Camera Club

November 2016

PHOTO NOTES

Park West

This Issue

Volume 80 • Issue 3

Club News......................................2 - 24
Photography News......................25 - 32
Exhibits, Workshops, Etc............33 - 35
Schedule of Activities..................36 - 42
Complete Index...................................42
complete listings on last page

November 2016

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

1

Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing on the internet.

Contact Information
Website
www.parkwestcameraclub.org
E-Mail Address
pwccny@aol.com
Club Mailing Address
319 West 16 Street, #1
NY, NY 10011
Photo Notes Mailing Address
680 West End Avenue, #5D, NY, NY 10025
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myrnahc@aol.com
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John Brengelman
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Karen Corrigan
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daisydover@aol.com
House

Marty Smith
347 703 3905
marty@panix.com

Membership
Marlene Schonbrun
212 662 3107
marlenesch7@gmail.com
Elena Pierpont
212 956 4515
epier10494@aol.com
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
212 932 7665
bohpin@aol.com
Program
Marilyn Fish-Glynn
212 685 8784
mfishglynn@yahoo.com
Social
917-757-7086

Natalie Manzino
bklynnat@hotmail.com

Website
Michael Schleiff
917 359 6823
mrschleiff@gmail.com
Workshop
Tom Quackenbush
917 608 1923
tomgq220@hotmail.com

Club Oﬃcers
President
Ed Lee
212 255 9678 elee950021@gmail.com
V. President
Michael Schleiff
917 359 6823 mrschleiff@gmail.com
Corres. Sec.
Helen Bohmart Pine
212 932 7665 bohpin@aol.com
Rec. Sec.
Christine Doyle
212 595 4920 christinedoyle52@gmail.com

Cover Photo
Blue Sail
by Chuck Pine ©2016

Treasurer
Maria Fernandez
908 447 8075 mariadigiworks@gmail.com
Pres. Emeritus
Chuck Pine
212 932 7665 bohpin@aol.com
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President’s Message

Ken Rockwell’s popular
highlighting websites which
long-time website highlights
are more relevant to fine art
With the brisk and cold weath- his photography, commentary, photography and technique.
er upon us, it’s the start of the and reviews of photo and audio gear, as well as equipment Best wishes,
holiday season, displays, and
sales. For us shutterbugs, it’s a from previous generations.
<www.kenrockwell.com>
good time to check into those
The go-to website for full
photo items we’ve coveted all
year long. Before you know it, coverage on photographic
equipment news, comments,
“Black Friday” and “Digital
interviews, full reviews, and
Monday” banners will be on
all your photo related e-mails. extensive reader forums is
Besides cameras and lenses <www.dpreview.com>
These websites are mostly
many photographers will find
bargain prices for their favorite equipment-oriented, and to
support their site they ask their
software. Adobe has just released Photoshop Elements 15 readers to buy through their
links. However, they also have
and if you have an older vergems of commentary and dission or just like keeping up
cussion. In the future, I'll be
with the latest features, it’s
available from Walmart for
$59.99. Likewise, other compaPhoto Notes
nies are offering upgrades and
discounts.
Publisher:
Ed Lee
One of my favorite webEditor:
Chuck Pine
sites is: <www.PetaPixel.com>
This site sends out a daily eCommittee:
Bill Apple, Elsa Blum, Madeleine
mail, compiling photography
Barbara, Ann Broder, Meg Darnell, Ruth Formanek,
related stories and links of
Gladys Hopkowitz, Hedy Klein, Paul Perkus, Elena
gear, photographers, DIYs,
Pierpont, Helen Pine, and Judy Rosenblatt
how-to’s, feature stories,
breaking news, and upcoming
Contributors: Bill Apple, John Brengelman, Christine
events.
Doyle, Paul Grebanier, Myrna Harrison-Changar, Ed
Thom Hogan, veteran phoLee, Sal Maci, Dottie Mills, and Chuck Pine
tographer, follows and comments on developments with
Photo Notes is produced on a MacBook Pro
DSLRs, mainly Nikons and
using iWork Pages and Adobe Photoshop.
Canons, mirrorless and film
cameras. <www.bythom.com>
All uncredited images are royalty-free clip art or otherwise
He also leads photo safaris to
believed to be in the public domain.
Africa and South America,
Credited images remain the sole property of their
providing teaching points and
copyright holders—all rights reserved.
tips, relating the good points
and pitfalls.

Ed

byThom
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You’re Invited to a Party

We’ll start serving dinner
around 7 p.m. Members are
expected to pitch in and help—
It’s that time of the year! Time
you will be asked to sign up
to mark your calendar and
with the Social Committee for
make your plans to attend
either set-up of the buffet taPark West Camera Club’s anbles, KP-duty during the party,
nual holiday party.
and/or clean-up after the fesThis event is scheduled for
We’ll be keeping a list (and tivities have concluded. Please
Monday night, December 19th.
This year’s Holiday Party will checking it twice) to make sure do not arrive prior to 6:30
who’s coming to our party
p.m.)
take place in the home of the
Pines (Chuck and Helen)—680 (both naughty and nice). Send
an e-mail if you’d like to atWest End Avenue, corner of
93rd Street, apartment 5D. Di- tend (or if you can’t make it—
so we know you got this mesrections may be found at the
sage) to <pwccny@aol.com>
end of the Schedule of ActiviThere will be a charge of
ties on page 42.
$15 per person to cover the
costs of the food, paper and
plastic goods, beverages, and a
few other essentials. Your
payment may be given to Helen at a Club meeting (she will
Bring your family. Bring
be accepting your cash or
your friends. Bring your apcheck—made out to PWCC) or
petite. We’ll provide the holiyou may mail your money
day cheer(fulness).
(checks only, please) to Helen
This year, our party will be
Pine at 680 West End Avenue,
catered with Italian food from
NY, NY 10025. Be sure you
Carmine’s (or possibly Buca di
send it in time to arrive well
Beppo) including salad, pasta,
before the party.
and a couple of main courses.
In addition, we’ll be providing
hors d’oeuvres (both hot and
cold), desserts (both fingerand fork-food), and beverages
(both alcoholic and soft drinks)
fit for royalty.
As a special surprise (well,
not any more!), our hosts will
All in all, this is one of the
be roasting a holiday turkey
yearly Club events that noand preparing all the trimbody should miss.
mings to go with it.
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Images of the Month
November 2016
by John Brengelman

PDI-of-the-Month
I Made It All By Myself by Ed Lewit

Honor PDIs
No Parking by Bill Apple
A Long Way Down by Ed Lewit
Keukenhoff Fog by Natalie Manzino
Jeté by Chuck Pine
Tour Bus by Larry Sapadin
OY by Marty Smith

© Ed Lewit

Print-of-the-Month
Budir Black Church by Dinorah Capota

Honor Prints
The Catch by Sarah Corbin
Riding High by Alice Somma

© Dinorah Capota
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Cumulative Point Totals
through November 2016
by John Brengelman

Prints
Dinorah Capota
Alice Somma
John Brengelman
Hedy Klein
Natalie Manzino
Sarah Corbin
Oggy Doytchinov
Paul Grebanier
Paula Paterniti
Elena Pierpont
Sal Maci
George Hansen
Bill Apple
Madeleine Barbara
Ann Broder
Anna Cortez
Ed Lewit
Jerry Vogel
Larry Rubin
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36
28
26
26
26
22
22
22
22
22
20
16
14
14
8
8
8
8
4

PDIs
Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!
Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thank-you
to our judge, Jim Cummins, for his comments
about our images.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!
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Ed Lewit
Chuck Pine
Harriet Josephs
Larry Sapadin
Natalie Manzino
Carole de Beer
Bill Apple
Madeleine Barbara
Christine Doyle
Rita Russo
Marty Smith
John Brengelman
Dinorah Capota
George Hansen
Paula Paterniti
Alice Somma
Jerry Vogel
Joan Slatkin
Julie Foehrenbach
Hedy Klein
Janet Susin
Paul Grebanier
Virginia Lawrence
Dottie Mills
Elena Pierpont
Larry Rubin
Marilyn Fish-Glynn
Ann Broder
Rain Bengis
Jay Bitkower
Anna Cortez
Sal Maci
Michael Schleiff
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36
32
28
28
26
24
22
22
22
22
22
20
20
20
20
20
20
18
16
16
16
14
14
14
14
14
12
8
8
8
8
8
8

Club Participation Nites

Every Month, more or less,
Park West has workshop
nights—one for prints, and
another for PDIs (projected
digital images). All Club members are welcome to attend.
The next scheduled print
workshop is slated for Tuesday
evening, November 15th, at 7
p.m. You must preregister for
this workshop by contacting
the coordinator, Elsa Blum, at
<elsablum1@gmail.com> or
516-621-3215. At that time you
will be informed of the location of the workshop and who
will be leading the critique.
You may bring up to a
dozen prints to be viewed and
gently critiqued.
The next scheduled PDI
workshop is scheduled for
Thursday evening, December
15th, at 7 p.m., at the home of
Chuck and Helen Pine (680
West End Avenue, at 93rd
Street, apartment 5D).
You may bring up to five
digital files for the group to
view and then gently critique.
Some images will then be chosen for demonstrations using
Photoshop or other digital
editing software.
No reservations are necessary. You may start arriving at
6:30 p.m. so your images can
be loaded into the computer.
These workshops are a
great way to improve your
photography and to prepare
your images for competition.

