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Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing on the internet.
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President’s Message

and member participation? No Editorial
idea is too outrageous!
It’s the Thanksgiving weekend
Thank you! Thank you! Thank
Ending with a story: A couas I write. I’m up to my neck
you, to all who have e-mailed,
ple had a 6 year old son who
with “Black Friday” shopping
phoned, written, sent cards,
had not spoken a word to the
emails and its not even “Cyber
and otherwise wished me well
family his whole life. One
Monday,” which is purported
and kept me in your prayers.
morning at the breakfast table,
to be the busiest online shopI made my appearance back
he exclaims: “This oatmeal
ping day of the year. E-mails,
at the Club at the business
doesn't taste good!” His parwhich normally during the
meeting on November 24th.
ents are flabbergasted that he
year provide a wealth of info in
Everyone made me feel all
has finally spoken. They ask
my fields of interest, now start
warm and fuzzy on the inside.
him why he has never said
hawking offers with discounts
(I did shave that morning so
anything before and he says:
of 20, 30, 50, and even 90%.
my outside wasn’t that fuzzy;
“Well, up until now, everyWhat's a guy to do?
and the temperature was so
thing’s been fine!”
Dig right in! Some of the
low outdoors that there was no
Don't wait that long to tell
software and gadgets that I
chance of being all that warm.)
us your comments, ideas, or
wanted during the year are
Again, thank you to everycomplaints!
now being offered at rock botone. Your concern and caring is
Best wishes for the holidays
tom prices. Buy, buy, buy! Relapart of what makes this Club
and the New Year!
tively speaking, I’ve been a
such a great organization.
good boy, just buying some
software plug-ins, memory
cards, a few e-books and an
online course. No lenses, no —
Photo Notes
although I was tempted.
Maybe I’ll wait until the venPublisher:!
Ed Lee
dors get more desperate right
Editor:!
Chuck Pine
before Christmas.
Committee:! Bill Apple, Elsa Blum, Madeleine Barbara,
Now, what do you Park
! Ann Broder, Ruth Formanek, Gladys Hopkowitz, !
!
West members want? No, not
! Hedy Klein, Paul Perkus, Helen Pine, and Judy ! !
holiday gifts. You can order
! Rosenblatt
online or buy in person on
your own. The Executive
Contributors:! Bill Apple, Jay Bitkower, Christine Doyle, !
Committee and I want to know
Ruth Formanek, Paul Grebanier, George Hansen, !
what you guys really want to
! Myrna Harrison-Changar, Hedy Klein, Ed Lee, Chuck !
improve the Club. Maybe
Pine, Judy Rosenblatt, and Rita Russo
shake things up? At the last
Photo Notes is produced on a MacBook Pro
business meeting, an interestusing iWork Pages and Adobe Photoshop.
ing idea was expressed but the
motion was not carried. The
All uncredited images are royalty-free clip art or otheridea was novel and we are
wise believed to be in the public domain.
looking for other ideas which
could increase membership
Credited images remain the sole property of their
copyright holders—all rights reserved.

Ed
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Holiday Party

There will also be a cash
bar for any alcoholic drinks
It’s that time of the year. It’s
(beer, wine, cocktails, etc.) for
time to celebrate Hanukkah,
those who are so inclined.
Christmas, Kwanza, and the
We will start gathering
New Year. Park West is inviting
around 6 p.m. The buffet will
you to join us at our Holiday
be opened around 6:30 p.m.
Party on December 15th.
The cost for all this fine
food, fun, and fellowship is
only $25. You can pay by cash
or check (made out to PWCC)
at the meeting on Monday
night, December 8th. Or, you
can mail your check (no cash in
the mail, please) to Helen Pine
at 680 West End Avenue, #5D,
New York, NY 10025. Please
This year we will be conmail your payment early
gregating at The Dish Restauenough so it arrives by Friday,
rant in Chelsea—201 Eighth
December 12th. [Note: if you are
Avenue, just off the corner of
mailing your payment, e-mail
20th Street, to be precise. We
will be in a private room on the <bohpin@aol.com> or call 212932-7665 so we know to expect
2nd floor.
your check.]
The dinner will be served
buffet style so we have more of
an opportunity to mix and
mingle over the food.
The menu includes:
• cold vegetable antipasto !
!
with assorted dips;
• choice of soup or salad
• choice of main course
— Chicken Piccata
— Penne Pesto Pasta w/ !
There are many ways to
!
fresh Tomatoes and !!
get to The Dish Restaurant—
!
Mozzarella
subway, bus, car, taxi, bicycle.
— Homemade Spinach !
The uptown M20 bus stops
!
Pie w/ Greek Salad
across the street from the Dish.
— Brisket of Beef
The downtown M7, M11, and
• potatoes
M20 buses stop one avenue
• steamed spinach
away. The crosstown M23 and
• steamed vegetables
M14 buses are only a few
• choice of beverages
blocks away, as are the “C”
• desserts, coffee, tea
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and “E” trains at 23rd Street
and the “A” express at 14th
Street. The closest train station,
though, is the #1 subway at
18th Street.
The closest parking garages
are located on 18th Street between 8th and 7th Avenues
and at 8th Avenue and 23rd
Street. See you there!
If you aren’t sure how to
get to The Dish Restaurant, go
to <www.hopstop.com> and
enter your address and that of
the restaurant. It’s that easy.

Travel Tripods
These days it’s not just
enough to take a tripod
with you when you go
traveling, but it must
also be extremely light,
strong, and (believe it
or not) colorful.
There are several brands
that meet these requirements.
Check out Manfrotto’s befree
line, 3 Legged Things Punks
tripods, and/or MeFOTO’s
RoadTrip line. Just think of it,
photography and fashion, all
rolled into one neat little piece
of equipment.
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Images of the Month
!

by George Hansen

PDI-of-the-Month
Fifth Avenue Strut by Hedy Klein

Honor PDIs
Waiting for the Show by Madeleine Barbara
Little Ones by Ann Broder
Sunrise on Croton by Dinorah Capota
Bal Masque by Sorin Capota
White Shoe by Sarah Davis
Staten Island Ferry by Christine Doyle
Aurora by David Francis
Garthim by Paul Grebanier
Circular Motion by Marjorie Gurd
Inked by George Hansen
Lea by George Hansen
Burano Bike by Natalie Manzino
The Nude Shoot by Elena Pierpont
Reflection Flatiron by Joan Slatkin
Snake Lover by Janet Susin
Peter’s Eyes by Jerry Vogel

Fifth Avenue Strut
©2014 Hedy Klein

Print-of-the-Month
Star Gazers by Marvin Fink

Honor Print

Star Gazers
©2014 Marvin Fink
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Laundry #1 by Madeleine Barbara
Grand Central by John Brengleman
Vanderbilt by John Brengleman
Early Morning, Indian Lake by Oggy Doytchinov
Fall at Shenandoah by Oggy Doytchinov
Beached by Paul Grebanier
Sam by George Hansen
Autumn Sparkle by Hedy Klein
Urban Eagle by Hedy Klein
Shadowed Fence by Elena Pierpont
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Cumulative Point Totals
through December 2014
by George Hansen

Prints

PDIs
Peter Houts!
David Francis!
George Hansen!
Jerry Vogel!
Hedy Klein!
Elena Pierpont!
Rita Russo!
Janet Susin!
Chuck Pine!
Joan Slatkin!
Paul Grebanier!
Natalie Manzino!
Marilyn Fish-Glynn!
Marjorie Gurd!
Madeleine Barbara!
Paula Paterniti!
Bill Apple!
Ann Broder!
Dinorah Capota!
Sorin Capota!
Sarah Davis!
Christine Doyle!
Dottie Mills!
Karen Corrigan!
Jerry Harawitz!
Don Raney!
John Brengelman!
Dolores Roddy!
Carole de Beer!
Marilyn Thypin!
Sal Maci!
Jay Bitkower!
Sonya Smith!
Niv Gidton!
Ruth Lowell!
James Lukens!

