone
the Man of Steel!

To correct this distortion, start
off by duplicating the image by
typing Command-J on a Mac
(or Control-J on a Windows
machine) or by going to Layer
> Duplicate Layer… and then
clicking OK.
Make sure that there is space
around all four sides of the
image. To achieve this, get the

November 2019
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Photo Shopping
by Chuck Pine
Rugged Travel Drives
Photography and travel go
hand-in-hand. When we travel
with our photo gear we always
make sure that our camera,
lenses, flashes, and laptops are
well protected. It is important
that we protect our data files as
well. For this we need portable
hard drives that are made just
for this purpose. Here are
some for you to check out…
The pocket-sized, solid-state
SanDisk Extreme Portable
External SSD (also comes in a
Pro model) has capacities from
250GB to 2TB and costs $260
(for the most expensive 2TB
Pro model).
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Check out the various features,
sizes, and prices to find the
hard drive that suits your style
of travel and meets your photographic needs. You’ll be glad
that you did.
All these drives (and many
others) are being upgraded
with more features and larger
capacities every week. Don’t
be surprised if the price tags
are enhanced as well.

The G-Technology ArmorATD
is as rugged as they get. They
come in capacities ranging
from 1TB to 4TB, the most
expensive of which is under
$200 (at B&H).
The orange-girded LaCie
Rugged RAID Pro comes in
one size—4TB— and lists for
$300 (at B&H). It has an SDcard slot for downloading
directly without the need for
your computer (but you cannot
view the images this way).

The GNARBOX 2.0 solid-state
drive comes in two sizes,
512GB and 1TB, for $600 and
$900, respectively, but it also
has an LCD screen so you can
do editing right on the spot.

Disclaimer
The 250GB to 2TB solid-state
WD My Passport Wireless
drive has an SD slot, wireless
connectivity, and will run you
from $192 to $700 depending
on the capacity you choose.
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I do not, nor does anyone
else in the Club, make a
profit from the sales of
these items.
Chuck
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of the
upcoming offerings

Monday, November 18
Humanitarian Photography
Speaker: Jamie Rose

Monday, November 11
Astrophotography
Speaker: Christopher Witt Meade Note: this event takes
place downtown in East River
Park (Between Grand and
Jackson Streets)

Tuesday, November 12
Travel Photography
Speaker: Lester Lefkowitz
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Check out the B&H
website at <www.bhphoto.com> for all the
details as well as
complete lists of other
programs, and to sign
up for the course(s) of
your choice. Please
note, they do accept
walk-ins for events
that have not reached
capacity.
The B&H Event
Space is located on
the second floor of
the SuperStore,
located at 420 9th
Avenue on the
corner of 34th
Street.

Monday, November 25
Travel Photography, Cont’d
Speaker: Lester
Lefkowitz

Monday, November 25
Personal Projects
Speaker: Dotan Saguy

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Sedona Symposium

Dating for Photogs

macOS Catalina

The 2nd Annual Sedona
Photography Symposium is
scheduled to take place next
summer, August 20th through
the 23rd, 2020. Of course, it all
takes place in and around
Sedona, Arizona, the red-rock
capital of the world.
Following in the footsteps
of last year’s very successful
inaugural meeting, this year’s
symposium promises to be
even bigger and better.
The Sedona Photography
Symposium is presented
through the Sedona Camera
Club, a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing education and resources for photographers of all skill levels.
Be sure to check them out
at <www.sedonaphotosym.com>
over the next few months to
see what it’s all about.

Single photographers may
want to start hiding their
pastime on dating profiles as
creativity is deemed one of
the least desirable traits a
potential partner looks for.
A new study by researchers
at the University of Swansea
(in Wales, UK) has set out to
find what an ideal long-term
partner typically looks like.
This particular test, the
largest of its kind on mate
preference, asked participants to determine which of
eight attributes they valued
the most.
The characteristics in
question were: physical
attractiveness, financial
prospects, creativity, kindness, humor, religiosity,
chastity, and the desire for
children.
Regardless of the location
of those polled, creativity
was among the three least
desirable traits along with
chastity and religiosity.
Kindness was by far the
most commonly picked
option.
Creativity ranking so
low is a little worrying for
photographers although I’m
sure the most creative of us
will work out a way to turn
this negative into a positive.
[pardon the photo pun]

If you are a Mac user, the latest
Macintosh operating system,
macOS Catalina, is now available. Read this before you
upgrade your computer. There
are issues with Photoshop
and Lightroom (both CC and
Classic versions).
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Adobe recommends that
users test their applications on
a separate partition that is not
involved with the actual processing of images. Another
option is to simply wait to upgrade until the issues are fully
resolved.

