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Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing on the internet.
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Editorial

refers only to print files. It deWe, Park West Camera
scribes the number of ink
Club, and me in particular,
droplets in a horizontal or ver- made up PDI to reference,
Alphabet Soup
tical inch and, therefore, the
well, our projected digital imresolution of that print.
age competitions. It was back
First off, let me apologize for
These two terms are not in- in the day when the Club
the lateness of this issue of
terchangeable! They are, how- competed in film slides, digital
Photo Notes. I usually start
ever, misused all the time. To
slides (?), and prints. Film
work on the newsletter about
show your understanding of
slides and digital slides were
one week after the previous
your hobby/craft, learn when both projected. Prints could be
one has been put to bed, pubcreated either traditionally (in
lished, and distributed. Unfor- to use each term properly.
Not leaving well enough
the ”wet” darkroom) or digitunately, we were enjoying our
ten days in Cuba on the PWCC alone, our Club throws a mon- tally (using software).
key wrench into the situation.
We needed a term to disextended field trip. Not only
We use the acronym PDI (pro- tinguish the differences. Hence
wasn’t there enough time to
jected digital image). Don’t
the term PDI was born.
get to the computer, I was so
bother looking this one up.
Please, learn the difference,
immersed in the Cuban expeYou won’t find it—at least not and use them correctly, for all
rience that I couldn’t even
our sakes
think about Photo Notes (except in a photographic context.
in my dreams/nightmares).
Enough said about that!
Now, without excuses, to
Photo Notes
the topic of this educational
editorial.
Publisher:
Ed Lee
Photography, to most of us,
Editor:
Chuck Pine
is a hobby, a pastime, an art,
and an expression of our creCommittee:
Bill Apple, Elsa Blum, Madeleine
ativity. But, it is also a technolBarbara, Ann Broder, Meg Darnell, Ruth Formanek,
ogy, a science, and a craft. And,
Gladys Hopkowitz, Hedy Klein, Paul Perkus, Elena
like most crafts, it comes with
Pierpont, Helen Pine, and Judy Rosenblatt
a slew of terminology, abbreviations and acronyms; possibly
Contributors: Bill Apple, John Brengelman, Christine
more than most other hobbies.
Doyle, Julie Foehrenbach, Ruth Formanek, Paul Grebanier,
At last—what I want to
Myrna Harrision-Changar, Sal Maci, Natalie Manzino
write about!
Chuck Pine, Judy Rosenblatt, Rita Russo, and Alice Somma
There are two acronyms
that are more incorrectly interPhoto Notes is produced on a MacBook Pro
changed than any others. They
using iWork Pages and Adobe Photoshop.
are PPI (pixels per inch) and
DPI (dots per inch). PPI refers
All uncredited images are royalty-free clip art or otherwise
to digital files—the ones in a
believed to be in the public domain.
camera or the ones in your
Credited images remain the sole property of their
editing software (such as
copyright holders—all rights reserved.
Lightroom or Photoshop). DPI

Chuck
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Images of the Month
February 2017
by John Brengelman

PDI-of-the-Month
Very Dapper Gent by Hedy Klein

Honor PDIs
Boxer by Carole de Beer
Ferry Rider by Christine Doyle
Blue Laundry by Natalie Manzino
Subway Silhouettes by Janet Susin

© Hedy Klein

Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!

© Paul Grebanier

Print-of-the-Month
A Walk in the Park by Paul Grebanier

Honor Prints
Stacked Chairs 3 by Bill Apple
Time Out by Marvin Fink
Grand Central 1:17 PM by George Hansen
Stockbridge Fog by Natalie Manzino
Casting a Net on the Niger River by Larry Rubin
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Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thank-you
to our fabulous judge,
Ellen Denuto, for her critique of our images.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!
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Cumulative Point Totals
through February 2017
by John Brengelman

Prints
Dinorah Capota
Paul Grebanier
Natalie Manzino
Sarah Corbin
George Hansen
Paula Paterniti
John Brengelman
Hedy Klein
Elena Pierpont
Bill Apple
Alice Somma
Madeleine Barbara
Oggy Doytchinov
Sal Maci
Marvin Fink
Ed Lewit
Larry Rubin
Ann Broder
Anna Cortez
Jerry Vogel
Ruth Yashpan
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70
62
60
58
58
56
54
48
46
44
42
40
36
34
30
20
20
8
8
8
8
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PDIs
Natalie Manzino
Chuck Pine
Harriet Josephs
George Hansen
Larry Rubin
John Brengelman
Hedy Klein
Ed Lewit
Paula Paterniti
Carole de Beer
Christine Doyle
Paul Grebanier
Joan Slatkin
Bill Apple
Larry Sapadin
Janet Susin
Madeleine Barbara
Virginia Lawrence
Elena Pierpont
Julie Foehrenbach
Rita Russo
Marty Smith
Alice Somma
Jay Bitkower
Ann Broder
Dinorah Capota
Jerry Vogel
Susan Rauch
Michael Schleiff
Marilyn Fish-Glynn
Sal Maci
Dottie Mills
Niv Gidron
Anna Cortez
Rain Bengis
Peter Houts
Brenda Popowitz
Ruth Yashpan
Nicole Dosso
Karen Corrigan
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70
64
64
62
58
56
56
56
52
50
50
48
48
46
46
46
44
44
44
42
38
38
38
32
32
32
28
26
22
20
18
18
16
14
8
8
8
8
6
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Club Participation Nites

Every Month, more or less,
Park West has workshop
nights—one for prints, and
another for PDIs (projected
digital images). All Club members are welcome to attend.

This coming year there will be
four programs which require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities:

The next scheduled PDI
workshop will be held in May
at the home of Chuck and Helen Pine (680 West End Avenue
at 93rd Street, apartment 5D).
No reservations are needed.
You may start arriving at 6:30
p.m. so your images can be
loaded into the computer.
You may bring up to five
digital files for the group to
view and then gently critique.
Some images will then be chosen for demonstrations using
Photoshop or other digital
editing software.
These workshops are a
great way to improve your
photography and to prepare
your images for the next Club
competition.

February 2017

• February 27th—Theme Night
Tonight’s theme is Think Warm.
As we sit in our seats, shivering from the cold of the midwinter season (well, maybe not
• October 31st—Scary Things
in the gallery, but outside) let
Scavenger Hunt At the Sepour thoughts turn to the
tember business meeting, each warmth of summer. For this
Club member in attendance
assignment, search through
will be given a sheet of subjects your files for images which inand objects to photograph.
still the feeling of warmth. Or,
[Want to get started early? See if you’re up for it, why not take
page 10 now.] You will have
a journey southward to the
one month to hunt for and
lands of eternal summer?
shoot as many of the items on
the list as you can. Tonight we
will share our images to see
who captured the most. Halloween snacks will be available. Candy corn, anyone?

al Thi
re s
ad ev
y en
oc t h
cu a
rr s
ed
.

The next print workshop is
slated for Wednesday evening,
March 15th at 7 p.m. at the
Soho studio of Nancy Sirkus.
Register for this workshop
with the coordinator, Elsa
Blum, at 516-621-3215 or at
<elsablum1@gmail.com> You
will be given the address and
details of the workshop.
You may bring up to a
dozen prints to be viewed and
gently critiqued.

be sure to keep your presentation to under five minutes.

