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Club Oﬃcers

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent
not-for-profit corporation. Guests are always
welcome.
The PWCC newsletter, Photo Notes, is published
every month by and for the members of the Park
West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are
available to non-members by e-mail at no charge.
Printed issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller
items of photographic or general interest are
always accepted. The staff of Photo Notes
reserves the right to edit any submissions
which are published.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing digitally.

Contact Information
Website
www.parkwestcameraclub.org
E-Mail Address
pwccny@aol.com
Club Mailing Address
319 West 16 Street, #1
NY, NY 10011
Photo Notes Mailing Address
680 West End Avenue, #5D, NY, NY 10025
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President’s Message
The other day a member asked
me about adding storage to
their computer. I suggested
adding an SSD (Solid State
Drive) and to clone their operating system on to the new
drive. There is free software
available to facilitate this.
In general, an SSD is
upwards of 10X the speed of a
conventional hard disk drive.
Your operating system and
software programs will perform loading and saving data
faster. This is just one way of
updating older computers.
Adding RAM will also speed
performance not only with
images and other data but
also with streaming video and
music. For laptops, SSDs are
the same size as conventional
drives and fit in the same bay.
Currently a 128GB SSD runs
around $20 while a Samsung
500GB SSD is about $60 and
may be less with seasonal
sales. Depending on the laptop
model and its layout, the CD/
DVD drive may need to be replaced with the SSD and you
keep the older hard drive as
well. I have thus upgraded two
laptops with 128GB SSDs that I
purchased on sale for $17 each.
Boot-up takes less than 10
seconds! Desktops should not
be a problem with plenty of
slots for additional SSDs (PCs).
You need to research Apple as
the older ones are user upgraded but more recent ones
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2TB Sandisk external SSD is
$249 (Amazon) while a conventional external 2TB Toshiba
hard drive is $49 (Best Buy).
The story is a bit different
with camera storage. High end
cameras are still using CF
memory cards in its conventional form, usually 32 GB or
smaller capacities. Newer
are hard wired and there might
cards with higher capacities
be difficulties.
and speeds include DMA
There are also hybrid
(Direct Memory Access) and
drives which combine both an
Ultra DMA interfaces which
SSD and a regular hard drive.
allow the fastest way to transThey are not as pricey as
fer data between a computer
current 1TB or larger SSDs.
and camera. With larger image
If you prefer not to open
files of 36, 45, 50, 100 MB and
your computer, just buy an
higher, even newer memory
external SSD to speed up your
image and data saves and
Continued on page 12
retrievals. As a comparison a
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You’re Invited to a
Holiday Party
It’s that time of the year
again! Time to mark your
calendars and make your
plans to attend Park West
Camera Club’s holiday party.
This event is scheduled
for Monday night, December
16th. The Holiday Party will
take place in the home of the
Pines (Chuck and Helen)—
680 West End Avenue, corner
of 93rd Street, apartment 5D.
Directions may be found at
the end of the Schedule of
Activities on page 39.
As usual, our hosts will
be roasting a holiday turkey
and preparing all of the
trimmings that go with it
including dressing (stuffing)
and cranberry sauce.

The other main and side
dishes have not yet been
decided upon—we will be
discussing it at the Club’s
November business meeting.
In addition, we’ll be providing hors d’oeuvres (both hot
and cold), desserts (both
finger- and fork-food), and
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beverages (both alcoholic and
soft drinks)—all fit for royalty.

(no cash in the mail, please) to
Pine, 680 West End Avenue
#5D, NY, NY 10025. Be sure
you send it in time to arrive
well before the party.
We’ll start serving dinner
around 7 p.m. (Please do not
arrive prior to 6:30 p.m.)
Members are expected to
We’ll be keeping a list (and pitch in and help—you will be
checking it twice) to make sure asked to sign up with the
Social Committee for either
who’s coming (both naughty
set-up of the buffet tables, KPand nice). Send an e-mail if
duty during the party, and/or
you’d like to attend (or if you
clean-up after the festivities
can’t come so we know that
have concluded. Bring your
you received the message) to
family. Bring your friends.
<pwccny@gmail.com>
Bring your appetite. We will
There will be a charge of
provide the holiday cheer.
$20 per person to cover the
All in all, this is one of the
costs of the food, paper and
yearly Club events that no
plastic goods, beverages, and
other essentials. Your payment PWCCer should miss!
may be given to Chuck or
Helen at any Club
meeting (they will
be accepting your
cash or check—
made out to
PWCC) or
you may mail
your checks
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Badlands & Black Hills

