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Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing on the internet.
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President’s Message
We have some great programs
and meetings coming up! I’m
looking forward to our President Emeritus Chuck Pine’s
mini-version of Expanding Visions 21. Delayed from last
year’s Club schedule due to his
back surgery, Chuck will again
lead this event. Only four sessions but packed with info and
several field trips to stimulate
your creative juices. Starts
Thursday, November 5th.
Short and sweet!
Dan Burkholder will speak
to us on November 23rd about
iPhoneography and getting the
most from this ubiquitous device. Remember the best camera is the one you have with
you. Dan and his wife spoke to
us a while back about his HDR
New Orleans Project on the effects of Katrina.
Other events include: our
Hartlepool Camera Club image
exchange on November 9th;
Jordan Matter, guest speaker,
on November 16th; and a print
workshop with Nancy Sirkus,
on November 18th.
Scattered throughout the
month will be field trips to
Chelsea Photo Galleries, the
Garment District, and Red
Hook.
An Executive Committee
and Business meeting will
round out our activities this
month.
All the details of our Club
activities are online at our
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website or in our newsletter,
Photo Notes, available as a
download from our website or
in a printed version at Club
meetings. As the saying goes,
be there or be square!
Have a great Thanksgiving
Holiday Weekend!

Help Wanted

PWCC’s vice president and
interim Website Committee
chair, Michael Schleiff, along
with his team, are working on
redesigning and rebuilding the
Club’s internet presence—our
website. If you have any
knowledge or experience in
website design or building,
and would like to join this effort, please contact Michael at
<mrschleiff@gmail.com>
If you’d like to check out
the work-in-progress to make
any suggestions or comments,
the temporary URL is…
<http://parkwestcameraclub.visualpursuits.com>

Ed

Photo Notes
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Ed Lee

Editor:!
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Committee:! Bill Apple, Elsa Blum, Madeleine
! Barbara, Ann Broder, Ruth Formanek, Gladys
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! Chuck Pine, Helen Pine, Judy Rosenblatt, Marlene !
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Expanding Visions Mini
For the first time… ever… !
Expanding Visions will have
an autumn class. It is a shortened version of our spring
class, therefore the addendum
in the name, Mini.
Expanding Visions 21—
Mini is a photography class
being offered this autumn. It is
open only to Park West Camera
Club members.

Expanding Visions is the
marriage of a field trip class
with a class in photographic
seeing. This four week class
(Thursdays, November 5th
thru November 19th, and then
on December 3rd—enjoy your
Thanksgiving) will open your
mind to new ways of looking
at photographs, subject matter,
equipment, and techniques. It
will also allow you to explore
parts of the City that you may
not have experienced before,
all in the safety of a group.
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The
format of
the class is
simple: We
start with
an introductory
session (at
7 pm). We
will discuss
equipment,
techniques,
and the specifics of the course;
and a term project will be assigned. For the next two weeks
we’ll go on field trips to different places around town and
work on the assignments (both
at 3 pm). You will have two
weeks to work on your term
project (if you haven’t already
started it). Then, the review
session of the two class assignments plus the term project presentations (at 7 pm).
The basic thread running
through the assignments in Expanding Visions 21—Mini is an
assortment of activities meant
to get your creative juices flowing after the long, hot summer.
Not too complicated, is it?
Lots of fun and educational;
but most of all, it will expand
your vision in the photographs
you take, and allow you to
grow as a photographer.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Let us know if you’re interested in taking the class by responding to the Club’s website
<pwccny@aol.com>
The assignments for this
year’s class are as follows:
•!
Four Corners! We will
photograph a variety of subjects in the area of Columbus
Circle. Each will be shot five
times using different placements in each picture.
•!
Portability!!
We will
each bring an object and photograph it in a wide variety of
situations and environments.
Term Project
•!
Mixing Bowl! We will
each select a subject from the
mixing bowl and create a portfolio of images based on the
theme of our selection.
Any questions or concerns?
E-mail the instructor, Chuck
Pine, at <bohpin@aol.com>
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Images of the Month
November 2015
by John Brengelman

PDI-of-the-Month
U Street, Washington, DC by Karen Corrigan
Honor PDIs
Raggedy Dolls by Madeleine Barbara
West Point Football by Christine Doyle
Downtown Miami Blue by Calvin Eagle
Tumbler by David Francis
Morning Glory by Paul Grebanier
Riveting by Paul Grebanier

Print-of-the-Month
Do Not Enter by Paul Grebanier
Honor Prints
none

Competition Statistics
!
A/Honors !
A!
B!
C!

Prints!
3.3%
3.3%!
63.3%!
30.0%!

Entries!

30!

Average Scores 3.8!
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PDIs
! 11.3%
9.7%
48.4%
30.6%
62
4.5
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Cumulative Point Totals
through November 2015
by John Brengelman

Prints
Paul Grebanier!
Oggy Doytchinov!
Edward Lewit!
John Brengelman!
Hedy Klein!
George Hansen!
Elena Pierpont!
Bill Apple!
Madeleine Barbara!
Calvin Eagle!
Paula Paterniti!
Alice Somma!
Elsa Blum!
Sarah Corbin!
Marvin Fink!
Marilyn Fish-Glynn!
Dinorah Capota!
Sal Maci!
Natalie Manzino!
Ruth Yashpan!
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42
26
26
24
22
18
16
14
14
14
12
12
10
10
10
10
8
8
6
4

Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!
Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thank-you
to our judge, Brian Yarvin,
for a job well done.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!
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PDIs
Chuck Pine!
Karen Corrigan!
George Hansen!
Paul Grebanier!
Marjorie Gurd!
Madeleine Barbara!
Christine Doyle!
Natalie Manzino!
Elena Pierpont!
Joan Slatkin!
Jay Bitkower!
Harriet Josephs!
Bill Apple!
Carole de Beer!
Edward Lewit!
John Brengelman!
Calvin Eagle!
Marilyn Fish-Glynn!
Hedy Klein!
Don Raney!
Alice Somma!
Oggy Doytchinov!
David Francis!
Paula Paterniti!
Rita Russo!
Janet Susin!
Jerry Vogel!
Meg Darnell!
Yuri Kalina!
Dottie Mills!
Rain Bengis!
Ann Broder!
Dinorah Capota!
Julie Foehrenbach!
Niv Gidron!
Sal Maci!
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32
30
30
26
24
22
20
20
20
20
18
18
16
16
16
14
14
14
14
14
14
12
12
12
12
12
12
10
10
10
8
8
8
6
6
6

CLUB

PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a great
photo op or workshop that you’d like to share
with your fellow Club members? What are you
to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

November 2015

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Seven
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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The PWCC Pre-Halloween
Scavenger Hunt was held at
our Club meeting on October
25th. Every PWCCer was given
a list of one dozen items to find
and photograph (or glean from
their files). Over 20 members
participated. It was amazing to
see how many ways our members interpreted the topics.
It was a great evening. Fun
was had by all. Here are some
of the images…
Subject: Water
©2010 Marlene Schonbrun

CLUB

Scavenger Hunt

Subject: Blue
©2008 Julie Wosk

Subject: Blue
©2011 Meg Darnell

Subject: Yummy
© Joan Slatkin

Subject: Yummy
©2009 Chuck Pine

Subject: Water
© Alice Somma
Subject: Locks
© John Brengelman

Subject: Games People Play
©2015 Ann Broder

Subject: Hot
© Lorraine Sweger-Perez

Subject: Tattoos
©2012 Helen Pine
Subject: Shadows
©2015 Christine Doyle

Subject: Two of a Kind
© Myrna Changar
Subject: Two of a Kind
© Elena Pierpont
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More Scavenger
Hunt images on
the next page.
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Scavenger Hunt
Continued

Travel Tips
So many of us PWCCers have
caught the travel bug recently.
We’re flying, cruising, busing,
driving, and otherwise moving
around the country and the
world. Here are some tips that
might save you time, money,
and a lot of headaches:

Subject: Balloons
© Paula Paterniti

Subject: Balloons
©1979 Bill Apple

Subject: Umbrellas
©2014 Judy Rosenblatt

Subject: Balloons
©2015 Don Raney

Sierra Photo Exhibit

Center, 645 10th Avenue (45th
and 46th Streets). The opening
The New York City Sierra Club reception will be held on
Photography Committee is
Wednesday evening, Veteran’s
having an exhibit of their
Day, November 11th. All are
members’ nature and wildlife
welcome to attend.
images. The show is entitled
Ten Park West members
In Pursuit of Nature and is beare represented in this exhibit.
ing hung at the Ryan/Chelsea- They include Helen Pine, Lee
Clinton Community Health
Backer, John Brengelman,
Natalie Manzino, Ruth
Formanek, Paula Paterniti,
Marilyn Thypin, Judy
Rosenblatt, Pat Garbarini,
and Chuck Pine.
Won’t you please come
to the opening in support
of our fellow Park West
Camera Club members?
Learning to Bathe in Botswana
©2013 Helen Pine
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Hotel Rooms—Don’t snap up
the first appealing room at a
decent price that you find. Research location—how close will
you be to a city's major sights?
—and make sure that a good
price doesn’t also come with a
time-wasting long-distance
schlep every morning. Call the
hotel and ask for the best price,
the most appropriate room options, and for a free upgrade.
Booking Flights—If you buy
your airline tickets about two
months before you fly, you'll
likely get the best price by
booking on a Tuesday. That
said, follow all the major airlines on social media and/or
sign up for their rewards programs and/or subscribe to their
free e-newsletters to get the inside track on the latest deals.
Get Your Shots— In addition to
shingles and flu shots, check the
health risks of the region you’re
planning to visit. Your doctor, a
travel clinic, or CDC website at
<wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel>
should be your first destination.
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You’re Invited to a Party
It’s that time of the year! Time
to mark your calendar and
make your plans to attend
Park West Camera Club’s annual holiday party.
This event is scheduled for
Monday night, December 21st.
This year’s Holiday Party will
take place in the home of the
Pine’s (Chuck and Helen)—680
West End Avenue, corner of
93rd Street, apartment 5D. Directions may be found at the
end of the Schedule of Activities on page 37.

more!), our hosts will be roasting a holiday turkey and preparing all the trimmings.
We’ll be keeping a list (and
checking it twice) to make sure
who’s coming to our party
(both naughty and nice). Please
send an e-mail if you’d like to
attend (or if you can’t make
it—so we know you got this email) to <pwccny@aol.com>
There will be a charge of
$15 per person to cover the
costs of the food, paper and
plastic goods, beverages, and a
few other essentials. Your
payment may be given to
Helen at a Club meeting (she
This year, our party will be will be accepting your cash or
both catered and pot luck. We check—made out to PWCC) or
will feast on Italian food from
you may mail your money
Carmine’s including salad,
(checks only, please) to Chuck
pasta, and a couple of main
Pine at 680 West End Avenue,
courses. In addition, we’ll be
NY, NY 10025. Be sure you
providing hors d’oeuvres (both send it in time to arrive before
hot and cold), desserts (both
the party.
finger- and fork-food), and
beverages fit for royalty (both
alcoholic and non).
Club members who have a
special holiday dish that they
would like to make are welcome to do so. Just let us know
in advance what you’ll (or is it
yule?) be sharing. And, as a
special surprise (well, not any

November 2015
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As usual, there’ll be plenty
of seasonal cheer. We’ll have
some presentations, a reading
or two, and some surprises as
well. All in all, this is one of the
yearly Club events that nobody should miss.

You may arrive around 6:30
p.m. (Be prepared to help with
the set up of the buffet tables
and other tasks.) We’ll start
serving around 7 p.m. Members are expected to pitch in
and help—you will be asked to
sign up for either set-up, KPduty during the party, and/or
clean-up details.

Bring your family. Bring
your friends. Bring your appetite. We’ll provide the holiday
cheer(fulness).
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Field Trip Photos
These images were taken on
Club field trips during the last
month. If you’re not attending
these Club activities, you’re
missing some great photographic opportunities as well
as a great time.

Marine Park
Paul Grebanier taking the point at
Marine Park, with Carole de Beer
and Linda Grebanier close behind.

PDI Workshop Change
At the request of the Club
members present at the last
PDI workshop (held on the
evening of October 22nd at
the home of Chuck and
Helen Pine), there will be
some changes made to the
format we use.
In the past, each member
was permitted to bring up to
12 images for critique, suggestions for improvement, or
for whatever the member
was looking.
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If you’d like to share some of
your images after attending a
Club activity. please send them
to the editor, Chuck Pine, at
<bohpin@aol.com>

All photos for this article
© 2015 Christine Doyle

Brooklyn Botanic Garden
Gerry Vogel taking a photo
of a couple just outside of
the Japanese Garden

Brooklyn Botanic Garden
Ed Lee, his wife Pat O’Brien,
and a friend in the Japanese
Garden

For the next few PDI
workshops, members will be
limited to only five images.
Each image will be discussed
and then one or two from
each member will be worked
on by some of the more advanced photographers in attendance that night.
Instead of just listening to
what others have to say
about their images, members
will now have more of an
opportunity to actually see
what we’ve all been talking
about these last few years.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

If you’d like to join us to
get some concrete ideas for
your virtual photos, “C’mon
down!” (or is it up?). The
next PDI workshop will be
held on December 10th at 7
p.m. You may arrive anytime
after 6:30 p.m. to load your
images into the computer for
viewing. See the Schedule of
Activities beginning on page
31 of this issue of Photo Notes
for additional info.
After a few months of the
new PDI workshop format,
we’ll re-evaluate the idea.
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2015-2016 PWCC Schedule
September
3! Print Workshop
7! No Mtg.! Labor Day
14! No Mtg.! Rosh Hashanah
21! Welcome Back Show and Tell
28! Business Meeting

February
1! Competition (Lynn Saville)
8! Portfolio Review
15! Guest Speaker (TBA)
22! Workshop (Tim Grey or Table Top)
29! Workshop (Tim Grey or Table Top)

October
5! Competition (Bill Perlmutter)
11! Cape Ann Field Trip (6-days)
12! No Mtg.! Columbus Day
19! Guest Speaker (Wayne Parsons)
22! PDI Workshop
26! Scavenger Hunt

March
7! Competition (Ron Terner)
14! Workshop—Before and After
21! Guest Speaker (TBA)
28! Business Meeting

November
2! Competition (Brian Yarvin)
5! Expanding Visions 21 Mini
9! Hartlepool Exchange
12! Expanding Visions 21 Mini
16! Guest Speaker (Jordan Matter)
18! Print Workshop
19! Expanding Visions 21 Mini
23! Workshop—iPhoneography
!
(Dan Burkholder)
30! Business Meeting
December
3! Expanding Visions 21 Mini
7! Competition (Nir Arieli)
14! Guest Speaker (Mary Engel)
21! Holiday Party
28! No Mtg.! Winter Break

April
4! Competition (TBA)
11! Tech Rep
18! Guest Speaker (TBA)
25! Theme Night—B&W Oldies
!
[or Competition Make-Up]
May
2! Competition (TBA)
5! Expanding Visions 22
9! Portfolio Review
12! Expanding Visions 22
16! Guest Speaker (Lois Greenfield)
19! Expanding Visions 22
23! Business Meeting
26! Expanding Visions 22
30! No Mtg.! Memorial Day

June
2! Expanding Visions 22
6! Year-End Competition
January
9! Expanding Visions 22
4! Competition (Jean Miele)
13! Otto Litzel Memorial Dinner
11! Guest Speaker (David Brommer)
16! Expanding Visions 22
18! Workshop—Music Slide Shows (MLK Day) 20! ExCom Planning Meeting
25! Theme Night—Snow White & Rose Red
23! Expanding Visions 22
27! TBA
[Field trips, workshops, the 2016 Summer Schedule, 30! Expanding Visions 22
and other activities will be added as the information
becomes available.]
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Photo Notes Deadlines

Club Participation Nights

Issue!

Deadline

Dec 2015!

Dec 7

Jan 2016!

Jan 4

Feb 2016!

Feb 1

This coming year there will be
four programs which require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities:

Mar 2016!

Mar 7

Apr 2016!

Apr 4

May 2016!

May 2

Summer 2016!

Jun 6

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Competition scores and cumulative points are submitted as
soon after the competitions as
possible, usually one to three
days following the submission
deadline. The draft copy of
Photo Notes will be sent to the
editorial staff as soon as possible once all items are in place.
The staff will then have two to
three days to edit and return
their comments.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the
Website Committee to be
posted online. As soon as this
is accomplished, an e-mail is
sent to all Club members and
other Photo Notes recipients informing them that the PWCC
newsletter is now available for
downloading.

• January 25—Theme Night
Tonight’s theme is Snow White
and Rose Red. Your mission,
should you decide to accept it,
is to create a portfolio using
this theme—however you
deem to interpret it.

• April 25—Theme Night
Tonight’s theme is Black-andWhite Oldies. Your assignment,
is to put together a portfolio of
recently-shot images, but presented in black-and-white as if
they were taken and printed in
decades past.