54
50
52
48
44
44
44
42
40
40
38
38
36
36
30
30
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
24
18
18
16
16
12
10
8
7
6
4
4
2

Hedy Klein!
Sarah Corbin!
George Hansen!
Oggy Doytchinov!
Paul Grebanier!
Madeleine Barbara!
Elena Pierpont!
Elsa Blum!
Paula Paterniti!
Ann Broder!
John Brengleman!
Marvin Fink!
Alice Somma!
David Francis!
Jerry Vogel!
Bill Apple!
Lois Honig!
Sal Maci!
Natalie Manzino!
Marilyn Fish-Glynn!

50
46
44
42
42
38
36
32
32
26
20
20
20
18
14
10
10
8
6
2

This was the third monthly
competition of the year.
Congratulations to the
winners, honorees, and to all
who entered!
Thanks to our December
judge, Doug Schwab, for an
excellent job of commenting
on our images.
And, as always, thanks
to all those members who
collected images, set up and
ran equipment, passed
prints, kept scores, and all
the other tasks which help to
make our competitions run
so smoothly.

!
December 2014
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2014-2015 Schedule-at-a-Glance
This schedule is tentative and may be changed based on the decisions of the Executive
Committee and the Club membership.
August
31 Chuck Pine Picnic
September
1 Labor Day - No Meeting
8 Welcome Back - Show & Tell!
15 Guest Speaker - Mariette Pathy Allen
22 Workshop - Resizing/Archiving
29 Business Meeting #1
October
6 Competition - Sandra Carrion
11-21 Field Trip—Las Vegas & Death Valley
13 Columbus Day - No Meeting
20 Guest Speaker - Marie Triller
27 Theme Night - Orange is the New Black
November
3 Competition - Nancy Sirkis
10 Portfolio Review #1
17 Guest Speaker - Harvey Stein
24 Business Meeting #2
December
1 Competition - Doug Schwab
8 Guest Speaker - Meryl Meisler
15 Holiday Party
22 No Meeting
29 No Meeting
January
5 Competition - Nir Arieli
12 Before & After with Creative Filters
19 Tech Workshop - Tim Grey
26 Guest Speaker - TBA
Field Trips, Expanding Visions classes,
summer meetings, and other activities
will be announced when the information becomes available.

December 2014

February
2 Competition - Helayne Seidman
9 Portfolio Review #2
16 Guest Speaker - TBA
23 Tech Workshop - TBA
March
2 Competition - TBA
9 Theme Night - Portraits
16 Guest Speaker - TBA
23 Book Publishing Workshop
30 Business Meeting #3
April
6 Competition - TBA
13 Portfolio Review #3
20 Guest Speaker - TBA
27 Auction
May
4 Competition - TBA
11 Guest Speaker - TBA
18 Business Meeting #4
25 Memorial Day - No Meeting
June
1 Year End Competition - TBA
8 Otto Litzel Memorial Dinner
15 Exec Com Planning Meeting
22 No Meeting
29 Meeting - TBA

Specific details of Club activities, photo
ops, and photography events around
the City for the next few months may
be found in the Schedule of Activities
beginning on page 33 of this issue of
Photo Notes.
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a great
photo op or workshop that you’d like to share
with your fellow Club members? What are you
to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

December 2014

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Seven
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group,
go to<www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Portfolio Page
Hedy Klein shot all of these images over the last few
years, long before we had (or even thought about)
our theme night, Orange is the New Black. One of the
common threads running through all the images, of
course, is the color orange. The other is Hedy’s
unique perspective on the world around her.
Whadya think of Hedy’s interpretation?

Bicycle Shop Window
©2008 Hedy Klein

Winter Aftermath
©2010 Hedy Klein
Anticipation
©2011 Hedy Klein

Patriotic Cup of Joe
©2011 Hedy Klein

Window Shopping Flurry
©2008 Hedy Klein

December 2014
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Committee Reports
The Archives Committee is in
the process of putting together
a new version of the Club’s old
scrapbook—both a digital and
a tactile version.
If you remember when you
enjoyed getting messy, playing
with scissors (but not running
with them), paper, and glue,
then here is an opportunity to
relive your childhood and have
some fun in a playgroup with
grown-ups around my dining
room table. There are other
tasks at hand, as well. So even
if you are just curious, come,
see what we are up to, and
have a cup of coffee.
The next meeting of the Archives Committee will take
place at my home, 250 West
94th Street, apartment 10A, on
Wednesday, December 10th, at
10 a.m.
If you think you’d like to
attend, please RSVP to me at
212-663-1422.

The Field Trip Committee
paid a visit to Roosevelt Island
and Four Freedoms Park back
on November 12th. The trip
leader was Field Trip Committee co-chair, Susan Sigrist.
There were about ten people on the trip including some
old timers (Joan Slatkin, Christine Doyle, and myself), as well
as some newer Club members
(Dinorah and Sorin Capota),
and even a few photographers
from New York Photo Safari
Meet-Up group.
We met at the 59th Street
tram station on Second Avenue
at 2 p.m. and sailed high above
the East River to reach our destination. Once there, some of
us split apart from the group to
shoot at our own pace. The
light that afternoon was spectacular—sunny, glowing, sparkling. It made for a perfect picture shooting day. I shot for
about two hours before heading back to the tram with some
Submitted by Myrna Harrison- other PWCCers. It was a great
Changar, Chair of the Archives field trip.
Committee.
Submitted by Rita Russo. Here
are some of Rita’s images from
the trip.

December 2014
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Business Meeting
by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
(This is a draft copy and has
not yet been approved by the
membership.)
November 24, 2014
I. Call To Order: President Ed
Lee called the meeting to order
at 7:00 p.m. Executive Committee members Vice President
Michael Schleiff, Corresponding Secretary Helen Pine, Recording Secretary Christine
Doyle, Treasurer Maria Fernandez, and President Emeritus Chuck Pine were present.
II. Minutes of Previous Meeting: The minutes of the September 29, 2014 Business Meeting were approved with two
changes.
III. Treasurer’s Report: Maria
reported that the Soho Photo
Gallery has asked the Club to
submit its rent payments on a
monthly basis as opposed to
twice a year.
IV. Committee Reports
Archives: Chair Myrna Harrison Changar reported that the
Archives Committee will be
meeting on December 10th at
10 a.m. at her apartment and
invited all interested members
to attend. Flyers describing the
committee’s current work were
made available.

December 2014

Competition: Co-Chair George
Hansen reported that the following updates are being
made to the Competition
Manual:
- the prohibition of clip art in
prints and PDIs is being added
to comport with the By-Laws;
- a pdf with labels for prints
will be added to the website;
- members who submit prints
are to send a PDI of the image
to Helen;
- the new re-sizing dimensions
(1400/1050) will be added;
- the naming convention for
image submissions OTHER
THAN in competitions will be
LAST NAME, FIRST NAME_
SEQUENTIAL NUMBER
The deadline for submissions
for the December PDI competition is midnight tonight.
Field Trip: Co-Chair Paul Grebanier reported that several
field trips are planned for the
coming months, including to
Bryant Park (December 6th)
and Dead Horse Bay, Brooklyn
(December 10th). These and
other field trips are listed on
the sign-up sheets. Ed Lee
noted that he has been inviting
members of his NY Photo Safari Meet-Up group to the
Club’s field trips.
Gallery: No report (no chair).
House: No report (no chair).
Membership: Chair Marlene
Schonbrun reported that the
Club currently has 72 paid-up
members.

