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Club Oﬃcers

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent
not-for-profit corporation. Guests are always
welcome.
The PWCC newsletter, Photo Notes, is published
every month by and for the members of the Park
West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are
available to non-members by e-mail at no charge.
Printed issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller
items of photographic or general interest are
always accepted. The staff of Photo Notes
reserves the right to edit any submissions
which are published.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing digitally.
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President’s Message
As you have probably read
from our weekly Club Bulletin,
PWCC has postponed our
meetings, field trips, and other
activities for the month of
March. Soho Photo Gallery
decided to close its doors first,
so our course of action was
reinforced. The Corona Virus
is on the march or not!
The world has embraced
this black swan and basically
canceled and/or postponed
human activity to prevent its
spread. Most travel to the USA
is banned; travelers have been
quarantined. Sporting and
most other activities where
crowds gather are likewise
canceled. Schools are closing.
The economy, both American
and overseas is tanking; the
Stock Market is down. The
eight other camera clubs of
NYMACC have canceled and
curtailed their meetings and
guest speakers. Restaurants
have been reporting much less
business since this virus has
been prevalent. On the web,
I’m constantly getting emails
announcing this cancelation or
that closing and various vendors who are explaining things
that they are doing to combat
this outbreak. It will probably
get worse until the warmer
weather reverses the trend (not
many cases in hot climates!).
Here is a thread from Ugly
Hedgehog Photography forum, which I follow daily. It
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provides some non-political,
cogent observations by a
physician from Massachusetts.
<www.uglyhedgehog.com/
t-635903-1.html>
“I am a practicing internal
medicine physician in Massachusetts and thought I should
share some of my thoughts. Most
important—please forget your
politics and try to all work together as a community. This current

situation is extremely serious and
will continue to change all our
lives in many ways for weeks and
months to come. We have to brace
for impact here, and we should not
be counting on getting a lucky
break. There is no scientific evidence that a first generation mutation of such a virus will follow
seasonal patterns. It is my desperate hope, but I would not count on
it. The situation in Northern Italy
is terrifying. The main reason we
have barely seen any cases in our
communities yet is because we
have not been testing on a larger
scale. It is as simple that. Until
the last couple of days or so, I have
encountered multiple situations
Continued on page 15
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All PWCC meetings, field
trips, workshops, classes,
and most other activities
are canceled!!!
Soho Photo Gallery is
closed until further notice. So
is just about everything else in
the City, let alone the country
and the world.
The best advice—as if you
haven’t heard this before—is
to remain in your homes, selfquarantine yourself and your
family/loved ones. Only go
out for the essentials (food,
water, walk the dog, or whatever.)
Be safe and be well.
There is no weekend field
trip planned for Memorial
Weekend in May!
The summer field trip to
the Badlands and Black Hills
of South Dakota is currently on
hold! [See page 6]
The all new and improved
Expanding Visions 26 class, set
for May and June, is also on
hold! [See pages 7 & 8]

Still On
(more or less)
Activities which do not involve being in groups may
or may not be affected by
the Coronavirus disease (the
COVID-19 pandemic).
The Club is going ahead
with its plans for the photo
print exhibit at the Ryan/
Chelsea-Clinton Community Health Center. We’ll just
have to wait and see if the
pandemic situation is resolved when the time comes
to hang the show. Everything prior to the hanging
may be done at home or
with a quick trip to a framing shop—if you can find
one open. [See page 9]
Plans for the image exchange with the Pretoria
Photographic Society are in
progress. All the preparation for this event can be
done in the comfort of your
own home and your email
account. [See page 9]
The ExCom is also looking into ways to hold our
PDI competitions using the
magic of the internet.
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Badlands & Black Hills

Club Participation Nites

The Club is considering an extended field trip to Badlands
National Park and the Black
Hills of South Dakota. We’re
thinking about going in the
summer of 2020. For those of
you not in the know, this will
include photo ops of Mount
Rushmore, Custer State Park
(home to the country’s largest
population of bison), and
many other great spots for
shooting landscapes, wildlife,
cowboys, and the old west in
general.
Prices and exact dates have
not yet been determined. We’re
just starting to investigate and
would like to know if you have
any interest in this trip.
If you are interested, please
let Chuck Pine know your intentions by contacting him by
email at <pwccny@aol.com>
or by phone at 212-932-7665.
The last time the Club went
out there was in 2002. We had
a wonderful photographic

This coming year there will be
four programs that require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities still
on the agenda…
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• March 23rd—Theme Night:
Light ”Photography” means
”to write with light.” This is
your opportunity to interpret
this definition any way you’d
like. Be literal; be creative; be
whatever. Just have fun and
bring in some great images.