Photo Tips
Be respectful when taking
photos of people or places.
• March 14—Before and After
In this workshop we ask members to bring in a before and an
after shot of a single image.
The before shot may be the
RAW file or a JPG file direct
from the camera. The after shot
will be your final image with
all your adjustments, changes,
what-evers done in your editing software.

People will always discredit
your work if you tell them
you “Photoshop” your images. Rather, tell them that
you process them in the
“digital darkroom.”
Worry less about technical
aspects and focus more on
compositional aspects of
photography.
Taking a photo in a crouched
position often makes your
photos look more interesting.
Simplicity is the key.
Don’t be afraid to take photos
in the rain.

November 2015
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Members On Parade

Committee Liaisons

Julie Wosk
The New York Metro American
Studies Association (NYMASA)
is holding its conference titled
“Love” on Saturday, November
14th at the Stella and Charles
Guttman Community College,
50 West 40th Street. PWCC’s
very own professor and newly
re-joined member, Julie Wosk,
will be giving a presentation on
her topic of expertise, female
robots (her new book is My Fair
Ladies: Female Robots, Androids, and Other Artificial Eves).
Julie’s talk, entitled, Falling in Love with a Robot, will concentrate on recent movies including Her and Ex Machina. For more
info, go to the NYMASA website at <www.nymasa.org>

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Phragmites
©2015 Natalie Manzino

Matalie Manzino
The Salt Marsh Nature Center in the Marine Park section of
Brooklyn, held a photography competition recently, and
PWCC member and former Club corresponding secretary,
Natalie Manzino, won third place.
Natalie’s image is an in-camera multiple exposure of
phragmites (frag-MY-tees). It’s those reeds with the fuzzy tops
that grow along the water’s edge in marshy areas.
Salt Marsh is one of 10 Urban Park Ranger Nature Centers
in the City and is operated by the NYC Department of Parks
and Recreation.
Congratulations, Natalie!
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Archives! Maria Fernandez
Competition! Mike Schleiff
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Christine Doyle
Membership! Helen Pine
Newsletter!
Chuck Pine
Program! Christine Doyle
Social!
Ed Lee
Website!
Mike Schleiff
Workshop!
Ed Lee
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Portfolio Page
Being a farm girl at heart, Park
West Camera Club’s very own
recording secretary, Christine
Doyle, captured these beautiful, bucolic images while visiting family in Kansas.

All images © Christine Doyle
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New Member Bio

But getting back to photogbyMarlene Schonbrun raphy, Julie remembers that her
family always had a camera,
probably starting with a Kodak
Brownie box camera, and
eventually getting a Polaroid,
and that she was always intrigued by the images. Her
family let her hold the camera,
and she was hooked.
One day, many years later,
when she was walking around
a flea market on 26th Street she
noticed a mannequin’s head
peering out of a paper bag. It
was coy and a little eerie, and
Julie Wosk was no stranger to
Park West Camera Club, as she it reminded her of Freud’s
essay, “The Uncanny.” That
had been a member many
years ago. Her career path as a began her path photographing
mannewriter and painter, however,
quins,
took over much of her attenmasks,
tion, so she didn’t have much
and puptime for photography. In fact,
pets—
while interviewing her over
though
the phone this morning, (11/
she has
1/15), I had no idea of the exphototent of her career, as she is
graphed
most modest.
many
In looking at her website,
Bag Lady
other sub<www.myfairladiesbook.com>
© Julie Wosk
jects as
(on her latest book), I discovwell.
ered much about her that we
Julie is not focusing on the
never discussed. Like she’s
need to purchase the newest
published four books on art
photographic equipment at the
and technology, has lectured
all over the world, is a profes- moment, and is content to use
sor of art history, English, and what she’s had for years—a
studio painting, was a curator Canon Rebel T2i and one of
their point and shoot models.
and writer of an art exhibit at
She enjoys using a macro lens,
the New York Hall of Science,
and has used this for many
etc. And, one of her lectures
was taped by PBS television as years on her book illustrations,
including in her latest book,
part of their “Best Lectures in
My Fair Ladies: Female Robots,
NY” on-line series. Whew!
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Androids, and other Artificial
Eves. While she has Photoshop
CS6, she feels she has a lot to
learn in post production, and is
excited by what she’s seen so
far in our Photo Notes when
Chuck illustrates a tool with
step-by-step instructions and
visuals.

Marlene
© Julie Wosk
In terms of photographers
who inspire her, Julie lists
Margaret Bourke-White, Cindy
Sherman, and Robert Frank to
name a few.
Writing books and painting
are isolating pursuits, and at
this time in her life, Julie welcomes the change of being
around fellow photographers.
She feels she’s already learned
a lot as she attended the gentle
critique at Chuck and Helen’s
apartment last week for the
PDI workshop. She welcomes
the feedback. She’s also impressed with the level of expertise of our members, and the
amount of activities available
for learning and enjoyment.
Welcome back, Julie. I am
confident you will get what
you’re looking for.
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Depth of Field
By Bill Apple
Revoked!
Ah, mid-September, a boardwalk, salt breezes. Listen! Hollow clomping.
Fifty pairs of heels. It’s Atlantic City, the Miss America
Pageant. It’s 1983 again!
Any contestant who’s made
it to the Convention Center has
steamrollered state competitions, strutted in talent shows,
endured endless public appearances and ogling—often
from middle-aged men—in her
swimsuit. Lessons, too: posture, movement, diction.
At long last that fabled
runway.
There She Is, Miss America!
Bert Parks’s baritone, a reliable
roadster, engine turning over.
But this time it’s different. Historic, headlines shout.
Miss New York claims the
1984 crown, 20-year-old
Vanessa Williams, Syracuse
University coed—and first
black Miss America in the pageant’s 62 years. Gigantic: 53
million watch TV coronation.
Then, suddenly, crash! By
next July it’s finished, three
months early. Tabloid salaciousness: nude spread in
Penthouse. Miss New Jersey,
runner-up, takes the reins—
and the reign.
Decades later you wonder
why. Why did she pose for that
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Vanishing Honors Vanessa Williams, Miss America 1984, was
stripped of her crown when nude photos later surfaced.
Giovanni Troilo, an Italian photographer, forfeited a top photojournalism award earlier this year over a staged picture and issues with his other “news” photos.
photographer, someone she’d
worked for one summer as a
receptionist?
Fast forward to last March:
different pictures, different
award, different scandal. This
uproar, over a prestigious photojournalism prize in the World
Press Photo Contest, sponsored
by a Dutch group (see
<www.worldpressphoto.org>).
Like Williams, the winning
photographer, an Italian
named Giovanni Troilo, was
soon stripped of his honor. The
charges: he’d “staged” pictures
in his 10-photo portfolio, “The
Dark Heart of Europe.” Also,
he’d misrepresented some
shots’ locales and other details
(see Problematic Pix, next page).
Troilo's work centered on a
gritty industrial town—Chare-
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loi, Belgium—and its human
misery. But a French website
quickly revealed that at least
one “news” photo was a studio
shot. Other photos—unflattering portraits of townspeople—
similarly carried questionable
captions. Chareloi's residents,
and mayor, were outraged.
Contest officials investigated.
Curious problems doomed
one shot especially, as the New
York Times describes: “The controversy… focused on a photo
in which Mr. Troilo had photographed his cousin having sex
with a woman in the back of a
car, using a remote-control
flash to illuminate the steamy
back seat. By putting a flash in
the car, critics had said, Mr.
Troilo effectively staged the
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Problematic Pix Two of 10 photos Giovanni Troilo entered in the World Press Photo Contest.
Left: backseat sex, ruled a “staged” image (see text). Right: unflattering portrait of “J” from
Chareloi, Belgium; he hides guns in the forest to elude police, according to Troillo’s caption.
(More Troilo shots here: <http://tinyurl.com/puusogg>)
photo, violating the rules of the
contest.” Isn’t it romantic?
Photojournalism? When
your cousin, uh, performs for
your camera, and you’ve
rigged lighting inside a car,
had it driven to the scene for
the shoot?
Troilo's work was disqualified, and the runner-up, a
Dane, awarded the prize instead. (For more on Troilo’s
Chareloi photos, visit
<http://tinyurl.com/puusogg>)
Contest jurors also noted
something more troubling: this
year they’d had to spike one in
five entries overall because
photographers were changing
work substantially in postprocessing, adding or removing picture elements. A line
had been crossed many times,
a no-no for news photos.
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The World Press Photo organization and similar societies
have lately been grappling
over just where to draw that
line—defining authentic photojournalism—given how easily
digital images may be altered.
Jean-François Leroy heads
the annual French festival Visa
Pour l’Image, an international
tribute and conference for
news photographers. Recently
Leroy told a reporter that he
defines photojournalism as
strictly “witnessing the world.”
Which leaves little wiggle
room for Photoshop.
But it’s not about just Truth.
It’s also about business.
John Moore, a staff photographer with Getty Images,
weighed in in The Times’ Troilo
coverage: “It’s important to
have these discussions in the
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business, if we are going to
remain relevant in an age
when everyone with a phone
thinks they are a photojournalist. If we lose our credibility as
reliable and honest documentarians of the news, what else
do we really have left?”
Fact… or fiction? In literature, some best-selling novelists successfully meld both, yet
their books seem truer even
than pure fact. James Michener,
E.L. Doctorow, and Tom Wolfe
come to mind. Likewise, photographers have staged or finagled photographic “reality”
long before digital imaging
and Photoshop, sometimes
aiming to improve on truth.
If you follow this column,
you may recall an anecdote I
recounted two years back,
from a new biography of
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Mathew Brady, the Civil War
PhotoWordJumble
photographer.
by Sal Maci
One Brady associate, the
book told, had used army
Unscramble these five scrambled words, one letter to each
gravediggers to move the body
square, to form words pertaining to photography.
of a Confederate soldier across
a battlefield, prop his corpse
against a stone wall, then—for
an arresting composition—rearrange the man’s limbs to
look like he’d just been shot
and had reeled backwards.
Staging, 150 years ago.
What can we glean from
Vanessa Williams’ and
Giovanni Troilo's scandals,
their honors lost? Two truisms,
I think: that any publicity—even the bad kind—ultimately can turn good; and that
Now arrange the circled
when someone possesses talent
letters to form the answer
it will come to the fore anyway.
suggested by the clue.
Exhibit A: Vanessa Williams’ enviable career from
1984 on, in music, television,
theater and movies, Grammy
Last month’s answers: CROP, SPEED, SCREEN, FRESNEL, VIGNETTE.
awards, Emmy and Tony
Surprise answer: REVERSE ENGINEER
nominations. Likewise,
Giovanni Troilo has proved he
can shoot compelling pictures,
even if not quite “photojournalism.” His work has appeared
in Newsweek Japan, Der Spiegel,
GQ Italy, CNN, and Wired,
among other places. That is
how it is with talent.

