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President’s Message

another judge would downgrade it for poor composition.
What was the purpose of
Two B’s, or Not To Be
the ringers? At the end of the
year we’d publish the scores
Complain, complain, and then
and comments for the ringers.
complain some more. That’s
It was obvious that the judges
what camera club members do
were inconsistent. You can’t
about judges, the scores they
always believe what you hear
receive, and the comments
from them. That’s why we now
made by the judges. It makes
allow images to be re-entered
no matter which club you’re in,
nor who the judge was. It’s a
couple of photos that appeared in the following competitions
fact of camera club life.
in all eight contests throughout if you’re not satisfied with the
judges comments or scores.
For example, this month
the year. It was fascinating
Bottom line? It’s supposed
I got a “B” on each of the PDIs how the scores for the same
I entered into the competition. picture ranged from “C” to “A to be fun and entertaining, as
Was I upset? Of course I was.
with Honors” and, even every well as educational.
Enjoy!
I thought they deserved better once in a while, “Image of the
than that. But what could I do Month.”
Stay healthy,
about it? I thought the judge
It was equally amazing
(who shall remain nameless in how one judge would comthis editorial) did a good job
ment about how great an
with her comments about our
image’s composition was while
images. I just didn’t always
agree with some of the scores
Photo Notes
she came up with.
Especially since the same
Publisher:
Park West Camera Club
images were entered into the
Editor:
Chuck Pine
December competition at one
of our Florida camera clubs.
Committee:
Will Aimesbury, Madeleine Barbara, Elsa
They both received 9 points—
Blum, Ann Broder, Ruth Formanek, Renée Harper,
the equivalent to our “A with
Gladys Hopkowitz, Hedy Klein, Paul Perkus, Helen Pine,
Honors.”
Elena Pierpont, Judy Rosenblatt, and Julie Wosk
In short, there’s no telling
Contributors: Christine Doyle, Julie Foehrenbach, Michael
what a judge will do or say
Kelly, Hedy Klein, Natalie Manzino, Chuck Pine, Helen
about any given image. And
Pine, Michael Schleiff, Alice Somma and Joe Zarba
more than likely, what one
Photo Notes is produced on a MacBook Pro
judge sees and likes, another
using iWork Pages and Adobe Photoshop.
one would have the opposite
All uncredited images are royalty-free clip art or otherwise
opinion.
believed to be in the public domain.
For a number of years, Park
West had what we referred to
Credited images remain the sole property of their
as ringers in our monthly comcopyright holders—all rights reserved.
petitions. These were the same

Chuck

December 2021

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

3

CLUB

February
7
Monthly PDI Competition #5 (Z)
14
Theme Night—Sweethearts (Z)
17
PDI Workshop
21
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
28
You Be the Judge #4 —Landscapes (Z)
March
2021-2022 PWCC Schedule
7
Monthly PDI Competition #6 (Z)
14
Print Competition #1 & Social Gathering
September
21
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
5
Chuck Pine Labor Day Picnic
24
PDI Workshop
6
No Meeting (Labor Day/Rosh Hashanah) 28
Business Meeting #3 (Z)
13
Welcome Back (Z)
April
20
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
4
Monthly PDI Competition #7 (Z)
23
PDI Workshop
11
Print Competition #2 & Social Gathering
27
Business Meeting #1 (Z)
18
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
October
21
PDI Workshop
4
Monthly PDI Competition #1 (Z)
25
Workshop—Table Top Photography
11
Photoshop Workshop (Z)
May
18
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
2
Monthly PDI Competition #8 (Z)
21
PDI Workshop
9
Print Competition #3 & Social Gathering
25
Halloween Shoot & Party
16
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
November
19
PDI Workshop
1
Monthly PDI Competition #2 (Z)
23
Business Meeting #3 (Z)
8
Theme Night—Fall Foto Fun (Z)
30
No Meeting
15
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
June
18
PDI Workshop
6
Year-End Competition #3 (Z)
22
You Be the Judge #3 (Z)
13
Otto Little Memorial Dinner (?)
27
Business Meeting #2 (Z)
20
ExCom Meeting
December
27
TBA
6
Monthly PDI Competition #3 (Z)
Unless there are some changes in federal, state,
13
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
or local policies, activities marked with a (Z)
20
Holiday Party (?)
will be conducted virtually using the Zoom
27
No Meeting—Winter Break
software program. As soon as it is deemed
January
safe to hold our meetings and other activities
3
Monthly PDI Competition #4 (Z)
at Soho Photo Gallery (or elsewhere), we will
10
Theme Night—Holidays (Z)
attempt to do so.
17
Guest Speaker/Curtain Raiser (Z)
Pop-Up Field Trips will be announced to those
20
PDI Workshop
PWCC members who have signed up to receive
24
Workshop—Bookmaking (Z)
the invitations.
31
Theme Night—Travel (Z)
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Zooming

Pop-Up Trips

Submitting Images

Zoom is a web-based videoconferencing software tool
that allows users to meet
online. Zoom is compatible
with Macs, Windows, smartphones, and tablets. Zoom
software is free to download
to your devices.
The Club is using Zoom
software to conduct all its
meetings during the coronavirus pandemic. An email
will be sent to all PWCC
members prior to virtual
meetings. This email will
contain the link to join the
meeting. All you have to do
is click on the link.
To download Zoom, go to
<www.zoom.us/download>
and click on the “Download”
button. It’s that simple!
Non-members who
would like to join our Club
meetings may request the
link by sending an email to
<pwccny@gmail.com>

The Club instituted Pop-Up
field trips this past summer
and they were a great success.
Just what is a Pop-Up (also
called a Drop-In) trip, I hear
you cry? It is a field trip that
any one of our Club members
wishes to go on without a lot
of pre-planning and fanfare.
You decide where you want
to go and when you want to go
there. You send out an email to
all the other PWCCers who
signed up. That’s it!
Whoever shows up will be
a surprise. All you’ve got to
do is shoot away and have
fun doing it.
As an afterthought, it
would be appreciated if all
those who attend send a few
images from the trip for Photo
Notes. A short article would be
nice but isn’t necessary.

The Club has over a dozen
activities this year which ask
you to submit images. These
include competitions, theme
nights, workshops, classes,
and more. Here’s what you
need to know:

Do you have a destination in or around the
City that you’d like to photograph? Are you
looking for some shooting buddies?
Then these pop-up field trips are just the
ticket. Here are the simple steps to follow:
(1) Get your name on the list;
(2) Plan the trip—meeting place and time;
(3) Send out the notice;
(4) Have fun shooting.
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Images must be in .jpg
(JPEG) format and sized at
72 ppi resolution, 1400 pixels
maximum width, and 1050
pixels maximum height. [Do
not exceed these maximums!]
Competition images must
be titled as follows:
LastNameFirstInitial_Month
Year_Title.jpg
for example
JonesM_Jan21_Flower.jpg
Other images should be
titled as follows:
Name_Number_Title
You may use your first and/
or last name/initial. If you
want your images shown in
a particular order, number
them 01, 02, etc. Use a real
title, not the image number
that came out of the camera.
for example
MaryJ_07_Flower
Read each entry in the
Club’s Schedule for special
instructions, if any.
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Sunshine Fund
A motion was passed at the
April business meeting to
establish a Sunshine Fund as
part of the Social Committee.
The responsibilities of this
new entity are to acknowledge birthdays, deaths,
births, illnesses, and any other life events that impact our
Club members and their families.
Long-time Club member
Natalie Manzino has volun-

teered to take on this task for
the Club. She has already
purchased the necessary stationery to be able to express
the sentiments of the Club
and its members.
But Natalie needs your
help in achieving the Club’s
goals through this committee.
It would be great if each and
every member could give her
the month and day of their
birthday (no years, please).
In addition, if you could
let Natalie know of any life
events that occur to any of
our members, you or someone else, both present and
past members, that would be
great, too.
917-757-7086
<bklynnat@hotmail.com>

Club Meeting Times
All Park West Camera Club’s
Monday night meetings will
begin at 6:30 p.m. You may
sign into Zoom for chit-chat
with other members, to ask
questions, or just to hang out
before the meeting starts at
6:15 p.m.—unless otherwise
indicated in the Schedule of
Activities at the end of this
issue of Photo Notes.
The link to join the Zoom
meetings is sent out to Club
members and friends of the
Club in our Weekly Reminder
every Friday.
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Desperately Seeking…
We are looking for a Club
member (or members) to
organize the February 28th
You Be the Judge 4 contest. It
should take several hours to
set up the PDF slide shows
(we need two of them), make
the score sheet, tabulate the
scores and comments, and
create the final slide show of
the winning images.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

If we’re going to proceed
with the print competitions
in the Fall, we absolutely,
positively need to recruit a
Competition Committee
co-chair to oversee this aspect
of the showings. Including
accepting the prints, numbering them, passing prints
through the lightbox, recording the scores, and revealing
the winners.
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Images of the Month
December 2021

PDI of the Month
Fireboat John J. Harvey
© Helen Pine

PDI-of-the-Month
Fireboat John J. Harvey
© Helen Pine

Honor PDIs
Snowy Day by Natalie Manzino
Soloist by Angel Santana
Mudbath by Marlene Schonbrun
Rainy Day, The Met by Alice Somma
Farmer by Laura Toledo
The Kayakers by Will Aimesbury
Acorn Street by Angel Santana
Hay Rolls by Michael Schleiff
Cuddly Elephants by Marlene Schonbrun
Ethiopian Contemplation by Sarah Street