Newsletter: Chair Chuck Pine
reported that the deadline for
articles for the next Photo Notes
is next Monday, December 1st.
Chuck also reported that some
members have raised the issue
of the quality of photos reproduced in the newsletter. He
explained that the program
that he uses to create the newsletter, which reduces the file
size, also shrinks the images,
and the images are compressed
again when the newsletter pdf
is uploaded to the Club web
site. A discussion of possible
solutions followed, including
manually shrinking the size of
the images before they are
added to the newsletter (Hedy
Klein offered to do this) and a
program that reduces jpegs to
very small sizes (offered by
George Hansen).
Program/Workshop: The Program and Workshop Committees’ reports were given together. Workshop Committee
chair Jerry Harawitz reported
that a portfolio review is
planned for February 9, 2015;
members who are interested in
participating should email
him. Jerry also reported that
Maria Fernandez has arranged
for Tim Grey to present on
Photoshop on January 19th.
Maria will contact Tim’s office
to see if his presentation will
be a slideshow about his work
or a workshop in Lightroom.
Reporting for Program Chair
Marilyn Fish-Glynn, Ed Lee
said that he had recently met

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Jim LaSala, who is known for
his portraits of Haitians and
Cubans, as well as for using
Lightroom and Photoshop features to achieve an HDR effect.
Ed will try to line him up as a
speaker for the January 26th
speaker slot if Tim Grey decides to do a workshop on
January 19th. For the February
23rd workshop slot, Ruth Formanek agreed to give a talk
about how she creates her
“Humanoid” images, and Ed
will talk about which tablets
are good for photographers.
Social: Co-Chair Marvin Fink
reported that help is needed to
organize the Holiday Party,
and that a new committee cochair is also needed.
Website: Website Committee
member George Grubb reported that Bob Wine will be
stepping down as committee
chair. The Website Committee
and interested Club members
have been meeting to discuss
moving to a new website that
will be more adaptable to the
Club’s needs and also avoid
using custom coding and programming, which is the case
with the Club’s current website. Among the options being
considered is using a website
template offered by Visual
Pursuits that offers good functionality, a members’ forum,
and competition manager.
(Visual Pursuits offers discounts to clubs that, like
PWCC, are members of the
Photographic Society of Amer-
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ica (PSA).) The Committee will will be visiting the PWP show
report back on the progress of at the Atlantic Gallery (548
this project.
West 28th Street) next month to
assess the space and will report
V. Old Business
back. She asked members who
A. Committee Chair Vacancies: have information on any other
Ed Lee noted that the Gallery
possible venues to forward it
and House Committees still
to her.
lack chairs, and that the Social
Committee needs a co-chair.
VI. New Business
Christine Doyle added that the A. Holiday Party (Monday,
Executive Committee is draft- December 15th): Ed Lee is ining a revised listing of commit- vestigating two locations, The
tee chairs’ responsibilities.
Dish (West 20th Street in Chelsea) and East of Eighth (West
B. Website Discussion: Michael 23rd Street near 8th Avenue);
Schleiff, Executive Committee he is waiting to hear back
liaison to the Website Commit- about menus and cost. Myrna
tee, thanked George Grubb for Harrison-Changar and Maria
his thorough overview of the
Fernandez suggested other rescommittee’s work so far. He
taurants, and Helen Pine sugadded that while the design
gested having cocktails and
options offered by Visual Pur- hors d’oeuvres at the Soho
suits are somewhat limited, the Photo Gallery. Following a disClub is not in a position to de- cussion, members voted (13-11)
velop a customized website; it to hold the holiday party at a
is more important, he noted, to restaurant. Helen suggested
keep website content current.
that the party be buffet style.
Michael also added that the
Alice Somma said she would
Visual Pursuits platform has a send information to Ed about a
members-only login feature
restaurant on 8th Avenue and
and allows members to di23rd Street. Noting that the
rectly upload their images. The time to plan and arrange the
annual cost for a club of our
party is somewhat short, Jerry
size, which includes memory
Harawitz moved to have Ed
storage, is approximately $260. investigate both The Dish and
It is hoped that members will
the restaurant suggested by
use the gallery features once
Alice. The motion was secthe new website is up and
onded and approved.
running.
B. Use of Themes for CompetiC. Possible Future Venues for
tions: Bill Apple put forth a
Club Exhibits Update: Chrisproposed amendment to the
tine Doyle reported that she
Club’s By-Laws, namely that,

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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instead of no restrictions, the
Club institute a slate of categories (e.g., portraits, wildlife,
architecture, and etc.) for each
of the monthly competitions.
The categories will be selected
by the Competition Committee
and members will be notified
at the beginning of the Club
year. The motion was seconded
and a discussion of the pros
and cons of the proposal followed. In response to a suggestion by Susan Hoehn that we
try using themed categories for
a few months to see how it
works, Bill withdrew his original motion and then moved to
hold an experiment of halfthemed categories/half-no restrictions competitions for one
year. The motion was seconded, but was then defeated
by a vote of 10 in favor, 17
against, 2 recorded abstentions.
VII. Good and Welfare
A. Chuck Pine Health Status:
Chuck reported that his back
surgery was a success and his
recovery is proceeding well,
and thanked members for their
cards and messages with good
wishes for a speedy recovery.
B. From the Chair: Ed Lee reported that he has an umbrella
left by a member at the last
meeting.
C. From the Floor: Paul Perkus
reported that his creative writing reading at the Lark Cafe on
November 16th was a success.
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Hedy Klein thanked members
for their thoughtful comments
during the discussion of the
proposal to amend the ByLaws to reflect themed competitions only.
VIII. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at
8:45PM.
XI. Refreshments and
Socializing

Car Rental Discount
Did you know that Park West
Camera Club has a corporate
account with Avis Car Rental
Company? We have this to
take advantage of the discounts when we travel on our
field trips around the country.
You, as individual members of the Club, can take advantage of the discounts, as
well. All you need to do is enter the Club’s Avis Worldwide
Discount (AWD) when you
make your reservation online, or tell it to the agent
when you make an in-person
reservation.
Write this down. Keep it
next to your computer and in
your wallet—AWD #L406451.

Corrections
There were two corrections
to the minutes from the September Business Meeting:
1. Jerry Harawitz had made
a motion to place on the next
Business Meeting agenda:
“The Club should consider
reducing the number of Business Meetings from four to a
lower number.” The motion
was seconded. ADDENDUM:
This motion was subsequently withdrawn and not
placed on the agenda.
2. During the discussion of
the need for a co-chair for the
Social Committee, Pyne
Bertsche volunteered for the
position and was appointed
by President Ed Lee to fill the
vacancy. Since she has not rejoined the Club this year, this
appointment is invalid and
has been removed from the
minutes.

Heads UP
A Club sharing night is coming up on January 12th. The
theme is “Before and After
with Creative Filters.” You are
invited to participate,
See the listing for this date
in the Schedule of Activities
near the end of this issue of
Photo Notes for all the nitty
gritty details.
It should be lots of fun!
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New Member Biography

scapes and f-8 for
closer views. He
by Jay Bitkower
is experimenting
with using manYuri Kalina, like many PWCC
ual focus versus
members who are retired or
automatic. As a
semi-retired, has an interesting
step in his learnbackground and family history.
ing process, Yuri
He was born in Czechoslovaused to take three
kia and emigrated to the States
of the digital age, he now uses photos of everything, bracketin 1967 with his parents and
Photoshop as his darkroom
ing by exposure.
sister. He was educated as an
tool. Yuri purchased his first
Being cognizant of other
engineer at Brown University
digital camera in 2003, a Canon people’s privacy, rather than
and has a degree in the someG3. His latest is a Panasonic
photographing people, Yuri
what esoteric field of urban
Lumix GX7, and he now usuprefers shooting his landscapes
systems—delivering technoally shoots in RAW format. He with a special emphasis on
logical solutions to urban
organizes his photos chronorailroads and bridges, which
planning problems, such as
logically by year, and season
“fascinate” him. Once, flying
devising a mathematical
within year, on his PC and has into New York City, Yuri took
model of a transportation
started to use Bridge to help
photos of the views and, even
network. After receiving his
though they are not his best
MBA, Yuri worked for over 30 catalog them. But his special
projects, or his “views,” are
pictures, he has them adorning
years in municipal finance
kept separate. He once did a
his wall at home.
banking. Being semi-retired,
book on food trucks. (Maybe
Although Yuri doesn’t have
Yuri still does consulting, fowe can convince Yuri to show- a talent for painting or music,
cusing on project finance.
case his truck photos for one of unlike the rest of his family, he
the Club’s curtain raisers.)
nevertheless finds that photogFor exercise, Yuri bikes
raphy gives him satisfaction,
from his home on the Upper
and he never leaves home
West Side to the George Wash- without a camera. The work he
ington Bridge, and is thinking most admires is that of the
a doing a project on “The
early 20th century photograGeorge” through the seasons.
pher, Alfred Stieglitz.
He shares his photos via eYuri also makes videos
mail, rather than using the
with his camera. One of his faCloud, as he is concerned
vorite subjects is water founabout privacy issues.
tains in the City. He has also
Having a technical backmade some to accompany his
ground, Yuri is comfortable
wife’s work—she is an opera
controlling his camera rather
composer. Yuri uses Sony VeYuri inherited his father’s
than shooting with the autogas software to edit his videos.
love of photography, and almatic settings. He shoots
Yuri’s friend Jerry Vogel inways wanted to do darkroom
troduced him to PWCC. He
work but never had the oppor- mostly at ISO 200, with aperwas at first hesitant that he
tunity. However, with the onset ture priority, at f-22 for land-
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Milky Way
by Chuck Pine
!
At the December competition,
the Print-of-the-Month image
was a shot by Marvin Fink of
the night sky featuring the
Milky Way galaxy. [See page 4
of this issue of Photo Notes.]
Marvin tried to explain
how the shot was done. Here’s
a more detailed explanation of
the technique The trick to this