Exercise This
If you are going to try crosscountry skiing,… start with
a small country.
Titanic 2015
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Gallery Watching
by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt
Early Soviet Photography, Early
Soviet Film; Jewish Museum,
1109 Fifth Avenue; through
January 7, 2016
by Ruth
What interested me most in
this very rich exhibit was the
relationship of artists, especially photographers, to their
government, during the years
spanning the Bolshevik revolution, in 1917, to Stalin’s consolidation of power at the end
of the 1920s.
It is beyond the scope of
this column to describe the
turbulent events of Russian
history in the 20th century,
except for listing some of them:
1905 Revolution; 1914 World
War I; 1917 Lenin’s return to
Russia from Western Europe in
the dramatic sealed train; the
Kerensky regime of 1917; the
ensuing Bolshevik revolution;
and Russia’s withdrawal from
World War I.
Lenin became the ‘dictator
of the proletariat’ in 1918. Civil
war and famine followed. After Lenin’s death, Stalin won
out in the power struggle with
Trotsky who was exiled in
1928, and murdered in Mexico
in 1940. The show trials and
the elimination of the old Bolsheviks characterized Stalin’s
cruel reign. It’s dizzying and
most upsetting: Stalin is be-
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lieved to have murdered more
people than Hitler did.
A flowering of the arts, especially innovations in photography and film typified the
early Soviet years, and leads us
to speculate on the relationship
between artists and their government. While the arts were
encouraged early on, by the
end of the 1920s, the government dictated what kind of art
was acceptable and many artists fell out of favor.
Many of the leading Bolsheviks and artists had lived in
Western European cities and
were influenced by modernist
movements. There was no interference from the early Soviet
government with experimentation by artists, especially since
artists aimed to establish their
work, called ‘Constructionism’,
in line with communist ideology. In photography that
meant new perspectives such
as diagonals, jagged angles
and an abstract use of light,
which paralleled the work of
Laszlo Moholy-Nagy in Germany’s Bauhaus, and influenced artists in many countries. The emphasis in film was
similar to that of photography,
shown with similar themes
and filmed in short takes.
As many of the artists were
members of the Jewish intelligentsia, and friends of Trotsky’s, they were viewed with
suspicion by Stalin’s circle. The
presence of Jewish artists also
suggests why this exhibit
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found a home in the Jewish
Museum. Due to Stalin’s need
for a more traditional and less
innovative style of representation, the Constructionists’
work fell out of favor. They
were eclipsed by the propagandistic ‘Socialist Realism’
style, prescribed for all artists
toward the late 1920s, and
which remained dominant until the fall of the Soviet Union
in 1989.
Socialist Realism emphasized that “the sight of a
healthy body, intelligent face or
friendly smile was essentially
life-enhancing,” and helped to
create the perfect new Soviet
man and woman.
We’ve all seen Socialist Realist photography, painting,
and sculpture. Musicians’
compositions, as well, were
prohibited from showing signs
of innovation. Shostakovich’s
opera, for example, was
banned and he fell out of favor
in the middle 1930s.

Socialist Realist sculpture, in
Vilnius, removed in 2015.
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In 1934 the Soviet government laid out the guidelines
for acceptable art: Socialist Realism must:
• be Proletarian art that is
relevant to the workers and
understood by them;
• contain typical scenes of
people’s everyday life;
• be realistic; and
• be supportive of the aims
of the State and the Communist Party.
The purpose of Socialist
Realism was to limit popular
culture to a specific, highly
regulated faction of creative
expression that promoted Soviet ideals. The party and the
government were of the utmost importance and were always to be favorably featured.
Key artistic concepts
needed to assure loyalty to the
party, and were to show the
ideal Soviet society. Not only
was the present glorified, but
the future also had to be depicted optimistically. Tragedy
and negativity in art were not
permitted as themes. An absurd example of where these
guidelines led was told, in
1962, by suicide researcher
Norman Farberow. He had
written to different governments in order to collect data
on suicide in their various
countries. He received a reply
to his request from Moscow,
informing him that in the Socialist Fatherland no one has
any cause to commit suicide!
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The Jewish Museum must
be congratulated on the immense and detailed research
that made this historic exhibit
possible. Go see it and check
out the free silent movies of
the times.

his photographic career he was
recognized beyond Russia as a
great innovator in the field.
Later, when innovation was
strangled and photography became part of a giant propaganda machine, some of his
work in the show seemed to
toe the line. For instance, he
was very good at showing athletic groups marching along in
great synchrony. Yet in the
early 1930s he was charged
with “bourgeois formalism”
and his work became censored
and banned from public
shows. What was going on?
Before delving into Rodchenko, though, I must say
that I found this exhibit both
fascinating and disturbing.
Sports Parade on Red Square
The inclusion of films and film
©1936 Alexander Rodchenko
posters of the period adds to
its richness. There was much
by Judy
good photography, even when
This exhibit features many
it became limited by Soviet
photographers whose names
strictures. But it made all too
are probably totally unfamiliar
clear how socialist realism, as
to most of us—-at least they
Ruth described it, can put a
were to me. But there was one
pretty face on an ugly reality.
photographer whose name
Alexander Rodchenko was
sounded slightly familiar and
born in 1891 in St. Petersburg
whose work, which was feato a working class family. His
tured throughout the show,
training was in art and he first
stood out as especially compelworked as an abstract artist,
ling: Alexander Rodchenko.
heavily influenced by Cubism
I decided to focus on him in
and Futurism.
this review, since his life spanIn 1915 he became a founned the arc from the avant
der of Russian Constructivism,
garde excitement of the early
which stipulated that through
Russian revolution to the horexploring the materials and
rors of the Stalin era. There
elements of art (line, color,
was a kind of mystery to him
etc.), socially useful purposes
as well: I learned that early in
for art might be found. A new,
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Stairs
©1930 Alexander Rodchenko