December 2021

The Honor PDIs are
shown on the following
2 pages.
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A with Honors
Snowy Day
© Natalie Manzino
A with Honors
Soloist
© Angel Santana

A with Honors
Mudbath
© Marlene Schonbrun
A with Honors
Rainy Day, The Met
© Alice Somma

A with Honors
Farmer
© Laura Toledo
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Continued on next page
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A with Honors
The Kayakers
© Will Aimesbury

A with Honors
Acorn Street
© Angel Santana

There were 73 entries in tonight’s
PDI competition. 23 of them got
an “A” score (32%), 11 of which
also received “Honors” (15%).
The judge was Kathy Baca.
A with Honors
Hay Rolls
© Michael Schleiff

A with Honors
Ethiopian Contemplation
© Sarah Street

A with Honors
Cuddly Elephants
© Marlene Schonbrun
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Cumulative Point Totals Bookmakers Wanted
through December 2021
Helen Pine
Natalie Manzino
Marlene Schonbrun
Alice Somma
Ann Broder
Charles Levin
Elena Pierpont
Laura Toledo
Carlton Johnson
Michael Schleiff
Sarah Corbin
Chuck Pine
Florence Forman
Bill Apple
Jay Bitkower
Paul Grebanier
Doris King
Hedy Klein
Madeleine Barbara
Christine Doyle
Elayne Dix
Julie Foehrenbach
Peggy Winkelman
Dotty Mills
Larry Rubin
Joan Slatkin
Julie Wosk
Nicole Dosso
Jeff Langford
Janet Susin
Will Aimesbury
Karen Corrigan
Carole de Beer
Angel Santana
David Cassidy
Remy Deyglun
Sarah Street
Justine Carson
Renée Harper
Virginia Lawrence
Paula Paterniti
Larry Sapadin
Harriet Stein
Marvin Fink
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50
48
48
46
44
42
42
42
40
40
38
36
34
32
32
32
32
30
28
28
28
28
28
26
26
26
26
24
24
24
22
22
20
20
16
16
14
12
8
8
8
8
8
4

No! We’re not getting the Club
into illegal gambling to raise
money!
We’re talking about making
photography books using any
kind of software program that
will accomplish this task.
Following suggestions from
Club members, we planned a
workshop for the January 24th
meeting—Zoom, of course.
We are looking for any Park
West members who have any
experience using any software
or online programs making
photo books. You will have as
much time as you need to talk
about, demonstrate, or whatever regarding programs you
have used.
If you’re interested, you
will be given the opportunity
to share your screen and tell us
what you know. Please contact
our Workshop Committee
chair, (former president) Ed
Lee, at <elee950021@gmail.com>
This should be an evening
full of information, education,
and entertainment for all of us.
Please contribute!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

On the Website
by Michael Schleiff
The Club has set up Forums
for all members to use. The
topics—which you join or create—could cover any area of
photography and imaging including, but not limited to,
how-tos ,gear, Photoshop,
Lightroom, plug-ins, and more.
You are only limited by your
imagination.
To get access to these forums, you must be signed into
the Club website with an active email address. After logging in, go to PWCC Members
Discussion Forums on the dropdown menu and click to enter.
As you scroll down you’ll see a
basic explanation of how these
forums work, along with a
how-to video. At the bottom of
the page, there will be a heading for ‘Park West Camera
Club,” with a button below,
View Topic.
Once pressed you will see
the topics that have been set
up along with a button to Create New Topic. You can view the
topics and all the posts. You
may even post a comment of
your own.
All signed-up members
will receive an email notice
when new posts have been
added. (You can easily opt-out
from any of the forums.
Any questions, regarding
the forums, contact me at my
email <mrscheliff@gmail.com>
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Curtain Raisers
by Helen Pine
Curtain raisers are short
(no more than five minutes)
programs presented by Club
members prior to our guest
speakers. Here’s the list for the
rest of this Club season…
Dec.
Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
Apr.
May

Charles Levin
Bill Apple
Elayne Dix
Natalie Manzino
Dinorah Capota
Rain Bengis

Landscape Photo Tip
To improve depth-of-field
and sharpness and get your
images appearing tack
sharp from near to far, take
two separate images with
the first focused on a foreground element in the foreground and the second on a
background element.
Then blend both images
together in your software.
Photoshop makes this easy
by automatically selecting
the sharpest sections of both
images and combining
them!

December 2021

Committee Liaisons

Photo Notes Deadlines

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to
continue for this coming
year with the committee
liaison model to spread the
responsibility among the
entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each ExCom member (the
five elected officers) will be
assigned committees as a
liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2021-2022 Club year:

Issue

Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Laura Toledo
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Laura Toledo

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

January
February
March
April
May
Summer

Deadline
Jan. 3
Feb. 7
Mar. 7
Apr. 4
May 2
June 6

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Competition scores and cumulative points are submitted as
soon after the competitions as
possible, usually one to three
days following the submission
deadline. Once all items are in
place the draft copy of Photo
Notes will be sent to the editors
who will then have several
days to edit and return their
comments.
Upon completion, the Photo
Notes issue will be sent to all
members and to the Website
Committee to be uploaded to
the website.
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Minutes: ExCom Mtg.

(i.e., for PWCC, this would be
by Christine Doyle the greater NY metropolitan
Recording Secretary area), as well as a short commentary about the images.
Before deciding whether or
November 23, 2021
not to participate, it was
Participating: Executive Com- agreed that we should obtain
additional information about
mittee members President
how many images can be
Chuck Pine, Vice President
submitted.
Michael Schleiff, Recording
Secretary Christine Doyle,
2. Committees (Workshop,
Corresponding Secretary
Competition, Field Trip, ProHelen Pine, and Treasurer
gram, others?). The activities
Laura Toledo.
of the committees that have
[As a result of the Coronavirus been active throughout the
pandemic were discussed.
pandemic and the continuing
restrictions the Club has not
Helen noted that the Workshop
held any in-person meetings
since March 2020. This meeting Committee needs to nail down
what it will be doing for the
was held via Zoom.]
upcoming member workshops
The meeting called to order at on creating photo books and
table-top photography.
4:30 p.m.

Soho Photo Gallery for information about availability and
rental costs.
Christine reported that she has
been in touch with Marilyn
Fish-Glynn about the Program
Committee. Alice Somma is
now helping Marilyn with lining up speakers and judges.
The Field Trip Committee has
been inactive since the beginning of the pandemic, and an
informal system of ‘pop-up’
field trips has been in place
since the summer. Not many
pop-ups have been organized
recently, presumably due to
the approach of winter. It was
agreed to continue with this
system for the time being.

3. Holiday Party (yes or no—if
no, what?). The Club’s annual
Michael reported that the
holiday party is about a month
The meeting was called to
Competition Committee is
away, and it is unsure if memreview general items for the
working well. Hedy Klein
bers will be willing to gather
Club and set an agenda for
has taken over totaling the
at Soho Photo Gallery to celethe November 29th business
monthly scores, with help
brate. Alternatives were dismeeting.
from Michael. More discussion cussed, and it was agreed to
1. Invitation from South Man- of when and whether the Club hold a member meet-up at the
will resume in-person print
Oculus instead. The Oculus is
chester Camera Club. Chuck
indoors, so not dependent on
discussed the invitation he had competitions, and how they
will be organized and handled. weather, easy to get to, and has
recently received from the
A new co-chair will be needed places to have a snack or meal.
South Manchester (England)
to be responsible for these jobs. In addition, a holiday market
Camera Club to celebrate its
It was suggested that one of
is being held at the Oculus,
70th anniversary, the club is
which will give more opportuorganizing on-line exhibitions the members who expressed
nities for taking photos.
with other camera clubs that it an interest in showing prints
be contacted to see if anyone is
plans to run through 2022.
Participating camera clubs are interested. This will be disinvited to submit images of the cussed at the next business
Continued on next page
meeting. Christine will contact
area where they are located

December 2021
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40 minutes’ followed by 15-20
minutes of questions and
answers. Christine will draft
this and send to Marilyn and
Alice.
4. Zoom Problems. Recent
problems with Zoom (e.g.,
screen sharing and the size
of displayed images) were
discussed. Helen will share
Bridge settings to ensure
proper image size. In addition,
since it is not possible to switch
from Bridge to Photoshop
when trying to demonstrate
editing techniques, it is necessary to display images in Photoshop if anyone is intending to
edit them. Also, it will be necessary to confirm with guest
speakers, in advance, that their
software works.
It was agreed that we would
only record meetings where
there are guest speakers or
member workshops, and that
they would then be posted on
the Club’s website.
It was also agreed that boilerplate language should be
included in emails with guest
speakers and judges to alert
them to supply their home
address so that Laura can
send payment; and, in the case
of guest speakers, that the
meetings will be recorded and
posted on our Club website
and that their presentations
should last for approximately