Club Participation Nites

The Club is considering an extended field trip to Badlands
National Park and the Black
Hills of South Dakota. We’re
thinking about going in the
summer of 2020. For those of
you not in the know, this will
include photo ops of Mount
Rushmore, Custer State Park
(home to the country’s largest
population of bison), and
many other great spots for
shooting landscapes, wildlife,
cowboys, and the old west in
general.
Prices and exact dates have
not yet been determined. We’re
just starting to investigate and
would like to know if you have
any interest in this trip.
If you are interested, please
let Chuck Pine know your intentions by contacting him by
email at <pwccny@aol.com>
or by phone at 212-932-7665.
The last time the Club went
out there was in 2002. We had

This coming year there will be
four programs that require
member participation. Here’s a
quick rundown on these fun
and educational activities:

objects, glassware, flowers, and
any other items that will fit on
a small table and just beg to be
photographed. Instructional
tidbits on lighting, composing
and the like will be available.

• January 27th—Theme Night:
Weather ”Cloudy tonight with
a chance of rain.” Sound familiar? We encounter some kind
of weather every day of our
lives. But how often do we go
out there and actually shoot
the clouds, raindrops, snow
flakes, and the rest? Here’s
your opportunity to do so, and
share it with the rest of us.
• March 23rd—Theme Night:
Light ”Photography” means
”to write with light.” This is
your opportunity to interpret
this definition any way you’d
like. Be literal; be creative; be
whatever. Just have fun and
bring in some great images.

a wonderful photographic
experience despite the fact that
we had to evacuate the town
of Keystone due to a raging
forest fire. What a trip!
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• March 9th—Table Top and
Still Life Workshop The Club
will provide the lights. The
members will provide the
props. This includes small
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PWCC 2019-2020 Schedule
September
1
Chuck Pine Picnic
2
No Meeting (Labor Day)
9
Welcome Back
16
Guest Speaker (Leland Bobbé)
23
Business Meeting #1
30
No Meeting (Rosh Hashanah)
October
7
Competition #1 Canceled
14
No Meeting (Columbus Day)
21
Guest Speaker (Jane Schreibman)
28
Halloween Costume Party and Shoot
November
4
Competition #2 (Marilyn Stern)
11
Workshop—Portfolio How-to
18
Guest Speaker (Bill Wadman)
25
Business Meeting #2
December
2
9
Competition #3 (Bill Wadman)
16
Holiday Party
23
Winter Holiday
30
Winter Holiday
January
6
Competition #4 (Leland Bobbé)
13
Portfolio Review
20
Guest Speaker (John Millisenda)
27
Theme Night—Weather
February
3
Competition #5 (Jean Miele)
10
Workshop—Photoshop (David Atlas)
17
Guest Speaker/President’s Day (TBA)
24
Portfolio Review
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March
2
Competition #6 (TBA)
9
Workshop—Table Top & Still Life
16
Guest Speaker (Charles Chessler)
23
Theme Night—Light
30
Business Meeting #3
April
6
13
20
27

Competition #7 (TBA)
Competition Make-up
Guest Speaker (Ismael Ferdous)
Club’s Night Out—Sony Store

May
4
11
18
25

Competition #8 (TBA)
Guest Speaker (TBA)
Business Meeting #4
Memorial Day (No Meeting)

June
1
8
15
22
29

Year-End Competition (TBA)
Otto Litzel Dinner
ExCom Planning Meeting
Summer Meeting
No Meeting