To get fixes as Adobe
makes them available, launch
the Creative Cloud app and
choose automatic updates. In
the meantime postpone upgrading to the newest MacOS.
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Bald Eagle Workshop

Fotografiska New York

Join Tamron and The Photo
Center of Brick, NJ for a 2-part
workshop at the Conowingo
Dam in northeastern Maryland. This workshop will include a lecture/demonstration
and a shooting session.
The event will begin
Monday evening, November
18th, with a lecture covering
useful photography tips and
techniques that will benefit
you in capturing great shots
of the Bald Eagles at the
Conowingo Dam. It will cover
how to get the best photos
with long telephoto lenses,
mega-zoom lenses, use of
teleconverters, and more.

Manhattan’s new photography
museum, Fotografiska New
York, will open this December
at 281 Park Avenue South at
East 22nd Street. Meanwhile,
stroll by the new venue and
view the street-front windows

On Sunday, November
24th, you will be guided on a
full hands-on workshop at the
amazing Conowingo Dam.
Free Tamron lens loaners will
be available as well as a picnic
lunch and refreshments.
The cost of the workshop is
only $129.99.
For more info and to sign
up for this workshop, go to
<www.regonline.com/
builder/site/Default.aspx?
EventID=2571224>

November 2019

Winter Village
The Winter Village in Bryant
Park is now open, noon-8 p.m.
daily through January 5th for
your shopping
and photography
pleasure. Bryant
Park is located
between 40th and
42nd Streets. on
Sixth Avenue, in
back of the main
Manhattan public
library.
Admission is
always free!

The museum
which started in May
2010 in Stockholm,
Sweden, has the goal
to make art accessible and create “the
world's best meeting
place for photography.”.
The museum’s
space will feature an unparalleled blend of world-class art,
award winning cuisine, live
music, nightlife, and retail experiences to create an immersive environment beyond the
ordinary—all under one roof.
For updates and additional
information visit the website at
<www.fotografiska.com/nyc>

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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For all the details, see the Schedule of Activities on the following pages.
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for
holidays and a curtailed
summer schedule). Please join
us at a meeting or on one of
our other scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated
otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of
activities are detailed directions to our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
All meetings begin at 6:30
p.m. sharp unless otherwise
indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
include: Photo Events which
may be of interest to photographers; and Photo Ops which
offer opportunities to take
photos.
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* Monday, November 11
Workshop—Portfolio
How-to
What is a photo portfolio?
A portfolio is a concise collection of photos created to show
people your best work. Its
purpose is usually to get a
Monday, November 11
photography gig. Whether you
Photo Op—
want to do weddings, portraits,
Veteran’s Day Parade
commercial jobs, or to work for
an environmental group to save
The New York City Veterans
a piece of the earth, a portfolio is
Day Parade is our nation’s
largest event honoring military the tool that shows a customer
your capabilities. Tonight, guest
service. The first celebration was in 1919
—then called
Armistice Day. The
Parade provides the
public with the opportunity to salute
our veterans and
military, and raises
awareness for organizations working to
serve their needs. It
© Jean Miele
is the centerpiece of
an annual citywide effort to
honor our veterans communi- Jean Miele will lead a workshop on the how, what, and why
ty. Over 300 groups and
30,000+ participants will march of putting together a photo
up 5th Avenue from 26th Street portfolio. Jean uses photograto 48th Street. The opening cer- phy to explore the borderlands
between fiction and reality. His
emony starts at 10 a.m. in
personal interest in perception,
Madison Square Park. The
spirituality, and mysticism
parade begins at 11:15 a.m.
have inspired and informed
and concludes around 3 p.m.
his artwork since the mid1980s. In addition to making
fine-art and commercial work,
Jean is well-known as a teacher
whose workshops, seminars,
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and one-on-one tutorials
demystify digital and
empower students to realize
their own photographic vision.
Jean is from Brooklyn, and in
case you were wondering his
name is pronounced ‘Gene’—
but he prefers to be called
‘Gino.’ To see more of Jean’s
work, visit his website at
<www.jeanmiele.com>