December 2021

7. Club Instagram Account.
No update.

8. “You Be The Judge 3.” It
was agreed that the latest “You
Be the Judge” was a success
5. NYMACC [New York Metro and is very popular with
Area Camera Council] Anmembers. Christine asked if
nouncements. Ed Lee, who is
the image scores could be
the Club’s liaison with NYshared with any member who
MACC, will be reminded
asks to see them. It was agreed
about sharing information
to ask members to volunteer to
about PWCC’s activities with
help compile scores and comNYMACC.
ments at the next business
meeting.
6. Web Discussion Forums.
To date there has not been
9. Photoshop Virtual Summit
much participation in the
Chuck noted that very few
web discussion forum on the
members have asked for access
Club’s website. It was agreed
to the Photoshop Virtual
to remind members regularly
Summit 2 videos.
that the forums are on the
website. Ed Lee had offered
10. Access to Black & White
to be the point person on
Minimalism Magazine Issues. It
members’ questions.
was agreed that the Club
should not consider purchasMichael noted that he and
ing access to all 31 issues of
Christine had emailed the 25
Black & White Minimalism Magmembers who have not yet
azine for £99 (appx. $135), as
registered on the website but
there are many free resources
neither have received any
already available.
response. Currently about 60
members have registered on
11. Treasurer Laura Toledo
the website. Michael is drafting noted that she will be traveling
new instructions on how to
from December 23rd through
create member galleries on the February 2022, and at times
website, which it is hoped will will not have internet access.
renew interest among members. Laura suggested that
The ExCom meeting adjourned
monthly curtain raisers conat approximately 6:45 p.m.
sider putting their images or
presentations in a member
gallery.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Minutes: Business Mtg.
by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
November 29, 2021
Participating: ExC members:
President Chuck Pine, Vice
President Michael Schleiff,
Recording Sec Christine Doyle,
Corresponding Sec Helen Pine,
and Treasurer Laura Toledo.
cost of renting space at Soho
Photo Gallery is not included
[As a result of the Coronavirus as it is not known at this
pandemic, this meeting was
point.
held via Zoom.]
IV. Committee Reports: Chuck
I. Call To Order: Chuck Pine
Pine reviewed the activities of
called the meeting to order at
the committees that have been
approximately 6:30 p.m. There active throughout the COVIDbeing 26 members present, a
19 pandemic.
quorum was met.
Competition: No decision has
II. Minutes of Previous
been made to hold in-person
Executive Committee and
print competitions in 2022,
Business Meeting: By motions, owing to the many unknowns
members present agreed to
connected with the pandemic.
waive the reading of, and
If the Club decides to resume
accept the minutes of the
in-person print competitions,
September 27th, 2021 Business a new committee co-chair will
Meeting as published in the
be needed to take over the task
October 2021 issue of Photo
of organizing and coordinating
Notes.
the print competitions. (PDIs
for the December competition
III. Treasurer’s Report: Laura
are due by midnight tonight.)
Toledo reported that as of this
date the Club has 79 paid
Membership: Co-chair Marlene
members; membership dues
Schonbrun confirmed Laura
totaled $4,050; and the Club’s
Toledo’s report of 79 paid
bank balance is $9,036.73.
members. This number
Projected expenses for the
includes 5 new members.
coming Club year total $2,966, Approximately 12 people
which includes the costs for
have not renewed their
print competition judges. The
memberships this year.

December 2021
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Newsletter: Chair Chuck Pine
asked that any new content for
the next issue of the newsletter,
including submissions for the
cover, the monthly theme
(“Rain”), member portfolios
and “Where in the World”
Images, be submitted by next
Monday, December 6th.
Program: Alice Somma said
that she has been in touch with
Chair Marilyn Fish-Glynn to
assist Marilyn with identifying
and selecting prospective
judges and speakers. It was
noted that the Executive
Committee will be sending
Marilyn and Alice boiler-plate
language regarding billing
addresses and the length of
speaker presentations.
Social/Sunshine: Chair Natalie
Manzino asked members to
send her their birth dates (day
and month only) and any
information on members’
health and/or welfare or other
milestones that may require a
follow-up message or a card.
Website: See below under Old
Business and New Business.
Workshop: Ed Lee noted that
the January 24, 2022 member
workshop will focus on the
making of photographic books.
He will look for a speaker to
discuss some of the various
bookmaking platforms (e.g.,
Blurb, Shutterfly, Adobe); any
members who have experience

14
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creating photographic books
will also be invited to present.
The topic for the April 2022
member workshop is tabletop
photography. While it is hoped
that the workshop can be held
in-person at Soho Photo
Gallery, if that is not possible,
perhaps Ed could circulate
to members instructions on
preparing tabletop set-ups
and then members could
present their results, or Ed
could demonstrate via Zoom.
V. Old Business
A. Photoshop Virtual Summit
Videos: Chuck reminded
members that the videos
from the Photoshop Virtual
Summit 2, which the Club
purchased, were recently
made available to members
to review. Since there has not
been much member interest
in accessing the videos,
reminders will no longer
appear in Photo Notes.

B. Covid/Print Competition:
As discussed above in the
Competition Committee report, a co-chair is needed to
handle prints when the print

December 2021

competitions are resumed. This
is currently scheduled to happen in March 2022. At this
time, however, it is unclear if
the Club will be able to proceed as planned, given the
technical and logistical challenges of setting up a ‘hybrid’
live-Zoom session, as well as
the spotty internet access at
Soho Photo Gallery.
C. NYMACC Announcements:
As mentioned previously,
NYMACC (New York Metro
Area Camera Council), is an
umbrella organization that
covers camera clubs and photo
stores in the greater New York
metropolitan area that collects
and shares information on
photography related news and
events. Helen has been sharing
information on other club’s
events in the Club’s Weekly
Reminders, and some PWCC
members have participated or
intend to. Ed Lee, who is our
liaison to NYMACC, will share
information on PWCC guest
speakers with NYMACC
member clubs, giving PWCC’s
gmail account as a contact
point. We will monitor the
number of outside persons
who ask to participate in
PWCC events.

have about their photography.
There are now three discussion
topics posted; members can
create any new ones if they
chose to do so. There has been
limited interest so far, but it is
hoped that will change as
members become familiar with
this feature. Ed Lee has offered
to monitor the forums.

E. Club Instagram Account:
Julie Foehrenbach reported
that she has set up an Instagram account for the Club. She
still needs to add the Club logo
to the account and make
arrangements to obtain the
monthly competition honors
and winning images, as well
as confirm which members
approve of their images being
posted.
VI. New Business
A. From the Chair

1. South Manchester (England)
Camera Club Invite: Chuck
D. Website Discussion Forum: discussed the invitation we
Michael Schleiff reported that
recently received from the
he has set up discussion forum South Manchester (England)
on the Club’s website for
Camera Club. To celebrate its
members to chat and ask/
70th anniversary, the club is
answer questions they may
organizing on-line exhibitions

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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with other camera clubs that
it plans to run through 2022.
Participating camera clubs
are invited to submit images
of the area where they are
located (i.e., for PWCC, this
would be the greater NY
metropolitan area), as well
as a short commentary about
the images. Chuck is waiting
for more information from
the South Manchester Club
about how many images the
Club can submit, and will
report back to members what
he learns.

2. Holiday Party: The Club’s
ExCom discussed next month’s
holiday party at its meeting
last week, and asked the participating members if they
would like to change the party
from a catered event at Soho
Photo Gallery, to a member
meet-up at the Oculus. Besides
offering many photographic
opportunities, there are plenty
of places to eat and the Oculus
is relatively easy to get to.
Participating members agreed.
Members should meet on the
20th of December at about 4
p.m. at the Oculus.
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3. Zoom Problems: We are
working our way through the
Zoom problems we’ve been
experiencing of late (e.g., the
size of displayed images) and
are hopeful that they have
been resolved.
4. Zoom Recordings: Several
of the recent Club meetings
have been recorded and are
available to members on the
Club’s website. (Michael posts
the recordings to his YouTube
channel, which he then links
to the website. So far there
has been no charge for doing
so). He will keep the files private so that only members can
access them. Going forward,
he will record guest speakers
and workshops. Monthly
competitions will also be
recorded, but will only be
accessible for one month.
5. ‘You Be The Judge 3’: The
recent ‘You Be The Judge 3’
member night was discussed.
It was the consensus of participating members that image
scores should be made available, although not necessarily
read aloud. The next ‘You Be
The Judge 4’ will be held in
February 2022 and will have
as a theme, ‘Scapes,’ e.g., landscapes, seascapes, cityscapes.
Please do not submit portraits
or pictures of pets, people, etc.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

6. Website Galleries: Michael
reported that a new visual
guide on how to create member galleries on the Club’s
website was being drafted.
The website already contains
galleries of monthly and yearend competition winners and
honors images. It’s suggested
that more members take
advantage of this website
feature, and perhaps put their
curtain raiser images in a
member gallery. Michael will
send Marlene his new cheat
sheet on how to register on the
website and will also publish it
in Photo Notes.
B. From the Floor
1. Ed Lee noted that we are
running low on our supply of
Club business cards, and he
will begin the process of creating a new one, with updated
information and member images, in the new year.
2. Marlene Schonbrun asked
that, if any member wishes to
invite a guest/potential new
member to a Club Zoom, that
that member notify her or another Executive Committee
member in advance. Members
should not share our Zoom
link; it will be provided by the
Executive Committee. It was
also suggested that Michael
regularly change the Zoom
password, to prevent our account from being hacked.
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VII. Good And Welfare
A. From The Chair: Chuck
hoped everyone had a good
Thanksgiving weekend and
wished all a Happy Hanukkah.
He noted that many ‘Black
Friday’ sale opportunities are
still available at B&H and
Adorama. He then listed the
following upcoming dates/
deadlines:
- 11/29/2021: Deadline for
submitting images for the
December PDI competition
(please send Hedy Klein a
separate email if you would
like confirmation of receipt)

based—in other words, the
New York City metropolitan
area. It can be any style,
format, or subject matter that
you believe is appropriate.