Field trips, classes, additional workshops,
and the 2020 summer schedule will be published as the information becomes available.
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Competition Meeting Canceled
Postponed
Due to the snow, and ice, and dangerously
slippery conditions, the Club’s Executive
Committee decided to cancel the scheduled
monthly competition on Monday evening,
December 2nd. It was rescheduled for the
following Monday, December 9th. Bill
Wadman will still be the judge. The presentation by John Millisenda, on W. Eugene
Smith, originally scheduled for December
9th has been moved to January 20th.
We hope you received the email which
was sent to the Club membership canceling
the meeting in enough time to prevent you
from going out in the storm. The message
was also posted on the Club’s website.
This decision was not made lightly, but
the primary concern of the Club leadership
is the safety and wellbeing of our members.
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Images of the Month
December 2019
by John Brengelman

Print-of-the-Month
Quince by George Hansen

Honor Prints
Fluttering by Madeleine Barbara
Sea Swirl by Marvin Fink

Print-of-the-Month
Quince
© George Hansen

PDI-of-the-Month
Morning in America by Will Aimesbury

Honor PDIs
This is not an Exit by Nicole Dosso
Child on a Wire by Paula Paternity

PDI-of-the-Month
Morning in America
© Will Aimesbury
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Cumulative Point Totals

PDIs

through December 2019
by John Brengelman

Prints
George Hansen
Madeleine Barbara
Oggy Doytchinov
Elena Pierpont
Howard Stevens
Natalie Manzino
John Brengelman
Sarah Corbin
Larry Rubin
Alice Somma
Florence Forman
Paul Grebanier
Paula Paterniti
Marvin Fink
Bill Apple
Justine Carson
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36
28
28
26
24
22
20
16
16
16
14
14
14
10
8
8

Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!
Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thanks to
our judge, Bill Wadman,
for an excellent job.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next month!
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Chuck Pine
Will Aimesbury
David Cassidy
Harriet Stein
Janet Susin
Christine Doyle
Justine Carson
Julie Foehrenback
George Hansen
Harriet Josephs
Hedy Klein
Natalie Manzino
Elena Pierpont
Michael Schleiff
Alice Somma
Bill Apple
Paul Grebanier
Marshall Marcovitz
Nicole Dosso
Dorothy Mills
Catherine Smith
Jay Bitkower
John Brengelman
Lawrence Kreger
Larry Sapadin
Joel Bernstein
Remy Deyglun
Florence Forman
Eloisa Huni
Virginia Lawrence
Paula Paterniti
Gerald Reisner
Rita Russo
Marty Smith
Ann Broder
Susan Genaro
Susan Rauch
Joan Slatkin
Puneet Sood
Howard Stevens
Jerry Vogel
David Campbell
Larry Rubin
Laura Toledo
Barry Fahrer

34
30
26
26
26
24
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
20
20
20
18
18
18
16
16
16
16
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
8
8
8
6
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Competition Rotation

Photo Notes Deadlines

Committee Liaisons

The members of the Club, at
the May business meeting,
voted to change one of the
rules regarding our monthly
competition. We will go back
to alternating the order of the
prints and PDIs in our eight
monthly competitions beginning in October 2016. Here’s
the schedule:

Issue

Deadline

January 2020

January 6

February 2020

February 3

March 2020

March 2

April 2020

April 6

May 2020

May 4

Summer 2020

August 15

The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as a liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June

Judged First
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs
Prints
PDIs

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the
Website Committee for posting
online and to the mailing list.

Photo Cartoon
of the Month

Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!

December 2019

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Eight
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Volunteers Wanted

Lunch, Anyone?

The Club is looking for volunteers to join our Audio Visual
sub-committee of the House
Committee. The function of
this “club-within-a-club” is
to set up and operate the Club
AV equipment, namely: the
MacBook computer; the digital
projector; and the boom box
sound system. This gear is
used for our competitions, our
guest presenters, and other
Club activities.
Hands-on training will be
offered to those who decide to
volunteer.
All who volunteer will be
greatly appreciated!