beach—lots of photo ops for us
to enjoy! We’ll meet on the
main floor of Grand Central
The New York Photo Salon is a Terminal at the clock, at 10:15
a.m. and take the Metro-North
forum offering the finest phoHudson Line to the Crotontography. Their mission is to
build and maintain a commu- Harmon Station (an hour ride).
nity of professional photogra- Trip Leader—Marty Smith,
<marty@panix.com> 347-703phers in the City. Tonight’s
3905 Be sure to sign up for this
meeting will be held at the
trip at any Club meeting or by
School of Visual Arts, 136
West 21st Street, room 418. contacting the trip leader
The doors open at 6:30 p.m. directly. If you must cancel,
and the presentations begin please contact the trip leader.
at 7 p.m. This evening’s
* Monday, November 18
guest photographers have
Guest Speaker—Bill Wadman
not yet been announced.
Admission is free.
Tonight’s guest photographer
is Bill Wadman. Bill is an
* Friday, November 15
American portrait shooter
Field Trip—Croton Point
living in Brooklyn. His images
Park
have been seen on the covers
First Place Winner
Croton Point Park is a park, and pages of major publicaUntitled
tions throughout the world.
of all things, in the village of
© Kaitlyn Danielson
After a career as an art director
Croton-on-Hudson, of all
places, in Westchester County. in advertising, he rediscovered
Tuesday, November 12
photography and figured out
The park abuts the Hudson
Photo Event—
what he wanted
Soho Photo Opening
to do with his
life. His techniSoho Photo Gallery is proud to
cal skills are
present the winners of the 15th
more than
International Alternative Processmatched by his
es Competition plus individual
natural eye for
exhibits by some of its memwhat makes a
bers. The reception will be held
great image. Bill
today, from 6 to 8 p.m. The
was a co-host of
gallery is open daily from 1 to
the popular pho6 p.m., by appointment, and on
tography podcast
Monday nights at our Club
River. It has many attractions
On Taking Pictures featured on
meetings. This show will be
including: miniature aircraft
the 5by5 Network from 2011hanging through November
airport, boat launch, fishing,
30th. For more info on this
picnicking, hiking and walking 2018 as well as a member of
the American Society of Media
exhibit, go to the website at
trails, museum, nature study,
Photographers. To see more of
<www.sohophoto.com>
playground, swimming, and

November 2019

Tuesday, November 12
Photo Event—
NY Photo Salon

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

33

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Wednesday, November 20
Photo Event—Sierra Photo

© Bill Wadman
Bill’s work go to his website at
<www.billwadman.com> The
curtain raiser for tonight is
long-time PWCC member, and
photographer par excellence,
Joan Slatkin. Her presentation
documents the rally and
memorial for a biker killed by
a truck driver—gripping!

© Lester Lefkowitz

November 2019

The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is meeting tonight.
The program is a presentation on macro photography
by the noted photographer
Lester Lefkowitz. He has
been a professional photographer, writer, and educator
for over 30 years. His photographs have been used by
most Fortune-500™ companies and literally hundreds
of major publications around
the world. He has photographed in all 50 states, 16 countries, and Antarctica. Lester has
written numerous magazine
articles, as well as books on
macro photography, electronic
flash, and Polaroid processes.
He was a very early adopter of
all things digital and has extensive experience both in the
studio and on location. To
learn more about Lester’s
work, visit his website at
<www.lesterlefkowitz.com>
The meeting, open to the
public, begins at 6:30 p.m. A
$7 donation is collected
upon entry. The NYC Sierra
Club Photography Committee meets at the Metropolitan Opera Guild, on the 6th
floor of the Rose Building at
Lincoln Center. The address
is 70 Lincoln Center Plaza,
located on the north side of
West 65th Street, between
Broadway and Amsterdam
Avenue, closer to Amster-

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

dam. From the street, take the
stairs, elevator, or escalator up
one level and proceed through
the revolving doors into the
lobby to get the elevator to the
6th floor.

* Thursday, November 21
Projected Image Workshop
All Club members are invited
to bring a half dozen or so
PDIs (on a flash drive) for an
honest, but gentle, critique
of your work. These may be
finished images, work in
progress, shots you’re thinking
of entering into competitions,
whatever. We start at 7 p.m.
The doors open at 6:30 p.m. so
you may enter your images.
(Please don’t arrive any
earlier.) All this will take place
at the home of Chuck and
Helen Pine. See page ?? for
the address and directions.
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Would you like to experience
the same joy and wonderment, as well as the photographic possibilities? Then
head up to the American Museum of Natural History via
the B or C train, or take the #1
train to 79th Street and walk to