SMCC Competition
Park West has been invited to
participate in the on-line 70th
anniversary celebration of the
South Manchester Camera
Club (SMCC) in the United
Kingdom. If you’d like to
check them out, their web site
is <www.smcc.org.uk>

• Accompanying your image
please include a commentary:
include your name; describe
something interesting about
the image such as where it was
taken, what you like about it,
or the technique used—just
about anything to enhance the
viewer’s experience. (Please
keep it short and sweet.)

Flaming Sky
©2016 Chuck Pine

- 12/2/2021: Lighting of
Christmas Tree at Rockefeller
Center
- 12/6/2021: Monthly
Member Competition,
judged by Kathy Baca
- 12/13/2021: Guest Speaker,
Eli Atias
- 12/20/2021: Holiday
Member Meet-Up at the
Oculus

A total of eight (8) PWCC
images will be forwarded to
the SMCC.
Here are the requirements…

B. From The Floor: Helen
Pine noted that long-time
PWCC member Ruth
Formanek recently turned 98.
There being no more business,
the meeting was adjourned at
approximately 8:02 p.m.

December 2021

• Images must be in jpeg
format with MAXIMUM
dimensions of 1600 pixels
wide and 1200 pixels high
at 72 ppi.

Please submit one image only.
Email your image to us at
<pwccny@gmail,com> Please
send the image as an attachment to the email. Put “SMCC
Entry” in the subject line.
The due date for images is
Friday, December 31st (New
Year’s Eve).
Thanks for your participation.

• The images must showcase
the area where Park West is

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Good Luck!

17

CLUB

Treasurer’s Report
by Laura Toledo
Treasurer
November 29, 2021
Membership Income as of 11/27/2021
from 79 members (one paying $150 instead of $50)

$ 4,050.00

Approximate Projected Expenses until June

$ 2,966.33

6 Guest Speakers

$ 600

9 Competition Judges PDI

$ 1125

7 Monthly Bank fee (approximately $40)

$ 280

incorporate.com

$ 235

7 Monthly Adobe Plan

$ 70

3 Print Comp Judges

$ 375

Checks paid but not yet deposited

$ 281.33

Final Balance

$ 9,036.73 — $ 2,966.33 =

$ 6070.40

In Passing

In Passing

We recently learned that PWCC
life member Fran Wetzstein had
passed away about a year-anda-half ago.
Fran served as Club vice
president, treasurer, and editor
of the Club’s newsletter—long
before it took on its current
name, Photo Notes.
Fran was one of the five
Club members who went on
our first long field trip (to the
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta.
She followed this up as one of
seven members on the next trip
(to Jamaica, mon).
Fran will be dearly missed
by all those who knew her.

We recently learned that PWCC
life member Gary Koulish lost
his mother, Cynthia, in early
December. She was 98 years old
and in declining health.
Gary served on the Club’s
Executive Committee for many
years as the recording secretary.
Mrs. Koulish is survived by
Gary and his brother, Steven.
As of this writing, there are
no plans for sitting shiva nor
for a memorial service.
Condolences may be sent to
Gary at 170 West End Avenue
#25M , New York, NY 10023.
Our hearts and thoughts go
out to Gary and his family.

December 2021
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You Be the Judge 3
The Club’s third You Be the
Judge contest was held in midNovember this year. There
were images entered by 33
different Club members while
40 PWCCers scored and made
comments on them.
The only rule? The entered
images—only one per member
—may not have been shown
previously at any Club event
(competition, theme night, PDI
workshop, whatever)!
Each image was scored
from one to nine points. (No
image received a one; many
pulled down nines.) The scores
were totaled. They ranged
from 194 points up to 313.
(The highest possible score
was 360 points.)
The image totaling the
most points was declared
the Winning Image. The next
highest scoring images were
awarded A with Honors. The
third group of winners was
given the score of A. (These
awards mirror the scoring in
our monthly competitions.)
Here are our top twelve
winning images.
Would like to know the total
points your image received
or the comments made
about your photo? If you do,
send an email to the below
address. Please include your
name and the image’s title.
<pwccny@aol.com>
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Winning Image
Cuddly Elephants
© Marlene Schonbrun

“A” with Honors
Zambian Beauty
© Helen Pine

“A” with Honors
S-s-t-e-e-e-RIKE!
© Larry Rubin

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Continued on next page
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“A” with Honors
Jason
© Rain Bengis

“A” with Honors
Neighborhood Watch
© Will Aimesbury

“A”
The Automobiles
© Carlton Johnson

“A”
Body Painting
© Elena Pierpont

“A”
Grass Illuminated
© Madeleine Barbara
Continued on next page

December 2021
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“A”
Jardin
© Natalie Manzino
“A”
Isaiah
© Dorrs King

“A”
Union Square Park
© Virginia Lawrence

YBtJ4
Our next You Be the Judge
(#4 on your hit parade),
which will be held on the
28th of February, will be
different than the first three
events. This one will have a
theme! All entries must be
‘scapes. They can be landscapes, sea-scapes, city-

December 2021

scapes, or any other kind of
“scape” you can imagine.
See page 18 of this issue of
Photo Notes for more information.

“A”
Prayer
© Harriet Stein

Check out this video for
some ideas and tips…
<www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Pg1gbTojR8I>

Boyne Valley, Ireland
©2019 Chuck Pine

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Member Participation
Not including our monthly
competitions, Park West has
scheduled eight member
participation nights plus the
Expanding Visions 28 class for
the 2021-2022 Club year. Due
to the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic and its likely
restrictions on meetings,
most of the activities listed
below will be virtual using
Zoom conferencing software.
Images must be sent to the
Club prior to these events—
see below for the dates.
Also, see Submitting Images
on page 5 of this issue of
Photo Notes for sizing and
titling directions.

11th at 11 p.m. You may
submit up to 15 images. You
may send your images as
separate .jpg files or as part
of a PowerPoint or Keynote
presentation. Send your pix
to <pwccny@gmail.com>
Be sure to put “Welcome
Back” in the subject line of
your email. This is a Zoom
activity.
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Halloween Shoot & Party
Tonight is a tradition at Park
West Camera Club. We’ll
meet at Bryant Park and
shoot each other (photographically speaking, of
course) wearing costumes,
masks, whatever. This will
take place on Monday
evening, October 25th. Refreshments appropriate to
the holiday will be served.

ut!
o
d

Show & Tell-Welcome Back
This is the first meeting of
the 2021-22 Club season—
Monday, September 13th. It
is your chance to show us
what you did during the
summer—Club activities,
shots around the City, your
personal vacation, etc.
Competition rules are not in
effect. The deadline for
submitting images for this
event is Saturday, September

nd
a
me
o
C
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Theme Night-Fall Foto Fun
Tonight, November 8th, is
the first of this year’s theme
nights. It’s all about the fall
—past, present, and future.
Members may submit up to
15 images for this program.
The images can be old or
new, but they must be yours.
Send your images to us at
<pwccny@gmail.com> by
11 p.m. on Friday, the 5th of
November. Be sure to put
“Fall Foto Fun” in the subject
line of your email. This is a
Zoom activity. And, have
fun! Remember, sharing is
caring!

O
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r
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You Be the Judge 3
We started last year off with
our first ever You Be the
Judge. It was such a great
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success that we’re doing it
again—for the 3rd time.
There is no theme for the
image you submit, just
make sure it has not been
previously shown to, nor
shared with, the Club (you
may use it at a later date if
you wish). Interested Club
members may submit one
image. All members will
then receive a slide show of
the entered images as well
as a ballot to complete and
return. The results will be
tabulated and revealed at the
November 22nd Club Zoom
meeting. Due to the fact that
it takes a while to put the
slide show together, create
the ballot, send it all out, get
it back, and calculate the
winners, we ask that your
submissions arrive to us at
<pwccny@gmail.com> no
later than Friday, the 12th of
November at 11 p.m. Be sure
to put “You Be the Judge” in
the subject line of your
email. Good luck, all!
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Theme Night—Holidays
Tonight, January 10th, is the
second theme night this year.
It’s all about holidays and
the holiday season—from
Thanksgiving through New

December 2021

Year’s Day or whenever.
Secular holidays, religious
holidays, are all fair game
for tonight. Members may
submit up to 15 images for
this program. Although
we’d like to see images shot
the last couple of months,
you can dig into your
archives if you must. Send
your images to the Club at
<pwccny@gmail.com> by
11 p.m. on Friday, January
7th. Be sure to put the word
“Holidays” in the subject
line of your email. This is a
Zoom activity.