Park West’s president, Ed Lee,
hosts an informal, unofficial
lunch meeting. It meets Friday
at 12:30 p.m. every two or
three weeks. All Club members
(and others) are invited to join.
We get together at a wide
variety of restaurants around
the City to eat and chat.
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The conversations vary
from travel to photography,
from cameras to lenses, and
from personal stuff to Club
activities.
The restaurants tend to be
on the less costly side, often
with lunch specials. We ask for
individual checks. Everyone
pays for what they eat and/or
drink. And we have fun—lots
of fun!
The lunches usually last for
an hour-and-a-half or so to two
hours, but you may leave
whenever you wish. Following
the food and talk, some of the
group goes to a nearby spot for
some shooting.
If you are interested in joining the munch bunch, let Ed
know. You’ll get an email a few
days before the meeting. Please
respond if you’ll be joining the
group so we can reserve the
required space.
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President’s Message
(continued)

cards have been developed, CF
Express and XQD, with higher
capacities and cost.
Most of us use the ubiquitous SD card which is available
almost everywhere and relatively cheap! As with CF cards,
these come in a large variety of
capacities and speeds as well
as manufacturers' definition of
“Class.” Generally the higher
the class, 2, 4, 6, 8 or 10, the
faster the read/write abilities
of the memory card. The “fly
in the ointment” is that each
brand has their own definition;
one Class 10 is different than
another brand's Class 10.
The second factor is the
actual read/write speed. This
is expressed as “80MB/s” or
“150MB/s,” the higher the
better. And the last point is
cost! The higher the read/
write speed, the more costly
the card. Currently, Amazon
offers a Sandisk 64 GB SD,
Continued on page 14
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ExCom Minutes
by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
November 25, 2019
Present: Executive Committee
members President Ed Lee,
Vice President Michael Schleiff,
Corresponding Secretary
Helen Pine, Recording Secretary Christine Doyle, Treasurer
Maria Fernandez, and President Emeritus Chuck Pine.
Members Marilyn Fish-Glynn
and George Hansen were also
present.

Ed Lee discussed the offer of
sponsorship received from
Travelers Insurance Company.
Chuck Pine noted that the
Club has received similar
offers from other companies,
such as Hunt’s Photo & Video.
The consensus was that the
Club should not accept such
sponsorship offers, but the
Copies of the Business Meeting issue will be presented to
agenda, which was circulated
members at the Business
by email, were passed out for
Meeting.
further review.
Maria Fernandez raised the
There was a discussion about
issue of the Club’s bank
the proposed general and
account, which is currently at
directors and officers liability
Citibank. They are requesting
insurance policies that were
personal information about the
circulated a few weeks ago by Club’s officers. Also, Citibank
Christine Doyle. Some issues
is raising the monthly fees
remain unclear, including
and other service charges that
whether the Club’s equipment, the Club has to pay. Maria
valued at approximately
suggested the Club consider
$5,000, would be covered if it
changing banks. Maria has
were stolen; and whether the
visited HSBC bank and passed
coverage extends to Club activ- out information about their
ities outside of the Gallery
policies. Chuck Pine said he
(e.g., field trips). Christine will would ask other banks to see
follow up with the insurance
what other options may be
broker and report back. In
open to the Club.
addition, Michael Schleiff
offered to check the insurance Maria also passed out her
company’s references through Treasurer’s report. The Club
has an available balance of
A.M. Best.
$12,525 as of November 25,
2019. Due to a scheduling
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conflict at Soho Photo Gallery,
the Club could not hold its
regularly scheduled meeting
on October 7th. Besides not
paying to rent the space for
that night, Soho Photo also
graciously gave the Club a free
evening at the gallery.
Chuck Pine noted that the
software he’s been using to
shrink the pdf file of the Photo
Notes newsletter [Small PDF]
will no longer be free of
charge. (Helen Pine also uses
the software to create PDFs of
the monthly competitions.)
Chuck reported that he tried a
different software, also free,
which seems to work well. It
was agreed that Chuck and
Helen would continue to use
the new software to see if it
works satisfactorily. If not, the
Club will buy a subscription to
Shrink PDF ($7/month).
Michael Schleiff noted that we
will need to renew the Club
website’s annual membership
subscription at the end of the
year. It was agreed that
Michael should do so when he
receives notification.
Jan Noordin, who chaired the
Workshop Committee last year,
has changed jobs and has not
been able to re-join the Club
this year. It was agreed to leave
the chair open for the time
being, with Ed Lee, the
Executive Committee liaison,
overseeing future workshops.
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Business Meeting Recap

the trip leader know as soon
as possible so that the other
attendees are not kept
waiting.