graphy at the time. He saw
photography as the medium
revolutionary aesthetic for a
of the future and wanted to
brave new world! It manifested take amazing photographs so
itself in geometric creations in it would be recognized as an
two and three dimensions.
art form.
Rodchenko not only
painted, but sculpted and designed posters for movies and
factories; his use of photomontage led him to photography.
His photo innovations flowed
from his abstract Constructivist
background: Exploring subjects from unusual angles—
from above and below, as well
as head-on—to give the viewer
a jolt. Adding dynamism
through the use of strong diagonals. Placing people in
Mother
highly patterned milieus, as in
©1924 Alexander Rodchenko
his photograph, “Stairs,” seen
in this show, which looks
Rodchenko also became a
down on a woman and her
wonderful portraitist: his phoshadow as she carries a child
tograph of his mother, newly
up wide stairs which form diliterate, reading a magazine,
agonal stripes across the horishows her face up close and
zontal plane.
head-on. She holds a lens to
His approaches, now mainher eye and her expression,
stream, were “firsts” in photo-
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furrowed brows echoing her
pursed lips, is unforgettable.
The exhibit contains more notable portraits by Rodchenko
and others. And here is where
we may see the answer to the
mystery noted above: Rodchenko did a series of portraits
of Young Pioneers in 1932
which featured, for instance,
the unsmiling face of a young
girl taken from below and a
trumpeter taken from just below his chin. The criticism
from the social realists was
scathing, ”the face of a normal
person has been transformed
into the face of a freak, and for
what?”
Rodchenko did himself in
because he strove to photograph honestly and create art
with his camera. Yet he still accepted the few commissions
that came his way. He has been
criticized for photographing
the construction of a canal joining the Baltic to the White Sea
using forced laborers, thousands of whom died in the
process, and praising its completion.
So some mystery remains
as to why he continued to be
used by and to serve the state
that excoriated him. In spite of
this, and even though he is less
well known than, say, CartierBresson, he stands as a key figure in 20th Century photography. His influence on the other
photographers in this excellent
exhibit is easy to discern.
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The Finer Points
of a Portfolio Review
by Karen Corrigan
Before it can be reviewed there
has to be a portfolio. A little too
obvious? Building a portfolio
can appear to be an overwhelming process. Yet, following certain steps before a portfolio review can prove beneficial to you rather than something daunting. At its simplest,
a portfolio is a container.
Whatever form it may take—
carrying case, or archival box
of prints, or electronic files—it
must include a thoughtful,
stringently-edited selection of
an image-marker’s best
work. One’s body of work may
consist of several portfolios. I
like to think of the portfolio
building process in terms of
three “C’s”: Confidence; Consistency; and Clarity.
First, why confidence? Ask
yourself why you want to participate in a portfolio review?
Somewhere back in the day,
you decided that you liked taking photographs; it was emotionally rewarding; you shared
your work with friends and
family. You are more comfortable with what to do with your
camera. You have accumulated
a sizable number of images,
developed preferences and a
distinctive style. Yet, feeling a
bit uncertain, you want some
concrete advice or feedback on
your work. You may wish to
have a solo exhibition, or pub-
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lish a book. A professional
portfolio review could provide
a fresh perspective and following any feedback could improve your skills and advance
you toward your goal. Your
workflow will go boldly and
confidently to the next step.
(TIP: Write an artist statement
describing the creation of your
images contained in the portfolio.
This will help to focus your
thoughts and enable you to talk
about your work with the reviewer
when seeking feedback.)
Second, consistency. It is an
absolutely important element
in a portfolio for beneficial
feedback. Review your photographic output to choose related images. (TIP: Use the grid
modes in Adobe Bridge or Lightroom, or similar software, to display selections in one place on the
computer screen.) The objective
is to identify themes or potential subjects with evident stories. This editing process is
helpful if you do not already
have a theme or narrative to
use for your portfolio. As you
do this, you will need to identify impactful images with
strong composition, excep-
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tional use of light, bold application of color or contrast, and
ones that convey a story or
feeling with which a reviewer
will quickly identify. Make
them laugh or leave them crying. Not quite, but that’s the
idea. Don’t be boring; don’t
emulate other image-maker’s
work. Be yourself; show what’s
on your mind.
So, the images should have
a unifying thread/theme/story
(either in the individual images
or a long-term project). Their
sequencing should be thoughtful and deliberate. I read
somewhere the advice to use a
rule of three: the first image
creates viewer expectation,
next one establishes a pattern,
and the third breaks the pattern to give the viewer an element of surprise. Continue sequencing your images in a
rhythmic flow.(TIP: Often viewing a slideshow several times will
reveal any hiccups in the flow.)
Definitely weed out all
weak images. Present only
your very best work samples:
avoid duplicate images, present no snapshots, no maybes
you’re emotionally attached to,
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In addition,
you will be
displaying
your confidence and
consistent
thoughts behind the presentation.
and no technically inadequate
Following your presentaimages. Show quality over
tion of either prints or elecquantity; strictly limit the
tronically displayed images (on
number of images. Bring to
mind what your objective is for a computer or iPad), a reviewer may ask what is your
doing the review, and be conobjective (why these particular
sistent. A portfolio presentation will reveal who you are as images?) before giving coman image-maker and your pas- ments or feedback. As suggested earlier, in order to
sion for photography.
channel any remarks, be preThird, clarity. It removes
pared to speak about your imthe fog from the mirror, so to
ages and convey their evoluspeak, and generally entails
handling the technical aspects tion or meaning (if required).
This step will vary based on
of a portfolio presentation
based on stated guidelines for the type of portfolio review.
Review the three “Cs.”
the review. Present the speciHave you confidently prefied number of images (if
sented a body of work with a
stated). Whether a portfolio’s
print orientation should be all consistent theme or narrative
horizontal or vertical, or a mix, that conveys something you
is a debated question. Use of a want to express and displays
border is a personal preference your passion for photography?
and typically optional. Ensure Are individual images impactthat electronic files are the cor- ful enough to permit the subrect file size and dimensions; in ject to be quickly identified, or
the recommended color space provoke an emotional response
in the viewer? Are the formal
(sRGB, AdobeRGB); and any
elements of the highest techniother given particulars. Howcal quality and clarity comever, whether print or electronic, all images should be ei- mensurate with your skills?
If the answers are “yes,”
ther in color OR black and
embrace that feeling of a comwhite. Following the guidelines will ensure a smooth, re- pleted undertaking. Use any
comments, advice, or feedback
warding reviewer and audience response to the portfolio. to further evolve your work.
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Seasonal Photo Ops
There are plenty of things to
photograph around the BIG
Apple this time of year. Some of
the one-time events are listed in
the Schedule of Activities
which starts on page 31 of this
issue of Photo Notes. Here are
some which are available for
you to shoot all season long:
•! holiday decorations and
store windows on many of
the streets and avenues of
the City including, but certainly not limited to Park,
Madison, Fifth, and Sixth
Avenues, 34th, 42nd, and
57th Streets, and (of course)
Broadway;

•! the over-the-top private
home decorations in the
Dyker Heights section of
Brooklyn (among others);
•! many of the City’s parks including Central, Riverside,
and Prospect, especially if
there is snow on the ground;
•! ice skating rinks in Central
Park (there are two of ‘em)
and at Rockefeller Center;
•! the Big Apple Circus at Lincoln Center;
• ! and so much more.
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Building History

• Fallingwater, Mill Run, PA

Batteries

by Chuck Pine
Architecture is a classic
photographic subject. You can
find buildings to shoot across
this city, country, and the
world. Sometimes, though, a
particular structure has (or
• Guggenheim Museum, New
had) an important role to play
York City, NY
in our history. Here are a few
• Hearst Castle, San Simeon,
suggestions for you to consider
CA
as you travel across the U.S.
• Alcatraz, San Francisco, CA

• The Big Duck, Flanders
(Long Island), NY
• Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde
National Park, CO

• Corn Palace, Mitchell, SD
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• The Parthenon, Nashville,
TN
• The Space Needle, Seattle,
WA

• Air Force Academy Chapel,
Colorado Springs, CO
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There are three basic kinds of
batteries used in photography
equipment these days. They all
have their own specific uses:
1. Alkaline dry-cells such as
Duracell and Energizer (the
bunny batteries). They typically come in AA, AAA, C, D,
9-volt, and button sizes,
among others. These are used
in gear like flash attachments,
flashlights, and the like. After
use, these must be disposed of
in a proper fashion.

2. Rechargeable dry-cells, also
known as nickel metal hydride
(NiMH) and nickel cadmium
(NiCad). They come in most of
the same sizes and have similar uses to alkaline cells—but
they can be recharged and reused seemingly endlessly.
3. Lithium-ion batteries are
rechargeable and are usually
referred to as lithium or lithium polymer (LiPo) batteries.
They are also known as secondary lithium. These are the
ones found in most modern
cameras, especially DSLRs,
mirrorless, and advanced
point-and-shoots.
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PhotoShopping

Now go to the Menu Bar at the
by Chuck Pine top of the screen and click on
Filter > Camera Raw Filter or
type Shift + Command + A
Reducing Overexposure
[Shift + Control + A].
Here’s a shot I took last year at
When the Camera Raw winthe Homestead Rodeo. I liked
dow opens…
it quite a bit… But, that white
hat, right in the middle of the
image, has no detail. Here’s
one method for correcting the
picture and adding detail to
the hat (or other white areas,
especially clothing).
Move the Saturation Slider all
the way to the left (-100) and
then move the Contrast Slider
(to the left) and the Clarity
Slider (to the right) until you
get the details/texture that
suits your image. Click OK.