Theme Night—Travel
The third theme night this
year, held on January 31st,
is all about travel. Show us
your images from any of
your travels—in town, out
of town, even out of the
USA. Images from recent
travels, or those from the
past are all welcome. Please
limit your images to one location only—not a compilation of many trips. Limit
your images to your 15 best
shots. Send ‘em to <pwccny@gmail.com> by 11 p.m.
on Friday, January 28th. Be
sure to put “Travel” in the
subject line of your email.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Theme Night—Sweethearts
Theme night number 4 will
be held on February 14th—
Valentine’s Day. The theme
is, of all things, sweethearts
and love. You may interpret
this theme any way you like
—be creative, be daring, be
artistic. Limit your images to
the 15 best shots. Send them
to <pwccny@gmail.com> by
11 p.m. on Friday, February
11th. Be sure to put “Sweethearts” in the subject line of
your email. This is a Zoom
activity.

You Be the Judge 4—
‘Scapes
We are adding a twist to this,
the 4th iteration of You Be
the Judge. It has a theme!
The theme is a classic one,
landscapes (think Ansel
Adams, Clyde Butcher,
Galen Rowell, and the like).
If you wish, you can expand
the theme to include seaand even cityscapes. The
showing will be held on
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February 28th. Interested
members may submit one
image; all Club members
will then receive a slide
show of all the images as
well as a ballot to complete
and return. Due to the fact
that it takes a while to put
together the slide show,
create the ballot, send it all
out, get it back, and calculate
the winners, we ask that
submissions be sent to us at
<pwccny@gmail.com> no
later than Tuesday, February
1st at 11 p.m. Be sure to put
“You Be the Judge” in the
subject line of your email.
This is a Zoom activity. As
Yoda once said, “Choose
wisely.”

Photo Cartoon
of the Month

Hello from Dublin

Expanding Visions 28 (2022)
The theme for this year’s
Expanding Visions class is
still in the works. Depending
on the Ccovid situation in
the late spring and early
summer, this class will either
meet at various locations to
shoot the assignments
together, or they will be
done by the participants on
their own. Only time will
tell. Watch for any future
announcements at meetings,
in Photo Notes, and on the
Club’s website.
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The Club got the following
email from former PWCC
member Michael Kelly.
Want to respond to Mike?
<michaelskelly53@gmail.com>

Hi All,
Hope you are keeping
safe and well. Wishing you
all a Happy Thanksgiving.
Regards,
Michael Kelly
503 Orwell Park Way
Templeogue, Dublin 6W

From Expanding Visions 24
57th Street Subway Station
©2018 Michael Kelly

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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PDI Workshop
The Club’s (more or less)
monthly Projected Digital
Image workshop was held
on Thursday evening, the
18th of November. Ten Park
West members showed their
images, but many more were
in attendance to view the
pictures and make their
opinions heard.
Here are some of the
many images we discussed.
Some are shown as they
were presented by their
makers, while others have
minor changes as suggested
by the group.
Enjoy!

Jumping Masai
© Marlene Schonbrun

Moving Fog
© Natalie Manzino

Over the Hill
© Carlton Johnson

Morocco
© Tom Quackenbush
Continued on next page

December 2021
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Irish Field
© Michael Schleiff

Mask in Orange
© Julie Wosk

Juxtaposition of Old and New
© Janet Susin
Pears & Apple
© Carlton Johnson

Can 01
© Paul Grebanier

Continued on next page

December 2021
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Day Lily
© Chuck Pine

Submitted by Will Aimesbury

Recovering

Big Apple Circus
By the time you read this,
Flo will be at her Central
Park West apartment. She
welcomes calls and/or
cards. Please refer to the
Club’s membership list for
her mailing address and/or
her telephone number.

2018-2019 Print of the Year Runner-Up
Asleep on the Job
© Florence Forman

Park West member Florence
Forman had emergency
surgery for a heart attack in
mid-November and had
been recovering at her son’s
home on Long Island. We
spoke with her the day prior
to Thanksgiving and she was
feeling better each day—and
very thankful for this.

December 2021
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The Big Apple Circus will
continue its performances at
Lincoln Center through the
end of January. Come see
the only show in town
where the IMPOSSIBLE
becomes POSSIBLE every
night! The ticket prices start
at $25. For more details and
to purchase tickets, go to
<www.bigapplecircus.com>
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Member Portfolio
The Murals of Clay Center
by Christine Doyle
My husband Konrad and
I returned to Kansas last
September, our first visit
since the pandemic started in
January 2020. On the rather
long drive from Kansas City
to Clyde, Konrad’s home
town, we came across these
murals in the town of Clay
Center. We found out that
they are part of the Mural
Movement in the town.
This ongoing public art
project aims to beautify the
town with murals created by
local artists. For more information, visit their Facebook
and Instagram pages
<https://www.facebook.com/
A-Mural-Movement-of-ClayCenter-108662967620628/>

All Images
©2021 Christine Doyle

and <https://www.instagram.com/muralmovementcc/?hl=en>
We are looking forward
to seeing more on our next
visit!

December 2021
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Monthly Theme
The theme for December is
“Bottles.” How you interpret
this is up to you. Be creative.
Have fun. The deadline for this
month’s entries is Sunday
night, December 26th. All
submissions will be shown in
the January issue of Photo
Notes. Only one image will be
declared the winner.
Your submission (one per
member per month) should be
sized like our PWCC monthly
competition entries (1400 pixel
maximum width; 1050 pixel
maximum height; 72 ppi; and a
1MB maximum file size.
Send your image to us at
<pwccny@aol.com>

© Chuck Pine
If you’ve got any ideas for
future themes, send them to us
at the email in the left column.
The images we received for
the November theme, “Rain”
are shown below and on the
following pages…

In the Rain
© Chuck Pine

Raindrops and Sunbeams
© Larry Rubin

Rain Drop Pattern
© Janet Susin

December 2021

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Continued on next page
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Rainy Day at the Clark
© Alice Somma

Rainy Night on West End Avenue
© Helen Pine

Rain on Broadway
© Ann Broder

Walking My Water Buffalo
© Marlene Schonbrun

Rain on Argentino Lake
© Laura Toledo
Continued on next page

December 2021
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Magenta Downpour
© Paul Grebanier

Rain
© Gladys Hopkowitz

Ride’s Over…
© Elayne Dix
On the Boardwalk
© Natalie Manzino

Congratulations to all
the entrants! They are
all winners!

December 2021
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Somma Show
by Alice Somma
I wanted to share with the
Club that my photo, Looking
Out, (taken on the Orient
Point Ferry) was chosen by
the Long Island Arts Council
for their 41st Annual Juried
Photography Exhibit for this
year, 2021.
The exhibit was held at
the Freeport Memorial, LI
Library through November.
I was happy to be chosen for
a second year in a row to
have a photograph in this
exhibition.
This year’s juror, Jeff
Harris, is a professional
photographer from the
borough of Brooklyn.

Holiday Markets
The holiday season is close
to ending. So are the holiday
markets all around the City.
I know most have you were
good this year and did your
shopping early; but for those
of you who were naughty…
There are also only a few
weeks left to get out there
and photograph the hustle
and bustle and bright lights
of these markets.
Here’s where you can go:

The Winter Village at Bryant
Park, and its holiday spirit,
is continuing thru January
2nd with the ice-skating rink

December 2021
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and its holiday market with
over 170 shops, including a
bunch of new kiosks and
eateries for your shopping
and eating pleasure.

The Makers Show is a holiday market in Downtown
Brooklyn. It’s a curated
marketplace of local craftsmen, artisans, and entrepreneurs that runs through December 19th and then again
from December 20th—23rd.
Other possibilities include
Urbanspace Union Square
Holiday Market, Renegade
Craft Fair, FAD Market, and
many more photo ops.
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New Member Bio
by Joseph Zarba

Joe Zerba
My name is Joe Zarba and I
am a retired photography
teacher at the New York City
Department of Education. I
was introduced to this Club
by Alice Somma, a former
co-worker.
One thing I always told
my students was how lucky
they were to be starting out
in photography at such an
early age since I received my
first camera from my then
father-in-law when I was 26.
It was an AGFA 35mm without a light meter. I charted
every image I made for at
least the first year with ASA,
f-stop, shutter speed, time
of day, weather conditions,
lighting direction, etc.
I taught myself everything I knew from an article
I still have from the defunct
Modern Photography.
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My heart lies with photographing people and I do
this whether on the streets of
New York or in Sicily where
my roots are.
I used to use SLRs and
DSLRs until I retired and my
needs changed. I am totally
comfortable with my line of
Canon G series cameras. My
latest (though a few eras old)
is the G1X. I do not discount
the possibilities that exist
with today’s cell phones.
Every once in awhile I go
back to my Pentax K 1000
which, in its day, was always
referred to as, “best instructional camera ever made”
(Modern Photography, 1974).
Previously I belonged to
a camera club in Brooklyn
which I believe no longer
exists. It was very inspirational. I know Park West will
be as well.
If I had to pick a few of
the people who have had an
impact on me they would be
(in no particular order) the
incomparable Alfred Eisenstadt, Letizia Battaglia, Roy
De Carava, Gordon Parks,
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Tina Mondotti,
Vivian Maier,
Eugene
Richards, andDonna De Cesare.
By my participation with
the Club, I hope
to be a positive
contributor to
what you already do so beautifully and
to continue my never-ending
learning process.
I can be found on Instagram at joe_zarba; on Facebook at <www.facebook.com/
joezarba> and on Viewbug at
<www.viewbug.com/member/joezarba>