Thursday, November 28
Photo Op—
Thanksgiving Day Parade

Before you settle down for a
Thanksgiving feast, come in
person to shoot the 93rd annual Macy*s Thanksgiving Day
* Monday, November 25
Parade as it marches from
Business Meeting #2
the Museum of Natural
This is the second business
History down Central
meeting of the Club year.
Park West and then 6th
There’s always plenty of
Avenue to Herald Square.
excitement in the air. The
The parade will feature
minutes from the September
performances by the
business meeting may be
Rockettes, Broadway stars,
found beginning on page 7
and high school marching
in the October issue of Photo
bands, as well as dozens of
Notes. As usual, we’ll end the
colorful floats and gigantic
meeting with refreshments
helium balloons. Santa
the
Museum.
On
both
77th
and socializing.
Claus brings up the rear of the
Street and 81st Street, from
parade, kicking off the 2019
Central Park West to Columholiday (shopping) season. The
bus Avenue, all of the balloons parade kicks off at 9 a.m. and
in Macy*s annual Thanksgivlasts for several hours. For ading Day parade will be in the
ditional information go to
process of inflation. Starting in <www.macys.com/parade> If
the mid-afternoon, and going you’d like to meet up with
on all night, you will find
other PWCCers to shoot the
plenty to photograph. Be sure parade, why not use the Club’s
to bring a zoom lens and a
* Monday, November 25
Yahoo e-mail group to set a
flash
to
get
the
best
images.
Competition Entry Deadline
place and time?
There are plenty of places to
Please note that PDI entries are grab a bite to eat and warm up
Sun., Dec. 1—Tue., Dec. 31
due by midnight tonight for
between shooting.
Photo Ops—
next week’s competition.
Xmas Windows
Wednesday, November 27
Photo Op—Balloons Galore
Do you remember the opening
scene of the movie Miracle on
34th Street (the original one)
where Natalie Wood is enjoying the pre-parade excitement
of the Macy*s extravaganza?

November 2019
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Take a stroll down 5th
Avenue to photograph
all the famous holiday
windows along the
way. Also, be sure to
keep your camera
ready for all the shoppers, tourists, and the
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Remember, print
entries must be
submitted by 6:15
p.m. so that we may
get underway with
the competition
promptly at 6:30
p.m. PDI entries
must be submitted
by midnight one
week prior to today:
others on the street. Be sure to
dress for the weather—probably cold, maybe wet and
windy. My suggestion is to
start at 59th Street and start
walking south along the west
side of 5th Avenue. When you
get to 34th Street, cross over to
the east side of and start walking north. This journey is
about one-and-a-half miles in
each direction. You might want
to do the walk in several segments. Don’t forget to check
out the side streets on both
sides of 5th Avenue so you
don’t miss anything.

Tuesday, December 3
Photo Event—
Soho Photo Opening
Soho Photo Gallery is proud
to present the works of six
Soho Photo Gallery members.
The reception will be held
today, from 6 to 8 p.m. The
gallery is open daily for viewing from 1 to 6 p.m., by appointment, and on Monday nights at our Club
meetings. This show will
be hanging through
December 21st. For more
info on this and other
Soho Photo exhibits, go to
<www.sohophoto.com>
Wednesday, December 4
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting

Professional Women
Photographers is a group
of women photographers
who network and share
their images and experi© Bill Wadman
ences. Tonight is their annual
November 25th. Reminder—
holiday party. Members will
* Monday, December 2
you may enter up to four
present mini portfolios of their
Monthly Competition
images in tonight’s competiwork. Refreshments will be
served. The PWP meetings are
Tonight is the second competi- tion, but no more than two
tion of the new year (it shoulda prints and two PDIs. Tonight’s held at the Metropolitan Opera
judge is Bill Wadman. (Yes, the Guild, in the Samuel & David
been the third). Who will win
same Bill Wadman who
Rose Building, 70 Lincoln
the top honors? What will the
Center Plaza (65th Street
judge say about your images? showed us his images a few
weeks ago). See the listing
between Amsterdam Avenue
Will you agree? The only way
to find out the answers to these under November 18th for Bill’s abd Broadway). The doors
brief biography and website
open at 6 p.m. and the meeting
probing questions is to come
information.
begins at 6:30 p.m. There is a
on down and enter. Full rules
$10 fee for non-members of
are available from the CompePWP. Refreshments will be
tition or the Membership
available.
Committees at any meeting.

November 2019
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Wednesday, December 4
Photo Op—Tree Lighting

of the
downtown
platform of
the Q-N-R
trains at
Union
Square/
14th Street
at 4:30 p.m.
For those
who want
© Nancy Sirkis
to get to
Brooklyn on their own,
we’ll meet you on the southget the time and location for
east corner of 86th Street and
this session. The workshop
4th Avenue in Brooklyn, just
leader, Nancy Sirkis, is a fine
upstairs from the subway staart photographer and an ICP
tion, at 5:30 p.m. From there
printing instructor.