• March 13—Before and After
In this workshop we ask members to bring in a before and an
after shot of a single image.
The before shot may be the
• January 30th—Members Free- RAW file or a JPG file direct
from the camera. The after shot
For-All Tonight is the night
will be your final image with
when you can share with the
all your adjustments, changes,
rest of the Club any images
what-evers done in your edityour little (or big) heart deing software.
sires. Theme or no theme?
Your choice! Clip art included
* Also for your sharing pleaor competition rules? You desure, PWCC has slated three
cide! Color or black-andwhite? It’s up to you! Prints or Portfolio Review nights this
PDIs? Music or silent? Which- year. The scheduled dates are
ever you think is the most ap- November 14th, February 13th,
propriate for your images! Just and April 24th.

al Thi
re s
ad ev
y en
oc t h
cu a
rr s
ed
.
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Workshop Nights
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PWCC 2016-2017 Schedule
September
4
Chuck Pine Picnic
5
Labor Day
12
Welcome Back
19
Guest Speaker (Bill Wadman)
26
Business Meeting #1
October
3
Rosh Hashanah (no meeting)
10
Columbus Day/Weekend Trip
17
Competition #1 (Erica McDonald)
24
Guest Speaker (John Milisenda)
27
PDI Workshop
31
Scary Things Scavenger Hunt
& Halloween Party
November
7
Competition #2 (Jim Cummins)
14
Portfolio Night
15
Print Workshop
21
Guest Speaker (Rivka & Moshe Katvan)
28
Business Meeting #2
December
5
Competition #3 (Bill Wadman)
12
Guest Speaker (Lois Youmans)
15
PDI Workshop
19
Holiday Party
26
Winter Holiday
January
2
Winter Holiday
9
Competition #4 (Sandra Carrion)
11
Print Workshop
16
MLKing Day/(Ron Haviv)
23
Workshop (Katrin Eismann?)
30
Members Free-4-All

March
6
Before & After
13
Competition #6 (Jean Miele)
20
Guest Speaker (Tequila Minsky)
27
Business Meeting #3
April
3
10
17
24

Competition #7
Passover (no meeting)
Guest Speaker
Portfolio Night (or
Competition Make-up)

May
1
8
15
22
29

Competition #8
Gallery Reception
Guest Speaker
Business Meeting #4
Memorial Day

June
5
12
21

Year-End Competition
Otto Litzel Dinner
ExCom Planning Meeting

Field trips, classes, additional workshops,
and the 2017 summer schedule will be published as the information becomes available.

February
6
Competition #5 (Ellen Denuto)
13
Portfolio Night
20
Guest Speaker (Erica McDonald)
27
Theme Night—Think Warm

February 2017

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

7

CLUB

Competition Rotation

Committee Liaisons

Photo Notes Deadlines

The members of the Club, at
the May business meeting,
voted to change one of the
rules regarding our monthly
competition. We will go back
to alternating the order of the
prints and PDIs in our eight
monthly competitions beginning in October 2016. Here’s
the schedule:

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Issue

Deadline

March 2017

March 6

April 2017

April 3

May 2017

May 1

Summer 2017

June 5

Month

First Shown

March
April
May

Prints
PDIs
Prints

Creative Tip
Don’t be stingy on space!
When you take a shot,
especially now with digital
cameras with double-digit
megapixel counts, try to
leave a little extra space
around your image. This
technique achieves two important things:
• It permits you to tell a
better story by including
some of the environment;
• It gives you room to do
some cropping so you end
up with the image you really want (and not one
dictated by your camera
format.
Give it a shot. Either
way, you’ll end up with
much better images.

February 2017

Archives Maria Fernandez
Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee
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The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Competition scores and cumulative points are submitted as
soon after the competitions as
possible, usually one to three
days following the submission
deadline. The draft copy of
Photo Notes will be sent to the
editorial staff as soon as possible once all items are in place.
The staff will then have two to
three days to edit and return
their comments.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the entire membership and the guest
mailing list. The Website
Committee also receives a copy
to be posted online.
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

February 2017

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Eight
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Photography Paradise
by Julie Foehrenbach
Our trip to Cuba with PWCC
was the first time my husband, Will, and I had ever
traveled with a group, so we
weren’t sure what to expect.
It turned out that the biggest
“plus,” was probably also
the biggest “minus.” The
pace was really fast! The
tour experience left little
room for serious downtime—the aimless wandering of side streets, lengthy
people-watching sessions
while seated at an outdoor
cafe, the occasional afternoon siesta—that has always
been essential to our selfguided tours. At the same
time, we never would have
been exposed to the rich historical, cultural, and political
realities of Cuba had we not
gone with the group. We also
saw so many places we never would have found on our
own. And, our wonderfully
knowledgeable and fun
guides made sure we got the
most out of every single experience.
Friends have been asking
me, “What was the highlight

February 2017

of your trip?” It’s too hard to
pick just one, but the photo
shoot with professional ballerinas in a magnificent, aging mansion in the heart of
Havana, was definitely one
of them. The tour also took
us to photograph AfricanCaribbean dancers and
young students at a boxing
school for boys.

In so many ways, Cuba
reflects the reality of its politics. For example, the Hilton
Hotel in Havana, where we
stayed, hasn’t been seriously
updated since the 1959 revolution. (It’s now the Hotel
Habana Libre.) The equalization of wages under Communism means that our
guides—one a medical doctor and the other an engineer—work as tour guides to
earn extra money because
professionals aren’t paid relative to their education and
training. Symbols of the revolution—e.g., building-size
images of Che and Fidel—
are everywhere. But the

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

younger
generation of
Cubans
are eagerly asking,
“What’s
next?”
I found
Cuba to
be a photographer’s paradise. Besides Havana, with its famous 1950s American cars
cruising beside horse-drawn
carts and buggies and its
seaside “Malecon,” we visited Viñales in the heart of the
tobacco-growing region.
There we saw lush fields,
picturesque barns full of tobacco leaves, and demonstrations of the hand-rolling
techniques that have made
Cuban cigars world-famous.
From Viñales, we drove
east to Trinidad on the south
shore, a UNESCO world heritage site, with some beautiful colonial buildings around
a typical Spanish central
plaza, and some very—make
that very, very—rough,
though extremely photogenic, cobblestone streets.
We had a fun group of a
dozen photo enthusiasts
who had a great time capturing the vibrant colors and
friendly faces of Cuba. I can’t
wait to go back.