Welcome to Park West
Camera Club, Joe.
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Deal? Or No Deal?
This is a new monthly
feature in Photo Notes.
The image below is one
in a series of “vintage”
photos of Venice, Italy,
offered for sale on the site
<YourDailyPhotograph.com>
All of the known information is shown beneath the
image.
What do you think of it?
Play camera club judge for a
few minutes. What do you
like about the image? What
should be changed? Do you
have any other comments?
Finally, would you buy the
photo to hang on your wall
—in other words, deal? or no
deal?
Send your responses to
<pwccny@aol.com>

Event Finder
Looking for something to
do? A photo class or workshop? A yoga class? A social
event? In-person or on-line?
Then Eventbrite could be
what you’re looking for!
Eventbrite is a nationwide event management and
ticketing website. This all-inone service allows users to
browse, create, and promote
local events. Established
back in 2006, it has a long
track record.
You can set up the area
you want to search. For
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Title: Gondolas, Venice
Artist: Unknown
Date of image: 1930s, printed 1930s
Size: 8x10 inches (20x25 cm)
Format: silver gelatin
Price: $900

example, here’s an event I
came across when I was
writing this article in midNovember:
Uptown Night Market
Every 2nd Thursday of the month
12th Avenue and West 135th Street
4 PM to 10 PM

I signed up and now I get
weekly updates of events in
the Big Apple and especially
those having to do with my
favorite hobbies—including
photography.
Interested? Check out
EventBrite at their website
<www.eventbrite.com>

You can also set up any
areas of interest you might
have, like photography:
Mastering Street Photography
With Canon and Focus Camera
Tue, November 16, 2021
6 PM – 7:30 PM EST
Free online event!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Photo Shorts

this from the lab to a
commercial production
line, the signs are good
that it’s possible. Once
that’s done, we'll have
access to teenie-weenie
cameras that can actually
take a decent picture, too.
[submitted by Julie Wosk]

Sony Shortage
Sony has announced that it
will halt production of five
camera systems and an
accessory due to the global
semiconductor shortage. In

Kodak Hikes Film Prices

a notice at its web site, Sony
said it stopped accepting
all orders from back in
November for a7 II series
cameras, a6400 series and,
a6100 cameras (black models
only, apparently), PXW-Z190
professional 4K camcorder
and the ECM-B1M shotgun
microphone. The notice
suggests all orders taken
through November 19th will
be delivered, although they
may be delayed.
Historical Photography
All photos are historical, in
the sense that they capture
fragmented moments of
time. But the “Historical
Photographer of the Year”
contest features images of
the historic sites, landscapes,
and structures around the
world.
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This year’s overall
winner is Steve Liddiard
with his photograph of the
Whiteford Lighthouse, an
unusual cast-iron structure
built in 1865 off the coast
at Whiteford Point near
Whiteford Sands, on the
Gower Peninsula of Wales.

Ultra Small Camera
Scientific ingenuity means
cameras keep on getting
smaller and smaller, and the
latest to appear is not only
incredibly tiny—the same
size as a grain of salt—it’s
also able to produce images
of much better quality than
a lot of other ultra-compact
cameras. While there’s still
plenty of work to do to get
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Kodak has announced as
of January 2022 all of its film
prices will be increasing by
about 20%. The price rises
affect all professional and
consumer films, as well as
single-use cameras. Kodak
has experienced exceptional
supply issues in 2021 and
struggled to keep
up with market
demand. This is
partly due to a
huge increase in
interest in film
and has been
compounded by
the effect of the
Covid pandemic on supply
chains. Apart from Russia’s
Silberra and Lomography,
Kodak remains the only film
producer introducing new
color film to the market.
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Phunny Photos
There are plenty of photo
contests out there, but few
as fun and light-hearted as
the Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards. These images
also exhibit some great photographic techniques, aesthetics,
and content. Here are some of
the 2021 winners…
Overall Winner
Ouch
© Ken Jensen

Creatures on the Land Award
Ninja Prairie Dog
© Arthur Trevino

Creatures in the Air Award
I Guess Summer’s Over
© John Speirs

Want to enter this contest next
year? Entries will be accepted
starting in the Spring of 2022 at
<www.comedywildlifephoto.com>

December 2021
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Creatures Under the Sea Award
Time for School
© Chee Kee Teo
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Where to Go
Argentinian Adventure
With over 1,000,000 square
miles of terrain, including
snow-capped mountains,
crashing coastlines, grand
deserts, lush rainforests,
bustling city centers, and
rural countrysides, Argentina
is home to a huge variety of
offerings. When traveling
there, it can be daunting to
nail down where to go, what
to see, and what to shoot.
To help travelers enjoy
Argentina’s expansive array
of experiences, here are some
iconic Argentine photo ops
that shouldn’t be missed:

Salinas Grandes (Salt Flats)

Los Glaciares National Park
(Patagonia)
Buenos Aires

Valdés Peninsula
Iguazú Falls
While there, why not try
to hook up with Park West’s
treasurer, Laura Toledo, this
inter as she visit’s her native
country of Argentina?

December 2021
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Where to Go
Utah State Parks
With so many spectacular
national parks in Utah, its
state parks are often overlooked. Utah is one of the
most beautiful states in the
U.S. Remember to research
ahead of time if you will be
traveling during the era of
COVID-19. Not all visitor
centers may be open, and
typical gear rental options
may not be available.

Coral Pink Sand Dunes

Antelope Island

Dead Horse Point

Edge of the Cedars

Kodachrome Basin

December 2021
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Portrait Prize

Photographers that make it
through the first round are
then invited to submit printed
The Taylor Wessing Photocopies of their image for
graphic Portrait Prize honors
further consideration. Those
contemporary photographic
copies are hung in a gallery
portraits. There aren’t any
categories, though entrants are where the judges get together
in person to view the portraits
encouraged to submit a series
of portraits related by theme or and decide on the finalists and
winners.
content. The only limits are
The top prize is £15,000 and
“the photos must be portraits.
all the finalists are exhibited in
‘Portrait’ may be interpreted in
the National Portrait Gallery in
its widest sense, of photography
concerned with portraying people London (though it’s closed for
with an emphasis on their identity renovations this year).
as individuals.”
There are two rounds of
judging. The first is online with
digital copies of all the images.

December 2021
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Here are the top three
winners for 2021…
David Prichard took the top
prize for his series of portraits
on First Nation women who
had spent their lives working
on cattle stations in Northern
Australia.
French photographer PierreElie de Pibrac won second
prize for his series of largeformat portraits shot in Japan.
Katya Ilina, a Russian-born but
Toronto-based photographer,
took third place for her portrait
called David.
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Where in the World
These images were shot back
in 2016 prior to a cruise thru
and around Southeast Asia.
Can you guess in which city
these images were taken?
Please send your answers to
<pwccny@aol.com>

Last month’s images were shot in Copenhagen,
Denmark in 2009. Seven Park West members
sent in the correct answer— Helen Pine, Elsa

Blum, Paul Perkus, Mike Schleiff, Natalie
Manzino, Laura Toledo, and Janet Susin.
I guess this month was too easy!

Send Us Your Images
Photo Notes is looking for
Club members to submit a
half dozen or so of your
images from one particular
destination to include in
future Where in the World
columns.

December 2021
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All Images
©2016 Chuck Pine
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Using Your Camera

setting the camera’s metering
by Chuck Pine area to spot or center-weighted.
Just take your reading from the
subject, lock it in (see your
Make Your Subject Pop
manual if you don’t know how
to do this), recompose, and
Great photo subjects are all
click away.
around us. You don’t have
to go far to find interesting
people, flowers, wildlife, or
whatever. The real test is to
use your skills to create a
photo with genuine impact—
AKA pop. Here are three
things you can do—while
shooting—to make your
subject really stand out:

3. Use a Wide Angle Lens to
Exaggerate Perspective—A
wide angle lens makes everything in your photo appear
much smaller, so objects in
the distance seem much fur2. Use a Small Depth of Field
ther away than they really are.
to Blur the Background (or
Meanwhile, you can stand
Foreground)—You’ve seen
very close to a subject in the
plenty of photos where the
foreground and still fit it in the
subject is sharp and clear,
frame. As a result, your closebut the rest of the picture is
up subject will appear to tower
completely out of focus. To
over a background in which
achieve this, use a combination
everything else seems very
of a long lens and as wide an
small and distant. Although
aperture as you can (and still
the background will be mostly
keep the subject in focus). First,
in focus (the wide angle lens
1. Highlight a Brightly Lit
zoom in on the subject with
has great depth-of-field), they
Subject Against a Dark Backyour largest magnification.
will seem relatively small and
ground—If you’re shooting a
This will naturally reduce the
subject in full sunlight, with a depth of field. Then adjust the insignificant, making your
darker background, the subject aperture to its widest setting. A subject seem larger and more
dominant by comparison.
is always going to stand out.
wide aperture will reduce the
When your photograph has
depth of field even further. The
two very different levels of
closer you are to the subject the
light, the light meter in your
more pronounced the effect
camera can be confused. It may becomes. Using a macro lens
expose for the darker backor close-up equipment also
ground, causing your subject
does wonders for shallow
to be overexposed. The trick is depth-of-field.
to expose for the subject. This
is most easily accomplished by
All Images
© Chuck Pine
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Photo Shopping

There are three different types
by Chuck Pine of alternative tripod that may
interest you; they have their
pros and cons, compared with
Tripod Alternatives
a traditional tripod.
There are two trains of thought
about tripods in photography.
The first I call the American
Express philosophy—don’t
leave home without it (the tripod,
that is, not your AmEx card).
The second has no name, it just
says leave the three-legged beast
at home.
The first offering is the Gorilla
Of course there are times
Pod. The benefit of this style of
when you absolutely, have to
tripod, over a more traditional
use a tripod—for very long
tripod, is that it is better suited
shutter speeds, like when
to placing it on all sorts of
shooting the Milky Way, for
awkward surfaces. You can
example. And there are times
also wrap the legs around tree
when you really want to avoid branches, posts, railings, and
the heavy, plodding-along
the like. These are also small,
experience of using a tripod— lightweight, and much less
for example, when you’re
expensive than their larger
trekking through the woods or cousins.
scrambling up a steep cliff.