This coming year there will be
four programs which require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities:

November 2016

be sure to keep your presentation to under five minutes.

• February 27th—Theme Night
Tonight’s theme is Think Warm.
As we sit in our seats, shivering from the cold of the midwinter season (well, maybe not
• October 31st—Scary Things
in the gallery, but outside) let
Scavenger Hunt At the Sepour thoughts turn to the
tember business meeting, each warmth of summer. For this
Club member in attendance
assignment, search through
will be given a sheet of subjects your files for images which inand objects to photograph.
still the feeling of warmth. Or,
[Want to get started early? See if you’re up for it, why not take
page 10 now.] You will have
a journey southward to the
one month to hunt for and
lands of eternal summer?
shoot as many of the items on
the list as you can. Tonight we
will share our images to see
who captured the most. Halloween snacks will be available. Candy corn, anyone?

al Thi
re s
ad ev
y en
oc t h
cu a
rr s
ed
.
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Workshop Nights

• March 13—Before and After
In this workshop we ask members to bring in a before and an
after shot of a single image.
The before shot may be the
• January 30th—Members Free- RAW file or a JPG file direct
from the camera. The after shot
For-All Tonight is the night
will be your final image with
when you can share with the
all your adjustments, changes,
rest of the Club any images
what-evers done in your edityour little (or big) heart deing software.
sires. Theme or no theme?
Your choice! Clip art included
* Also for your sharing pleaor competition rules? You desure, PWCC will have three
cide! Color or black-andwhite? It’s up to you! Prints or Portfolio Review nights this
PDIs? Music or silent? Which- year. The scheduled dates are
ever you think is the most ap- November 14th, February 13th,
propriate for your images! Just and April 24th.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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PWCC 2016-2017 Schedule
September
4
Chuck Pine Picnic
5
Labor Day
12
Welcome Back
19
Guest Speaker (Bill Wadman)
26
Business Meeting #1
October
3
Rosh Hashanah (no meeting)
10
Columbus Day/Weekend Trip
17
Competition #1 (Erica McDonald)
24
Guest Speaker (John Milisenda)
27
PDI Workshop
31
Scary Things Scavenger Hunt
& Halloween Party
November
7
Competition #2 (Jim Cummins)
14
Portfolio Night
15
Print Workshop
21
Guest Speaker (Omar Robles)
28
Business Meeting #2
December
5
Competition #3 (Bill Wadman)
12
Guest Speaker (Lois Youmans)
15
PDI Workshop
19
Holiday Party
26
Winter Holiday

March
6
Competition #6
13
Before & After
20
Guest Speaker (Tequila Minsky)
27
Business Meeting #3
April
3
10
17
24

Competition #7
Passover (no meeting)
Guest Speaker
Portfolio Night (or
Competition Make-up)

May
1
8
15
22
29

Competition #8
Gallery Reception
Guest Speaker
Business Meeting #4
Memorial Day

June
5
12
21

Year-End Competition
Otto Litzel Dinner
ExCom Planning Meeting

Field trips, classes, additional workshops,
and the 2017 summer schedule will be published as the information becomes available.

January
2
Winter Holiday
9
Competition #4 (Sandra Carrion)
16
MLKing Day/(Ron Haviv)
23
Workshop (Katrin Eismann?)
30
Members Free-4-All
February
6
Competition #5 (Jean Meile?)
13
Portfolio Night
20
Presidents Day/(Erica McDonald)
27
Theme Night—Think Warm

November 2016
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ExCom Meeting Minutes

B. Upcoming Club exhibits:
possible Ryan Center exhibit in
Fall 2017

by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
October 31, 2016
Present: Executive Committee
members: President Ed Lee,
Corresponding Secretary
Helen Pine, Recording Secretary Christine Doyle, Treasurer
Maria Fernandez, and President Emeritus Chuck Pine.
Vice President Michael Schleiff
was unable to attend. Club
member George Hansen was
also present for the meeting.
Some of the agenda for the
evening’s Business Meeting,
which was re-scheduled from
September 26th due to members’ interest in the presidential debate on that night, was
discussed.
I. Committee Reports
II. Request to formally recognize the Archive Committee.
The Archive Committee is not
listed in the Club constitution,
however, the constitution allows “any other committee or
personnel as appointed by the
President.” Ed therefor formally recognized the Archive
Committee.
III. Old Business
A. Vote on Bylaw Proposals 1
&2

November 2016

B. Competition System Hardware & Software: The new
competition hardware and
software package has been received. Some members had
previously offered to donate an
old pc that is needed to run the
scoring machine; members will
be asked at the meeting if they
still have one available. If the
scoring machine works well,
we will explore other ways
that it could be used.

C. Holiday party: This year’s
holiday party will be on December 19th and held at Chuck
and Helen’s apartment. It will
be catered again, as last year.
D. Expanding Visions 23:
Scheduled for Spring 2017
E. Future Field Trips: A proposal for a May trip to Longwood Gardens, in the Brandywine Valley region of northern
Delaware and southeastern
Pennsylvania.

Good and Welfare/Other: Ed is
donating three portable chargC. Update of Club’s 80th Aners as gifts for the Scary Things
niversary Activities: George
Scavenger Hunt photos that
reported that the Archive
Committee will be responsible will be held after the business
for putting together the exhibit meeting.
of archive images at Soho Photo Gallery, and Marilyn FishGlynn will be responsible for
collecting images from current
members that will be shown
on a monitor at the exhibit.
D. Call for portfolio night
E. Update on Cuba Trip
III. New Business
A. Consolidation of email addresses on PWCC website and
update on Facebook

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Did You Know?
The Club has an
account with Avis
Car Rental. You
can get discounts on your personal rentals, too. Ask Chuck at
any Club meeting.
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Bus. Mtg. Minutes
by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
October 31, 2016
(This is a draft copy and has
not yet been approved by the
membership.)
I. Call To Order: President Ed
Lee called the meeting to order
at 7 p.m., and introduced the
members of the Executive
Committee: Corresponding
Secretary Helen Pine, Recording Secretary Christine Doyle,
Treasurer Maria Fernandez,
and President Emeritus Chuck
Pine. Vice President Michael
Schleiff was unable to attend.
II. Minutes of Previous Meeting: The minutes of the May
23, 2016 Business Meeting
were read by the recording secretary. In response to a question from Chuck, Maria noted
that the funds appropriated for
storing archive materials had
not yet been spent. A motion to
accept the minutes of the May
23, 2016 Business Meeting was
made, seconded, and passed
by a unanimous vote.
III. Treasurer’s Report: Maria
reported that the Club has approximately $25,000 in the
bank, of which approximately
$10,000 is member dues.