• March 9th—Table Top and
Still Life Workshop The Club
will provide the lights. The
members will provide the
props. This includes small
objects, glassware, flowers, and Another T-shirt…
any other items that will fit on
a small table and just beg to be was sent in by Club member
photographed. Instructional
Will Aimesbury. Cool, huh?
tidbits on lighting, composing
and the like will be available.

experience despite the fact that
we had to evacuate the town
of Keystone due to a raging
forest fire. What a trip!
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Town and Country
Park West Camera Club will
exhibit photographs in the
public areas of the Ryan/
Chelsea-Clinton Community
Health Center in midtown, NY.
The exhibit is presented as a
public service to the center and
its clients. This non-juried
show is open to all members of
the Club.
Photographs should evoke
a positive, life affirming atmosphere, and should be of the
highest quality, both esthetically and technically. They should
be compatible with being
shown in a health care center
that is open to people of all
ages and backgrounds.
Members who wish to
participate should send two
digital images, sized as for
Club competition (1,400 pixels
wide x 1,050 pixels tall x 72ppi)
to <ryanentry@yahoo.com>
We will accept one photograph
from each applicant and may
consider a second if space is
available. Because the exhibit
space is somewhat limited,
acceptance of images will be
on a first come, first served
basis. Each participant will pay
a single fee of $20. to defray
hanging and labeling costs.
For complete details, ask
the Gallery or check the Club’s
website.
If you have any questions,
you may email them to
<ryanentry@yahoo.com> We are
happy to help!
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Image Exchange
To All PWCC Members,
We have been in touch with members of the Pretoria
Photographic Society (http://pretoriaphotographic.co.za/)
in Pretoria, South Africa.
They have proposed an exchange of images or an interclub competition. No details have been worked out pending
a show of interest on our part.
If you would be interested in participating in an international exchange of some sort, please respond to this by
emailing to <pwccny@gmail.com>
If you would be interested in joining a committee to work
on this project, please indicate that as well.
I look forward to hearing from you all,
Helen Pine
Corresponding Secretary
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PWCC 2019-2020 Schedule
September
1
Chuck Pine Picnic
2
No Meeting (Labor Day)
9
Welcome Back
16
Guest Speaker (Leland Bobbé)
23
Business Meeting #1
30
No Meeting (Rosh Hashanah)
October
7
Competition #1 Canceled
14
No Meeting (Columbus Day)
21
Guest Speaker (Jane Schreibman)
28
Halloween Costume Party and Shoot
November
4
Competition #2 (Marilyn Stern)
11
Workshop—Portfolio How-to
18
Guest Speaker (Bill Wadman)
25
Business Meeting #2
December
2
9
Competition #3 (Bill Wadman)
16
Holiday Party
23
Winter Holiday
30
Winter Holiday
January
6
Competition #4 (Leland Bobbé)
13
Portfolio Review
20
Guest Speaker (John Millisenda)
27
Theme Night—Weather
February
3
Competition #5 (Jean Miele)
10
Workshop—Photoshop (David Atlas)
17
Guest Speaker (Bill Brandt)
24
Portfolio Review

March 2020

March
2
Competition #6 (Jill Waterman)
9
Workshop—Table Top & Still Life
16
Guest Speaker (Charles Chessler)
23
Theme Night—Light
30
Business Meeting #3
April
6
13
20
27

Competition #7 (Thomas Mintz)
Competition Make-up
Guest Speaker (Ismael Ferdous)
Club’s Night Out—Sony Store

May
4
11
18
25

Competition #8 (Nir Arieli)
Guest Speaker (Thomas Holton)
Business Meeting #4
Memorial Day (No Meeting)

June
1
8
15
22
29

Year-End Competition (TBA)
Otto Litzel Dinner
ExCom Planning Meeting
Summer Meeting
No Meeting

Field trips, classes, additional workshops,
and the 2020 summer schedule will be published as the information becomes available.
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Images of the Month
March 2020
by Jerry Vogel

Print-of-the-Month
Libation by Paul Greebanier

Honor Prints
Untitled by Bill,Apple
Untitled by Madeline Barbara
Quarantined by John Brengelman
Carlsbad Cavern by Justine Carson
Evidence by Paul Grebanier
Swimmingly Cool by Elena Peirpont
Gamecock Cottage by Howard Stevens

PDI-of-the-Month
Inbound
© David Cassidy

Print-of-the-Month
Libation
© Paul Greebanier

PDI-of-the-Month
Inbound by David Cassidy

Honor PDIs
Light Trails Manhattan by David Campbell
Toilet by Nicole Dosso
Ferry Riders by Christine Doyle
Waiting by Christine Doyle
American by Paula Paterniti
Going to Grandmas by Elena Pierpont
Looking Up by Elena Pierpont
Ship Shape by Larry Sapadin
Peonie and Dahlia by Joan Slatkin
Sunset by Alice Somma
Gorilla Parent and Child by Harriet Stein
South Old Sunset by Laura Toledo
Wheel Rolling by Laura Toledo
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Cumulative Point Totals
through March 2020
by Jerry Vogel

Prints
Paul Grebanier
Madeleine Barbara
John Brengelman
Elena Pierpont
Justine Carson
Oggy Doytchinov
Paula Paterniti
Howard Stevens
George Hansen
Sarah Corbin
Natalie Manzino
Bill Apple
Larry Rubin
Florence Forman
Alice Somma
Ann Broder
Marvin Fink
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PDIs
80
70
68
68
58
58
52
52
50
48
48
46
44
36
36
24
10