would be among a group of
experts with a high skill level,
but after attending a meeting
he found that although he
won’t be the best, he will not
be the worst. Yuri hopes to improve his photographic skills
as a result of his membership.
In September, he listened to
presentations on sizing and
sharpening images, and although he has done it himself,
he picked up a couple of pointers. Spurred on by the calibration tutorial, he calibrated his
monitor, by sight, and his photos that had heretofore printed
too dark were properly exposed. Recently he acquired a
basic screen calibrator.
Welcome to the Club, Yuri.
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shot is a long exposure to capture all the detail, but not so
long as to capture the movement of the stars across the sky
(sky trails).
First off, you must use a
tripod and remote shutter release to keep the camera rock
steady. Then, you must set
your camera to either the
manual or shutter priority
exposure mode.
The only setting you have
to be concerned with at this
point is the speed. Setting the
proper shutter speed depends
on the focal length of the lens
you are using. This chart will

give you the longest shutter
speed you can use with the
lens you are using.
16mm!
18mm!
20mm!
24mm!
28mm!
35mm!
50mm!
85mm!

32 sec.
30 sec.
28 sec.
24 sec.
22 sec.
18 sec.
13 sec.
8 sec.

These times
are based
on cameras
with fullframe sensors. If you
are using a
smaller sensor you hust
multiply the
focal length
by the sensor’s crop
factor. Common crop factors include:
Canon EOS 1D/1DIIN!
APS-C (Canon)!
APS-C (all others)!
4/3, micro 4/3!
CX format (Nikon 1)!

1.3 X
1.6 X
1.5 X
2.0 X
2.7 X

Once you have set the shutter speed, take the first shot of
the sky. You may adjust the fstop and/or the ISO setting to
fine tune your exposure if it is
too dark (higher ISO or wider
aperture) or too light (lower
ISO or smaller aperture).
Have fun!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Depth of Field
By Bill Apple
Ruinous
As a young man, my father
railed against the automatic
transmission, took it almost as
a personal affront. It would
lower the bar for new drivers,
and they’d tailgate you to
wrack and ruin.
He counted himself a professional, raised on the clutch
and earning his stripes behind
the wheel of a gunboat-sized
Checker cab. Better handling,
he said of manual transmissions—and they kept you on
your toes. (Automatics were
good for stop-and-go, he
grudgingly conceded.)
I’ve long felt similar sentiments about camera automation. It’s lowered a different
kind of bar, and dumbed down
photography.
It began with George Eastman’s Brownie, more than a
century ago, a camera designed for Everyman: preloaded and sporting a smallaperture lens and fixed shutter,
virtually guaranteeing sharp
photos of everything beyond a
few feet away. You didn’t have
to know anything. Not even
the term “hyperfocal distance.”
(If you don’t know what
that means, look it up. And
shame on you.) [Or check out
Inquiries on page 21—Ed]
For all its simplicity, you
still had to wind the Brownie.
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No-Tears Pix? Kodak’s high-end Instamatic® Reflex (early
1970s, a German import!) featured aperture-priority autoexposure, a split-image rangefinder and an early electronic
shutter—and drop-in film loading. Practically a full-fledged
35mm camera.
No rewind, however. You delivered the whole camera—after 100 shots—to a Kodak lab
for little prints, and reloading.
Kodak earned its reputation—and fortunes—on innovations that always lowered
the bar. When other cameras
still demanded amateurs load
roll film, Kodak pioneered its
Instamatic® cameras, with
handy drop-in cartridges. No
muss, no fuss—and no threading of film.
When 35mm photography
trickled down to the masses—
riding on Leica’s reputation—
loading 35mm film became the
big bugaboo. For whatever
reason—I never could figure it
out—“Everyman” just couldn’t
handle it.

The fix? Cameras added
motors to make loading childsimple even for 35mm film:
You pulled the film out partway, dropped it into the open
back, aligned against a guide,
then closed the camera. In a
whir, loaded. And the motor
also wound between shots for
you, and rewound at the end.
Soon 35mm cassettes added
another innovation: a checkerboard code cameras could
“read,” automatically conveying film speed (for metering),
number of exposures and other
data to the camera. For photofinishers, the code also identified the film stock, so the lab
would use the right chemistry.
Cameras further lowered
the bar by learning to focus
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themselves, first using a crude
system that broke camera-tosubject distances into several
discrete zones, then gaining
even more focusing precision.
Then came automatic metering
and programmed exposure, to
set reasonable f-stops and shutter speeds without human intervention. And cameras got it
right most times.
Then film died.
Digital cameras provided
not only instant feedback, but
unlimited cost-free redos and
the picture-bending “plasticity” we now enjoy as postprocessing behind the computer screen.
Zoom lenses also became
much cheaper and, hence, the
norm over “prime” lenses.
Their ranges, even on low-end
cameras, still amaze me: 10X,
30X, 60X. That was helped
along—naturally—by improved image-stabilization
technology. And so, photographers became even lazier, forgetting that the best zoom is
often, as one professional
opined, your own two feet.
But the greatest killjoy: the
cellphone. Have you noticed?
Smartphones are supplanting
dedicated cameras.
Though I can’t find stats,
I’ve read that phones are responsible for the majority of
pictures these days. Camera
manufacturers are hurting.
Badly. What’s worse, cellphone
shots aren’t half bad. For what
they are, that is.
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Two additional developments of interest:
Newspapers have started
cutting staff photographers,
relying instead on freelancers
and, worse, iPhone-wielding
amateurs, Johnny-On-the-Spot
for breaking news (and paid a
pittance). News organizations
are using more “crowdsourced photos,” too, from social media, not professional
work. There’s lots to choose
from—and often it’s a freebie.
On another front, Nikon
has been jolted awake, mindful
that smartphones are eating its
lunch. The company has decided to sink up to $7 million
into new advertising aiming to
get young people to switch to
real cameras. Its tagline, “I am
Generation Image.” Whatever
that means on Madison Avenue. Two new Nikon spots:
<http://tinyurl.com/k4qc8t3>
<http://tinyurl.com/oarlcv9>
Canon has likewise felt the
same pressure to bring young
people into its fold, disconnecting them from their iPhones.
Its slogan: “Bring It!” Your
Canon camera, that is.
Will the pendulum swing
back? Can cameras ever again
triumph over smartphones as
tools for making photographs?
Serious photographers—
the ones who still own a real
camera—are now melding
their smartphones with their
cameras, using savvy WiFi
apps to harness the phones’
big, bright LCD and touch con-

trols. The wireless apps turn
the phone screen into a second
viewfinder and souped-up remote shutter release. They help
you compose, adjust camera
settings, then fire away.
It could be the best of both
worlds. After all, who doesn’t
own a smartphone these days?
Then again, there are photographers who work perfectly
well with few of these camera
innovations, a tribe like those
master cabinetmakers who’ve
rejected power tools in favor of
hand saws, hand drills, planes,
and awls. Why can’t we shift to
Manual more often?