by Christine Doyle
Recording Secretary
November 25, 2019
available balance of $12,525 as
(This is a draft copy and has not
yet been approved by the member- of November 25, 2019. Also,
because the Club could not
ship.)
hold its regularly scheduled
meeting on October 7th due to
I. Call To Order: President Ed
Lee called the meeting to order a scheduling conflict at Soho
at 6:38 p.m. and introduced the Photo Gallery, the Club did
pay rent for that night. Also,
other members of the Executive Committee: Vice President Soho Photo graciously gave
the Club a free meeting at the
Michael Schleiff, Corresponding Secretary Helen Pine, Trea- gallery.
surer Maria Fernandez,
Recording Secretary Christine IV. Committee Reports
Doyle,, and President Emeritus
Chuck Pine. With 27 members Competition: Co-Chair John
Brengelman was not able to
present, a quorum was met.
attend. Maria Fernandez
reported that digital images
II. Minutes of Previous Busifor the December 2nd compeness Meeting: Members
tition are due by midnight
present agreed to waive the
tonight. Prints must be entered
reading of, and accept the
minutes of the September 23rd no later than 6:15 p.m. on
competition night. .
business meeting. Helen Pine
reminded members that the
minutes are the Club’s official
record of business, and that it
was important that members
bring any changes they have to
the Executive Committee’s
attention. It was noted that the
business meeting minutes are
now posted on the Club’s
website, in addition to being in
the Club’s newsletter..
III. Treasurer’s Report: Maria
Fernandez reported the
following: the Club has an
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Field Trip: Co-chair Susan
Sigrist reported that sign-up
sheets for four new field trips
— Dyker Heights Christmas
lights, Staten Island lantern
show, the Brooklyn Botanic
Gardens in winter, and a
midtown gallery hop—were
being circulated. If any members have ideas for field trips,
please contact Susan or Cochair Paul Grebanier. Also, if
you sign up for a field trip and
decide not to attend, please let

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Gallery: Helen Pine, who is the
Executive Committee liaison to
the Gallery Committee, is considering possible venues for a
Club exhibit. Natalie Manzino
reported that she had not
heard back from anyone at the
Ryan Chelsea-Clinton Health
Center, and that she would try
to stop by when she is next in
the neighborhood.
House: Chair Marty Smith
thanked members for helping
to set up for the evening.
Members were reminded to
put away their chairs at the
end of tonight’s meeting.
Membership: Co-Chair
Marlene Schonbrun reported
that the Club now has 86 paid
members, including four from
Expanding Visions. New
members will be asked to prepare short bios about themselves for the Photo Notes
newsletter.
Newsletter: Chair Chuck Pine
reported that the deadline for
submitting articles for the December issue of Photo Notes is
Monday, December 2nd. If
anyone has content that they
would like to submit, e.g., articles or personal portfolios,
please submit it as soon as
possible.
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Program: Chair Marilyn FishGlynn reported that Bill
Wadman will judge the
December competition; Leland
Bobbé will judge the January
competition; and Jean Miele
will judge the February competition. John Milisenda will be
the guest speaker in December
(he will talk about W. Eugene
Smith); Charles Chessler will
be the guest speaker in March;
and Ismael Ferdous will be
guest speaker in April. Marilyn
noted that judges and speakers
are selected based, in part,
on willingness and availability. Ed Lee thanked
Marilyn for her work.

business meeting minutes,
workshop presentation handouts, and personal galleries.
Please contact Michael or
Christine if there is anything
else you’d like added to the
website. Also, we will be renewing our website subscription soon.
In response to a question
from Helen Pine, Michael said
he would provide data on how
many people are visiting the
Club’s website and viewing
personal galleries.