The final tripod alternative is
not actually a tripod, at all: it’s
a camera beanbag. They come
in different weights and sizes,
and you don’t have to fiddle
around screwing your camera
to the contraption. Just plonk
down the beanbag, mash your
camera down on top of it so
that you get it level (or not),
and then you’re ready to start
shooting. You can also put it on
top of your car, for instance,
and not have to worry about
scratching the paint.

Disclaimer
I do not, nor does anyone else
in the Club, make a profit
from the sales of these items.
Chuck

Chinese New Year

In order to have the most
stability when using a tripod it
has to be non-wobbly and
sturdy—and that means
heavy! And expensive.
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The next device is called a mini
tripod, tabletop tripod, pocket
pod, and a myriad of other
names. Bottom line—it’s small,
extremely lightweight, and fun
to play with. They come in
dozens of designs, made by a
lot of manufacturers. And,
prices start at under $10.
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The Annual Chinese Lunar
New Year Parade (the Year of
the Tiger) takes place in Chinatown. This is the most exciting
activity during the week-long
Lunar Festival featuring floats,
marching bands, dragon and
lion dances galore, musicians,
magicians, acrobats, and more.
Google for more info.
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Although it a long way off, it’s
never too early to start to plan
for the New England Camera
Club Council’s Photography
Conference. It’s probably the
largest event of its kind in the
northeast—and one you must
attend at least once in your life.
In the past the Club has
organized trips up to Amherst,
MA, the home to the site of the
confab—the UMass campus
(that’s the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, for those
of you not in the know).
In addition to all of the
action and activities at the
conference, there’s plenty to
see and shoot in the area—
waterfalls, butterflies, etc.

December 2021
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B & H Event Space
The B&H Photo Event
Space offers free virtual
workshops. Here are a
few of the upcoming
offerings:

Tue Dec 14
Photo Walk
Holiday Lights
Speaker: Ira
Block
Sun Dec 12
Photo Walk
Street Photography
Speaker: Esteban Toro

Thu Dec 16
Lighting
Speaker: Tony
Gale

Mon Dec 13
Beauty & Fashion
Speaker: Joe Edelman

Tue Dec 14
Golden Hour
Speaker: Calvin Anderson

Mon Dec 20
Stop Posing!
Speaker: Joe Edelman
For more information and additional
workshops go to <bhphotovideo.com>
and click on Event Space.

December 2021
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PSA Future Conferences

Details for both festivals
are in the works. Check into
The Photographic Society of
the PSA website for all the
America is being optimistic in latest breaking details.
its planning of future photo
<www.psa-photo.org> Click on
conferences. They will be live
Photo Festival and then scroll
and in-person—not virtual—at down to Future Conferences.
least if we conquer the Covid
pandemic by the conference
dates. (Don’t we wish?)
The PSA 2021 photo festival
was scheduled for October 6th
thru the 9th and was held in
Rapid City, South Dakota.
In addition to the meetings,
seminars, and the like, there
are many photo opportunities
in the area. These include:
Custer State Park (with its
herds of bison, prairie dogs,
and other wildlife); Badlands
National Park (with some of
the most other-worldly landscapes you can imagine);
Mount Rushmore National
Memorial (an amazing feat of
sculpture in a great setting);
and so much more.
The PSA 2022 photo festival
is scheduled for September
21st thru the 24th. It will be
held in Colorado Springs, CO.
In addition to the meetings,
seminars, and other activities,
there are many photo ops in
the area. These include: the
Garden of the Gods (with its
many colorful and varied rock
formations); Pikes Peak (with
its winding roads and great
views); Cheyenne Mountain
Zoo (a world-class zoological
park); and so much more.

December 2021
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Garrison Art Center
The Garrison Art Center, found
at 23 Garrison’s Landing, in
Garrison, NY has two exhibits
running concurrently through
January 9th.
In the Gillette Gallery, an
international juried exhibition,
PHOTOcentric, featuring 50
works selected by noted juror
Jill Enfield, will be on display.
(Jill has presented her work
and judged at Park West in
the past.) And in the Balter
Gallery, portrait photographs
by Annette Solakoglu titled
FACES | GRACES, celebrates
twelve elders who have made
significant contributions to the
Philipstown, NY community.

A Choice of Weapons
In a new HBO documentary,
Gordon Parks, the titan of
20th-century photography,
is celebrated by the many
artists he inspired.
“By and large, the segregation of 20th-century
America was documented in
black-and-white, storing our
collective memory in stoic,
colorless images of violence
and exclusion.

December 2021

From PHOTOcentric
Laughing Mermaids
© Andrea Swenson

“The late Gordon Parks,
however, a titan of 20thcentury photography, had
taken a decidedly different
approach. In 1956, as the
first Black photographer of
Life magazine, he traveled
in and around Mobile (in
Alabama), on assignment to
capture the realities of Jim
Crow. He chose to shoot in
color, aiming his lens at
both the more vibrant and
quotidian moments of Black
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American daily life: the
church picnic, the trip to the
ice cream shop, the hanging
of laundry out to dry.”—The
Guardian
A Choice of Weapons:
Inspired by Gordon Parks is
now available on HBO. A
two-minute trailer for the
show can be found on YouTube at <www.youtube.com/watch?v=QN2KlMbtdfw&feature=emb_imp_woyt>
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Colorado Photo Contest

December 2021
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Park West Camera Club meets
just about every Monday night
(with some exceptions for a
few holidays and a shortened
summer schedule).
Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, most Club activities
will be virtual using Zoom
software—until further notice.
Members will be emailed all
the information necessary to
log-in and participate. Guests
may request log-in details by
emailing the Park West CC at
<pwccny@gmail.com>
Check the Club’s Website
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on
meetings and other PWCC
activities.
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.
unless otherwise noted below.
You may log-on using the
Zoom software at 6:15 p.m.
Listed below are all PWCC
activities. Some Photo Ops
(offering opportunities to take
photos) and Photo Events (of
interest to photographers) are
also listed.

© Eli Atias
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Schedule of Activities

* Monday, December 13
Guest Speaker
Our guest speaker for this
evening will be Eli Atias. Eli is
an Israeli documentary and
travel photographer who has
led workshops all over the
world. He will be joining us
from his home in Ramat Gan,
a city in the Tel Aviv district.
For the past ten years Eli has
been working with the JDC
(the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, also
known as the Joint ), documenting Jewish settlements
where you don’t expect to find
them. Keeping with the long
distance theme for the night,
the curtain raiser for tonight is
a new member of Park West,
Californian Charles Levin,
coming to us from California.
This will be a Zoom meeting.
* Monday, December 20
Holiday Event
Guess what? Due to the Covid
restrictions and concerns, we
will not be having our usual
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catered holiday party at Chuck
and Helen’s beautiful 5th floor
apartment overlooking West
End Avenue. That’s what!
Instead, we’ll be meeting
downtown, at the Oculus, the
transportation hub and upscale
shopping mall, in the shadow
of the World Trade Center and
the Freedom Tower. Adding to
the ultra-modern architecture
and the dozens of shops, the
Holiday Market will be in full
swing. There are a plethora of
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eateries when you/we decide
to have a snack or dinner. How
do you get there? Subway is
your best bet. The following
lines stop right in the Oculus:
A, C, E, J, R, W, Z, #2, #3, #4,
and #5. Enough? We’ll meet on
the main floor of the Oculus at
4 p.m. Bring your camera, but
you should probably leave
your tripod at home (with all
the crowds). Photography is
permitted in the public areas
but not necessarily in the stores
—please ask first before you
shoot. Don’t forget to bring
your COVID mask.

send them to <sierraphotonyc2@gmail.com> (Don’t forget
that “2”)

* Monday, December 27
No Meeting
There will be no meeting
tonight—we’ll be on our welldeserved winter break. Enjoy
your holidays, everyone!