Photo Notes Deadlines
Issue!

Deadline

Jan 2015!

Jan 5th

Feb 2015!

Feb 2nd

Mar 2015!

Mar 2nd

Apr 2015!

Apr 6th

May 2015!

May 4th

Summer 2015!

Jun 1st
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Gallery Watching

by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt

Picasso and the Camera; at the
Gagosian Gallery, 522 West
21st Street; through January
3rd, 2015
Ruth writes:
This is a large exhibit, well curated into sections, including
Picasso’s own home movies
and early photographs. Most
interesting are the photographs
of him, done by his mistress,
Dora Maar, an artist and an accomplished photographer. The
exhibit has only some of her
work; more of it can be seen in
the exhibit’s catalogue.

Untitled
© Dora Maar

Picasso’s friend in the 1950s
and is his long-time biographer. His collection of Picasso’s
works, as well as those collected by Picasso’s grandson,
make up this exhibit.
The show is about Picasso’s
life and his women, especially
Olga, his first wife. It tries hard
to find a connection between
his own photographs and the
cubist style that suddenly
emerged in the early years of
the 20th century, after Picasso
had painted conventional pictures early in his career.
The exhibit seems to be
aimed at collectors, and to
those viewers who enjoy acPablo Picasso
quaintance with the lives, es© David Douglas Duncan
pecially the gossip, of celebrities. You don’t get a full underMany well-known photog- standing of Picasso’s work in
raphers were friends of Picasso this exhibit, nor of the signifiand their photographs of him, cant 20th century history of
mostly in frontal views and of- photography, despite the incluten at the beach, are in the exsion of more than 40 paintings,
hibit. They include Brassai,
50 drawings, and some 225
Irving Penn, Cecil Beaton, Gjon photographs (about 10 percent
Mili, and Lucien Clerque,
of which will be for sale).
(whose obituary I read in the
This is the fifth in a series of
November 26th New York
major Picasso surveys curated
Times). John Richardson was
by John Richardson. I didn’t
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see the earlier ones; this one is
described by the Gallery as
“filled with fact, invention, and
myth,” and quotes Picasso telling Brassai...”I want to leave as
complete a record as possible
for posterity.” As such, the exhibit comes closer to the goals
and style of People Magazine.
Judy writes:
Entering this exhibit I was unnerved by having to check my
purse and not being allowed to
carry a pen or pencil to take
notes. Equally unnerving were
the security guards posted
every few feet along the walls
of the exhibit, often next to the
texts I was trying to read up
close. Since anyone could have
walked right from the street
into the gallery and maybe
started to defile this Picasso
treasure trove, perhaps these
precautions were necessary,
but they certainly detracted
from my enjoyment.
Ruth has well described the
exhibit’s background and purpose. The setting is quite dramatic, with huge slanted columns adorned with photo
blowups rising up into the
large gallery space. Yet the way
the space is broken up also
gives an intimate feel to the
many small pieces on display.
It’s not surprising to learn that
a scenic designer, David Korins, was hired to arrange the
show, which contains as much
of Picasso’s original work—
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Picasso painting with light
© information unavailable
paintings as well as drawings—as it does photographs.
At the start you are presented with a photograph
Picasso took at Horta de Ebro,
Spain, next to his budding cubist painting, “Le Resevoir,
Horta de Ebro,” and the similarity between the shapes and
facets of the buildings depicted
in each piece is striking. But it
wasn’t clear to me that this
meant the photograph inspired
the painting, or even which
came first, or just how Picasso
used the photograph.
Perhaps the clearest example in the exhibit of photographs that influenced
Picasso’s work was the display
of the book, “L’Art en Grèce,”
which contained photos of ancient Greek sculptures, shown
in tandem with Picasso’s renderings of Greek themes. But
mostly the exhibit seemed to
demonstrate that Picasso
wanted his work, himself, and
those around him to be well
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documented in photographs.
As Ruth enumerated, a number of Picasso’s friends were
photographers. In fact, Picasso
chose to have a group of his
sculptures first presented in
photographs by Brassai, rather
than the sculptures themselves.
They can be seen here and are
beautifully lit.
I also agree with Ruth that
the images of Picasso at work
by his mistress, Dora Maar,
show a true photographer’s
eye more than most of the photographs here. Many are like
snapshots of Picasso, his family and often famous friends
(which undoubtedly is what
prompted Ruth’s “People”
comment!). To me, they at least
made his life and times more
vivid. I also was interested in
viewing so many totally unfamiliar Picasso paintings and
drawings. Poor Dora (I think it
was she) seems to have been
sliced, diced and reassembled
in paintings many times over.
But I must agree with Wall
Street Journal critic Richard B.
Woodward, who states in a
November 12th article that
“the exhibition never actually
fulfills its claim that the artist
devoted a lot of thought or effort to photography.”

Ruth writes:
Ángel Gitano: The Men of Flamenco was shot by Afanador in
very high contrast under the
bright light of Andalusia. It
provides an often irreverent
portrayal of the vitality of generations of gypsies, whose
song and dance evolved in the
lushness of the Iberian tradition. Afanador added dancers
from contemporary companies
to enrich the imagery of this
show, in a most theatrical, sensual, and homoerotic style.
He photographed the men
out of their usual context, in
the wheat fields outside Sevilla
and donning the theatrical
make-up of Italian Neorealism, which is his signature
style. To highlight their eccentricity, he mixed pieces from
the men’s own wardrobes—berets and ruffled shirts—with
his own—fringes, flounces,
high-waist wide-bottom pants,
laced-up corsets, pearls, and
long skirts; sometimes omitting clothing altogether.
A book is available in the
gallery with an introduction by
Diane Keaton. Both show and
book are worth seeing.

Ruven Afanador, Ángel Gitano:
The Men of Flamenco; Throckmorton Fine Art, 145 East 57th
Street, 3rd floor; through February 28th, 2015
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PhotoShopping

Ann originally took this photo
by Chuck Pine of a bucolic stream-side scene.

Flip-Flop, Part 1
No! Not footwear for the
beach. And, no, not a political
change of policy. I’m talking
images here.
A flip-flop, or in Photoshop
terms, a simple rotation of the
image can bring a whole new
perspective, a different point of
view, to your photography.
Here’s a simple example: I
shot this image on a recent trip
to Valley of Fire State Park in
Nevada, an hour northeast of
Las Vegas. It is some rock lit by
the afternoon sun.
I saw something
in the rocks that
piqued my interest, so I did a
flip-flop of the
image. In the
Menu Bar, I went
to Image>Image
Rotation> Flip Canvas Vertically and came up with this
image…which I call Face.

I don’t have enough space
in this column to explain the
process step-by-step. In the
next issue I’ll spell out how I
created Kissing Monkeys.

She then did a flip-flop by
going to the Menu Bar and
and clicking on Image>Image
Rotation>180° to come up
with this abstract image entitled, Runner.

This last image is a bit
more complicated including
duplication, several flip-flops
and some canvas enlargement,
among a few other techniques.
I started with the panorama
below taken in Red Rock Canyon National Conservation
Area on the western outskirts
of Vegas.

When you create flip-flops,
please remember two things:
1) not all images lend themselves to being flipped (or
flopped); and 2) there are more
ways to create a flip-flop than
just turning an image up-sidedown. Have fun!