Chuck Pine
David Cassidy
Elena Pierpont
Christine Doyle
Hedy Klein
Paul Grebanier
Will Aimesbury
Harriet Stein
Janet Susin
George Hansen
Natalie Manzino
Florence Forman
Julie Foehrenback
Michael Schleiff
John Brengelman
Nicole Dosso
Bill Apple
Harriet Josephs
Larry Sapadin
Catherine Smith
Justine Carson
Paula Paterniti
Alice Somma
Remy Deyglun
Howard Stevens
Dorothy Mills
Joan Slatkin
Jay Bitkower
Susan Rauch
Laura Toledo
Lawrence Kreger
Marty Smith
Ann Broder
Karen Corrigan
Larry Rubin
David Campbell
Barry Fahrer

70
68
62
62
60
58
58
56
56
54
54
54
54
54
52
52
50
48
48
48
44
44
44
42
42
40
40
38
36
36
34
34
32
30
30
26
26

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Gabriel Levit
Marshall Marcovitz
Gerald Reisner
Susan Genaro
Susanne Yellin
Joel Bernstein
Eloisa Huni
Virginia Lawrence
Rita Russo
Puneet Sood
Jerry Vogel
Madeleine Barbara
Renée Harper
Indran Naidoo

22
20
20
18
18
14
14
14
14
12
12
8
6
6

Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!
Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thanks to
our judge, Jill Waterman,
for an excellent job.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!

12

CLUB

Competition Rotation

Photo Notes Deadlines

Committee Liaisons

The members of the Club, at
the May business meeting,
voted to change one of the
rules regarding our monthly
competition. We will go back
to alternating the order of the
prints and PDIs in our eight
monthly competitions beginning in October 2016. Here’s
the schedule:

Issue

Deadline

April 2020

April 6

May 2020

May 4

Summer 2020

August 15

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as a liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Month

Judged First

April

PDIs

May

Prints

June

PDIs

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the
Website Committee for posting
online and to the mailing list.

Photo Cartoon
of the Month

Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee

March 2020
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

March 2020

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Eight
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Volunteers Wanted

Lunch, Anyone?

DeepNude Pulled

The Club is looking for volunteers to join our Audio Visual
sub-committee of the House
Committee. The function of
this “club-within-a-club” is
to set up and operate the Club
AV equipment, namely: the
MacBook computer; the digital
projector; and the boom box
sound system. This gear is
used for our competitions, our
guest presenters, and other
Club activities.
Hands-on training will be
offered to those who decide to
volunteer.
All who volunteer will be
greatly appreciated!

Park West’s president, Ed Lee,
hosts an informal, unofficial
lunch meeting. It meets Friday
at 12:30 p.m. every two or
three weeks. All Club members
(and others) are invited to join.
We get together at a wide
variety of restaurants around
the City to eat and chat.

A software developer who
created an algorithm that can
digitally undress women in
photos has pulled the plug on
his program after being live
for only four days.
DeepNude used artificial
intelligence to create the
“deepfake” images, giving
realistic approximations of
what a woman—it was not
designed to work on men—
might look without her clothes.
Deepfake photos and videos
often appear credible to the
average viewer, prompting
concerns by researchers and
lawmakers about their potential
to mislead the public.
It sorta reminds me of those
x-ray glasses advertised in the
back of my 1950s comic books.

March 2020

The conversations vary
from travel to photography,
from cameras to lenses, and
from personal stuff to Club
activities.
The restaurants tend to be
on the less costly side, often
with lunch specials. We ask for
individual checks. Everyone
pays for what they eat and/or
drink. And we have fun—lots
of fun!
The lunches usually last for
an hour-and-a-half or so to two
hours, but you may leave
whenever you wish. Following
the food and talk, some of the
group goes to a nearby spot for
some shooting.
If you are interested in joining the munch bunch, let Ed
know. You’ll get an email a few
days before the meeting. Please
respond if you’ll be joining the
group so we can reserve the
required space.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

15

CLUB

PWCC Website
by Christine Doyle
●
Park West Camera Club has
a website that is interactive
and very user-friendly.
By creating an account
and signing on to the website, members will be able to
create and update their own
personal galleries and share
their work. (BTW, you can
create multiple galleries if
you like.)
The gallery template
comes with privacy settings
that you control.
We encourage members to
take advantage of this feature and to make their galleries Public so that visitors to the website can see
the great work that our
members are doing, in addition to the monthly competition winners and honors images.
All members are encouraged to join the website. The
website contains links to
videos on a variety of topics
that will help guide you
through many of these processes. Here are some detailed instructions on how to
get started:
To Create Your Account:
● Enter into your browser
the following address:
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org/default.aspx>
● On the home page, press
the Login button in the

March 2020

●

●

●

●

●

upper right hand corner
(below the PWCC logo).
On the login page, scroll
down to the bottom. You
will see a box marked
Membership Information
and Membership Request.
Press the Membership Information button.
On the next page, press
the Create a new User Account and Request Membership button.
Scroll down to the box
marked Login Name. Enter your email address as
your login name. Press
Next.
On the next page you
will be asked to create a
password and reminder
question for that password. Please do so.
On the next page you
will be asked for some
personal information.
You only need to fill in
the lines where required is
indicated.
A request will be sent to
the webmaster to approve your request. The
webmaster will approve
the request and a message will be sent back to
you that you can access
the website as a member.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