Start out by creating a Merged
Layer on top of all the existing
layers by typing Shift + Option + Command + E all at the
same time (you don’t need to
be an octopus to do this, but it
helps). [That’s Shift + Alt +
Control + E on a computer
running Windows.]

While holding down the
Option [Alt] Key, click on the
Add Layer Mask Icon (the circle in the square) at the bottom
of the Layers Panel to add a
black mask over the image.
Finally, with a white, softedged brush, paint over the
area(s) in which you want to
reveal the newly created
textures/details.

Photo Tips
Change this new layer’s Blend
Mode to Luminosity.

Always shoot in RAW…
A-L-W-A-Y-S.
Go outside and shoot photos
rather than spending hours a
day on photography forums.
Alcohol and photography do
not mix well.
Capture the decisive moment
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Inquiries

photosite) is a glass that can be
Now, lets say that you use
by Chuck Pine empty, half full, full, or overlarger glasses that can hold 128
flowing with water.
oz of water. This gives you
I’ve seen cameras advertise that
three more stops of water, or a
their sensor can capture a wider
dynamic range of 8-stops.
dynamic range than other camYou want a greater dyeras—the new Sony α7R II, for
namic range? Just keep increasexample, with its ballyhooed backlit sensor. How is the dynamic
ing the size of the glasses. You
range of a sensor measured, and
can keep doing this until you
The empty glass has no wahow does it vary among cameras?
run out of room on the table
ter in it—it is dry. This com(or get a bigger table).
Dynamic range is one of the pares to a photosite with no
The same thing happens on
light hitting it—it is black (no
most complicated concepts in
a sensor. Bigger photosites can
photography. But, here we go, details). Put an amount of wahold more light. increasing the
ter in the next glass, two
anyway…
dynamic range of the sensor.
Simply put, dynamic range ounces, say—this equates to a
How do you achieve this in a
is a ratio between the brightest very dark gray. In the next
digital camera? Use a larger
glass, double the water, now
area and the darkest area. It
sensor.
four ounces—equal to a lighter
can refer to camera sensors,
This is why DSLRs have
digital projectors, printing pa- gray. Continue filling the
greater dynamic range than
glasses in this manner— simipers, and other photographic
point-and-shoot cameras—
lar to lighter and lighter shades
devices and processes.
they have larger sensors that
of gray—until the glass is
Dynamic range, like most
can support more and larger
full—the whitest white that the
photographic quantities, is
photosites.
measured in stops. Each stop is sensor can record. Any addiModern full-frame cameras,
twice the amount as the previ- tional water just spills out onto
DSLRs and mirrorless models
the table—just like an overexous stop and half the amount
(like the above mentioned
posed area of an image (also
of the next stop.
Sony α7R II), have a dynamic
Think of a one-stop change with no details).
range of anywhere from 10- to
Let’s say the fifth glass was
in shutter speed. From 1/60 sec
14-stops. Compare this to old
filled in this way—from 0 oz to
to 1/30 sec, for example, is
slide films with a dynamic
16 oz of water. This is a 5-stop
twice the time and, therefore,
range of 5.5-stops, or to negalets in twice as much light. This dynamic range. Since you can’t
tive films which max out at
is a one-stop change. The same have less than nothing in the
around 11.5-stops.
holds true with aperture/f-stop first glass, this is the darkest
By the way, the human eye
black your image can have.
and ISO settings.
can distinguish a dynamic
That’s the definition. Here, Since you can’t have more than
range of somewhere around
16 oz in a glass, this is pure
now, is an explanation…
24-stops.
white. You have only three
Let’s imagine that each
pixel on a sensor (also called a stops of gray in between.
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PSA Annual Conference

Accessory Quiz
Can you name this photo
accessory? No prizes, just a
fun challenge! Send your
guesses to the Club’s address <pwccny@aol.com>
Googling not permitted—on
your honor!

See the answer next month
in PWCC’s Photo Notes.
Last Month’s Answer

This is the business end of a
calibration tool—the Datacolor Spyder 4, to be precise.
It is used to calibrate monitors, laptop screens, digital
projectors, and similar
equipment. In combination
with the proper software,
this is the best way to calibrate your gear throughout
your digital workflow.

The Photographic Society of
America’s 78th annual international conference will take
place in San Antonio Texas
next year. The dates are Saturday, September 10 through
Saturday, September 17, 2016.
The meetings will take
place at the Wyndham San
Antonio Riverwalk, located at
111 East Pecan Street, but there
are plenty of other places of
lodging in the area from which
you can choose.
There are hundreds of
activities including workshops,
presentations, contests, trips,
vendors booths, social events,
and much, much, more. (If you
thought the New England
Camera Club Council Conference in Amherst, MA was incredible—then you ain’t seen
nothin’ yet!
Full information is available from the PSA website at
<www.psa-photo.org>
Specific details and on-line
registration should be on the
website in the near future.
Keep checking back if you’re
interested.

Riverwalk

Alamo and other Missions

Amusement Parks

Last Month’s Correct
Answerers…
The only correct answer last
month was submitted by
Bill Apple.
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:

Thursday, November 19
Shooting Macro
Speaker: Alex Podstawski

Tuesday, November 10
Color in Lightroom
Speaker: Tim Grey
Thursday, November 19
HDR Photography
Speaker: Tim Cooper

Choo Choo
One famous photographer of
the last half century was O.
Winston Link. He made his
fame and fortune shooting locomotives (mostly steam) and
the trains they pulled. It’s also
one of the most photographed
subjects throughout most of
the country to this day. Here’s
a list of some full-scale railroads still in operation.

Wednesday, November 11
New York City
Speaker: Janko Puls

Monday, November 23
The Feral Photographer
Speaker: Mel DiGiacomo
Monday, November 16
Dramatic Portraits
Speaker: Chris Knight

!

Monday, November 16
Suburbia & The City
Speaker: Meryl Meisler

November 2015

Check out the B&H website at
<www.bhphoto.com> for all
the details as well as a complete list of additional presentations, and to register for the
course(s) of your choice. Please
note, they do accept walk-ins
for events that have not
reached capacity. The B&H
Event Space is located on the
second floor of their SuperStore, at 420 9th Avenue.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Grand Canyon Railway, AZ
Blue Ridge Scenic Railway, GA
Hocking Valley Scenic RR, OH
Napa Valley Wine Train, CA
Adirondack Scenic RR, NY
Essex Steam Train, CT

Great Smoky Mtns. RR, NC
Mount Rainier Scenic RR, WA
Cape Cod Central RR, MA
White Pass & Yukon RR, AK
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Nat Geo NYC Workshop

The workshops are scheduled for May 12-15, 2016 and
National Geographic ExpediSeptember 22-25, 2016. Both
tions will be hosting two 4-day are limited to only 25 particiadvanced photo workshops in pant—so register early. There
the BIG Apple next year. The
are two-and-a-half days of
leader of both will be Joe
shooting and another day of
McNally. Joe is an internation- photo activities.
ally acclaimed photographer
The itinerary includes
whose career has spanned 30
Times Square, Central Park,
years and included assignUnion Square, Washington
ments in more than 50 counSquare, Greenwich Village, and
tries. He has been a contributor a special on-location lighting
to National Geographic for more demonstration with models
than two decades.
and props.
The cost of the workshop is
either $1,995 (without a hotel
room) or $2,870 (with a hotel
room). Workshop prices are
per person; price with hotel is
based on double occupancy.
For a single room, add $875.
All workshop costs include a
Is this advanced workshop welcome and farewell dinner.
The workshop will be quarfor you?
tered at the New York Marriott
• Are you comfortable with
Downtown, 85 West Street (@
your camera and all of its
Albany Street), near the 9/11
manual settings?
Memorial, Freedom Tower, and
• Do you have professionalBattery Park City.
level editing software (LightFor more information and
room, Aperture, Photo Meto sign-up on-line, go to
chanic, Bridge) downloaded
<www.nationalgeographicexpedi
onto your laptop computer
and are you proficient in using tions.com/expeditions/new-york
-advanced-photo-workshop>
it?
• Do you seek to further develop your photographic style
or voice?
• Do you have an interest in
learning the nuances of flash
photography?
• Are you passionate about
taking your photography to
the next level?
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Smartphone Workshop
For those who want a different
kind of photo workshop, National Geographic Expeditions
will be hosting two 2-day
Smartphone photo workshops
later in the year. The leader of
both of these will be Ed Kashi.
Ed is an award-winning photojournalist and filmmaker who
has produced seventeen stories
for National Geographic.
This workshop focuses on
the technical aspects of how to
get the best images from your
smartphone while also delving
into the creative side of smartphone photography. Learn
about exposure, composition,
artistic vision, creative apps,
and storytelling during talks
and edit-and-critique sessions.
With your smartphone in
hand, go on photo shoots into
Manhattan to photograph
street life amid well-loved
landmarks from Times Square
and the Highline to Central
Park and everything inbetween.
The dates are June 4-5, 2016
and October 29-30, 2016, cost
$995 (without hotel), and include a farewell dinner.
For more information and
to sign-up on-line, go to
<www.nationalgeographicexpedi
tions.com/expeditions/new-york
-city-smartphone-photographyworkshop>
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for
holidays and a curtailed summer schedule). Please join us at
a meeting or on one of our
other scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
All meetings begin at 7
p.m. sharp unless otherwise
indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and
Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.
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* Monday, November 9!
Across the Pond
As you probably know, the
Club has been in negotiations
with the Hartlepool Camera
Club in northern England
about sharing images. We’ve
created a show of some sixtyodd images and we’ll be sending it to them. They have also
put together a show of their
images to send to us. Tonight,
we’ll be enjoying both shows
and amassing some comments
to send back to Hartlepool on
what we thought of their images. If time permits, we may
also look at a few member
portfolios and do some selfanalysis on how the images
work as a unit.