bustling energy of New York’s
Times Square. Anticipation
runs high. New Year’s Eve at
the symbolic center of New
York City has become more
than just a celebration—it’s a
global tradition. And you can
join in the fun by arriving early
to get your spot to shoot the
goings-on and the crowds.
There’ll be fireworks displays
around the City and beyond.
There are even special cruises
available so you can see it all.
Whatever you decide to do, for
your own safety, please follow
all COVID precautions.
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* Monday, December 27
Competition Entry Deadline

Saturday, January 1
Happy New Year!
Please note that PDI entries are
due by midnight tonight for
Enjoy sleeping late after last
January’s monthly competilight’s partying or get up early
Wednesday, December 22
tion. Send your entries to
to shoot the newly fallen snow
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
<pwcccompetition@yahoo.com> (hopefully). Your choice—just
The New York City Sierra Club If you want confirmation that
cherish the new year and do all
Photography Committee is
your images were received,
you can to stay safe, healthy,
holding its meeting tonight.
send a separate email to
and warm.
This will be one of their three
<hfklein@mindspring.com>
yearly members’ nights. Each
with the word “Confirm” in
* Monday, January 3
member will be able to show
the subject line.
Monthly Competition
up to eight of their natureTonight is the fourth competioriented images. To learn
Friday, December 31
tion of the new year. Who will
more about Sierra Photo, visit
Photo Op—New Year’s Eve
win the top honors? What will
<www.sierraphotonyc.com>
Every year as the clock nears
the judge say about your imTo get the Zoom link for this
midnight on December 31st,
ages? Will you agree? The only
meeting, send a request to
the eyes of the world turn once way to find out the answers to
<sierraphotonyc@gmail.com>
more to the dazzling lights and these probing questions is to
To submit images for tonight

December 2021
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© Arnie Kastenbaum
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enter and join in the Zoom
meeting. Rules of entry are
available from on the Club
website and from both the
Competition and/or the
Membership Committees. PDI
entries must be submitted by
midnight one week prior to
today: December 27th. Just a
reminder, you may enter up to
two PDIs. Tonight’s judge is
Arnold Kastenbaum. Arnie
began his love of photography
as a teenager and he soon had
exhibits at the City’s Floating
Foundation of Photography
and the Bronx Museum of the
Arts. “In my work, no attempt
is made to depict an object as it
naturally appears. The goal is
to create a new object that did
not exist before. The photograph itself becomes the object
without regard to the subject
matter.” Arnie is currently
teaching personal vision
classes at The State University
of New York in Purchase. This
will be a Zoom meeting.

Continuing Education. Lynn
graduated with a B.A. from
Duke University and an M.F.A.
from Pratt Institute. This is a
Zoom meeting. It starts at 6
p.m. To learn more about her,
visit Lynn’s website at
<www.lynnsaville.com> To
sign-up for the meeting go to
<www.pwponline.org> and
navigate to the event’s page.
There is a $10 fee for nonmembers of the organization.

Wednesday, January 5
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting
PWP (Professional Women
Photographers) is a group of
women photographers who
network and share images and
experiences. Tonight’s guest
presenter is Lynn Saville. Lynn
photographs cities at twilight
and dawn. Her pictures
capture scenes at what she
calls “the boundary times
between night and day.“ She is
an adjunct professor of photography at the NYU School of

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

* Friday, January 7
Image Deadline
Theme Night—Holidays
It’s time to share your images
on the theme of holidays. We
had the late fall/early winter
holiday season in mind—but
any holiday will do. These
could be shots from this year,

50

© Chris Murray

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

or ones dug up from your
archives—it’s your choice.
See page 5 of this issue of
Photo Notes for the rules on
submitting images. More
information on the Holidays
theme may be found on
page 23 of this issue of Photo
Notes. Please be sure to
email your pix to
<pwccny@gmail.com> so
that they arrive by 11:59

* Tuesday, January 18
PDI Workshop Deadline
The deadline for submitting
images for this Thursday’s PDI
p.m. tonight.
mountains, and streams of
workshop is tonight at 11 p.m.
* Monday, January 10
New York State. His work has
Members may submit up to 3
Theme Night—Holidays
appeared in several magazines
pix for a gentle critique and
including
Adirondack
Life,
On
Tonight is your chance to show
suggestions for improving.
Landscape,
Popular
Photography,
your fellow Club members
Please send your mages to
Life
in
the
Finger
Lakes,
and
New
your images on the topic of
<pwccny@gmail.com>
York
State
Conservationist,
and
holidays. See the January 7th
others. Chris leads photo
listing, above, for what to do.
* Thursday, January 20
workshops
independently
See page 5 of this issue of Photo
PDI Workshop
and
through
the
Adirondack
Notes for info on how to size
Only images from the first 10
Photography Institute. The
and label your images. This
members to send them in will
curtain raiser for tonight will
will be a Zoom meeting.
be reviewed at this workshop.
be PWCC life member Bill
Apple—award-winning author All Club members may join in
* Monday, January 17
to view and comment on the
for Photo Notes and former
Guest Speaker
images and demonstrations.
PWCC recording secretary.
Our guest speaker for tonight
Some images will be worked
This meeting will be held.
will be Chris Murray. Chris is a using the Zoom software (see
on with a variety of editing
professional photographic
software. The link to this
page 5 of this issue of Photo
artist, instructor, and writer
workshop will be sent to the
Notes for information on
living in Syracuse, NY. He
membership in the Club’s
Zooming).
shoots primarily the landweekly reminder. This will be a
scapes of the woods, lakes,
Zoom meeting.
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*
Thursday, January 24
Bookmaking Workshop

Tonight’s workshop is all
about making photo books.
The Workshop Committee,
under the leadership of Ed Lee,
is putting together an entertaining evening of education
and fun. The plan is to have
someone from the profession
discuss the possibilities as well
as demonstrate some of the
programs and techniques.
Then, some of our fellow Club * Friday, January 28
Image Deadline
members will tell and show us
Theme Night—Travel
what they have done in their
attempts at digital publishing. It’s been close to two full years
You won’t want to miss this
since many of us have traveled
anywhere (although some
members have braved the
pandemic restrictions and
gone away). So what better
way to fight cabin fever
than through vicariously
joining the travels of others?
You may submit up to 15
images of any adventure
you’ve undertaken away
from home (recently or not).
Let’s see where you went
and what you did when you
Zoom meeting!
got there. See page 5 of this
Wednesday, January 26
issue of Photo Notes for the
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra Club rules on submitting images.
Please keep your images to a
Photography Committee is
single trip, not a compilation of
holding its monthly meeting
destinations. More information
tonight. Tonight’s program
includes portfolios from three on the Travel theme may be
© Carlos Esguera
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of the committee’s members:
Sherry Felix, Carlos Esguerra,
and Louise Luger—all of
whom are excellent shooters.
This meeting is being held via
Zoom software. To learn
more about Sierra Photo, visit
<www.sierraphotonyc.com>
To request the Zoom link to
join the meeting, email
<sierraphotonyc@gmail.com>
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found on page 23 of this issue
of Photo Notes. Please be sure to
email your submissions to
<pwccny@gmail.com> so that

they arrive by 11:59 p.m.
* Monday, January 31
Theme Night—Travel
Tonight is your chance to show
your fellow Club members
your travel images. See the
January 28th listing for what to
do. See page 5 of this issue of
Photo Notes for info on how to
size and label your images.
This will be a Zoom meeting.

* Monday, January 31
Competition Entry Deadline
Please note that PDI entries
are due by midnight tonight
for next week’s monthly
competition. Send entries to
<pwcccompetition@yahoo.com>
If you want confirmation that
your images were received,
send a separate email to <hfklein@mindspring.com> with
the word “Confirm” in the
subject line.
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Directions to Soho Photo
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas and
West Broadway. Take the #1
train to the Franklin Street
station (one stop below Canal
Street). Walk one block north
on West Broadway to White
street, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery.
Take the A, C, or E train to the
Canal Street station. Walk
south on Church Street/Sixth

Landscape Photo Tips
B&W Minimalism magazine is
a photo mag that is devoted
to both black-and-white photography and to minimalistic
images. (What else could it be
with a title like that?) As an
approach in photography,
minimalism could be used by
photographers in all genres.
No matter if you’re a portrait,
architecture, or landscape
shooter, minimalistic photos
are always an option. As is
the lack of all colors in your
image.
To subscribe to this digital
only classic magazine, go to
<www.minimalismmag.com>

Avenue three blocks to White
Street, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery.
Although a longer walk, take
any other train to Canal Street,
walk west to Church Street,
and follow the directions
immediately above. On-street
parking is limited.

Panorama of the Month

December 2021

Waves of Light
©2016 Chuck Pine
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Take many shots of moving
water until you capture the
best combination of shutter
speed and depth-of-field. If
the water motion is too
slow, compensate by an
increase of the ISO setting;
if the water motion is too
fast, decrease the ISO.
Adjusting the ISO makes
sure that the exposure is left
in tact as well as the image’s
depth-of-field.

Don’t just rely on a single
capture to create an image.
Take two or three different
exposures and blend them
together later in Photoshop
by combining the best of
each file.
This can also be done by
using special HDR software
(high dynamic range) such
as HDRsoft’s Photomatix,
Skylum’s Aurora, Corel’s
Paintshop Pro, and others.
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