To Upload Images to Your
Image Library:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Image Library.
● Scroll down and press the
Upload Images button.
● Scroll down and press the
Select button. This will
open your hard drive.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added at the same time
by pressing multiple
files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading your images.
● After your images are uploaded press Save Images
and Proceed to Edit Page
button.
● At the Edit Page you can
make changes to your
image titles. When done,
press Save any changes and
return to the original page.
You can now go to your
Gallery and upload your
images.
To Create a Member Gallery:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Galleries.
● Scroll down to Member’s
Galleries and press the
Add New Gallery button
(on the right).
● An online form will
open. Here you can customize your gallery, by

16
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•

adding a Title or Description, or adjusting additional settings, such as—
✦ Gallery Visibility
(Private, Organization
Access or Public)
✦ Transition (set how
the images will move)
✦ Options on what to
display (Image Title,
Author, Captions,
Thumbnails, etc.)
● Press the Update Gallery
Options button to save
your settings and preferences. You can now add
images to your gallery.
● The website has a section
for images taken during
PWCC field trips (PWCC
Club Outings). Galleries
for field trip images are
created in the same way
as member galleries.
To Add Images to Your
Gallery:
● After you log in or after
uploading images to
your Image Library, open
the gallery where you
want to display them.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), then at the next
page press either Display
Recent Uploads or Display
All Images (depending on
how recently the images
were uploaded).
● When you end selecting
images for your gallery,
press the Finished Marking Desired Images button.

March 2020

● This will take you to your
gallery page, where you
can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When finished reordering, press
the Save updates to image
order button.
Here is an alternative way to
add images to your gallery:
● After you log in, open the
gallery you want to upload images to.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), at the next page,
press the Upload Images
Into This Gallery button.
● Scroll down and press
the Select button (bottom
left). Your hard drive library will open.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added by selecting multiple files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading the images.
● After your images are
uploaded press the Save
Images and Proceed to Edit
Page button.
● At the Edit New Images in
Gallery page, you can review and edit the image
titles. When done, press
the Save any changes and
return to original page button.
● This will take you to your
gallery page where you

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When
done, press Save updates
to image order button.

Tips for Lightning
Set the horizon—Lightning
takes place in the sky. For this
reason, the field of view must
be set from the horizon up.
Depending on how close
lightning strikes, you will be
including more blank sky
than normal. You shouldn’t
worry about this, because the
sky will be more exciting
when the lightning strikes.
Use manual focus—It is best
to use manual focus when
shooting lightning. Instead
of letting your camera hunt
for focus automatically when
taking every new shot, set a
suitable focus distance
manually and leave your
camera set there.
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President’s Message
Continued
talking to patients on the phone
who have come back from all
kinds of places with obvious
risk of exposure needing medical advice. Our local hospital
and other health care facilities
in the area are doing their best
to get ready for this. The logistics of testing are incredibly
complex. Safety concerns for
other patients, the medical
personal and also dealing with
limited and shrinking supplies.
As of last night there have only
been less than 11,000 tests
performed in the entire country.
It currently takes 3-5 days for
the results to come back. Right
now situations and assessments
change in 24 hours.
“What can we do? Avoid
crowds. No meetings. No business trips. No Disney or spring
break. I honestly hope the public
schools are going to close for a
few weeks and follow the lead
of the colleges. Kids supposedly
don’t get very sick, but obviously will spread the disease
like everyone else. Don’t touch
anything. Wash your hands.
Carry around sanitizer. Change
your routines. Be aware. If you
need medical help and think
Corona is a concern, give your
medical provider or hospital a
call first. Don’t just show up.
Exposing your medical practice
or hospital could lead to the
facility having to self quarantine for two weeks. The same

March 2020

goes obviously with your work
place, school or even a restaurant or any business.
“I know what that means.
We obviously are worried about
who is going to watch the kids,
needing a paycheck, disastrous
consequences for businesses.
Obviously the big picture—the
economy, the stock market, etc.
“The cases in China started
to decrease a few weeks ago. It is
felt that this was accomplished
by extreme measures that could
never be replicated in a western
country. Italy is trying right
now. Other nations will follow.
But we have to start trying.
We cannot say we need to
maintain normalcy to protect
the economy or something
along these lines. That does
not mean we have to panic.
Self report. Self quarantine, if
needed or if exposed. Help the
ones who have to be at home for
a few weeks. Look out for the
elderly, people with medical
issues, people who are in need.
“And again, FORGET
ABOUT POLITICS!”

In Passing
It is with great sorrow that
we announce the passing of
long-time Park West Camera
Club member, George
Hansen. Known to his
friends as “Georgie.’
George was an active
member of the Competition
Committee as well as the
(now-defunct) Archives
Committee.
George finally succumbed
to his afflictions after several
weeks in the hospital.
No plans have been made
regarding a memorial service
but are in the works.
In addition to being an
active Club member, George
also worked with many individual Club members in
using Photoshop, Lightroom,
and other digital software
programs.
Georgie will be sorely
missed by many of us at
PWCC.

Be sure to follow Club
emails for further developments. Be well!