November 2016

Gallery: Chair Karen Corrigan
will contact interested Club
members shortly. Marilyn FishGlynn noted that the WeillCornell Medical Library is a
much better space for a photo
IV. Committee Reports
exhibit as a result of recent
Archive: George Hansen rerenovations. Christine noted
ported for Chair Myrna
that she and Natalie Manzino
Changar-Harrison. The Arare investigating a show of
chive Committee is working on
current member images to celthe final selection of images for
ebrate the Club’s 80th anniverthe 80th anniversary exhibit at
sary at the Ryan Center in the
Soho Photo Gallery, planned
fall of 2017, and will co-ordifor May 2017, as well as a prenate this with Karen.
sentation at the 2017 Otto
Litzel Memorial Year-End
House: Chair Marty
Dinner.
Smith was not in
attendance. Ed
Competition: Co-Chair John
thanked all members
Brengelman noted that PDIs
for helping to put
for the November competition
away the chairs after
must be received by midnight
the meeting.
tonight and prints must be
submitted no later than 6:45
Membership: Chair Marlene
p.m. next Monday, November Schonbrun reported that the
7th. He will contact Michael
Club now has 75 dues-paying
Schlieff to arrange a time to
members. She said that some
calibrate the new projector.
new members had first learned
John added that he thought
of the Club through the new
last month’s judge, Erica
website.
McDonald, did well.
Newsletter: Chair Chuck Pine
Field Trip: Co-Chair Susan
reported that the deadline for
Sigrist reported that several
contributions for the next
successful trips have taken
newsletter is November 7th,
place over the past several
but asked that articles be subweeks, and others are coming mitted earlier if at all possible.
up. A sign-up sheet with addiProgram: Chair Marilyn Fishtional planned field trips is beGlynn reported that Erica Mcing passed around. Members
Donald, last month’s competishould contact Susan or cotion judge, will be a guest
chair Paul Grebanier with any
speaker in early 2017. She will
new ideas for future field trips.
try to get Jean Miele back as a

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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judge sometime in Spring 2017. ing per year a requirement of
She is also trying to have Ron
membership and to assess
Haviv as a guest speaker.
penalties for failure to adhere
to this requirement. Helen
Social: No report. Ed brought
proposed that a member who
in refreshments for the
does not attend one of the
evening’s Halloween party.
business meetings be precludWebsite: Website Committee
ed from participating in the
liaison Michael Schlieff, who is year-end competition. Helen is
not in attendance, is serving as concerned that member particchair. Ed encouraged members ipation outside of competitions
to create accounts and galis falling, which could result in
leries. A suggestion to consoli- not having a quorum for condate the Club’s email address- ducting business. The ensuing
es was tabled until the next
discussion included: members
business meeting.
should attend Club meetings
out of interest rather than
Meg Darnell reported on the
obligation; giving members
Club’s new Facebook page.
more information on business
Members are posting photos.
meeting topics, in addition to
Meg will look into obtaining
the monthly newsletters and
traffic metrics for the page.
weekly reminders; and couBoth Meg and Helen are the
pling shorter business meetmoderators of the Club’s Faceings with brief member events,
book page.
such as tonight’s Halloween
Workshop: Chair Tom Quackscavenger hunt, as a way to
enbush was unable to attend.
encourage attendance.
Ed will ask Tom to contact KaA vote was held: 17 in favor, 13
trin Eisemann about a possible
opposed. As the votes in favor
future workshop.
did not amount to ⅔ of the
members present, the proposal
V. Old Business
was defeated.
A. Vote on By-Law Proposals 1
& 2 (Note: A quorum of 20% of Proposal #2: The current rules
members is required to vote on call for one winner and four
changes to the By-Laws. As 30 runners-up, at the Year-End
members (of 75 total) were
Competition, and for holding
present, the quorum was met.) tie-breaker votes when potential winners and runners-up
Proposal #1: At the May 23,
have identical scores. Because
2016 business meeting, Helen
these tie-breaker votes can be
proposed that the Club Bytime consuming, it was sugLaws be amended to make atgested that a tie-breaker vote
tendance at one business meetbe held for the winner only

November 2016
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and however many images
have the most points will be
named runners-up.
Following a brief discussion, a
vote was held and this proposal was passed unanimously.

B. Update on Final Competition Software: Chuck reported
that the new competition
hardware and software package for scoring year-end competitions has been received.
Karen Corrigan will donate an
old Windows computer to run
the scoring machine.
C. Call for Portfolio Night: Ed
noted that there are two additional spots open for the November 14 Member Portfolio
Night. Karen Corrigan and
Lorraine Sweger-Perez agreed
to participate.
VI. New Business
A. Holiday Party: This year’s
holiday party will be on December 19th and held at Chuck
and Helen’s apartment. It will
be catered again, as last year.
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VII. Good and Welfare:
Photo Cartoon
From the Chair: Ed reported
of the Month
the following upcoming events
and activities:
- Field trip to Roosevelt Island/Four Freedoms Park on
Wednesday, November 2nd
- Jim Cummins will judge the
November competition on November 7th
-Print Workshop for Members
on November 15th (please contact Elsa Blum for details)
Helen moved to table all other
items on the agenda until the
next Business Meeting on November 28th and to adjourn
the meeting. The motion was
seconded and approved.
VIII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:15PM.
XI. Refreshments and Socializing: The Halloween party followed adjournment and was,
in turn, followed by the Scary
Things Scavenger Hunt.

November 2016

Expanding Visions 23
The next iteration of Expanding Visions is right around the
corner—well, it’s a really big
corner—coming in May.
It will be chock-full (or is
that Chuck-full?) of new destinations and assignments for
your photographic pleasure.
We’ll be going to places like
Madison Square Park, Carl
Schurz Park*, Lincoln Center,
Washington Square Park*, and
Coney Island.
Here’s where the fun
starts! I am going to list the
titles of the assignments, but
I’m not going to tell you what

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

the actual assignment will be.
That’s for you to guess.
Send me your guesses at
<bohpin@aol.com> The person who comes the closest to
figuring the most of them out
will win a prize.
Here they are: • ”What
comes between us,” • ”Adventures of Alice,” • ”Watching all the girls go by,” • ”Up,
Up and Away,” • ”Slow down
you move too fast,” • and the
term project theme is ”Where
there’s smoke…”
Get your thinking caps on
and let me know your ideas.
* First time destinations.
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Competition Rotation

Committee Liaisons

Photo Notes Deadlines

The members of the Club, at
the May business meeting,
voted to change one of the
rules regarding our monthly
competition. We will go back
to alternating the order of the
prints and PDIs in our eight
monthly competitions beginning in October 2016. Here’s
the schedule:

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Issue

Deadline

November 2016

November 7

December 2016

December 5

January 2017

January 9

February 2017

February 6

March 2017

March 6

April 2017

April 3

May 2017

May 1

Summer 2017

June 5

Month
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

First Shown
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs

Creative Tip
Look for a space to become
your backdrop. This could
be indoors or outdoors. Try
to pick a spot that gets a lot
of pedestrian traffic in front
of it. This could be a wall of
interesting graffiti, a curious
mural in an art museum, an
advertisement on a bus
shelter, whatever.
Find a spot to stand or
sit and then just wait for the
action to take place.
Voila! Instant creativity!

November 2016

Archives Maria Fernandez
Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Competition scores and cumulative points are submitted as
soon after the competitions as
possible, usually one to three
days following the submission
deadline. The draft copy of
Photo Notes will be sent to the
editorial staff as soon as possible once all items are in place.
The staff will then have two to
three days to edit and return
their comments.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the
Website Committee to be posted online. As soon as this is accomplished, an e-mail is sent
to all Club members and other
Photo Notes recipients informing them that the PWCC newsletter is now available for
downloading.
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Scary Things
On Monday, October 31st, All
Hallows Eve was upon us. It
was a night for scary good
fun. It was Halloween! And
Park West was holding its notso-annual Scary Things Scavenger Hunt.
Here are some of the images that were shared by the
Club members who participated in this spooky and ghoulish
photo activity.

© Christine Doyle

© Marlene Schonbrun

© Jerry Vogel
© Richard Moses

© Natalie Manzino
© Maria Fernandez
Continued on the next page

November 2016
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© Helen Pine

© Julie Wosk

© John Brengelman

© Rain Bengis

© Paula Paterniti

November 2016
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

November 2016

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Eight
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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PDI Workshop
At the Club’s October PDI
workshop, a dozen members
shared images for which they
were seeking a critique and
some advice. Everyone who
submitted images had one of
theirs worked on, in Photoshop, some with Nik software,
following suggestions by the
other members. Most were
pleased by the suggestions and
improvements made to their
images.
Here are a few examples of
the images which were corrected, improved, and other
wise revised.

This image by Alex McKown was
improved with a little bit of cropping and a Brightness/Contrast
adjustment layer.

Marlene Schonbrun’s image was rotated
90° clockwise and slightly cropped to put
emphasis on the bee.

This image by Joe Nawy was
improved with some cropping,
some spot removal, and just a
tad of Transform > Distort to
straighten out the vertical lines.

Pat Garbarini’s image was
improved with some cropping and a small application
of the spot healing brush.