The 2019 tree will be lit for the
first time on Wednesday, December 4, at Rockefeller Plaza.
Each year, thousands crowd
the sidewalks for the event and
millions watch the live broadcast on NBC, channel 4. The
tree will remain lit and on display on the plaza between
West 48th and 51st Streets and
Fifth and Sixth Avenues
through early 2020. On
Christmas day, the lights shine * Wednesday, December 11
Field Trip—Christmas Lights
for a full 24 hours.

We’re going to the Dyker
Heights section of Brooklyn to
spend several glorious and
bone-chilling hours shooting
All Club members are invited
the Christmas light displays of
to bring a dozen or so prints
this well-to-do residential area
for this Club event. Bring
them for an honest, but gentle —called by the New York
Times “the best free show in
critique of your work. This
the City.” Be sure to dress for
workshop has limited space.
the occasion (it’s bound to be
You must sign up in advance
with Elsa Blum at 516-621-3215 cold and windy, so be preor <elsablum1@gmail.com> to pared). We’ll meet at the front
* Tuesday, December 10
Print Workshop

November 2019

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

we’ll take the B-64 bus to 12th
Avenue. Be sure to bring your
MetroCard, cash for dinner,
and your tripod with cable
release. Leader: Susan Sigrist,
<susans24752@yahoo.com> or
212-758-0036.
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landscapes, seascapes, and
more. The meeting, open to
the general public, begins at
6:30 p.m. A $7 donation is
collected upon entry. See
the listing under November
20th for the meeting location and directions to it.
* Monday, December 16
Holiday Party

Sunday, Dec. 22
Photo Op—
Menorah Lighting

30th. The High Line offers a
similar celebration at 15th
Street and 10th Avenue. All
three of these events are free to
the public..
* Monday, December 23
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Have a happy and safe holiday
season—filled with good
health and great photography!

Time to check your calendar
and make your plans to attend
Park West’s annual holiday
party. Come celebrate Christmas, Hanukah, Kwanzaa, New
Year’s, et al. Details may be
found on page 4 in this issue of
Photo Notes. The party will take
place at the home of Chuck
and Helen Pine. See page 39
for the address and directions
to the Pine’s.

Both Manhattan’s and
Brooklyn’s Grand Army
Plazas host competitors
in the race for the
World’s Largest
Hanukkah Menorah.
Gather around the 32foot-high, gold-colored,
two-ton holiday icon
across the street from
The Plaza hotel (Manhattan) to kick
off the Jewish Festival of Lights;
lightings for this
one generally take
place at 5:30 p.m.
Across the East
River, go to the
north end of
Prospect Park to see
its similar- sized
rival illuminated; the
Wednesday, December 18
lightings are at 6 p.m. most
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
evenings. The Brooklyn orgaThe New York City Sierra
nizers hosts a kickoff concert
Clubs Photography Committee
prior to the lighting on
is holding its annual holiday
Hanukkah’s first night and
celebration and members
have music and potato pannight. Members will be sharing
cakes each and every evening.
up to eight images of the natThe lightings continue through
ural world including wildlife,
Monday evening, December

November 2019
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* Monday, December 30
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Have a happy and safe new
year—filled with good health
and great photography!
* Monday, December 30
Competition Entry Deadline
Please note that PDI entries are
due by midnight tonight for
next week’s competition.
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Directions to Soho Photo

Tuesday, December 31
Photo Op—Central Park
New Year’s Eve in Central
Park is a winter wonderland.
In addition to the trees, the
lights, and all the usual photo
subjects, tonight there are both
a midnight run and midnight
fireworks. Be sure to dress for
the weather: the cold and the
(possible) snow. Don’t forget to
keep your equipment warm
and dry, too. And don’t forget
the ball dropping in Times
Square, and…

at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas and
West Broadway. Take the #1
train to the Franklin Street
station (one stop below Canal
Street). Walk one block north
on West Broadway to White
street, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery.
Take the A, C, or E train to the
Canal Street station. Walk
south on Church Street/Sixth
Avenue three blocks to White
Street, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery.
Although a longer walk, take
any other train to Canal Street,
walk west to Church Street,
and follow the directions
above. Driving? Street parking
is available but limited.

Happy New Year!
Directions to the Pine’s
at 680 West End Avenue at
93rd Street, Apartment 5D.
Take the #1, 2, or 3, trains to
96th Street (exit at the south
end of the station) or the M7,
M11, or M104 bus to 93rd/94th
Streets. From the train or bus,
walk the few steps to 93rd
Street, make a right turn and
head west to the apartment entrance on the corner of West
End Avenue and 93rd Street.

November 2019
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