Ed
[This information was accurate
at the time of its writing.
However, things are changing
rapidly.]
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See Spot Run
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Depth of Field
by Bill Apple
What’ve We Lost?
If you’re old enough to remember film, an assignment: Think
how you used to shoot photos
back then, then compare and
contrast that with what you
and your digital camera do
these days.
For sure, we love digital’s
convenience and instant results
—instant access—to our
images. And the pictures are
way cheaper. Your SD card is,
essentially, bottomless and
recyclable, unlike rolls of film.
Knock yourself out.
Then there’s the wondrous
plasticity of digital images
brought into “post”: With
computer and software, you
really can pull a hell lot more
out of RAW files than you ever
could from traditional negatives in the wet darkroom.
On the other hand, we’ve
lost a bit of control and knowhow, mainly owing to camera
automation and powerful
lens designs that have
refocused the entire art of
photography. Things once
thought impossible aren’t
anymore. Anything else?
It never would have
occurred to me, but yes: We’ve
lost…contact sheets!
In the day, “contacts” were
the photographer’s first crack
at seeing work. You’d lay strips
of negatives across a sheet of
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Cover Boy A 1965 proof sheet of Michael Caine by British photographer
David Bailey, forms the cover of the Cleveland show’s catalog. Originally
shot for Time, the print is in the U.K. National Portrait Gallery. Among
Bailey’s other portraits is Queen Elizabeth II. For more on Sir David, check
Wikipedia.
photo paper, cover with a glass
plate, expose under the enlarger (a “contact” print), then develop.
Afterwards you could mark
up the sheet’s individual
frames for crops—with “a
grease pencil” (china marker),
showing what an enlargement
would take in. Then you’d pick
out your “keepers.” That’s a
pretty useful sheet of a dozen,
or 36, little images, a record of
everything on your roll of film.
Just when you needed
that reminder, there’s a new
exhibit—but you’ll have to get
to the Cleveland Museum of
Art, and before the show ends,
April 12. It’s called “Proof:
Photography in the Era of the
Contact Sheet.” A tantalizing
concept.
(Yes, I know: You can still
whip up faux contacts of digital
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images in Adobe Bridge or
Lightroom, as if images were
strips of negatives. Not quite
the same.)
There’s a catalog similarly
named: “Proof: Photography
in the Era of the Contact Sheet
from the Collection of Mark
Schwartz + Bettina Katz,” by
Peter Galassi, Yale University
Press, 272 pages, $65. (See
“Cover Boy,” this page, which
features a sheet of Michael
Caine headshots 1965, a year
before “Alfie” came out, from
the British fashion and portrait
photographer David Bailey.)
Mark Schwartz, a Museum
trustee (now deceased), and
his wife, Bettina Katz, are the
forces behind the show.
They’ve amassed a world-class
Continued on next page
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They’ve amassed a worldclass collection of contact
sheets (and prints). Their first
acquisition, in 2002: a 1950
sheet of Diane Arbus and
then-husband Alan, shot
for Vanity Fair—see “Two
Arbuses,” tbelow.)

In boxes that follow check
some of the photographers’
contacts, the resulting
enlargements they picked to
work on, and the back stories.

*

*

*

Like every PWCCer, I’m
saddened at George Hansen’s
passing last month. He was a
consummate and respected
photographer, studio technician, master printer—and
mentor to Club members.
A rabbi friend, who himself
died around this time in 2016,
used to say: A funeral must
teach two things. That we, each
of us, have so little time left.
And yet despite the hour’s
lateness, there is still so much
we all can, and must, do.
Among issues that the
“Proof” exhibit highlights is
just how intelligently a contact
Continued on next page

Two Arbuses Alan and Diane, shot in 1950 for Vanity Fair
(Condé Nast) by Frances McLaughlin-Gill. It’s the very first
contact sheet the Cleveland couple acquired for their extensive collection.
The Schwartz+Katz collection grew to include some
of the best known photographers, with 180 proofs and
other photos in all. Photographers include Arbus, Avedon,
Harry Benson, Harry Callahan,
Larry Fink, Robert Frank,
Emmet Gowin, Philippe
Halsman, Arnold Newman,
and Irving Penn, among
others. An incisive video by
the curator can be seen at this
link <https://tinyurl.com/
u9hy94o>

March 2020

Marilyn’s Digs In 1951, Life magazine sent Philippe
Halsman to a cramped Hollywood apartment for “glamour”
shots. Halsman, lacking his usual studio setup, forged on
anyway. The sequence shows Monroe opening up for the
“money” shot, which is sadly replete with door knobs, even a
closet’s hinge over her head. After Life’s airbrush treatment,
it still passes for a studio shot.
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sheet offers a window into a
photographer’s creativity,
working process and lifework
overall. Surely, George left
behind lots of film negatives
and contacts.
George’s digital work,
however—layers, selections,
paths, his persnickety perfection!—will demand Herculean
energy and Holmesian smarts
to put together, assuming
someone even possesses his
computer passwords. Like
our friend, all of that could
be lost. Such is the way with
digital photography in the
21st century. I do hope someone knows those passwords.
R.I.P., Georgie.

Less (Or More?) In “Benefit,” Larry Fink photographed a 1977 gala at New
York’s Museum of Modern Art, then indicated in grease pencil (left side) his
crop for one print that shows a detail of this woman’s heavy necklace, without
her head. (I believe she is Toscanini’s wife, Wanda.)