All images © by their respective photographers.
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National Cemetery
Symbols

The Lutheran
Church is depicted by this symbol.
The Star of David
On the Club weekend trip to
is for those of the
Saratoga Springs, we made a
Jewish faith.
stop at the Saratoga National
The Wheel of
Cemetery (recently renamed
Righteousness
the Gerald B. H. Solomon
Saratoga National Cemetery— stands for those
who are of the
for a former U.S. RepresentaBuddhist religion.
tive to Congress from upstate
Those of the
New York). Interred here are
military personnel and family Muslim religion
have two different
members from World War II
symbols including the
and later.
Crescent and Star. (The
One of the things we disother cannot be shown
covered while visiting and
shooting there was the fact that —except on the headstones—
because it is copyrighted).
most of the headstones were
The Angel Moroni is a
adorned with a symbol denotsymbol of
the
ing a religious affiliation. The
(The
next-of-kin to the deceased can Morm0ns
Latter
chose one of the symbols to be Church of
Day Saints).
inscribed at the apex of the
The Native
stone (or not to have any).
In all, there are currently 64 American Church of
North America (?)
different symbols from which
to choose. Some are easy to de- has a teepee-shaped
cipher; others require a guide- symbol.
Even Atheists
book to figure it out. Quite
have a symbol for
honestly, many of the symbols
their headstones.
represented religions we had
never heard of (sorry about the
dangling participle).
What’s more, the next-ofThe Latin Cross,
kin, or an approved reprefor example representative of the deceased,
sents Christianity in
can apply to create a new
general.
symbol to stand for almost
The United
anything in which the deChurch of Christ is repreceased believed.
sented by this symbol.
Shintoism is denoted by
this familiar symbol.
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Tips For Flowers
Know Your Light
The essence of photography is light—its intensity,
its direction, and its color.
Natural light usually is best.
That being said, using a
flash can help you get the
shots you want in areas
with limited natural sunlight and many shadows.
Know Your Apertures
Use a small aperture to
maximize detail. Use a wide
aperture to focus sharply on
your subject and blur the
background.

Consider Your Background
Even though flowers may
be your subject, the background can either make or
break the shot.
Do Your Research
Knowing the names of the
flowers you’re likely to find,
their general characteristics,
and where they grow helps
with the photography. It’s
all part of knowing your
subject matter.
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Field Trip to
Croton Point Park
On Friday, October 28th, a
group of Club members and
guests traveled up to Westchester to photograph the scenes
in Croton Point Park in the
town of Croton-on-Hudson.
The trip was led by Club
member Marty Smith. Here are
some images from that trip.
Looks like it was a really
great trip!

© Pat Garbarini
© Marty Smith

© Julie Foehrenbach
© Pat Garbarini

© Marty Smith
© Julie Foehrenbach
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Portfolio Page
Dorothy Mills, Dottie, to
most of us, joined Park West
many years ago. She jumped
right in by attending meetings, going on many of our
field trips, and entering the
monthly competitions.
Dottie specialized in
shooting flowers, mostly in
her apartment, using an assortment of backgrounds,
but always using a light
stand-mounted flash. It almost became a standing joke
when the winners were announced and Dottie was
asked, ”Where did you take
that image?”—the answer
was always, ”At home!”
This portfolio, though,
are botanic images by Dottie
taken in the great outdoors.
Whadya think?

All photos © Dorothy Mills

November 2016

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

21

CLUB

PWCC Website
by Christine Doyle
Park West Camera Club has
a website that is interactive
and very user-friendly.
By creating an account
and signing on to the website, members will be able to
create and update their own
personal galleries and share
their work. (BTW, you can
create multiple galleries if
you like.)
The gallery template
comes with privacy settings
that you control.
All members are encouraged to join the website.
While the website contains
links to videos on a variety
of topics that will help guide
you through many of these
processes, here are some detailed instructions on how to
get started:
To Create Your Account:
Enter into your browser
the following address:
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org/default.aspx>
On the home page, press
the “Login” button in the
upper right hand corner (below the PWCC logo).
On the login page, scroll
down to the bottom, you will
see a box marked “New User
Registration.” Click on
“Membership Information.”
On the next page, there is
a button “Create a new User
Account and Request Mem-
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bership.” Press this button.
Scroll down to the box
marked “Login Name.” Enter your email address. Press
“Next.”
On the next page you
will be asked to create a
password and reminder
question for that password.
Please do so.
This will lead you to the
next page where you will be
asked for some personal information. You need only to
fill in the lines where “required” is indicated.
A message will be sent to
the webmaster to approve
your request. The webmaster
will approve the request and
a message will be sent back
to you that you can access
the website as a member.
To Create a Member Gallery:
Go to the ”My Account”
tab and log on to your Member Account.
Click on the “New
Gallery” button, down a bit
on the right side.
An online form will
open. This allows you to customize your gallery, e.g., by
adding a Title or Description,
and also offers additional
settings, such as:
Gallery Visibility (Private,
Organization Access, or
Public);
Transition (set how the images will move);
Options on what to display
(Image Title, Author, Cap-
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tions, Thumbnails, etc.)
To save your settings and
preferences, click “Update
Gallery Options.” You can
now add your images to
your gallery.
To Add Images to a Gallery:
Open the gallery you
want to upload images to.
Click on “Edit Images in
Gallery” then on “Upload
Images Into This Gallery”
Scroll down to the bottom left of the page and click
on “Select.” This will take
you to where you store your
images on your computer.
Highlight the image(s) you
want to upload and hit OK.
Once the images are uploaded, click “Save Images.”
This will bring you back
to the “Edit New Images in
Gallery” page, where you
can edit the image titles and
set the image order if you
like. Click on “Done” when
you are finished making any
changes.
You can also change the
order of the images another
way: go back into your
gallery and select “Edit Images in Gallery.” This will
take you to a page with
thumbnails of your images
in this gallery. Here, you can
change the order of your images by clicking and dragging the thumbnails into the
desired sequence. Click on
“Save Updates to Image Order” when finished.
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By-Laws Proposal #1

By-Laws Proposal #2

Panoramic Twist

Defeated!

Approved!

Add the following two
sections to Article I - Qualifications for Membership, of
the existing By-Laws;

This proposal would
change Article III - Competitions, Section 6 - Print/Projected Digital Image-of-theYear, (c) Judging, 2) Each
contest shall be judged as
follows, e- in the event of any
tie scores, only those entries
which are tied will be rejudged.
These rejudged scores will be
used only to position those entries being rejudged among
themselves. This rejudging
process will continue until only
one (1) clear winner and four
(4) honorable mentions remain.

Have you gotten into the
panorama craze? Either by
shooting them in camera (with
a Sony, for example), stitching
images together in your editing software, or by making a
severe crop: they are interesting because they offer a different perspective on your subject matter.
Here’s a twist on the nowalmost-boring horizontal pano
photo—the vertical panorama.
Why not give it a shot?

Sec 3.
Members must attend at least
one of the scheduled Business
Meetings per year.
Sec. 5.
Club members who fail to meet
the qualifications for membership (above) will not be considered “members in good standing of the Club” and will not be
permitted to:
(a) run for, nor hold, any position on the Club’s Executive
Committee;
(b) participate in any votes taken at any business meeting of
the Club;
(c) participate in any Club exhibits;
(d) nor participate in the Club’s
“Print/Projected Digital Imageof-the-Year” competitions.
These changes will require the current Section 3 to
be renumbered as Section 4.
This proposal was defeated—17 votes for, 12 votes
against. This amounts to 59%
of the membership voting
for the amendment. A 2/3
majority would have been
required for passage.
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The new ‘e’ will read …
in the event of any tie scores for
Image-of-the-Year, those entries
which are tied will be rejudged.
This rejudging process will continue until only one (1) clear
winner remains. The eliminated
image(s) will receive honorable
mention. In all, the four (4)
next highest scoring images
will receive honorable mention.
Should there be more than four
(4) images tied for honorable
mention, they will all be awarded honorable mention.
This proposal was approved unanimously by the
membership. The By-Laws
will be amended to reflect
this change.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Field Trip to
Four Freedoms Park
On Wednesday, November
2nd, the Club had another
successful field trip. The destination was Four Freedoms
Park on Roosevelt Island. A
small group of about a dozen
PWCCers and some Photo
Safari Meet-Up members attended. The trip was led by
member Julie Foehrenbach
and president Ed Lee.
Here are some images
from this venture…