* Tuesday, November 10
Field Trip—Garment District
New York City is arguably the
fashion capital of the United
States and the world. The industry generates over $14 billion in annual sales, and sets
design trends which are mirrored worldwide. The core of
the industry is Manhattan’s
Garment District, where the
majority of the city’s major
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fashion labels operate showrooms and execute the fashion
process from design and production to wholesaling. No
other city has a comparable
concentration of fashion businesses and talent in a single
district. And we’re going to
photograph it all—from the
haute couture showrooms to
the thread and thimble shops.
Let’s shoot it all before this industry vanishes from the Big
Apple. We’ll meet in front of
M&J Trimmings, 1008 6th Avenue, at 38th Street, at 1 p.m.
Sign up at any Club meeting or
by contacting the leader: Harriet Josephs—347-453-4501 or
at <hjosephs@ymail.com>
Please contact Harriet if you
need to cancel.
* Thursday, November 12
Expanding Visions 21—Mini
This is the first assignment and
field trip of the Expanding
Visions 21—Mini class. We will
meet at 3 p.m. in front of The
Globe at Columbus Circle (59th
Street and Broadway) For the
assignment, “Four Corners,”
we will photograph a variety
of subjects in the area. Each
will be shot five times using
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roof and fired off two quick
rolls before the sun set. That
was it. I was hooked” Be sure
to see more of Jordan’s images
at <www.jordanmatter.com>
* Monday, November 16
The curtain raiser for tonight is
Guest Speaker—Jordan Matter PWCC’s very own president
Tonight’s guest photographer, emeritus, Chuck Pine.
different placements in each
Jordan Matter, started out in
picture. [PWCC members only]
* Wednesday, November 18
life as a baseball player
Print Workshop
(through college) and then as
* Friday, November 13
an actor. In her own words, “I All Club members are invited
Field Trip—Red Hook
never planned to be a profesto bring a dozen or so prints
Hot, hot, hot! That’s the way to sional photographer.…One
for this Club event. Bring them
describe this up-and-coming
for an honest, but gentle, crisection of Brooklyn. Red Hook
tique of your work. This workhas been part of the Town of
shop has limited space. Sign
Brooklyn since it was organup in advance with Lee Backer
ized in the 1600s. It is named
at <leebacker@gmail.com> or
for the red clay soil and the
212-662-6740 to get the address
point of land projecting into
for this 7 p.m. meeting. The
the Upper New York Bay. Red
workshop leader is photograHook was the home of the
pher and ICP printing instrucoriginal Fort Defiance during
tor, Nancy Sirkis.
the Revolutionary War period.
Today, it is home to Ikea, a
Wednesday, November 18
Fairway Market, and more gasPhoto Event—Sierra Photo
tronomic wonders than you
The New York City Sierra
can count. We’ll meet in front
Club’s Photography Commitof the Ikea Ferry Landing in
tee is holding its meeting to© Jordan Matter
Brooklyn at 2:30 p.m. Catch the
night. The guest photographer
first ferry from Pier 11, Slip A
for this evening is Andy Katz.
at 2 p.m. This pier is located at day I was at a friend’s house,
looking through her headshots. Andy’s love of photography
the end of Wall Street at the
takes him around the globe.
East River. Sign up at any Club Not one photograph said the
slightest thing about her. They From the deserts of Namibia to
meeting or by contacting the
leader: Natalie Manzino— 917- were very generic, very studio, the disappearing Jewish World
of Eastern Europe to the rolland very boring. When she
ing hills of the California wine
told me what she had paid, I
country, his subjects range as
almost choked on my Starbroadly as his travels and adbucks. Outrageous! I’ve been
ventures. Each journey for
the victim of that a few times
myself. The next day I grabbed Katz is a new exploration of
my camera, took her up to the images. Katz is a Sony Artisan
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757-7086 or via e-mail at
<bklynnat@hotmail.com>
Please contact Natalie if you
have to cancel.
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of situations and environments. [PWCC members only]
* Monday, November 23
Workshop—iPhone Artistry
Tonight’s guest, Dan Burkholder, was one of the first
photographic artists to em© Andy Katz
brace digital technology in the
early 1990s. True to his love of
of Imagery, one of only seven
the traditional photograph,
photographers representing
Dan uses digital technology to
Sony’s new cameras. The meet- build images that still look and
ing, open to the general public, feel like real photographs, not
begins at 6:30 p.m. A $7 donation is collected upon entry.
The NYC Sierra Club Photography Committee meets at the
Metropolitan Opera Guild, on
the 6th floor of the Rose Building at Lincoln Center. The address is 70 Lincoln Center
Plaza, located on the north
© Dan Burkholder
side of West 65th Street, between Broadway and Amster- like something from a graphic
dam Avenue, closer to Amster- designer’s portfolio. Melding
dam. From the street level, take his unique vision with mastery
the stairs, elevator, or escalator of both the wet and digital
darkrooms, his platinum prints
up one level and proceed
are now included in many muthrough the revolving doors
into the lobby to get the eleva- seum and private collections.
Then, again, when the smarttor up to the 6th floor.
phone became of age, Dan was
first on the scene boldly going
* Thursday, November 19
Expanding Visions 21—Mini where no photographer had
gone before—iPhoneography!
This is the second assignment
Dan has taught classes and
and field trip of the Expanding
workshops at the School of the
Visions 21—Mini class. We will
Art Institute of Chicago, the
meet at 3 p.m. at the entrance
lnternational Center of Photogto Central Park (72nd Street
raphy in New York, the Uniand Central Park West) For the
versity of Texas at San Antoassignment, “Portability,” we
nio, the Museum of Photowill each bring an object and
graphic Arts in San Diego, and
photograph it in a wide variety
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others. Be sure to see more of
Dan’s imagery on his website
<www.danburkholder.com>
Wednesday, November 25
Photo Op—Balloons Galore
Do you remember the opening
scene of the movie Miracle on
34th Street (the original one)
where Natalie Wood is enjoying the pre-parade excitement
of the Macy*s extravaganza?
Would you like to experience
the same joy and wonderment,
as well as the photographic
possibilities? Then head up to
the American Museum of
Natural History via the B or C
train, or take the #1 train to
79th Street and walk to the
Museum. On both 77th Street
and 81st Street, from Central
Park West to Columbus Avenue, all of the balloons in
Macy*s annual Thanksgiving
Day parade will be in the process of inflation. Starting in the
mid-afternoon, and going on
all night, you will find plenty
to photograph. Be sure to bring
a zoom lens and a flash attachment to get the best opportunities. There are plenty of
places to grab a bite to eat and
warm up between shooting.
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Thursday, November 26!
Photo Op—
Thanksgiving Day Parade
Before you settle down for a
Thanksgiving feast, come in
person to shoot the 87th annual Macy*s Thanksgiving Day
Parade as it marches from the
Museum of Natural History
down Central Park West and
then 6th Avenue to Herald
Square. The parade will feature
performances by the Rockettes,
Broadway stars, and high
school marching bands, as well
as dozens of colorful floats and
gigantic helium balloons. Santa
Claus brings up the rear of the
parade, kicking off the 2015
holiday (shopping) season. For
additional information go to
<www.macys.com/parade> If
you’d like to meet up with
other PWCCers to shoot the
parade, why not use the Club’s
Yahoo e-mail group?
* Monday, November 30!
Business Meeting #2