All images © Julie Foehrenbach
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PWCC Website-Update
by Christine Doyle
●
Park West Camera Club has
a website that is interactive
and very user-friendly.
By creating an account
and signing on to the website, members will be able to
create and update their own
personal galleries and share
their work. (BTW, you can
create multiple galleries if
you like.)
The gallery template
comes with privacy settings
that you control.
We encourage members to
take advantage of this feature and to make their galleries Public so that visitors to the website can see
the great work that our
members are doing, in addition to the monthly competition winners and honors images.
All members are encouraged to join the website. The
website contains links to
videos on a variety of topics
that will help guide you
through many of these processes. Here are some detailed instructions on how to
get started:
To Create Your Account:
● Enter into your browser
the following address:
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org/default.aspx>
● On the home page, press
the Login button in the

February 2017

●

●

●

●

●

upper right hand corner
(below the PWCC logo).
On the login page, scroll
down to the bottom. You
will see a box marked
Membership Information
and Membership Request.
Press the Membership Information button.
On the next page, press
the Create a new User Account and Request Membership button.
Scroll down to the box
marked Login Name. Enter your email address as
your login name. Press
Next.
On the next page you
will be asked to create a
password and reminder
question for that password. Please do so.
On the next page you
will be asked for some
personal information.
You only need to fill in
the lines where required is
indicated.
A request will be sent to
the webmaster to approve your request. The
webmaster will approve
the request and a message will be sent back to
you that you can access
the website as a member.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

To Upload Images to Your
Image Library:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Image Library.
● Scroll down and press the
Upload Images button.
● Scroll down and press the
Select button. This will
open your hard drive.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added at the same time
by pressing multiple
files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading your images.
● After your images are uploaded press Save Images
and Proceed to Edit Page
button.
● At the Edit Page you can
make changes to your
image titles. When done,
press Save any changes and
return to the original page.
You can now go to your
Gallery and upload your
images.
To Create a Member Gallery:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Galleries.
● Scroll down to Member’s
Galleries and press the
Add New Gallery button
(on the right).
● An online form will
open. Here you can customize your gallery, by

13
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•

adding a Title or Description, or adjusting additional settings, such as—
✦ Gallery Visibility
(Private, Organization
Access or Public)
✦ Transition (set how
the images will move)
✦ Options on what to
display (Image Title,
Author, Captions,
Thumbnails, etc.)
● Press the Update Gallery
Options button to save
your settings and preferences. You can now add
images to your gallery.
● The website has a section
for images taken during
PWCC field trips (PWCC
Club Outings). Galleries
for field trip images are
created in the same way
as member galleries.
To Add Images to Your
Gallery:
● After you log in or after
uploading images to
your Image Library, open
the gallery where you
want to display them.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), then at the next
page press either Display
Recent Uploads or Display
All Images (depending on
how recently the images
were uploaded).
● When you end selecting
images for your gallery,
press the Finished Marking Desired Images button.
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● This will take you to your
gallery page, where you
can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When finished reordering, press
the Save updates to image
order button.
Here is an alternative way to
add images to your gallery:
● After you log in, open the
gallery you want to upload images to.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), at the next page,
press the Upload Images
Into This Gallery button.
● Scroll down and press
the Select button (bottom
left). Your hard drive library will open.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added by selecting multiple files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading the images.
● After your images are
uploaded press the Save
Images and Proceed to Edit
Page button.
● At the Edit New Images in
Gallery page, you can review and edit the image
titles. When done, press
the Save any changes and
return to original page button.
● This will take you to your
gallery page where you

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When
done, press Save updates
to image order button.

Lack of Sharpness
Sharpness is the goal of 99
and 44/100ths percent of all
the images we take (with due
respect to Ivory Soap®). That
remaining less than 1% of our
images are intentionally shot
seeking to eliminate sharpness. However, there are
many images which aim for
sharpness but miss the mark.
These misses are usually
due to three possible factors:
• Movement of the subject
and/or the camera—this
can be eliminated by shooting at a fast enough shutter
speed, by using a solid
camera platform like a tripod, and several other
techniques;
• Inferior Optics—let’s face
it, some lenses are just bad,
especially ones made by
manufacturers you’ve never
heard of and can’t pronounce (avoidance is the
best solution, here); and
• Air—the more air there is
between you and your subject, the more water droplets, dust particles, and other haze producing stuff. If
possible, get closer!
To paraphrase an old saying, Caveat Photografur!
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Women’s March NYC
by Christine Doyle
Natalie Manzino
Alice Somma
On Saturday, January 22nd,
current (and former) PWCC
members and their friends
put on their walking shoes
and joined the Women’s
March NYC. The event, in
support of civil rights for all,
regardless of gender, race,
sexual orientation, ethnicity,
disability, religion, or creed,
was one of hundreds of sister
marches to the Women’s

© Christine Doyle

© Natalie Manzino

© Christine Doyle

© Alice Somma

© Natalie Manzino
March in Washington, D.C. It drew
approximately
400,000 men,
women, and children. PWCC members who attended
took full advantage
of the event. Here
are a few of our
images.

February 2017

Can you identify the four current and three
former PWCC members in this photo?

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

© Natalie Manzino
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Depth of Field
By Bill Apple
Down for the Count
“Two’s company, three’s a
crowd,” or so they claim. But
really big crowds?
How many turned up, say,
on the National Mall last
month for Donald Trump’s inauguration? That was a crowd,
and that is/was the question.
Dueling head counts preoccupied the president and the
press for the better part of
Trump’s first week in office.
The made-for-TV contretemps
seemed unending, sparked by
a side-by-side comparison of
inauguration photos shot eight
years apart, both from atop the
Washington Monument.
Reuters had commissioned
the January 20th photo, then
paired it with a second Reuters
image of the 2009 Obama inauguration. (Different photographers, but both pictures shot
roughly the same time of day,
just past noon, and nearly at
the same angle.)
The photog behind this
year’s photo, Lucas Jackson,
deserves a medal. He had to
hoof it up to the top, 897 stairs.
Yes, he counted. And yes, the
Washington Monument’s famously temperamental elevators were out of order. It stands
555 feet tall.
And the winning president
is… I dunno! Does it matter?
Really?
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Mall Folderol
Reuters’ photos, from atop the Washington
Monument, contrasted attendance at Trump’s inauguration last
month (left) with that of Obama’s, in 2009. President Trump and
the press alike seemed obsessed comparing the crowds’ size as a
gauge of presidential popularity.
Indeed it looks like Obama
netted a bigger crowd (see
photos, above; note the tarps—
devoid of people—in Trump’s
photo). Then, again, Obama’s
inauguration enjoyed better
weather. For Trump, it started
raining shortly after he took
his oath.
Nothing, however, could
quench the Mine-Was-BiggerThan-Yours meme. Crowd estimates furnished a new flashpoint for a new president, who
insisted he’d been shorted on
his count. Whatever.
The Obama vs. Trump
comparison did highlight one
thing: how hairy it can get to
count heads, or anything for
that matter. Once the items being counted get too small, too
numerous, or too concentrated
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(or scattered), science—often
photography—will be called
upon to help.
Accurate blood counts, for
instance, must track more than
a half-dozen kinds of teeny
cells, some wriggling, in
droplets of liquid. Once, technicians would hunch over microscopes, counting by eye and
hand, from glass slides divided
by grid overlays (grids help
simplify the task, divide-andconquer-style). Techs wielded
clickers like those used by museum guards counting visitors.
Nowadays labs rely instead
on computerized scanning—
essentially using photographic
methods—to identify blood
cells by appearance and other
characteristics, for faster, more
reliable blood counts.
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But what of the counting of
crowds, big outdoor crowds?
If you cannot corral and
monitor peoples’ comings and
goings—through a turnstile,
perhaps, or ticket taker—you’ll
likely turn to pictures: aerial
photography and photo analysts experienced in sizing up
groups. Digital Design & Imaging Service, of Falls Church,
VA, knows exactly how.
The company did not have
permission to help count up
the inauguration—it uses
weather-type balloons, a possible security concern. The firm
did have a hand a day later in
providing attendance estimates
for the Women’s March on
Washington, January 21st.
Besides reckoning crowds,
Digital Design typically works
with municipalities, architects,
builders, city planners, utilities, traffic engineers, marketers, advertisers, and others—even NASA—all of whom
depend on a bird’s eye view to
know what’s there, what’s
where, and what’s changing in
a particular landscape.
For the Women’s March,
Digital sent up its tethered,
unmanned minivan-sized balloon to varying heights between 500 and 770 feet above
heads. The “heavy lifting,”
however, was done by the
three Canon EOS 6D cameras
aboard, each bearing a 50mm
lens, taking overlapping shots
for later assembling and analysis. The best images—easiest to