© Christine Doyle

© Julie Foehrenbach
© Ed Lee

© Julie Foehrenbach
© Janet Susin
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Depth of Field
By Bill Apple
OMG??? OMEG!!!
Chances are your camera offers
pretty respectable Autofocus—
we are in the 21st century, you
know. Typically, digital sensors
bristle with dozens, even hundreds of focus points, their sole
job: bring clarity where the
photographer is pointing.
Squeeze the shutter, and the
scene rockets to razor sharp.
Milliseconds.
Chances are, too, that you
seldom turn Autofocus off.
Why should you? Oh, you
might, rarely—to focus by
hand and eye—in situations
where Autofocus can struggle
(dim light or low contrast, for
instance). But manual focusing
can be tough.
So imagine me, shooting
film, with my new Leica, having to focus manually every
time. We all did it back in the
day. ¡No problemo! However,
it’s now become, uh, clear that
there’s more to focusing than
meets the eye. Especially for
eyeglass wearers of a certain
age with OMEG: Old Man’s
Eye Glasses.
I refer to no-line bifocals,
spectacles with progressive
lenses, a sophisticated ophthalmic innovation, an all-inone lens for distance (toward
Could those lenses have
the lens’ top), reading (bottom) been causing me trouble in
and anywhere in between (in
paradise, Leica paradise? Fothe middle).
cusing has suddenly become
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problematic, and alas I cannot
rely on Autofocus. There is
none.
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In October’s competition,
the judge called out some of
my shots as “too soft,” a mortifying critique. If a photo is not
sharp, I learned long ago, it is
no damn good. Fuzzy may be
fine for French Impressionists,
but not for photographers.
Why had my pictures somehow, well, gone soft? Not all,
mind you. Some.
I had to get a handle on it,
investigate systematically. Could my
new Leica be a
lemon, or my workflow—scanning
negatives, post-processing in Photoshop—be lacking
something?
I tweaked my
scanner’s settings,
but that didn’t seem
to eliminate the
softness. Significantly, I noticed
shots of non-moving
subjects were sometimes on the soft
side. Which rules
out motion blur. It’s
probably bad focusing (see “Exhibit A”
on previous page).
Alternatively,
maybe I needed
even higher-resolution scans.
I printed out,
photographed, and
then made enlargements of visual
“targets” taped to
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my wall. One was a homemade sheet: print from 10 to 25
points, to see if the smallest
would remain crisp—readable—in an enlargement.
(You’re currently reading 12point type.)
The Web provided another
target, a TV-like test pattern:
grayscale wedges, tiny print,
fans of radiating lines spaced
variously (to gauge how well
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camera, lens, and film preserve
resolution: defined as the spacing at which adjacent lines
start losing separation; see
“Target Practice”).
Scanning, printing, and examining negatives and prints
revealed a remarkable degree
of sharpness: my camera can
capture detail on 35mm film.
In Photoshop, I enlarged scans
to 100-percent size (about 6X
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magnification for the negatives
of my homemade chart, 2½X
for the test pattern). Sharp focus still held. Nary a whiff of
softness. It’s a good camera.
Then a eureka moment. It
had to be me, my old eyes and
my no-line bifocals. Plain as
the nose on my face. Consider
for a moment the design of
progressive eyeglass lenses.
Unlike a single-focus lens
(which refracts light the same,
everywhere), progressives
build in many different powers—optical corrections—over
their surface. Typical designs
offer a visually useful but narrow ‘channel,’ top to bottom,
shaped like an hourglass.
That’s where wearers have to
look. Toward the sides, however—for peripheral vision—
progressive lenses introduce
distortion and blur, an unavoidable design compromise.
For decent vision, your eye
must look along that ‘channel,’
especially hard when glasses
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press against a camera’s eyepiece. The glasses’ focusing
power can shift rapidly, should
your eye drift just millimeters
in any direction. So your eye
has to find and hold a “sweet
spot” on the lens that meshes
with the viewfinder’s image
(see “Mine Eyes”). That’s a tall
order for the Leica, whose
quite small focusing rectangle
demands you precisely line up
the real image with the finder’s
“ghost” image.
Recently, all that came into
relief as I was focusing manually. My eye simply did not—
could not—lock onto the best
place consistently. What I
thought was sharp, oftentimes
could have been a tad sharper,
had I shifted my eye even a
tiny amount.
I emailed Leitz in Germany,
Leica’s parent, which gave me
the key. The rangefinder’s virtual image, a rep wrote, is set
always to appear some two
meters beyond the camera.
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Always. Who knew? It’s for
that distance that I needed
most to count on my glasses.
Leitz also replied that the
rangefinder builds in a small
correction of -0.5 diopters, for
the most mildly near-sighted
eyes (it likely doesn’t interfere
with other photographers).
That correction needed to be
figured in. (Unfortunately, the
Leica system does not offer
dial-in diopter correction in its
eyepiece.)
A new pair of “camera
glasses”—single-vision lenses
geared to the Leica’s unique
finder—should enormously
improve my ability to focus. I
could wear them just for shooting, yet the prescription would
not be so extreme that I’d
stumble about between shots
(reading would be out of the
question, however). The glasses would eliminate any guesswork focusing my camera.
I brought my camera to the
ophthalmologist, who made
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up “test eyeglasses,” snapping
generic lenses into stock
frames, even correcting for my
astigmatism. They worked!
When I took up the camera in
his office, life—and focusing—
was again fine. He wrote out
the prescription, and I ordered
camera glasses.
All life’s problems should
be so easy.

Landscape Gear

The following four pieces of
equipment are almost mandatory for capturing great landscape images:
• a sturdy, lightweight tripod;
• a circular polarizing filter;
• a set of neutral density filters;
• a couple of graduated neutral
density filters.
You could be a successful
Landscape Tips
landscape photographer without these four items,… but
why struggle and make things
• Not all landscapes call for a
wide-angle lens; try zooming more difficult for yourself?
in for some intimacy.
• Add a human element for
that extra something the image needs.
• It might sound cliché, but
shooting in the ”magic” or
”golden” hours really helps.
• Try some really long exposures to turn water and
clouds into silky masses of
light and color.
• Reflections in ponds, lakes,
or streams make for more interesting compositions.
• A strong foreground subject
enhances the middle and distant elements of the photo.
• The sun, or the moon for that
matter, can be an important
component of a landscape.
• Don’t give up on the traditional rules of composition
such as: the rule of thirds; incorporating S-curves and
leading lines; patterns and
repetitions; et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera.
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Altered Reality, Part 4
Depending on many factors,
when the human eye looks at a
scene it sees about 15 to 20
shades of gray (stops) running
the gamut from white to black.
Way back when, even the best
films had a range of only 5
stops (slides) to 7 stops (negative film). Modern digital cameras far surpass film with a
range of 10 to 12 stops, but fall
far short of what the eye sees.
What does this mean? In
brief, if a scene has a great
range of tones, you can see
them all, but your camera cannot. You can make an exposure
for the brightest parts of the
scene (and lose detail in the
shadows); you can make an
exposure for the darkest parts
of the scene (and lose detail in
the highlights; or you can
make an exposure for the middle tones of the scene (and lose
detail in both the highlights
and the shadows).
Enter HDR—high dynamic
range photography—in which
software takes the highlights
from one image and combines
them with the shadows of another image and the midtones
from a third image. Voila! You
end up with an image that
contains the best details from
all three exposures. Careful,
though, strange things can
happen as you process these
images, leading to some really
altered reality.
Give it a shot, why doncha!
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Gallery Watching
by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt
Sorry! But we will not be taking
you on a journey through some
exotic museum or an out-of-theway gallery this month.
Due to the short lead-time
between issues (due to holidays)
and a few physical ailments, we
have to skip this month.
Look for us next month in
the December issue of Park West
Camera Club’s Photo Notes.

Now, that’s Perspective!
© Chuck Pine
Do you have any pictures that
demonstrate vanishing point
perspective?
Send in a few for a future
Photo Notes photo essay.