Meet Beatles
On assignment from
the AP, Harry Benson
photographed The
Beatles in a Paris
hotel in 1964, before
taking off for New
York and the Ed
Sullivan show. He
wanted anything
but a straight lineup.
Horsing around worked—
a spontaneous pillow fight.
“This is happiness, this is
movement!” Benson
exclaims in the story behind his
shot <https://tinyurl.com/r73xgds>

Groucho Against Wall Mark Schwartz commissioned Avedon to
photograph Groucho Marx, then asked for a poster-sized blow-up of
the entire contact sheet. Avedon agreed — it was the first (and last)
time he’d supersized a proof sheet. He wasn’t satisfied with the shoot,
however, mostly because he could not get beyond Marx’s comedic
shell. Groucho was always “on.”

March 2020
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Gallery Watching

internment
by Ruth Formanek camps during
and Judy Rosenblatt WW ll,
wartime shift
workers,
Dorothea Lange: Words and
images of
Pictures; Museum of Modern
signs and
Art, 11 West 53rd Street;
billboards, and
through May 9th
rarely seen
later images—
by Judy
Many photographers may feel including a
that their images should speak large one of
a sunlit
for themselves. Dorothea
California oak.
Lange would firmly disagree.
And of course
In the opening text for this
her signature
exhibit, she is quoted as
photo, Migrant
saying: “All photographs—Mother, has a
not only those that are sosection all its
called documentary—can be
fortified by words.” And, later own. AccomMigrant Mother
panying these
in the exhibit: words can
©1936 Dorothea Lange
images are excerpts
“extend, buttress, illuminate,
from government
and explain the photograph.”
reports newspapers, magaSo it is apt that its curators
with Long Memory. The whitechose the relationship between zines, and books that were
kerchiefed woman’s face,
closely interwoven with her
Lange’s images and the texts
shoulders, and hands are backphotographs. Copies of her
that accompanied them to be
lit, so she is dark but etched in
1939 book, American Exodus, a light. She stands in a field
the theme of this excellent
collaboration with her
exhibit.
holding an implement, looking
This is MoMA’s first major husband, are available for
away. Somehow the whole
browsing. The book’s most
solo show in over 50 years of
horror of slavery became real
poignant written excerpts are, in a new way to me as I stood
the work of this renowned
for me, her direct quotes of
20th Century photographer.
before her. But not all of
what the migrants themselves Lange’s portraits are heartThe100-or-so prints from
had to say about their lives.
the museum’s collection
rending.
She had a gift of engaging
shown here span a career that
There is a lovely image of a
people, getting close to them.
extended way beyond the
boy comfortably stretched out
They never seem intimidated
gripping 1930’s portraits of
on the back of a horse, smiling
by this woman with a camera, down at the photographer.
struggling migrant farmers
and their dignity shines
that made her famous. They
And we get to meet Lange’s
are grouped in clearly defined through in Lange’s beautifully good neighbor, who kept
composed images.
categories, from her work for
I am especially haunted by
the Farm Security AdministraContinued on next page
a1937 image entitled Ex-slave
tion to coverage of Japanese
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far from being
realized. I wonder how she
would feel about
today’s imagesaturated world,
still plagued
with injustice
and dislocated
people. I suspect
she’d be out
there documenting their plights,
just as she did
before.

Ex-Slave with Long Memory
©1937 Dorothea Lange
Lange’s family together when
she was hospitalized. We also
get to meet Lange herself in a
1965 home movie of John
Szarkowski’s visit to Lange’s
home to work with her on
planning her first solo MoMA
exhibit. She was already diagnosed with cancer and died
before the exhibition opened.
Lange’s photographs are
so strong that I think you
could argue they do speak for
themselves. Yet photographs,
especially those with a social
message, do have contexts, so
I essentially agree with her that
they can be “buttressed” with
words. From what she said,
Lange felt that photography’s
potential for social good was
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By Ruth
Dorothea Lange was born in
1895 and died of cancer in
1965. She photographed with
what looks like a large format
camera, and in the tradition of
social reformers like Jacob Riis
and Walker Evans.
Photography to her had
a purpose: to call viewers’
attention to the miseries of the
age which created victims.
The Great Depression was
one of the events she was
drawn to, as well as the Dust
Bowl and the internment of
Japanese-Americans in World
War II, in California. MoMA’s
second show of Lange’s work
is very moving to the viewer
who most likely is familiar
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only with the iconic Migrant
Mother portrait. Mrs. Thompson, the migrant, stayed in a
camp established for migrants
of the Dust Bowl; they lived in
tents and often had to sell
them to buy food. Once
Lange’s portrait was reproduced in a California newspaper, however the federal
government sent 20,000
pounds of food to the 2,500
migrants in this camp.
Lange worked for a New
Deal agency (Farm Security
Administration) also depicted
in the film The Grapes of Wrath.
The migrants walked and
drove west searching for
work and becoming increasingly more destitute and, one
assumes, more depressed.
Many of them had children;
Mrs. Thompson had seven.
While the Dust Bowl lacked
rain, the pea farms which
employed many migratory
workers had a plethora of it
spoiling the crop and keeping
the migrants unemployed.
Lange’s style of shooting
was straightforward and realistic, in addition to devices that
were current in photography
in the 1930s and forties. A very
effective device was her use of
a diagonal perspective, her
occasionally symmetrical
emphasis on rows of vegetables. But these devices never
Continued on next page
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It's not lit
adequately but
there are tables
with books of
Lange’s photos
which helped me
to see them better
than those on the
walls. Also, see
the videos.