February 2017

Women Marching Digital Design & Imaging Service
<www.airphotoslive.com”, of Falls Church, VA, used three
cameras on an overhead balloon to count heads at the Women’s
March in Washington, January 21st. Analysts stitched overlapping
photos to track the entire expanse and enumerate, area by area,
people filling it. They used Photoshop, dotting individual heads
in color, to derive estimates for each section. It took 70 hours’
poring over 2,100 photos (see text).
count—are taken directly
overhead, not at an angle,
which can block or obscure individuals.
(The Canon 6D is a 20megapixel DSLR, introduced
in late 2012. Why the company
hasn’t since opted for a higherresolution model—50 or more
megapixels, say—is a puzzle.
Perhaps it’s cost, weight, image stabilization, battery life,
or some other factor. The official I emailed at Digital Design
was on deadline for another
project and could not respond.)
In the end, the company
collected about 2,100 photos
from its balloon, supplemented
by commercial satellite images.
Here’s how one staffer described the counting procedure
to a Wall Street Journal reporter: “I’ll dot each person’s
head with a paintbrush in Pho-
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toshop. I’ll count 500 or 1,000
people in an area I know and
verify it. You end up with a
cloud of all these people.”
Simple and basic, if tedious.
After that, the staffer
added, they’d group areas of
similar crowd density—people
per square foot—to project a
total head count, section by
section, for the event (see photo, above).
In all, the Journal reported,
counting attendees at the
Women’s March demanded “a
combined 70 hours poring
over images.” The final tally:
440,000 people, give or take
50,000. Painstaking work.
No doubt drones might
help, but raise their own security (and safety) concerns, and
are forbidden to fly in many
places. Drones may also be
more difficult to operate and
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control compared with a tethered balloon. (Digital, of
course, had to obtain legal
permission to send up its observation balloon. There’s insurance, liability bonds,
lawyers, and other good stuff
involved, to be sure.)
Weather can be a factor
muddying a count (but not in
this case): wind might blow a
balloon willy-nilly, which
makes it all but impossible to
obtain a usable series of comparison images. Fog or haze
might also stymie counting.
Conceivably, thermal measurements (heat “signatures”)
might help those counting,
since every human body radiates a known quantity of heat.
Translating such measurements into a numerical count,
however, could prove difficult,
given clothing, weather and
other complications.
But enough of this. Let me
get back to counting what really counts: calories. Which in
some ways are even harder to
count than an outdoor crowd
of several hundred thousand.
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Exposure Modes
Modern cameras have lots of
modes of operation (simply
Modes) for you to choose. Exposure modes and focusing
modes are two of the basic
ones. Let’s now discuss the different exposure modes.
Most digital camera have
five exposure modes. All of
them have to do with choosing
the parameters of your exposure (aperture/f-stop, shutter
speed, ISO/sensitivity) they go
about it in different ways.
The five common exposure
modes are: Automatic, Program, Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority, and Manual. Short
descriptions of each follow:
Automatic really doesn’t
need much of an introduction.
It allows your camera to set all
of your camera options “automatically” to produce the exposure that it thinks is correct.
It doesn’t allow you to set the
shutter speed, aperture, ISO, or
even the flash.
Program is for beginners to
start to understand their cameras. Program mode is similar
to automatic in the way that it
allows the camera to make the
decision on which settings to
use to correct the exposure.
However, once the settings are
selected, you can change them
to suit your need.
Aperture priority enables
you set the f-stop while the
shutter speed is automatically
set for you to give the correct
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exposure. This mode is useful
when you want to achieve a
certain depth-of-field.
Shutter priority is similar
to aperture priority. This time,
though, you set the shutter
speed, and the rest is done for
you. This mode is useful when
you want to tell the camera
that you only want to shoot
photos at a certain speed to
freeze or blur motion.
Manual mode gives you
the most control over your exposures. While in manual
mode, you are able to change
all of the settings as you see fit.
Aperture, ISO, and shutter
speed settings can all be
changed independently to create the exact image that you
are looking for. Learning to
shoot in manual mode will
help you understand photography in greater detail and will
allow you to produce good,
consistent shots each and
every time you press the shutter release button.
Scene modes can be found
in many cameras, especially
point-and-shoots and entry
level DSLRs. These modes set
the camera to shoot in certain
pre-determined situations such
as close-up scenes, landscape
scenes, nighttime scenes, and
many others. The scene modes
remove most decision making
from you, the photographer.
All exposure modes are
useful. Find the one that fits a
specific shooting situation to
make the best possible images.
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Gallery Watching
by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt
Perpetual Revolution: The Image
and Social Change; International
Center of Photography, 250
Bowery; to May 7th
by Ruth
First a bit of history: Social
documentary photography has
its roots in the 19th Century
(Jacob Riis, Lewis Hine, et al)
but continued to develop during the New Deal, through the
photographic practice of the
Farm Security Administration
(FSA). The FSA hired photographers and writers to report
and document the plight of
poor farmers. Depression-era
photographers included Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, and
Gordon Parks who documented farmers whose livelihoods
were threatened.
Many years later, ICP was
founded as an institution to
keep the legacy of "Concerned
Photography" alive. After the
untimely deaths of his brother
Robert Capa and some of his
colleagues, Cornell Capa saw
the need to keep their humanitarian documentary work in
the public eye. In 1966 he
founded the International
Fund for Concerned Photography. By 1974 the Fund needed
a home, and the International
Center of Photography was
created and settled in a building on 94th Street and Fifth
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Avenue. ICP later moved to
43rd Street and 6th Avenue,
and now is inconveniently located on the Bowery.
During a previous visit to
the first show of ICP’s new
home, I found the exhibits uninteresting and confusing. But
some of the new exhibits, in
galleries on both floors, affected me intensely. Perpetual Revolution: The Image and Social
Change presents six critical issues transformed by visual culture: BlackLivesMatter, gender
fluidity, climate change, terrorist propaganda, the right-wing
fringe and the 2016 election,
and the refugee crisis.
ICP’s emphasis on concerned photography needs to
be renamed ‘concerned media,’
as it has shifted to include
journalism, video, and mixed
media. It aims to bring to the
fore the horrible consequences
of anti-humanitarian policies,
like ignoring the needs of immigrants and refugees, as well
as prevailing cavalier attitudes
towards racial discrimination
and global warming.
What is most interesting to
me, aside from the mixture of
media instead of the usual