November 2016

Vanishing Points
What is a vanishing point?
A vanishing point in a photograph is the point at
which parallel lines appear
to converge and meet. It is
a kind of optical illusion—
those train tracks don’t really come together!
Capturing our three dimensional world in the two
dimensions of a photograph is not an easy task.
Fortunately, there are several techniques for creating
a sense of depth in a photograph. The most common
and efficient of these is emphasizing the vanishing
point perspective.
Here’s how it works. As
you know, objects that are
farther away from us appear smaller. When a set of
parallel lines gets further
away from us, the distance
between them appears to
get smaller and the lines
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seem to converge. Where
they merge/converge is the
vanishing point.
In order to emphasize
vanishing point, then, it is
important to include significant portions of the parallel
lines that are converging. It
also helps when the point
at which they appear to
merge in the distance is
also in the image. Using a
wide angle lens exaggerates
the angles of convergence
and consequently provides
a more dramatic vanishing
point perspective.
In addition to creating
depth in a photo, the strong
lines direct the viewer’s eye
through the photo. The
parallel lines act as “leading lines,” bringing the eye
deeper into an important
part of the photo. Placing
the subject of the photo at
the point of convergence,
insures that the viewer will
be drawn to it.
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PhotoWordJumble
by Sal Maci
Unscramble these four scrambled words, one letter to each
square, to form words pertaining to photography.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer suggested
by the clue.

Last month’s answers: lOupE, priSM, GelatiN, texTurE, and distorT
Surprise answer: SPOT-METERING
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PhotoShopping

beled Blacks. Hold down the
by Chuck Pine Shift key and Double Click on
each slider.
You have just expanded the
Easy Peasy—Three Quickies
tonal range of your image
without any over- or underEasy Fix for Blah Photos
exposure occurring. If you
Back in the old days, when
don’t see much of a change, set
Photoshop was new, one of the
both sliders back to 0 (zero)
things we struggled with was
and try it again, this time keepgetting as wide a tonal range
ing your eye on the histogram.
as we could without blowing
It’s like magic!
out the highlights and/or
blocking up the shadows. The
Easy Contrast Increase
only tool we had to do this
with was Levels—either right Do you get the same comments
from judges each month? ”This
on the image or by using an
image is too flat,” or ”This imadjustment layer.
The struggle was using the age needs more contrast.”
Here’s an easy fix you can use
sliders to increase the whites
and decrease the blacks, keep- to achieve just what the judge
ing an eye on the histogram at ordered. And, this method
doesn’t—repeat, does not—
the same time, to make sure
affect the image’s colors nor
you didn’t go too far. This
add those unsightly halos.
meant a lot of back and forth
This trick uses a familiar
with those sliders. So much so
friend in Photoshop—the Unthat you usually gave up and
just let the picture stand on its sharp Mask Filter. Simply go
to Filter > Sharpen > Unsharp
other merits.
Mask. When the Unsharp
You could do the same
thing today, in Photoshop, us- Mask Dialog Box appears, set
ing levels. But, alas, there is no the Amount to 15, set the Radius to 15, and set the Threshlevels adjustment in Adobe
old to 0. Then click OK.
Camera RAW nor in Adobe
You should see the image
Lightroom. What is one to do?
pop instantly. If you get too
Actually, it’s quite simple.
much, or too little of a change
Go to the Basic Panel in RAW
in the image contrast, no probor LR and find the slider lalem! Just undo the change
beled Whites and the one la-
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using Edit > Undo or type
Command-Z (on a Mac) orControl-Z (on a PC). Get another Unsharp Mask Dialog
Box and this time enter a larger
or smaller Amount. Whatever
number to set the Amount to,
let’s say 25, use the same number for the Radius; and always
keep the Threshold set to 0.

Easy Blend Mode Changes
If you want to change the
Blend Mode of a layer, you
don’t have to mouse around to
the drop-down menu and then
search for the mode you want.
All you have to do is type in a
shortcut. You’ll probably use
only four or five different
modes, so learning them isn’t
too difficult.
Press and hold Shift-Option (Shift-Alt) and type the
letter: N for Normal; M for
Multiply; O for Overlay; S for
Screen; or F for Soft Light.
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Photo Shopping
by Chuck Pine
Action cameras are all the rage
nowadays. Just what is an action camera, I hear you ask?
An action camera or actioncam is a digital camera designed for filming action while
being immersed in it. Action
cameras are therefore typically
compact, rugged, and usually
waterproof. Action cameras are
often attached to helmets,
surfboards, or handlebars.
Most action-cams shoot
video, some also shoot still images. The vid-cams usually
have a high enough resolution
that still images may be extracted from the files to produce exceptional photos.
Here is a smattering of
what you can find in the marketplace. The prices quoted are
current from the B&H website.
I think I stick with my
DSLR, at least for now. What
about you?

Cycliq Fly6 LED Tail Light
with Built-in HD Camera
$169.00

DJI Osmo 3-Axis Gimbal
and 4K Camera $439.00

Elmo QBiC MS-1 Wide
Angle Wearable Camera
$259.99

HTC RE Camera $119.00

Intova DUB Action
Camera $99.99

Disclaimer
Pivothead Durango Bronze
1080p Video Recording
Sunglasses $199.00

GoPro HERO4 Black
$349.99
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I do not, nor does anyone else
in the Club, make a profit
from the sales of these items.
Chuck

Nikon KeyMission 360 4K
Action Camera $496.95
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Accessory Quiz
There have been no answers
submitted, either right or
wrong, for the last several
months. Therefore, due to a
lack of interest, this will be
the final Accessory Quiz in
PWCC’s Photo Notes.
We hope you enjoyed
this series of articles over
the last few years. Should
there be a huge outcry from
our readership (although I
strongly doubt there will
be), we will reconsider this
cancellation.
Last Month’s Answer

This is a spotmeter. It is/
was used to take accurate
exposure readings from a
small area of a scene—1° to
be precise. It enabled photographers to gauge brightness throughout an image
using multiple readings. It
was a key part of Ansel
Adams’ Zone System. Today, most photographers
use cameras with built in
metering, some even with
spotmeter capabilities.
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Share the View
How often can you turn $10
into $1,000 with just one beautiful image? Enter the 6th annual ”Share the View” for your
chance to do so. This international nature photography contest is sponsored by the
Audubon Society of Greater
Denver to celebrate the beauty
of the natural world. $1,000 is
the top cash prize, among ten
that will be awarded, in addition to recognition for the top
250 images selected by our experienced panel of judges.
The entry fee is $10 per image or six shots for $50.The entry period runs through December 1st. See the website
<www.denveraudubon.org>
Click on the ”Share the View”
button for additional details
and the entry form.
Here are a few images from
previous years’ winners:
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:
Thursday, November 17
Optimal HDR
Speaker: Tim Grey

Monday, November 21
Street Photography
Speaker: Dotan Saguy

Tuesday, November 22
Lighting for Digital Photos
Speaker: Joey Quintero
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Monday, November 28
Exercise Your Creative Vision
Speaker: Mel DiGiacomo

Philly Flower Show

The Philadelphia Flower Show
is the US’s largest and longest
running flower show—this is
its 188 annual show—WOW!
The 2017 event will showcase
the extraordinary plants, creativity and talent of this region’s top horticulturists and
designers along with award
winning landscape and floral
Wednesday, November 30
designers from the NetherPhotoshop vs Lightroom?
lands. The PFS is a top destinaSpeaker: Jason Friedman
tion and “must-see experience”
for photographers as well as
flower enthusiasts.
This all takes place at the
Philadelphia Convention Center from March 11th through
the 19th.
Last year over 250,000 people attended the show over its
nine-day run. That makes for a
very crowded scene. But wait!
During the weekdays, early
Check out the B&H website at
morning private tours are of<www.bhphoto.com> for all
fered starting at 8 a.m.—before
the details as well as a complete list of additional presen- the general public is admitted.
Get all the information at
tations, and to register for the
course(s) of your choice. Please <www.theflowershow.com>
Make your reservations, buy
note, they do accept walk-ins
your tickets, book the private
for events that have not
tours, etc. There’s even a group
reached capacity. The B&H
discount for 15 or more people.
Event Space is located on the
second floor of their SuperStore, at 420 9th Avenue.
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Need a Lift?

The spiderweb latticework of
the Hammetschwand Lift in
Ever take the elevator up to the Switzerland climbs up the side
top of the Empire State Buildof Hammetschwand Alp.
ing? The views from up there
are amazing. But the ride in the
elevator? Ho hum! Boring!
Here are a few elevators,
lifts if you come from across
the pond, that make getting
there, more than half the fun.
The elevator at the AquaDom
in Berlin travels up the middle
of the 82-foot tall aquarium.
There is no better way to
take in the sights of Stockholm, Sweden, than a ride
on the SkyView at the Ericsson Globe.

The elevator at the
Sky Tower
in Auckland, New
Zealand,
takes just
40 seconds
to reach
the observation level, 610 feet in the air.

The exterior elevators of New
York City’s Freedom Tower offer incredible views of skyline,
harbor, bridges, and of course
the Statue of Liberty.