Here’s another example, this
one by Park West Camera
Club member, Ann Broder.
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Inquiries

Business Opportunity?
by Chuck Pine

What is hyperfocal distance? (See
Depth of Field on page 16 for the
original question.)
Back in the day, the days
before autofocus cameras, the
photographer had to twist a
ring on the lens to focus on a
subject. For most of us, this
was an easy task,… most of the
time. But what about when we
were shooting fast-moving action, like street shooting,
sports, etc.? You couldn’t focus
fast enough and hope to capture the action at its peak.
What could you do?
This is where hyperfocal
distance comes into the picture
(pardon the pun). According to
Wikipedia, “The hyperfocal
distance is the closest distance
at which a lens can be focused
while keeping objects at infinity acceptably sharp. When the
lens is focused at this distance,
all objects at distances from
half of the hyperfocal distance
out to infinity will be acceptably sharp.”
In my youth, when I first
joined PWCC, I would go out
and do lots of street shooting,
always trying to emulate Henri
Cartier-Bresson by capturing
“decisive moment.” I did this
by setting my camera to a
hyperfocal distance. This allowed me to shoot away without worrying about focusing.
Here’s how it’s done. All
lenses had a hyperfocal scale
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on the barrel (the center row
with the orange line) which
was surrounded by the focus
distance scale (top two rows)
and the aperture scale (the
bottom row). The scale above
shows the camera focused at
30 feet/10 meters (above the
orange line) and the aperture
set to an f-stop of f-8 (below the
orange line).
Now, look at the hyperfocal
scale (middle). There are two
8s, one on each side of the orange line. The 8 on the right is
pointing to the infinity marker.
The 8 on the left is pointing to
15 feet/5meters. This means
that when I focus my lens at 30
feet and set my aperture to f-8,
everything from 15 feet to infinity will be acceptably sharp.
I can simply go out and shoot
and not worry about focusing
as long as my subject is at least
15 feet away. Other settings, of
course, are possible, to increase
or decrease the range of acceptable sharpness.
Sound familiar? You can
also think of hyperfocal distance and hyper-focusing as a
way to predetermine Depth-ofField in an image.
Aren’t you glad we now
have auto-focusing cameras,
along with auto-everythingelse, too?

Raise your hands if you remember shooting slides. Wow,
that’s a lot of people! How
many of you still have boxes
full of slides and no idea what
to do with them? See all those
hands? Now, that’s what I call
a business opportunity.
What biz op I hear you cry?
Why, scanning other people’s
(and maybe your own, too)
35 mm slides, of course. And,
here are two machines that will
help you do it with ease.
Both are slide scanners.
Both scan at a resolution of
5,000 dpi and at a color depth
of 48 bits. Both are batch scanners able to scan 50 slides at a
time without you being present. And both have Magic
Touch automatic dust and
scratch removal software.

The first is the Braun MultiMag SlideScan 6000. The second is the Pacific Image PowerSlide 5000 CCD. The former
sells for $1,800, the latter at
$1,100, both are B&H prices.
(There is only one image for
both machines because they
look quite similar.) Both scanners are easy to use and they
each work with both Macs and
Windows machines.
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:

Wednesday, December 17th
Night Photography
Speaker: Gabriel Biderman

Tuesday, December 9th
SLR Tips and Tricks
Speaker: Jason Mantell

Sunday, December 21st
A Love Letter to Paris
Speaker: Peter Turnley
Thursday, December 11th
Targeted Adjustments
Speaker: Tim Grey

Monday, December 22nd
Portrait Photography
Speaker: Peter Hurley

Monday, December 15, 2014
Color Managed Workflow
Speaker: Jeff Lazell

Tuesday, December 30th
New York City
Speaker: Vivienne Gucwa

Monday, December 15th
Portfolios With a Purpose
Speakers: Lois Youmans, Sandra Carrion
Tuesday, December 16th
Street Photography
Speaker: Mel DiGiacomo

December 2014

Check out the B&H website at
<www.bhphoto.com> for all
the details as well as a complete list of additional presentations, and to register for the
course(s) of your choice. Please
note, they do accept walk-ins
for events that have not
reached capacity. The B&H
Event Space is located on the
second floor of their SuperStore, at 420 9th Avenue.

Small Wonders
Small Wonders is a juried photography exhibit sponsored
by Professional Women Photographers (PWP). The show
will be on display from
December 9th through the
20th. The opening reception
will be held on Thursday
evening, December 11th from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
All this takes place at the
Atlantic Gallery, 547 West
27th Street/548 West 27th
Street, Suite 540.
Two PWCC members are
participating in this show,
Helen Pine and Carole de
Beer, along with a handful of
former PWCCers.
Why not come on out and
support your fellow Club
members? I’m sure they’d
appreciate it.

Catching Lightning…
…either in a bottle, or with
your camera, is an almost
impossible task—even at a
shutter speeds of over 1/4000
and at 10 frames per second.
Wanna try it? Check out
“lightning triggers” at B&H
or Adorama’s websites.
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Accessory Quiz
Can you name this photo
accessory? No prizes, just a
fun challenge! Send your
guesses to the Club’s address <pwccny@aol.com>
Googling not permitted—on
your honor!

Workshops @ Adorama
The workshops at Adorama
are free except as indicated.
Monday, December 8th
Macro Photography
Speaker: Marco Giannavola
Thursday, December 11th
Shooting Portraits
Speaker: TBA

The live learning workshop
events are held in the multimedia learning space at the
Adorama Building at 42 West
18th Street, unless otherwise
indicated. Sign up for any
workshops you want to join at
<www.adorama.com/workshops>

Space is limited and the
workshops fill up fast—so
don’t miss your opportunity to
learn from the best in the business. Sign up now!

Lens Bracelets
Answer next month in Photo
Notes.
Last Month’s Answer
Tuesday, December 16th
Non-Destructive Editing
Speaker: TBA

This is a soft focus lens. It
deliberately introduces
spherical aberration in order
to give the appearance of
blurring the image while retaining sharp edges. Soft focus is not the same as outof-focus, and the effect cannot be achieved simply by
defocusing a sharp lens.
Last Month’s Correct
Answerers…
There were no correct answers last month. In fact,
there were not even any
wrong guesses.
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Wednesday, December 17th
Camera Care
Speaker: Chrysler Camera Rep.

The Lens Bracelet® was created in early 2010 by photographer Adam Elmakias.
Originally meant to be a creative business card, the design
quickly gained traction and
people started requesting
Lens Bracelets® online. This
web store was opened soon
after, and Photojojo! caught
wind and started carrying
their bracelets as well. What
started as only two options
has steadily grown to more
than twenty-five different
Lens Bracelet® designs.

Sunday, December 21st
A Creative Portfolio
Speaker: TBA

Check them out at the website
<www.lensbracelet.com>
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for
holidays and a curtailed summer schedule). Please join us at
a meeting or on one of our
other scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
All meetings begin at 7 p.m.
sharp unless otherwise indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and
Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.

* Monday, December 8
Guest Speaker—Meryl Meisler
Tonight’s guest photographer
is Meryl Meisler. Meryl has
both judged and presented to
PWCC in the past. As you will
recall (or not!), Meryl is a
photo-based artist. She has received fellowships and grants
from New York Foundation
from the Arts, Puffin Foundation, Time Warner, Artists
Space, China Institute, and Japan Society. Her work has been
exhibited at the Brooklyn Museum, New Museum, Dia Center NYC, MASS MoCA, and
The Whitney and in public
spaces such as Grand Central
Terminal and throughout the
NYC subway system. Meryl’s
latest project is A Tale of Two
Cities: Disco Era Bushwick. The
curtain raiser for tonight is
Club member and Brooklynite,
Paula Paterniti.

from A Tale of Two Cities
© Meryl Meisler
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* Wednesday, December 10
Field Trip—Dead Horse Bay
The Gateway National Recreation Area encompasses parts of
Queens, Brooklyn, Staten Island, and New Jersey—eleven
varied sites in all. Today we’ll
be visiting one of those sites,
Floyd Bennett Field, an historic
naval air station. Specifically,
we’ll be exploring Dead Horse
Bay, and its beach, with storm
eroded and revealed landfill
dating back to the 1950s.
There’s lots to see here from
nature at its wildest to the
trash of our ancestors. We’ll
meet at the Ranger Station at
Floyd Bennett Field, off Flatbush Avenue, just north of the
Gil Hodges Memorial Marine
Parkway Bridge at 1:15 p.m. If
you prefer, a group will be
meeting at the front of the
downtown/Brooklyn bound
#5 train at the Union Square
station at 11:30 a.m. The group
will take the train to its last
stop at Brooklyn College and
then transfer to the southbound Q35 bus. Ask the driver
to let you off at the Floyd Ben-
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nett Field Ranger Station.
Sign up at any Club meeting
or by contacting either of the
trip’s two co-leaders: Susan
<susans24752@yahoo.com>
212-758-0036 (not a cell) and
Paul 718-629-7164 (cell)
<pgrebanier@yahoo.com>
Please contact either leader if
you need to cancel.