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

photography-only galleries, is the grouping of
elements according to
their social/political content. The exhibits clearly
preach to the converted
(it’s most unlikely Trump
supporters will visit here!)
and many evoke fears.
Among the strongest elements
on display are the heart-breaking large photographs of middle-eastern refugees, parents
and children alighting from
small and fragile boats on
Greek island shores. I felt that

my fate could have been similar to theirs; when I was a
refugee from Germany almost
80 years ago, I was lucky to
gain sanctuary in the US.
Not all is clear and successful in this show, however. For
example, images are projected
onto a large table filled with
powdered limestone. They stay
on only briefly and are in soft
focus and thus, confusing. The
videos are more successful: A
huge time-lapse video of the
calving of a glacier evokes
nightmarish feelings: Is this the
end of the Arctic, the rising of
the oceans world-wide?
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session. Also included here are
a series of images by Robert
Capa and Ruth Gruber of
World War ll refugees, to give
historical context.
The rest of the exhibit was
down in the basement, accessed by the freezing cold elevator. Here things felt more
dense, with many more small
Many of the artists’ works
monitors lined up on the walls.
seem to employ both advertisWe decided not to explore the
ing and propaganda techsection on gender fluidity,
niques. This is unusual espewhich presented many offercially when one compares
ings by members of that comthem to depictions of peomunity, for the sake of time,
ple, landscapes, or abstracts
but to press on to Black
in other photography galLives (Have Always) Matleries.
tered. Here again is a mix of
One important issue is
photos from ICP’s collecthe direction that photo extion, giving historical conhibits may take in the futext, along with digital imture. What does the substiagery. Two large, side-bytution of mixed media for
side video screens give a
photography presage? Anvisual pastiche of past and
other issue is the old debate in comfortably spaced smaller
present civil rights marches
the art world: ‘Pure’ or neutral screenings, including a moving and speeches. The photoart vs. art with a social funcshort piece by rapper Prince
graphs, many of great interest,
tion. Is art, including photogEa, complete the exhibit segare unfortunately crammed
raphy, designed to show us the ment. Here also are scenes of
together on one wall.
artist’s view of his/her world, an Inuit on a sled pulled by a
or is art to help us strive for a
team of French poodles. He
better world? Or both?
glides through Paris to softly
Our recommendation: Go
proclaim that what’s happensee this exhibit!
ing in the Arctic can happen
here: “The world has a mortal
by Judy
fever.”
In retrospect, I realize that this
The section on refugees also
show had more of an impact
has moving documentation,
on me than I felt it did at the
such as a series of shots by
time. Perhaps that’s partly be- Thair Orfali, a Syrian refugee
cause it takes a certain effort to who photographed his torturfind your way in such an inous journey to Germany with
formation-packed environhis cell phone—his only pos-
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ment: being faced
with rows of monitors and earphones is
different from being
faced with rows of
photographs you can
spend time with on
your own terms. The
first two sections,
though, on climate
and refugees, felt manageable
enough. A large time lapse
video by James Balog showing
the disintegration of a glacier
dominates the space, while
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The last two segments are
jolting: a roomful of small
monitors with videos produced by ISIS for recruiting
purposes and, as a grand finale, a slide show of three
large screens showing images
and text culled from alt-right
social media during the presidential campaign. The ISIS

I join with Ruth in recommending this show, both for its Mahabodhi Tree in Bodh Gaya,
India
content and what it portends
for the evolution of photography. The presentation of mixed
media does require time to fully explore—maybe two visits,
or a long day with a coffee
break in the ICP lobby.

Sacred Beauty

video display is conceived
more as a “study center” than
an exhibit, but a small sampling is enough to give a chilling idea of how young men
spew out appealing messages
and ISIS is shown in a benevolent light. The anti-Semitism,
demonization of Hillary Clinton and other establishment
figures (including Paul Ryan!)
and other hateful messages in
the alt-right pastiche are more
than disturbing. None of this
stuff came my way during the
campaign, and I wondered if
it served more to bolster the
views of those who sought it
out than to change anyone’s
mind. How much images
shape, as well as reflect, our
history can make for a lively
debate.
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There are many places around
the world which are regarded
as sacred sites by religions,
tribes, sects, and movements.
Fortunately, many of them are
also quite beautiful and photogenic. Here are a few you
might consider aiming your
lens towards:

St. Michael's Tower in
Glastonbury Tor, England
Crater Lake in Oregon

Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem, West Bank

Sanctuary of Apollo, Mount
Parnassus, Greece

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National
Park in Australia
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Lake Atitlán in Guatemala
Vortexes near Sedona, Arizona
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PhotoWordJumble
by Sal Maci
Unscramble these four scrambled words, one letter to each
square, to form words pertaining to photography.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer suggested
by the clue.

Last month’s answers: moUNt; TRipod; BrackeT; (joel) emUlsiOn
Surprise answer: BURNT-OUT

Space Filling Panorama

February 2017

Sumac Panorama ©2011 Chuck Pine
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Altered Reality, Part 7

Photo Cartoon-of-the-Month

We live in a three-dimensional
world. Or do we? We all know
about length, width, and
height from our 7th grade
math classes. Don’t we? But
there is a fourth dimension, as
well. It is time. (Just ask Albert
Einstein or Stephen Hawking.)
Although photography is
only two-dimensional (length
and width), we often try to get
that third dimension, height or
depth, into our images by use
of some technique or other
(choice of lens, depth-of-field
selection, etc.). Time, too,
sneaks into all of our images,
whether we plan on it or not.
Most photographs are a
glimpse of one finite moment
in time. A moment frozen in
time. Some images, though,
whether intentional or not,
capture more than a single
slice of time. They cover several seconds, minutes, hours, or
even longer.
Of course, the key to altering time in a photo is the use of
an appropriate shutter speed.
Fast/short shutter speeds to
freeze time and motion or
slow/long shutter speeds to
blur time and motion.
Human vision is an incredible thing. It far exceeds a camera in many regards. But the
eye cannot see what occurs in
microseconds or extended periods of time like the camera
can capture.
Thus, altered reality!
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A Few Images frozen in
time and stretched out
over time.
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PhotoShopping
by Chuck Pine
Look sharp,… Be sharp!
How many of you remember
these words from the 1950’s
Gillette razor commercials?
Come on, raise your hands.
And, what does this have to do
with Photoshop? Just about
everything!
Think about it. What are
the two most common comments judges make about our
images? Either that they are
not sharp enough, or that they
have been over sharpened.
That’s what!
The use of some sharpening
technique is a must when processing your images—whether
they were shot as JPEGs or as
RAW files. If you process them,
even a little bit, you must
sharpen them.
This does not apply if you
shoot in JPEG and then show
your images as is. Your camera
sharpens the images as part of
producing the JPEG. However,
you must set the amount of sharpening in camera or you can get
the same results as if you had missharpened them yourself. Read on.
The most common sharpening method in Photoshop is the
Unsharp Mask. It works by
highlighting edges with a thin
line of contrasting brightness.
It has not made the picture
sharper, it only appears sharper. There is another benefit
from applying an unsharp
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mask. It adds a sparkling quality to the image which is often
very pleasant.
However, it is all too easy
to over-sharpen digital images.
This can add grainy texture to
smoothly uniform tones like
sky or skin and bright unsightly halos can appear along dark
edges. Caution is indicated.
Images intended for projection have far fewer pixels than
printed images and they are
enlarged significantly when
projected. Thus, bright halos
along edges become visible
and very unsightly.
The following Unsharp
Mask settings for projected
digital images (PDIs), to prevent the formation of unsightly
halos, are recommended:

Do not use these settings
blindly. Inspect the result carefully. Your judgment when inspecting the preview shown in
The Unsharp Mask dialog box
at 100% magnification is by far
the best means of determining
when too much sharpening
has been applied. If any negative effects appear, reduce the
Amount setting.