Damaged Child
©1936 Dorothea Lange

never interfere with her strong
convictions and sympathy for
the downtrodden.
The New York Times, in its
sometimes tone-deaf perception of society, had in its recent
glitzy Style supplement an appreciation of Lange’s work. It
was placed near the Times’
double-spread ad of seaside
apartments in Florida. Their
prices, for one unit, begin at
six million bucks; if you want
a penthouse apartment, it's
yours for 35 million. I wonder
how much money for food
Mrs. Thompson received
when she sold the family tent,
and later, when she sold the
family's car tires.
See this show!
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Sunlit Oak
©1957 Dorothea Lange

Pledge of Allegiance
©1942 Dorothea Lange

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

24

PHOTOGRAPHY

Bird Blurs
by Peter Houts
This is a follow-up to my
recent presentation at the
PWCC portfolio review.
Here is basic information
about how to photograph
flying birds at slow shutter
speeds:
• Shutter priority 1/8 of a
second. On grey days with
low light levels this may
work.
• On bright days you will also
need a neutral density filter.
• Closer birds which are the
size of gulls or larger are
best.
• Track flying birds taking
multiple shots—one by one
and/or in bursts
• Take many photographs
and examine each on your
computer since you cannot
tell in advance which will be
satisfactory. Expect about 300
shots for one useable image.
• Process in photoshop going
first to Image > Adjustments
> Shadows/Highlights and
then to Image > Adjustments > Brightness/Contrast—adjust as you see fit

summer. It is only accessible by
car with a GPS. An hour trip
from Manhattan. Terns, Oyster
Catchers, and Black Skimmers
all nest there. In the spring
there could be as many as
1,000 birds nesting, flying
and feeding their young.
I have also had good luck
at Central Park near Columbus
Circle as well as on the pond
near 62nd Street. I have thrown
bread pieces into the air which
attracts the birds. While this is
officially not allowed, park
staff have not bothered me
about this. Club member Jerry
Vogel has taken some excellent
bird blurs in the park as well.

Here is a link to my Drop Box
account to see the 40 photos in
my presentation. <https://
www.dropbox.com/sh/
js3s8aoewc9bezi/AABxIsuSwnibHfYr83ivYhMa?dl=0> I
suggest that you use the full
screen mode by clicking on the
empty rectangle at the top of
the page.
Enjoy!

For PWCC members, the
following information on
locations may be of use…
A majority of my successful
blurred bird photographs were
taken at Nickerson Beach
(close to Jones Beach on Long
Island) in the spring and

March 2020
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Where in the World
These photos were shot by
PWCC member and President
Emeritus, Chuck Pine, a few
years back on a Club field trip
to one of our 50 states.
Can you guess where they
were taken?
Send your answers to us at
<pwccny@aol.com>
Last month’s destination was
Saratoga Springs in upstate
New York.
No correct answers were
submitted last month..

Photo Notes is looking for images for this
”Where in the World?” column. If you would
like to stump and/or amaze your friends and
fellow Club members, submit 4 or 5 images of
your destination to <pwccny@aol.com>
Please size your images as for competition:
72 ppi; maximum width of 1,400 pixels; and
maximum height of 1,050 pixels.
Thank you for your participation

March 2020
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Using Your Camera

There are arguments on
by Chuck Pine both sides of the question. The
first question is if the use of a
filter will affect your images.
To Filter or Not to Filter…
The answer is definitely “yes!”
But, in all my years of photoThat is the question!
In the days of film cameras graphy and using all sorts of
filters, I am still unable to see
and darkroom work—there
any ill effects from using a
were no questions—filters
were a necessity. Today, not so protective filter. None!
much—but some filters are
worth considering.

The basic filter which, in
my opinion, everyone should
use on every lens is a Skylight
(1A) filter, an ultraviolet filter
(UV), or a clear glass filter.
These are for protection of
your lens. Protection from
sticky fingers, air pollution,
dust, and whatever else you
can think of.

March 2020

Of course, I don’t buy
cheap filters±I go for quality
glass. (This doesn’t mean 100s
of dollars.) I also learned how
to use my filters properly—a
great lesson to learn.
On the other hand, it’s
much easier to clean a flat filter
than a lens’ curved front
element. I’ve also dropped
a lens or two in my day.
Was I ever glad that I had
a filter on the front. It was
much better to replace a
$40 filter than a $500 lens!
If you worked with
film in the old days, either
black-and-white or color,
slides or print, you used
filters. Most of the filters
we used to put in front of
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our lenses are now passé due
to the software we use on our
digital files (think Photoshop,
Lightroom, and a ton of others).
There are only two kinds of
filters which you need to have
in your camera bag there days
(not counting the protective
filters mentioned earlier).
These are polarizing and
neutral density filters.