Elevators at the Luxor
hotel in Las Vegas travel
at an extremely sharp
39° angle.

The four-minute elevator ride
up the Gateway Arch in St.
Louis, Missouri, brings you to
the top of the 630-foot-tall
wonder.
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The Bailong Elevator in Hunan, China's Zhangjiajia Forest
Park travels nearly 1,070 feet
up a sheer cliff.
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These photo ops are
not recommended for
those of us who suffer
from acrophobia.
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for holidays and a curtailed summer
schedule). Please join us at a
meeting or on one of our other
scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.
sharp unless otherwise indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.

November 2016

* Sunday, November 13
Field Trip—Moon Over
Manhattan
All things being equal, the
views of the full moon over
Manhattan are some of the
most incredible sights to behold and to photograph. And,
we’re going to Jersey City to
do just that. Take the PATH
train from the World Trade
Center to the first stop in New
Jersey, Exchange Place.
(MetroCards are accepted.) Be
sure to time your travels so
that you arrive at Exchange
Place by 3 p.m. Join our leaders
who have scoped out the perfect spots to shoot. Sign up at
any meeting or by contacting
the trip leaders: Alice Somma
917-676-8283 or
<sommajam@aol.com> and
Paula Paterniti 347-446- 4749
or <psp666@gmail.com> If you
must cancel at the last minute,
contact the leader so the group
doesn't have to wait for you.

to a dozen images of their
work. These may be in the
form of prints or PDIs. The
purpose of this review is to determine how well the images
hold up as a group. The purpose is not to critique individual images although some
comments of this nature will
sneak into the discussion from
time to time. The four participating member are Helen Pine
(the Club’s current corresponding/membership secretary),
Natalie Manzino (former Club
corresponding/membership
secretary), Maria Fernandez
(PWCC treasurer), and Karen
Corrigan (the chair of the
Gallery Committee).
* Tuesday, November 15
Print Workshop

All Club members are invited
to bring a dozen or so prints
for this Club event. Bring
them for an honest, but gentle,
critique of your work. This
* Monday, November 14
workshop has limited space.
Portfolio Review
You must sign up in advance
Tonight is the first portfolio re- with Elsa Blum at 516-621-3215
or <elsablum1@gmail.com> to
view night of the Club’s year.
get the address for this 6:30
Four PWCC members will
present concise portfolios of up p.m. session. The workshop
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leader is professional photographer and ICP printing instructor, Nancy Sirkis.
Thursday, November 17
Photo Event—
The NY Photo Salon

© Molly Rapp

You're invited to the next gathering of The NY Photo Salon
hosted by the School of Visual
Arts’ Digital Photography Department. The Program begins
at 7 p.m. but the doors open at
6:30 p.m. The School of Visual
Arts is located at 136 West 21
Street, (between 6th and 7th
Avenues, on the south side of
the street). The programs are
held in room 418-F. There is no
cost, but seating is limited.
Tonight’s presentations will
feature the photography of:
Vicki DaSilva, Jennifer McClure, Sarah Palmer, and
Molly Rapp.
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November 21
directed the dancers to tell stoField Trip Committee Meeting ries with their bodies as he had
The Field Trip Committee will learned from Marceau. The results were an army of miniameet this evening prior to the
ture stories as told by the genscheduled Club meeting to
plan the field trips for the next tle flow of the dancers’ bodies.
several months. Please join us These stories were later passed
on by local and international
to suggest possible destinamedia (Mashable, Instagram’s
tions or events we should
Blog, The Phoblographer, The
shoot. All members are welcome to attend and contribute. Huffington Post, The Daily Mail,
Design Taxi, and Harpers
Bazaar). Learn more about
Omar and his photography at
<www.omarzrobles.com> The
curtain raiser for this evening
is PWCC member Peter Houts,
photographic master of birdsin-motion.
© Omar Z. Robles
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* Monday,

Wednesday, November 23
Photo Op—Balloons Galore
* Monday, November 21
Guest Speaker—
Omar Z Robles
Tonight’s guest photographer
is Omar Z Robles. Omar, an
Official Fujifilm X-Photographer, is based in NYC. His interest in story telling began
with one person—Marcel
Marceau. The legendary mime
actor taught him how to interpret the world through subtle
but riveting movements. Those
movements that he acquired as
a student in Paris, he employs
today in his photo series of ballet dancers. In New York City,
he transformed the aesthetic of
his street photography by substituting the New Yorker with
the New York dancer. Robles

Do you remember the opening
scene of the movie Miracle on
34th Street (the original one)
where Natalie Wood is enjoying the pre-parade excitement
of the Macy*s extravaganza?
Would you like to experience
the same joy and wonderment,
as well as the photographic
possibilities? Then head up to
the American Museum of Natural History via the B or C
train, or take the #1 train to
79th Street and walk to the
Museum. On both 77th Street
and 81st Street, from Central
Park West to Columbus Avenue, all of the balloons in
Macy*s annual Thanksgiving
Day parade will be in the
process of inflation. Starting in
the mid-afternoon, and going
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on all night, you will find plenty to photograph. Be sure to
bring a zoom lens and a flash
attachment to get the best opportunities. There are plenty of
places to grab a bite to eat and
warm up between shooting.

* Monday, November 28
Business Meeting #2
During this second business
meeting of the year, we’ll
probably have lots to discuss
and decide since our previous
meeting was postponed (due to
presidential
proclamation) and
then abridged
(due to ghouls and
goblins). We’ll cap
it all off with postThanksgiving refreshments and
socializing.

© Ira Block

Geo. Traveler and Nat. Geo. Adventure. He began his career as
a newspaper photographer,
earning numerous press club
awards. As an expert in lighting, Ira is sought after for assignments ranging from shootThursday, November 24
ing ancient artifacts in Greece
Photo Op—
to photographing dinosaur
Thanksgiving Day Parade
fossils in the Gobi desert and
documenting Moche mummies
Before you settle down for a
in Peru. His momentous coffee
Thanksgiving feast, come in
table book, Saving America’s
person to shoot the 88th annuTreasures, was a collaborative
al Macy*s Thanksgiving Day
effort among the Clinton White
* Monday, November 28
Parade as it marches from the
Competition Entry Deadline House, the National GeoMuseum of Natural History
graphic Society, and the Nadown Central Park West and
Please note that PDI entries are tional Trust for Historic
then 6th Avenue to Herald
due by midnight tonight for
Preservation. Ira’s unique viSquare. The parade will feature next week’s competition.
sion and outstanding lighting
performances by the Rockettes,
skills have made him the ”goBroadway stars, and high
Wednesday, November 30
to photographer” for complex
school marching bands, as well
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
assignments. Ira taught the
as dozens of colorful floats and
The New York City Sierra
first creative, digital photogragigantic helium balloons. Santa
Club’s Photography Commitphy class at the School for VisClaus brings up the rear of the
tee is holding its meeting
ual Arts and is frequently
parade, kicking off the 2016
tonight. The program for this
called upon to review and criholiday (shopping) season. For
evening is a presentation by Ira tique the latest digital cameras
additional information go to
Block. Ira is an internationally and lenses. He has also taught
<www.macys.com/parade> If
renowned photojournalist,
workshops in Bangkok and
you’d like to meet up with
teacher, and workshop leader
Maine, Abu Dhabi and San
other PWCCers to shoot the
who has produced over 30 sto- Diego, Boston, Seattle, and
parade, why not use the Club’s
ries for the National Geographic New York City. In addition to
Yahoo e-mail group?
Magazine and its affiliates Nat. his editorial work Ira shoots

September 2016

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

38

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

commercial and corporate images, portraits, promotional
materials and advertising for
leading institutions. He also
produces corporate, digital
webcast videos. The meeting,
open to the general public, begins at 6:30 p.m. A $7 donation
© Bill Wadman
is collected upon entry. See the
listing under October 26th for
* Monday, December 5
location and directions.
Monthly Competition