Amount: 100% to 250% but inspect the image for halos
Radius: 0.4 pixels—never
more;
Threshold: 0
Finca Vigia de Hemingway
©2017 Chuck Pine
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Photo Shopping

go. There are other models,
by Chuck Pine as well. Some have built-in
WiFi that can work with
similarly equipped cameras
I just returned from ten glorito store your images as you
ous days in Cuba. This was a
shoot. (Way too much tech
photo field trip I organized
for my humble needs.)
and was leading for the Park
West Camera Club. Due to restrictions on weight and my
physical inability to schlep
around a lot of heavy equipment, there are a few pieces of
gear that I wish I had brought
along on this journey.
The first item, the Nexto Di
ND2901, is a portable memory
card backup storage device. It
would replace my laptop computer, a portable hard drive,
power supplies, cords, and the
like—items which I did lug
around. The ND2901 comes
with one terabyte of memory
and costs $450. (Smaller capacities are available and cost
less.) It copies files from CompactFlash, SD, SDHC, and
SDXC formatted memory
cards. Simply insert the memory card into the slot and begin
transferring files. There is a
1.44” LCD display that lets you
see your photos once they are
uploaded. You can upload
nearly any type of photo as the
ND2901 comes compatible
with JPEG, Canon Raw, Nikon
Raw, Olympus, Panasonic, and
Sony photo file formats. The
device offers a battery life of
up to 90 minutes for added
peace of mind as you can
transfer your files while on the
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pounds of gear (much more
than I will ever carry), weighs
in at under a pound-and-ahalf, and sells for only $99.
Do you have any devices that
you use, or wish you had, to
make your photography easier,
lighter, less painful, whatever?
If you do, drop me an e-mail or
speak to me at a meeting. I’d
love to share ideas.

The next item, the Platypod
Pro Max Camera Support, is a
wide, stable, and ultra lowprofile platform that allows
you to set up a large tripod
head, camera, and lens on both
horizontal and vertical surfaces. Its compact size (5.3” x
7.8” x 1/4” thick) would replace my long, bulky, heavy
tripod. The Platypod comes
with interchangeable rubber
feet, spiked feet, belts for attaching to surfaces (like a tree
or telephone pole), and holes
so the Platypod and be permanently or semi-permanently
mounted using nails, screws,
etc. It can support up to 300
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Disclaimer
I do not, nor does anyone else
in the Club, make a profit
from the sales of these items.
Chuck

Question This?
If tomatoes are technically a
fruit, is ketchup a smoothie?
Is it wrong that only one
company makes the game
Monopoly?
Ever stop to think and forget
to start again?
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Sierra Exhibit

44th Westchester Exhibit

The deadline for submitting
entries is March 4th. Enter at
The
Color
Camera
Club
of
<www.colorcameraclub.com>
The New York City Sierra Club
Westchester
is
pleased
to
sponAt the top of the page you will
Photo Committee has an exhibsor
their
44th
International
Exfind a link to the Exhibition
it of nature in the urban sethibition
of
Photography.
This
Entry form. Click and follow
ting. It is appropriately titled
exhibition
is
open
to
all
interthe simple instructions. (Entry
Urban Nature. It is being held at
ested
photographers
and
is
fees for each division are $8 for
the Ryan Chelsea-Clinton
recognized
by
the
Photographup to four photos.)
Community Health Center
ic
Society
of
America
(PSA).
which is located at 645 Tenth
Photos may be submitted
Avenue, between 45th and 46th
in two categories: the “Color
Streets, in Manhattan. (Park
Open/General” division and
West had an exhibit there a
the “Nature” division. Up to
year or so ago and we are
planning to have another show four images may be submitted
there in the near future to cele- into each division. All images
must be submitted online in
brate the Club’s 80th year).
JPEG format. All images will
The Sierra exhibit will run
be judged and 25% to 45% of
through June 2nd. (The openBest in Show 2016
the
submitted
images
will
be
ing reception was held earlier
Beautiful Plain
accepted
for
inclusion
in
the
this month. There is no admis© Guangdong Huizhou
exhibition
and
catalog.
sion fee to see the images.
The Color Open division
As usual, there is a large
Flamingos Taking Off
representation of PWCC mem- will have two awards: Best of
© Dany Chan
bers in this Sierra Club exhibit. Show and the Eileen Whitney
Please show your support and Memorial Award for the Best
drop in to see this collection of Flower Image. The Nature diphotographs depicting nature vision will have one award:
Best of Show.
around the City.

Walking
I like long walks,…
especially when they are taken
by people who annoy me.
I walk early in the morning,…
before my brain figures out what
I’m doing.
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:

Instagram 101
Monday, February 13
Speaker: Paige Denkin

Travel Photography
Tuesday, February 14
Speaker: Gabriel Biderman

Photography Workflow
Monday, February 20
Speakers: Dan Johannessen
and Douglas Dubler

OPTIC 2017

Save the dates! OPTIC 2017 is
coming to New York City from
June 4th thru the 7th.
Layer Mask Basics
OPTIC 2017 will again be
Tuesday, February 21
brought to you by B&H and
Speaker: Jason Friedman
Lindblad Expeditions. It will
feature an overflowing trade
show and engaging presentations by the world’s top outdoor photographers. Over four
days in New York City, presenters will share their experience
and insight, and premier manufacturers will showcase their
Fashion Shoot
gear in outdoor, photography,
Thursday, February 23
and videography equipment.
Speaker: Joey Quintero
If you did not attend last
year, don’t miss out on this
The Creative Muse
years excitement.
Tuesday, March 21
It’s all free—you just have
Speaker: Eileen Rafferty
to register via the B&H Event
Space page on the website
Check out the B&H website at <www.bhphoto.com> Please
<www.bhphoto.com> for all
note that the registration page
the details as well as a comis not yet set up. Also note that
plete list of additional presen- the speakers, presenters, and
tations, and to register for the
other activities are yet to be
course(s) of your choice. Please announced.
note, they do accept walk-ins
Last years OPTIC was realfor events that have not
ly great. This year’s promises
reached capacity. The B&H
to be even better.
Event Space is located on the
Keep checking the website
second floor of their Superfor the latest details.
Store, at 420 9th Avenue.