* Monday, November 30!
Competition Entry Deadline

will be decorated with more
than 30,000 multi-colored,
Please note that PDI entries are energy-efficient LED lights,
and crowned by a Swarovski
due by midnight tonight for
star. The tree will be lit for the
next week’s competition.
first time tonight. The ceremony, with live and taped perTuesday, December 1
formances, will be from 7 to 9
Photo Event—
p.m. The Tree will remain lit
Soho Photo Opening
and can be viewed until 8 p.m.
This month’s exhibit opens to- on January 6, 2015.
night with a reception from 6
to 8 p.m. The specifics of the
* Thursday, December 3
exhibit have not yet been anExpanding Visions 21—Mini
nounced. The gallery is open
Tonight is the final meeting of
for viewing Wednesdays
Expanding Visions 21—Mini. It
through Sundays from 1 to 6
is the review session in which
p.m., until 8 p.m. on Fridays,
by appointment, and on Mon- we will share our images from
day evenings at our Club meet- the two assignments/field
ings. For more info on this and trips and from the term project.
Please refer to the Class Notes
other exhibits, go to the webfor details on what to bring to
site at <www.sohophoto.com
the review. This session is
scheduled to begin at 7 p.m.
and will take place at the home
of the instructor, Chuck Pine.
See page 37 in this issue of
Photo Notes for the address and
directions.

There’s always plenty of excitement in the air. at our business meetings. We accomplished quite a bit at our first
business meeting of the season,
but there’s still plenty more on
the agenda. After all the busiWednesday, December 2
ness we always end the evePhoto Op—Tree Lighting
ning with refreshments and
The Rockefeller Center Christsocializing. Don’t miss it!
mas Tree is a world-wide symbol of the holidays in New
York City. Once the tree arrives
and is hoisted into position in
front of 30 Rockefeller Plaza, it
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Sunday, December 6 to
Sunday, December 13
Photo Op—Menorah Lighting
Everything is bigger in New
York City, including the
world’s largest Hanukkah menorah. This 32-foot-tall, twoton candelabra is lit by a cherry
picker. The nightly lighting
ceremonies will be accompanied by folk dancing and sufganiyot (holiday jelly doughnuts). It all takes place at
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with the competition promptly
at 7 p.m. PDI entries must be
submitted by midnight one
week prior to today—November 30th. Just a reminder, you
may enter up to four images in
tonight’s competition, but no
more than two in either cateManhattan’s Grand Army
gory. Tonight’s judge is Nir
Plaza, 59th Street and 5th AveArieli. Nir launched his career
nue. The candle lightings genas a military photographer for
erally take place at 5:30 p.m.,
the Israeli journal Bamachane,
though Friday’s is around 3:30
before receiving a scholarship
p.m. and Saturday’s at 8 p.m.,
to pursue a BFA at New York’s
bookending the Sabbath. As in
School of Visual Arts—he
previous years, on Sunday
graduated with honors. Nir’s
evening, a special celebration
photographic passion is within
will include live music, singing
the portraiture and dance
and dancing, “Hanukkah Gelt”
fields. He is an admirer of gen(chocolate coins) for the chiltleness, beauty that embodies a
dren, and hot “latkes” (potato
pancakes) for everyone. This is
a free event. By the way, similar events take place in Brooklyn’s Grand Army Plaza as
well as other places around the
Metropolitan area.

his website which may be
found at <www.nirarieli.com>
Wednesday, December 9!
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting
Professional Women Photographers is a group of women
photographers who network
and share their images and experiences. Tonight’s meeting is
the annual holiday party and
show-and-share. The meetings
are held at the Metropolitan
Opera Guild, in the Samuel B.
& David Rose Building, 70 Lincoln Center Plaza (65th Street
between Broadway and Amsterdam Avenue) The doors
open at 6:00 p.m. and the meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. There is
a $10 fee for non-members of
the organization.
* Thursday, December 10
Projected Image Workshop

All Club members are invited
© Nir Arieli
to attend this PDI workshop.
Please note, however, there
sense
of
conflict,
and
physical
have been some changes made
Tonight is the third competiintelligence.
Nir’s
work
has
to the format we will
tion of the new year. Who will
been
published,
exhibited,
and
follow.See the article on the
win the top honors? What will
collected
internationally.
His
the judge say about your images? Will you agree? The only New York clients include the
way to find out the answers to Juilliard School, The Alvin
Ailey school, The School of
these probing questions is to
come on down and enter. Full Visual Arts, Time Out NY,
Bloomingdales, Cedar Lake
rules are available from the
Contemporary Ballet, Gallim
Competition or the Membership Committees at any meet- Dance, Pontus Lidberg, Jonah
Bokaer, MADboots, Shannon
ing. Remember, print entries
must be submitted by 6:45 p.m. Gillen + Guests, Hewman colso that we may get under way lective among others. You can
see and read more about Nir at
* Monday, December 7
Monthly Competition
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bottom of page ?? of this issue
of Photo Notes for the details.
Bring up to five images (on a
flash drive) for an honest, but
gentle, critique of your work
and to get some instruction on
how your images may be improved. We start at 7 p.m. The
doors open at 6:30 p.m. so you
may enter your images. (Please
don’t arrive any earlier.) All
this will take place at the home
of Chuck and Helen Pine. See
page 11 for the address and directions.

20th century. Today, and since
1985, Mary oversees the Archive. She will share with us
images and stories about her
famed parents. You can see and
learn more about the archive at
<www.orkinphoto.com> The
curtain raiser for this evening
will be PWCC member and cochair of the Field Trip Committee, Paul Grebanier.
Wednesday, December 16!
Photo Event—Sierra Photo

The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Commit* Monday, December 14
tee is holding its holiday party
Guest Speaker—Mary Engel and meeting this evening. For
Tonight’s program is a little
tonight, members and guests
different from what we usually may bring up to eight images
see at Park West. Mary Engel is to share with the group. Iman award-winning filmmaker
ages may be either film slides
in her own right, but she is also or projected digital images
the archivist of the Orkin/
(sized and labeled properly).
Engel Film and Photo Archive. Images must be of natural subjects and may be of landscapes,
wildlife, etc. There will be
plenty of snacks and drinks for
all. See the listing under November 18th for additional information.
* Monday, December 21!
PWCC Holiday Party

American Girl in Italy
©1951 Ruth Orkin
Ruth Orkin and Morris Engel
were Mary’s parents. They
were both leading photographers and filmmakers of the
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Time to check your calendar
and make your plans to attend
Park West’s annual holiday
party. Come celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
New Year’s, et al. Details may
be found in this issue of Photo
Notes on page 10. The party
will take place at the home of
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Chuck and Helen Pine. See below for the address and directions to the Pine’s.
* Monday, December 28
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Have a happy and safe new
year—filled with good health
and even better photography
experiences!
* Monday, December 29!
Competition Entry Deadline
Please note that PDI entries are
due tonight for next week’s
competition.
Thursday, December 31
Photo Ops—New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Eve in Central
Park is a winter wonderland.
In addition to the trees, the
lights, and all the usual photo
subjects, and maybe some
snow, tonight there are both a
midnight run and midnight
fireworks. Be sure to dress for
the weather: the cold and the
(possible) snow. Don’t forget to
keep your equipment warm
and dry, too. And don’t forget
the ball dropping in Times
Square, and…

Happy New Year!
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Directions to Soho Photo
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas and West
Broadway. Take the #1 train to
the Franklin Street station (one
stop below Canal Street). Walk
one block north on West Broadway to White street, make a right
turn, and walk half a block to the
gallery. Take the A, C, or E train
to the Canal Street station. Walk
south on Sixth Avenue/Church
Street 3 blocks to White Street,
make a right turn, and walk half
a block to the gallery. Although a
little bit longer walk, take any
other train to Canal Street, walk
west to Church Street, and follow
the directions immediately above.
Street parking is limited.
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Directions to the Pine’s
at 680 West End Avenue at 93rd
Street, Apartment 5D: Take the
#1, 2, or 3, trains to 96th Street
(exit at the south end of the station) or the M7, M11, or M104
bus to 93rd/94th Streets. From the
train or bus, walk the few steps to
93rd Street, make a right turn and
head west to the apartment entrance on the corner of West End
Avenue and West 93rd Street. If
you are coming by car, street parking is limited but there are several
garages in the area.
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