ganiyot (holiday jelly doughnuts). It all takes place at Manhattan’s Grand Army Plaza,
59th Street and 5th Avenue.
Please note, sunset is about
4:30 p.m. The candle lighting
may be anywhere from 30
minutes before to 30 minutes
carols and other songs. Tubists after. (The lighting is earlier on
of all ages will line up under
Friday and later on Saturday
the Christmas tree and fill the nights.) As in previous years,
plaza with the sounds of brass. on Sunday evening, a special
* Wednesday, December 10
Archives Committee Meeting Spectators are encouraged to
celebration will include live
sing along with the Christmas music, singing and dancing,
All members are invited to join
carols and holiday favorites.
“Hanukkah Gelt” (chocolate
in the Committees’s work of
Dress warmly and leave your
coins) for the children, and hot
restoring the Club’s archives.
tripod at home—it’s much too “latkes” (aka potato pancakes)
More info can be found on
crowded for camera supports. for everyone.
page 9 of this Photo Notes.
* Monday, December 15
PWCC Holiday Party

* Wednesday, December 10
Print Workshop

Time to check your calendar
and make your plans to attend
Park West’s annual holiday
party. Come celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
New Year’s, et al. All of the details regarding the party may
* Wednesday, December 17
be found on page 4 of this isField Trip—Christmas Lights
sue of Photo Notes. Please note
that reservations and payments We’re going to the Dyker
must be received before today. Heights section of Brooklyn to
spend several glorious and
Tuesday, December 16 to
bone-chilling hours shooting
Thursday, December 23
the Christmas light displays of
Photo Op—Menorah Lighting this well-to-do residential area
Sunday, December 14
—called by the New York
Everything is bigger in New
Photo Op—Tuba Xmas
Times “the best free show in
York City, including the
Hundreds of tenor and bass
world’s largest Hanukkah me- the City.” Be sure to dress for
tuba players will congregate on
the occasion (it’s bound to be
norah. This 32-foot-tall, twoThe Rink at Rockefeller Center,
ton candelabra is lit by a cherry cold and windy, so be pre49th and 50th streets between
pared). We’ll meet on the
picker. The nightly lighting
Fifth and Sixth Avenues, today
downtown platform of the Qceremonies will be accompaat 3:30 p.m. to play Christmas
N-R trains at Union Square/
nied by folk dancing and sufAll Club members are invited
to bring a dozen or so prints
for this Club event. Bring them
for an honest, but gentle, critique of your work. This workshop has limited space. Sign
up in advance with Lee Backer
at <leebacker@gmail.com> or
212-662-6740 to get the time
and meeting place. The workshop leader is photographer
and ICP printing instructor,
Nancy Sirkis.
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14th Street at 3 p.m. For those
who want to get to Brooklyn
on their own, we’ll meet you
on the southeast corner of 86th
Street and 4th Avenue in
Brooklyn, just upstairs from
the subway station, at 4 p.m.
From there we’ll take the B64
bus to 12th Avenue. Be sure to
bring your MetroCard, cash for
dinner, and your tripod with
cable release. Sign up at any
Club meeting or by contacting
the trip’s leader: Susan Sigrist,
212-758-0036 (not a cell phone).

Amsterdam Avenue, close to
Amsterdam. From the street
level, take the stairs, elevator,
or escalator up one level and
proceed through the revolving
doors into the lobby to get the
elevator up to the 6th floor.

east to the Botanical Garden’s
Mosholu Gate entrance. Please
remember to leave your tripods at home.
Through Saturday, January 31
Photo Op—Big Apple Circus

Celebrate the vitality of life at
the Crossroads of the World!
Catch the high-spirits and
pulse-racing thrills of the
world’s greatest circus artists
in one ring under the Big Top,
where no seat is more than 50
feet from ringside! This year’s
Through January 19
theme is Metamorphosis. Watch
Photo Op—Train Show
Wednesday, December 17!
rowdy pups perform amazing
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
A must-see New York tradition tricks, double trapeze artists
where enchanting model trains soaring high above, a bashful
The New York City Sierra
zip past popular landmarks
Club’s Photography Commitclown, an irrepressible flimunder
the
twinkling
glow
of
tee is holding its holiday party
flam man, a juggler extraordithe
magical
Haupt
Conservaand meeting this evening. For
tory in the New York Botanical
tonight, members and guests
Garden (in the Bronx). Step
may bring up to eight images
into a city in miniature featurto share with the group. Iming more than 150 iconic buildages may be either film slides
ings, all recreated with bark,
or projected digital images
leaves, and other natural mate(sized and labeled properly).
Images must be of natural sub- rials. Marvel at G-scale trains
jects and may be of landscapes, humming along among familiar sights such as the Brooklyn
wildlife, etc. There will be
plenty of snacks and drinks for Bridge, Statue of Liberty, and
Rockefeller Center—surprises
all. The meeting, open to the
at every turn—on a quartergeneral public, begins at 6:30
p.m. A $6 donation is collected mile of track as they enliven
this cherished holiday experiupon entry. The NYC Sierra
Club Photography Committee ence. To get there, take the
naire, teeter-board acrobats flymeets at the Metropolitan Op- Metro-North Harlem local line ing through the air, a cavalcade
from Grand Central Terminal
era Guild, on the 6th floor of
of magnificent steeds, and a
to the Botanical Garden Station
the Rose Building at Lincoln
couple of amazing wire walkand walk across the street or
Center. The address is 70 Liners suspended in mid-air. The
take the B, D, or #4 train to the
coln Center Plaza, located on
show runs two hours, includBedford Park Boulevard Stathe north side of West 65th
ing one intermission. For addiStreet, between Broadway and tion then take the Bx 26 bus
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tional info and tickets, go to
<www.bigapplecircus.org>
* Monday, December 22
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Have a happy, merry, and safe
holiday season! Don’t forget to
hang up your stocking for
Santa.
* Monday, December 29
No Meeting—Winter Holiday

Thursday, January 1
Photo Op—Polar Plunge

Every year on New Year’s Day,
and most weekends during the
coldest months, we can join
Have a happy and safe new
and/or simply photograph the
year—filled with good health
Coney Island Polar Bear Club
and even better photography
when they wade into the Atexperiences!
lantic Ocean to celebrate the
new year with a New Year’s
* Monday, December 29!
Competition Entry Deadline Day Swim. The dip into the
ocean begins at 1 p.m. sharp,
Please note that PDI entries are
but you might want to arrive
due tonight for next week’s
early to shoot the preparations.
competition.
If you’d like to join in the fun
and freeze your toes off, a $20
Wednesday, December 31
donation is requested. Meet on
Photo Ops—New Year’s Eve
the Boardwalk at Stillwell
New Year’s Eve in Central
Avenue—one block from the
Park is a winter wonderland.
subway terminal and Nathan’s
In addition to the trees, the
Famous Hot Dogs. Best times
lights, and all the usual photo
to go? During the week—the
subjects, and maybe some
crowds are smaller and the
snow, tonight there are both a
tickets are discounted ($20/$18
midnight run and midnight
seniors).
fireworks. Be sure to dress for
the weather: the cold and the
* Monday, January 5
(possible) snow. Don’t forget to
Monthly Competition
keep your equipment warm
Tonight is the first competition
and dry, too. And don’t forget
of the new year—but not of
the ball dropping in Times
our competition season. Who
Square, and…
will win the top honors? What
will the judge say about your
Happy New Year! images? Will you agree? The
only way to find out the answers to these probing ques-
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tions is to enter and then come
on down. Full rules are available from the Competition or
Membership Committees at
any meeting and on the PWCC
website. Remember, print entries must be submitted by 6:45
p.m. so that we may get under
way with the competition
promptly at 7 p.m. PDI entries
must be submitted by midnight one week prior to today—December 29th. Just a
reminder, you may enter up to
four images in tonight’s competition, but no more than two
in any one category. Tonight’s
judge is Nir Arieli. Nir’s career
was launched as a military
photographer for the Israeli
magazine Bamachane. He then
received a scholarship to pursue a BFA at the School of Visual Arts, here in New York