Black & White Digital
Monday, February 20
Speaker: Harold Davis

February 2017
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U.S. Road Trips
The United States is not the
largest country in the world,
nor the most populous. It has
neither the highest altitude
nor the lowest. But, and this is
a very BIG but, it has some of
the world’s most incredible
scenery—most of which has
scenic byways and highways
you can drive and shoot..
Here’s a list of just a few…

Blue Ridge Parkway: Shenandoah National Park, Virginia to
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, North Carolina
U.S. Route 1: Massachusetts to
Maine

Overseas Highway: Florida
mainland to Key West
California State Route 1: San
Francisco to Los Angeles

Red Rock Scenic Byway:
Sedona, Arizona
How many of these have
you driven and/or photographed?

Lewis and Clark Historic Trail:
Illinois to Oregon
Route 66: Chicago to Santa
Monica, CA

Amish Country Byway:
Holmes County, Ohio
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Anyone interested in a
future Club trip to any of
these wonder-filled
destinations?
Just drop an e-mail to
Chuck or speak to him at
any meeting (once he returns from wintering in
Florida).

Going to the Sun Road:
Glacier National Park,
Montana

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Len Speier

PhotoPlus Expo 2017

Hi-Yo Silver!

by Rita Russo
PDN’s 2017 PhotoPlus InReturn with us now to those
ternational Conference + Expo thrilling days of yesteryear,…
will be held, again, at the Jacob
Lynn Pomeranz, renowned
Javits Convention Center in
photographer of wild horses,
midtown Manhattan’s west
announces her Wild Horse
side. The dates for conference Workshop schedule for 2017.
are Wednesday, October 25th
These workshops take place in
through Saturday, the 28th.
Utah, Wyoming, Montana, and
The dates of the exposition are New Mexico—all states noted
one day shorter, from Thursfor their exquisite scenery. Add
day, the 26th through the 28th. to the natural landscapes the
Admission to the expo is
images of wild horses doing
free but registration is retheir things, and you can’t miss
quired. To attend any of the
having a great photography
I am sorry to announce the loss
conference activities, registraexperience. Workshops take
of renowned photographer,
tion is mandatory plus many
place from late May through
Len Speier. Len had been a
of the lectures, workshops, and mid November. Prices vary.
friend of Park West, speaking
events have admission fees.
For all the details, go to
to us on half a dozen occasions
Keep checking the website <www.lynnpomerantz.com>
over the years, judging our
<www.photoplusexpo.com>
competitions, and stepping in
for lists of speakers, seminars,
when we had a last-minute
workshops, exhibitors, etc.
cancelation.
Len passed away in early
February, after battling a problem he had, for several weeks,
with his aorta. Len put up a
good fight, but couldn’t pull
through. I’m sure he will be
missed by many people who
knew him. Len had many followers in the photography industry.
The following is from the
New York Times on February
8th… ”Leonard Speier: 19272017. Photographer, educator,
lawyer, raconteur, and lover of
humanity. He lived life to the
fullest and will be dearly
missed by his family and
© Len Speier
many, many friends.”
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for holidays and a curtailed summer
schedule). Please join us at a
meeting or on one of our other
scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on
all meetings and other Park
West Camera Club activities.
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
sharp unless otherwise indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.
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* Monday, February 13
Portfolio Review
Tonight is the second portfolio
review night of the Club’s year.
Four PWCC members will
present concise portfolios of up
to a dozen images of their
work. These may be in the
form of prints or PDIs. The
purpose of this review is to determine how well the images
hold up as a group—not to critique individual images (although some comments of this
nature will sneak into the discussion from time to time).

and many others. Sign up at
any Club meeting or by contacting the trip’s leader: Rita
Russo, at 917-697-9664 or
<ritarusso23@gmail,com>
* Monday, February 20
Guest Speaker—
Erica McDonald

Tonight’s guest photographer
is Erica McDonald. Born in
Cleveland, Erica is a photographer and educator who lives in
New York City. She founded
DEVELOP Photo to provide
resources for the enrichment of
the photojournalism, fine art,
and documentary photography community. Her photog* Saturday, February 18
raphy regularly appears in
Field Trip—Gallery Hop
magazines nationally and internationally and has been exThis afternoon, we’ll be hopping from gallery to gallery in hibited worldwide. Erica holds
a BA in Linguistics from New
midtown Manhattan. Be sure
to bundle up and dress for the York University with studies in
occasion (it’s bound to be cold Anthropology and Art History.
After studying printmaking at
and windy, so be prepared).
We’ll meet in front of the Fuller the Massachusetts College of
Building, 41 East 57th Street, at Art and working in graphic
design, she returned to New
Madison Avenue, at 1 p.m.
Some of the galleries we might York City to pursue her own
photographic work. Since 2010,
hop into include: Bonni Benshe has taught an annual inrubi Gallery; Howard Greentensive documentary photoberg Gallery; Pace/MacGill;
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graphy workshop through
Spazio Labo' Center of Photography. You may recall that Erica filled in at the last minute
when our scheduled judge became unavailable—and she
did a wonderful job. Learn
more about Erica and her images at <www.ericamcdonaldphoto.com> The curtain raiser
for this evening is Park West’s
very own recording secretary,
Christine Doyle.

© Erica McDonald
Wednesday, February 22

Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is holding its meeting
tonight. The program for this
evening is a presentation by
Mike Corrado. Mike has been a
photographer and visual artist
for over 36 years and has recently celebrated his 30th anniversary with Nikon USA. As
the Manager of Nikon Profes-
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to suggest possible destinations or events we should
shoot. All PWCC members are
welcome to attend and contribute. The meeting will begin
at 6 p.m.

© Mike Corrado
sional Services-Pro Relations
and Product Marketing, Mike’s
extensive career has included
time as a Nikon School instructor, Pro Markets Technical Representative and Sr. Product
Manager for digital SLR cameras. Mike has spent the last
several years working on several personal projects including “The Birds of Stony Brook”
and his rock and roll portfolio
“Rock Works.” More of Mike’s
images can be seen at <www.corradophotography.com> The
meeting is open to the general
public. It begins at 6:30 p.m. A
$7 donation is collected upon
entry. See the listing under
March 22nd for directions to
the meeting location.

* Monday, February 27
Theme Night—Think Warm
Tonight’s theme is Think Warm.
As we sit in our seats, shivering from the cold of the midwinter season (well, maybe not
at home, but outside, surely)
let our thoughts turn to the
warmth of summer. For this
assignment, search through
your files for images which instill the feeling of warmth. Or,
if you’re up for it, why not take
a journey southward to the
lands of eternal summer?
Please limit your presentation
to five minutes or less.