Wed, Nov 30—Sat, Jan 7
Photo Op—Christmas Tree
Lighting
The Rockefeller Center
Christmas Tree is a world-wide
symbol of the holidays in New
York City. The 2016 Rockefeller
Center Christmas Tree will be
lit for the first time on Wednesday, November 30, with live
performances from 7–9 p.m., at
Rockefeller Plaza, between
West 48th and West 51st Streets
and Fifth and Sixth Avenues.
Thousands crowd the sidewalks for the event—so get
there early—and millions
watched it live across the
globe. The Tree will remain lit
and can be viewed until 9 p.m.
on January 7, 2017. Be sure to
dress for the weather. [Hint—
the crowds abate when the
weather turns rainy.]
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traits.com> a daily project
which won him praise from
USA Today, the Times of London, Playboy, and was chosen as Yahoo! Site of the Day
(a big deal at the time). Bill
is the co-host of the popular
photography podcast On
Taking Pictures featured on
the 5by5 Network, as well as a
member of the American Society of Media Photographers.
Tonight is the third competi- Visit Bill’s website at <www.billwadman.com> for more
tion of the new year. What
will the judge say about your about him and his work.
images? Will you agree?
Which photos will be chosen
as Images-of-the-Month? The
only way to find out the answers to these probing questions is to come on down and
enter. Full rules are available
from the Competition or the
Membership Committees at
© Sarah Corbin
any meeting. Remember, print
entries must be submitted by
Tuesday, December 6
6:45 p.m. so that we may get
Photo Event—
under way with the competiSoho Photo Opening
tion promptly at 7 p.m. PDI
entries must be submitted by
Soho Photo Gallery is pleased
midnight one week prior to
to announce its December
today— October 31st. Just a
show will feature seven solo
reminder, you may enter up to shows by Gallery members.
four images in tonight’s comAmong those included in this
petition, but no more than two exhibit are Park West’s very
in any one category. Tonight’s
own Sarah Corbin, with a portjudge is Bill Wadman. Bill is an folio entitled, Crin Blanc (White
American portrait photograMane): Horses of the Camargue,
pher living in Brooklyn. His
and another by Wayne Parimages have been seen on the
sons, who has presented to the
covers and pages of major
Club, entitled Stepping Up—or
publications throughout the
Down. The reception will be
world. In 2007, Bill launched
held today, from 6 to 8 p.m.
his career with <www.365por- The gallery is open for viewing
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Wednesdays through Sundays
from 1 to 6 p.m., by appointment, and on Monday nights
at our Club meetings. For more
info on this and other exhibits,
go to the Soho Gallery website
at <www.sohophoto.com>
Wednesday, December 7
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting

professor of photography
at several Long Island colleges. Lois has taught
workshops at B&H Photo,
Peters Valley Craft Center,
and the Chelsea Center.
She is also co-owner of Image Factory, a business that
warm pair of gloves; but
conducts workshops in experplease leave your tripod at
imental digital photography
home. We’ll meet at the
processes. Learn more about
Josephine Lowell Fountain (6th Lois and her photography at
Avenue and 41st Street) at 4
<www.loisyoumans.com>The
p.m. Sign up at any meeting or curtain raiser for this evening
by contacting the trip leader:
is longtime PWCC member,
Suisan Sigrist 212-758-0036
and former Club correspond(not a cell phone) or via e-mail ing secretary, Natalie Manzino.
at <susans24752@yahoo.com>
If you must cancel at the last
minute, contact the leader so
the group doesn't have to wait
for you.

Professional Women Photographers is a group of women
photographers who network
and share their images and experiences. Tonight’s meeting is
the annual holiday party and
show-and-share. The meetings
are held at the Metropolitan
Opera Guild, in the Samuel B.
& David Rose Building, 70
Lincoln Center Plaza (65th
Street between Broadway and
* Monday, December 12
Amsterdam Avenue) The
Guest Speaker—
doors open at 6:00 p.m. and the
Lois Youmans
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.
There is a $10 fee for nonTonight’s guest photographer
members of the organization.
is Lois Yumans. Lois is a native
New Yorker, who lives and
* Sunday, December 8
works on Long Island. Her
Field Trip—Bryant Park
photographs have been included in numerous group exGet into the Christmas spirit.
hibitions in the USA, Italy,
At this time of year Bryant
China, and Russia, as well as
Park, located right in back of
several solo exhibitions in New
the Public Library’s main
branch, is alive with the sights, York, Italy, and Korea. Lois is a
sounds, and smells of holidays strong proponent of maintainin New York City. There will be ing a community with other
hordes skating on the ice; there artists, and is a founding
member and past president of
will be shoppers strolling
through the market stalls; and fotofoto gallery, in Huntington,
N.Y. She holds an M.F.A. dethere will be chestnuts roastgree from Long Island Univering… Bring your flash, extra
sity and is currently an adjunct
cards and batteries, and a
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© Lois Youmans
* Thursday, December 14
Field Trip—Christmas Lights
We’re going to the Dyker
Heights section of Brooklyn to
spend several glorious and
bone-chilling hours shooting
the Christmas light displays of
this well-to-do residential area
—called by the New York
Times “the best free show in
the City.” Be sure to dress for
the occasion (it’s bound to be
cold and windy, so be prepared). We’ll meet on the
downtown platform of the Q-
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ing into the competitions,
whatever. We start at 7 p.m.
The doors open at 6:30 p.m.
so you may enter your images. (Please don’t arrive any
earlier.) All this will take
place at the home of Chuck
and Helen Pine. See page 42
for the address and directions.

N-R trains at Union Square/
14th Street at 4 p.m. For those
who want to get to Brooklyn
on their own, we’ll meet you
on the southeast corner of 86th
Street and 4th Avenue in
Brooklyn, just upstairs from
the subway station, at 5 p.m.
From there we’ll take the B64
bus to 12th Avenue. Be sure to
bring your MetroCard, cash for
dinner, and your tripod with
remote release. Sign up at any
Club meeting or by contacting
the trip’s leader: Susan Sigrist, * Monday, December 19
212-758-0036 (not a cell phone)
PWCC Holiday Party
or <susans24752@yahoo.com>
Time to check your calendar
and make your plans to attend
Park West’s annual holiday
party. Come celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa,
New Year’s, et al. Details may
be found in this issue of Photo
Notes on page 4. The party will
take place at the home of
Chuck and Helen Pine. See below for the address and direc* Thursday, December 15
tions to the Pine’s.
Projected Image Workshop
All Club members are invited
to bring up to five PDI images
(on a flash drive) for an honest,
but gentle, critique of their
work. These may be finished
images, works in progress,
shots you’re thinking of enter-
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32-foot-high, gold-colored,
4,000-pound steel holiday icon
across the street from The
Plaza hotel (Manhattan) to kick
off the Jewish Festival of
Lights; lightings for that one
generally take place at 5:30
p.m., though Friday’s is
around 3:30 p.m. and Saturday’s at 8 p.m., bookending the Sabbath.
Across the East River,
go to the top of
Prospect Park to see
its similarly sized rival illuminated; lightings are at 6 p.m. most
evenings, with Friday’s at 3:30 p.m. and
Saturday’s at 7 p.m..
The Brooklyn organizers typically host a

kickoff concert prior to the
lighting on Hanukkah’s first
night, at which they serve
potato pancakes. This year,
Hanukkah spans Christmas
Eve through New Year’s Eve—
talk about planning!

Sat, Dec 24—Sat, Dec 31
Photo Op—Menorah Lightings Monday, December 26
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Both the Manhattan and
Have a happy and safe holiday
Brooklyn Grand Army Plazas
host competitors in the race for season—filled with good
the World’s Largest Hanukkah health and even better photography experiences!
Menorah. Gather around the
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Canal Street station. Walk
south on Church Street/Sixth
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue three blocks to White
Avenue of the Americas and
Street, make a right turn, and
West Broadway. Take the #1
train to the Franklin Street sta- walk half a block to the gallery.
Although a longer walk, take
tion (one stop below Canal
any other train to Canal Street,
Street). Walk one block north
walk west to Church Street,
on West Broadway to White
Saturday, December 31
and follow the directions imstreet, make a right turn, and
Happy New Year!
walk half a block to the gallery. mediately above. Street parkWhether you’re going to Times
Take the A, C, or E train to the ing is available, but limited.
Square, Central Park, a fancy
restaurant, or just staying
home to celebrate, be safe,
Table of Contents
bundle up (if you’re venturing
outdoors, and take lots of
Club News
Photography News
wonderful photos..
2 Who’s Who at PWCC
25 Depth of Field
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28 Landscapes Tips
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28 Landscapes Gear
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season—filled with good
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34 B&H Event Space
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Take the #1, 2, or 3, trains to
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96th Street (exit at the south
42 Directions
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end of the station) or the M7,
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19 Croton Field Trip Pix
M11, or M104 bus to 93rd/94th
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Streets. From the train or bus,
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Directions to Soho Photo

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

42