Blue Passenger
©2013 Nir Arieli
City, where he graduated with
honors. Nir's photographic
passion is within the portraiture and dance fields. He is an
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admirer of gentleness, beauty
that embodies a sense of conflict, and physical intelligence.
Check out Nir’s images at
<www.nirarieli.com>

644-3266 and Susan Sigrist,
did to the Before to arrive at the
212-758-0036 (not a cell phone). After and to answer questions
from the audience. You may
Tuesday, January 6
share up to five sets of images.
Photo Event—
Soho Photo Opening

* Tuesday, January 6!
Field Trip—Three Kings Day

Soho Photo Gallery’s January
show will feature a half dozen
El Museo del Barrio offers local of the gallery’s artists with individual shows. The gallery is
residents and all of New York
open for viewing Wednesdays
City its 38th Annual Three
through Sundays from 1 to 6
Kings Day Parade and Celep.m., by appointment, and on
bration. This holiday is the
Monday evenings at our Club
most festive of the Nativity
Season in Puerto Rico, the Car- meetings. For more info on this
ibbean, and Latin America. The and other exhibits at Soho
Photo, visit their website at
<www.sohophoto.com> This
show runs to January 31st.

* Friday, January 16!
Field Trip—Grand Central

Grand Central Terminal (originally Depot, then Station, but
Terminal since 1913) is the
transportation hub of the Big
Apple. From trains and tracks
* Monday, January 12
to shops and stores; from glitz
Workshop—Before & After
and glamor to metal and stone;
Grand Central has it all. And,
Sharing is learning! And towe’ll be able to explore and
night we get to do both. All
celebration is multifaceted
PWCC members are invited to shoot much of it. We’ll meet in
the building’s Great Hall at the
with a dynamic parade led by bring in some of their images
central information kiosk, you
the Three Kings through the
to which they have made
streets of East Harlem, and
changes using creative digital know, the one with the clock,
commemorates the Three Wise filters. These could be filters in at 2 p.m. Sign up at any Club
meeting or by contacting the
Men coming to visit baby Jeimage editing programs such
sus. We will meet in front of
as Elements, Photoshop, Light- trip’s leader: Sarah Davis,
the East Harlem Cafe, Lexing- room, etc. Or they could be fil- <sewdavis@gmail.com> 917501-1322.
ton Avenue and 104th Street, at ters in a plug-in program like
10 a.m., where the marchers
Nik, onOne Software, Alien
* Monday, January 19
will be assembling. The parade Skin, Topaz, or anything else.
Guest Speaker—Tim Gray
kicks off at 11 AM and travPlease bring in at least a Before
erses the streets of the Barrio.
and an After of each image (in- Tonight’s guest speaker is proThe celebration continues at
termediate stages can also be
fessional photographer,
the museum after the parade
shown). Be sure to size your
teacher, lecturer, author, and
for those who wish. Sign up at images at a resolution of 72
world-renowned Photoshop
any Club meeting or by conppi, a maximum width of 1,400 expert, Tim Grey. He has writtacting the trip’s leaders:
pixels and/or a maximum
ten more than a dozen books
Lorraine Sweger-Perez,
height of 1,050 pixels. Please be on digital imaging for photo<swegerg@yahoo.com> 347prepared to explain what you
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© Tim Grey
graphers, has published dozens of video training courses,
has had hundreds of articles
published in magazines such
as Digital Photo Pro and Outdoor Photographer, among others. For over a dozen years he
has been publishing the daily
Ask Tim Grey eNewsletter, answering questions from photographers, and producing
the related Ask Tim Grey Podcast. Tim also publishes the
monthly Pixology electronic
magazine, and publishes
video training courses. Be sure
to visit Tim’s website
<www.timgrey.com> to sign
up for his offerings. The curtain raiser for tonight is PWCC
long-time member, and cochair of the Field Trip Committee, Paul Grebanier.
Wed.—Sun., January 21—25
Photo Op—Boat Show
Tens of thousands of boating
and fishing enthusiasts start
their season at the New York
Boat Show. With its 110-year
history the show is recognized
as THE place to see the latest
and greatest in boating. You
name it you’ll see it here
first—everything from yachts
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and cruisers to bass and pontoon boats, from canoes and
kayaks to fishing boats and
personal watercraft, from marine electronics and engines to
fishing gear,… and don’t forget
those scantily clad models
adorning the merchandise. The
show is held at the Javits Convention Center (11th Avenue
and 34th Street). The hours are:
Wednesday through Friday,
noon to 9 p.m.;, Saturday, 10
a.m. to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $15
for everyone 16 years of age
and older.

* Monday, January 26
Technical Workshop
Tonight’s workshop is on
Adobe’s Lightroom, given by
our very own Bob Wine. Bob
will demo the program and
answer questions.
* Monday, January 26
Competition Entry Deadline

night. The show this evening is
a presentation by nature and
wildlife photographer, Sean
Crane. From Sean’s website:
“My focus is obviously wildlife
and nature. This is what I love
to do. What affords me the opportunity to do it is my day job
at an advertising agency in
New York, where I work as a
creative director and writer.
I’ve also lived in Boston, Denver, Detroit, and the back of a
Subaru Outback. During my
year in the car, I traveled to
every U.S. state compiling images for my first book, American Hydrant, published in 2004.
My photography and writing
has appeared in magazines
like Outdoor Photographer,
Popular Photography, Natural
History Magazine, Shutterbug,
and Spa, and has even made its
way to Broadway, serving as a
backdrop to the hit play Impressionism, starring Jeremy
Irons and Joan Allen.“ See the
listing under December 17th
for additional information.
* Saturday, January 31!
Field Trip—Gallery Hop

”Baby it’s cold outside.” So it
Please note that PDI entries are must be time for another of our
Gallery Hopping Field Trips,
due by midnight tonight for
on which we explore some of
next week’s competition.
the City’s photo galleries to see
what’s the latest and greatest
Wednesday, January 28
in the art world. This time,
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
we’ll be walking through the
The New York City Sierra
Chelsea area to see what’s
Club’s Photography Commithappening. We’ll meet in front
tee is holding its meeting toof Dallas BBQ at 8th Avenue
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and 23rd Street at 1 p.m. Bring
your camera if you would like
to do some shooting along the
way. Sign up at any Club
meeting or by contacting the
trip’s leader: Rita Russo,
<ritarusso23@gmail.com> 917697-9664. Be sure to dress for
the weather!

Directions to Soho Photo
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas/Sixth
Avenue and West Broadway. Take
the #1 train to the Franklin Street
station (one stop below Canal
Street). Walk one block north on
West Broadway to White street,
make a right turn, and walk half a
block to the gallery. Take the A, C,
or E train to the Canal Street station. Walk south on Sixth Avenue/ Church Street 3 blocks to
White Street, make a right turn,
and walk half a block to the gallery. Although a little bit longer
walk, take any other train to Canal Street, walk west to Church
Street, and follow the directions
immediately above. Evening parking is limited, but available.
Directions to the Pine’s
at 680 West End Avenue at 93rd
Street, Apartment 5D: Take the
#1, 2, or 3, trains to 96th Street
(exit at the south end of the station) or the M7, M11, or M104
bus to 93rd/94th Streets. From the
train or bus, walk the few steps to
93rd Street, make a right turn and
head west to the apartment entrance on the corner of West End
Avenue and West 93rd Street.
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