Polarizers cut down on
reflected light, like glare,
enhance colors, especially of
skies and clouds, and do so
much more. What makes them
so important is that what they
do is not (easily) accomplished
in software. Just be sure that
when you buy a polarizing
filter you get what is known as
a “circular” polarizer (this does
not refer to its shape) rather
than a “linear” one. [Google
them if you want to know the
technical stuff.]
Neutral density filters come
in many kinds and have many
uses. But this is for a different
article at a later time.
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Disinfect Your Gear

It’s less clear how safe it is to
use other types of disinfectants, such as peroxideAs the world takes drastic
or bleach-based ones,
measures to slow the spread
and you’ll also want to
of the ongoing coronavirus
be careful with certain
pandemic, having good hand
materials on your gear
hygiene is regarded as one of
such as the genuine
the key ways to protect yourleather used on older/
self and your loved ones. If
higher-end cameras or
you’re a photographer, you
dyed products.
should consider regularly
The bottom line is that
disinfecting the equipment
major lifestyle changes such as
you use throughout the day.
staying away from crowds is
the biggest key for helping
fight the pandemic.
You can also use disinfectant
Photographers can safely
wipes to get rid of germs on
use alcohol wipes on often
your cameras and lenses. From touched objects as additional
the camera side there’s nothing measures.
that can’t be wiped down with
Chimping
bacteriocidal wipes Anything
that’s 60% or more alcohol
Constantly checking
your images on the
LCD display is called
chimping. There is
“Current evidence suggests
nothing wrong with it,
that the coronavirus may stay
unless you’re into street
viable for hours to days on
photography or at a
surfaces made from a variety
wedding or party. You
of materials,” the CDC warns
may miss the decisive
on its website. “Clean AND
moment..
disinfect frequently touched
surfaces daily. This includes
tables, doorknobs, light
should be effective against
switches, countertops, handles, coronavirus. Gear will be virus
desks, phones, keyboards,
free once the alcohol has dried,
toilets, faucets, and sinks.”
until the next virus lands on
Perhaps the one item
it. (Most commercial lens
touched the most throughout
cleaning solutions contain althe day for most people is the cohol as the solvent for
smartphone. Phones can be
smudges, fingerprints, and the
wiped down with disinfectant like.)
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wipes that contain at least 70%
alcohol.
Apple updated
its online guide
for cleaning its
products recently,
telling customers
that it’s perfectly
fine to use disinfectant wipes.
Google told
Consumer Reports
that isopropyl alcohol
wipes can safely be used
on its devices as well.
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free
workshops. Here are a few
of the upcoming offerings…

Tuesday, March 17
Photographing Nature
Speaker: Scott Dere

Wednesday, March 11
f/8 & Be There
Speaker: Brent Eysler

Thursday, March 12
Lighting for Headshots
Speaker: David Piazza

Friday, March 27
Composite Photography
Speaker: Chantalle Todd

Wednesday, March 18
Legal Issues
Speakers: Ed Greenberg
& Jack Reznicki

Check out the B&H website at
<www.bhphoto.com> for all
the details as well as complete lists of other programs,
and to sign up for the course(s)
of your choice. Please note,
they do
accept walk-ins for
events that have not reached
capacity.
The B&H Event Space is on the
second floor of the SuperStore,
located at 420 9th Avenue, on
the corner of 34th Street.

Monday, March 16
Wedding Photography
Speaker: Cliff Mautner

March 2020
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Canceled/Postponed

Penguins Galore

Art Expo New York and [Foto
Solo], the world's largest photo
and art show, has been postponed. It was scheduled to
take place at Pier 94, on the
West Side at 54th Street, from
April 23rd to the 26th.
More details will be provided in the coming days, once
they have confirmed dates
with Pier 94.

Are you interested in a 22-day
expedition to the Falkland
Islands, South Georgia, and
Antarctica? Then have a seat
and fasten your seat belt.
Muench Workshops will be
heading down south (to the
South Ocean) in October, 2020.
This once-in-a-lifetime photo
workshop aboard the icestrengthened polar vessel
Ushuaia is going fast
—only a few cabins
are left. The price
for a double cabin
starts around
$20,000 per person
(singles start around
%34,000 pp).
If you’re really
interested, check out
their website at
<www.muenchworkshops.com>

The 2020 New York Photography Fair, sponsored by the
Daguerreian Society, the premier historic photographic
collecting organization has
been canceled. It was scheduled to be held on Saturday,
April 4th at the Sheraton New
York Times Square Hotel. This
event will not be rescheduled.
The next Daguerreian
Society event, the 32nd Annual
Symposium & Show, will be
held in New York City October
8th-11th.

March 2020
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for
holidays and a curtailed
summer schedule). Please join
us at a meeting or on one of
our other scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated
otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of
activities are detailed directions to our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
All meetings begin at 6:30
p.m. sharp unless otherwise
indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
include: Photo Events which
may be of interest to photographers; and Photo Ops which
offer opportunities to take
photos.
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Options
There are no organized photographic (nor any
other kinds of) activities going on,… anywhere.
That doesn’t mean, however, that you have to
stop your photography.
You can go outdoors—by yourself—and make
images for yourself (as long as you keep a safe
distance from others). This is also a great time to

work on those images that have been sitting on
your desktop, or collecting (virtual) dust in your
media cards for weeks, months, or even years.
If you haven’r yet
done so, this would be
the perfect time to go
through your images
and organize them
into folders, by subject
matter, or whatever.
Have fun and, by
all means, stay safe!
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Yellow-hooded Blackbird
©2019 Chuck Pine
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