* Monday,

February 27
Field Trip Committee Meeting

The Field Trip Committee will
meet this evening prior to the
scheduled Club meeting to
plan the field trips for the next
several months. Please join us
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* Monday, February 27
Competition Entry Deadline

Samuel B. & David Rose
Building, 70 Lincoln Center
Please note that PDI entries are Plaza (65th Street between
Broadway and Amsterdam
due by midnight tonight for
Avenue). The doors open at 6
next week’s competition.
p.m. and the meeting begins at
6:30 p.m. There is a $10 fee for
Wednesday, March 1
non-members of the organizaPhoto Event—
tion.
PWP Monthly Meeting
Professional Women Photographers is a group of women
photographers who network
and share their images and experiences. Tonight’s guest presenter is Laurie Klein. Laurie is
known as both a successful
photographer with a signature
style (infrared imagery) and an

* Monday, March 6
Workshop—Before and After
In this workshop we ask members to bring in a before- and
an after-shot of a single image.
The before shot may be the
RAW file or a JPG file direct
from the camera. The after shot
will be your final image with
all your adjustments, changes,
etc. done with your software.
You will be asked to explain
and/or demonstrate what you
did to the ”before” to get to the
”after.” This is both a fun and
an educational evening for all
members. Bring your images

© Laurie Klein
incredible photographic
educator. She began her
love of photography back
in high school, went on to
get her Bachelor of Science
degree from R.I.T, and then
an MFA from Ohio University. Later, she studied with
Ansel Adams. Learn more
about Laurie’s photography at
<www.laurieklein.com> The
meetings are held at the Metropolitan Opera Guild, in the
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on a USB thumb/flash/jump
drive. Please participate.
* Monday, March 6
Competition Entry Deadline

© Anne Arden McDonald
Tuesday, March 7
Photo Event—
Soho Photo Opening
Soho Photo Gallery is proud to
present its annual Krappy
Kamera exhibition, including
the winners of the 2017 International Competition, a
group show by Soho Photo
Gallery artists, and a show of
Anne Arden McDonald’s
dreamlike images. The Krappy
Kamera Competition originated at Soho Photo Gallery 19
years ago and is one of the
gallery’s high points of the
year. The gallery is open
Wednesday through Sunday,
from 1 to 6 p.m., by appointment, and, of course, at all of
the Club‘s Monday night meetings. This show will run until
April 1st. For more info on this
and other exhibits, go to the
Soho Photo Gallery website at
<www.sohophoto.com>

Please note that PDI entries are
due by midnight tonight for
next week’s competition.
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* Monday, March 13
Monthly Competition
Tonight is the sixth competition of the season. What will
the judge say about your images? Will you agree? Which
photos will be chosen as Images-of-the-Month? The only
way to find out the answers to
these probing questions is to
come on down and enter. Full
rules are available from the
Competition or the Membership Committees at any meeting. Remember, print entries
must be submitted by 6:45 p.m.
so that we may get under way
with the competition promptly
at 7 p.m. PDI entries must be
submitted by midnight one
week prior to today— March
6th. Just a reminder, you may
enter up to four images in
tonight’s competition, but no
more than two in any one category. Tonight’s judge is Jean
Miele. Jean has judged at Park
West before and is returning by

© Jean Miele
popular demand. This is from
Jean’s website, ”I use photography to explore the borderlands between fiction and reality. My personal interest in
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perception, spirituality, and
mysticism have inspired and
informed my artwork since the
mid-1980s. Drawing on 19th &
20th century ideals and enthusiastically embracing 21st century techniques, I strive to create beautiful prints of strong,
quiet images—intended to remind us that moments of perfection are possible, in photography, and in our lives.”

© Nancy Sirkis
* Wednesday, March 15
Print Workshop
All Club members are invited
to bring a dozen or so prints
for this Club event. Bring them
for an honest, but gentle, critique of your work. This workshop has limited space. You
must sign up in advance with
Elsa Blum at 516-621-3215 or
<elsablum1@gmail.com> to
get the address for this 7 p.m.
session. The workshop leader
is a professional photographer
and ICP printing instructor,
Nancy Sirkis.

world. The first parade was
held on March 17, 1762—fourteen years before the signing of
the Declaration of Independence. The parade
kicks off at precisely
11:00 a.m. in honor of
St. Patrick, the Patron
Saint of Ireland and
of the Archdiocese of
New York. The parade marches up Fifth
Avenue beginning at
44th Street and ending
at 79th Street. About 2 million
spectators watch the approximately 150,000 marchers,
bands, floats, and more.
* Monday, March 20
Guest Speaker—
Tequila Minsky

Tonight’s guest photographer
is Tequila Minsky. Tequila is a
photojournalist, writer, world
traveler, Haitiphile. The latter,
so much so, that it seems like
she spends half her time there.
This is fortunate, for Haiti, for
Tequila, and for the rest of the
world; fortunate because she
was in Haiti when the big
Friday, March 17
earthquake struck back in JanPhoto Op—
uary, 2010. Tequila’s images of
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
the people and the devastation
The NYC St. Patrick’s Parade is were the first ones the rest of
the oldest and largest in the
the world saw. Amazing,
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are The Phone Book and The New
Yorkers. See more of his work at
<www.robertherman.com>
The meeting, open to the general public, begins at 6:30 p.m.
A $7 donation is collected
upon entry. The NYC Sierra
Club Photography Committee
© Tequila Minsky
meets at the Metropolitan
Opera Guild, on the 6th floor
of the Rose Building at Lincoln
shocking, and very emotional!
Center. The address is 70 LinTequila has judged and precoln Center Plaza, located on
sented to Park West previousthe north side of West 65th
ly—always with positive reStreet, between Broadway and
sults. See more of Tequila’s imAmsterdam Avenue, closer to
ages at <www.instagram.com/
Amsterdam. From the street,
teqminsky> The curtain raiser
take the stairs, elevator, or esfor this evening is PWCC
calator up one level and promember, Marjorie Gurd.
ceed through the revolving
doors into the lobby to get the
Wednesday, March 22
elevator to the 6th floor.
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is holding its meeting
tonight. The program for this
evening is a presentation by
Robert Herman. Robert is a
noted street photographer specializing in the Big Apple.
Among his published books

© Robert Herman
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Sunday, March 26
Photo Op— Greek Independence Day Parade

The parade attracts a great
number of participants, who
march the streets of New York
wearing bright ethnic costumes and playing various
musical instruments.

* Monday, March 27
Business Meeting #3

During our third business
meeting of the year, we’ll have
The Greek Independence Day lots to discuss and decide
Parade has firmly assumed sta- about the running of the Club
tus as a NYC tradition and has (since our last meeting was
been celebrated since 1938. The four months ago). New on the
parade commemorates the De- agenda, a Nominating Committee for next year’s officers
claration of Greek Indepenwill be appointed. We’ll cap it
dence from the Ottoman Emall off with refreshments and
pire on March 25, 1821. The
some socializing.
parade is not just a tribute to
the acclaimed political event; it
is also a celebration of rich
Hellenic cultural heritage and
tradition. The parade runs
along 5th Avenue from 64th
Street (at the Pierre Hotel) to
79th Street and is sponsored
by the Federation of Hellenic
Societies of Greater New York.
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Canal Street station. Walk
south on Church Street/Sixth
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue three blocks to White
Avenue of the Americas and
Street, make a right turn, and
West Broadway. Take the #1
train to the Franklin Street sta- walk half a block to the gallery.
Although a longer walk, take
tion (one stop below Canal
any other train to Canal Street,
Street). Walk one block north
walk west to Church Street,
on West Broadway to White
and follow the directions imstreet, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery. mediately above. Street parkTake the A, C, or E train to the ing is available, but limited.

Directions to Soho Photo
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