Social: Chair Natalie
Manzino reported that
refreshments are available now and after the
meeting. She also noted
that she will soon create a
sign-up list for volunteers to help set up,
serve, and clean up at the
year-end holiday party
(see also below under
New Business for additional details).
Website: Chair Michael Schleiff
reported that 57 (out of 86)
members have created
accounts on the Club’s website.
He and Christine Doyle will be
contacting those members who
have not yet signed up. Many
Club materials on the website
are only accessible to members
who have accounts, including
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V. Old Business
1. Club and Officers/Members
Liability Insurance: Christine
Doyle reported that the Executive Committee is exploring
obtaining general and directors
and officers insurance for the
Club, which it does not now
have. Chuck Pine noted that,
for a few years after it relocated from the West Side Y, the
Club had insurance coverage
through the Photographic Society of America (PSA). PSA,
however, subsequently
dropped selling insurance to
member clubs due to lack of
interest, and the Club has not
had insurance coverage
since. Updates will be forthcoming.
2. NYMACC and New Image
Exchange Activities with
Other Clubs: Ed is working
on an image exchange with
NYMACC (New York Metro
Area Camera Council) members, and asked members to
send him 6-10 images for a
slideshow within the next
few weeks.

Workshop: Ed Lee reported
that everyone seemed to have
a good time at the Club’s
Halloween shoot. In March
there will be a workshop on
lightbox and macro photography; Ed will set up the
lighting and other equipment.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

3. Call for New Club Business
Card Images: A new Club
business card is going to be
created using selected member
images. Members can submit
images through the end of
December.
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4. Call for Volunteers for
Audio-Visual Familiarization
and Club Committees:
Christine Doyle asked for
volunteers to familiarize themselves with setting up the
Club’s computer, projector
and speaker system for competitions, guest speaker nights,
and other events. Michael
added that he will be updating
the laptop’s software over the
holidays.

would follow up
with the gallery to
see if that would be
permissible. A vote
on where to hold the
year-end dinner will
be held no later than the March
business meeting.
7. Other: No other Old
Business.
VI. New Business

Fernandez and Peter Houts
have signed up for the February portfolio review, which
will be conducted by Jean
Miele. Christine Doyle, Natalie
Manzino and Larry Rubin
have signed up for the January
portfolio review, which will be
conducted by Sandra Carrion,
leaving one more open spot
(both Christine and Natalie
will give up their spots if a
newer member asks to attend).

3. Support from Travelers
Insurance?: Ed Lee discussed
1. Holiday Party on December the offer of sponsorship
16 at the Pines: Helen Pine
received from Travelers Insurasked for 3-4 volunteers to
ance Company. Chuck Pine
come to their apartment the
noted that the Club has
5. Long Club Field Trips:
day before the party to help set received similar offers from
Chuck Pine reported that he is up. Chuck said he and Helen
other companies, such as
planning a one- to two-week
would do the shopping for
Hunt’s Photo & Video. No
field trip to South Dakota in
appetizers, the turkey and
decision was reached.
July 2020, to take in sights such desserts, and then order
as the Badlands, Mount
additional entrees from a local 4. PSA Newsletter Contest
Rushmore, the Black Hills,
place that caters, such as
Awards: Chuck Pine reported
and Custer State Park. Chuck
Carmine’s or Flor de Mayo.
that Photo Notes has once again
asked members to contact
Members with ideas should
been named as one of the best
him if they have any other
contact Helen or Chuck. The
photography club newsletters
ideas for a long field trip.
cost is $20 per person.
in the country by the Photographic Society of America
6. Potential Venues for Club
2. Review of Jean Miele’s
(PSA). An opinion article by
Social Activities: Noting that
Portfolio Workshop and Call
Bill Apple was cited as the Best
the year-end dinners have not for Portfolios for Portfolio
Technical article; the newsbeen well attended in recent
Reviews on January 13 and
letter’s calendar was cited for
years, due largely to the cost
February 24: Those who
Best Calendar Presentation;
and the limited ability to
attended agreed that Jean
Photo Notes was cited for best
socialize, Helen Pine opened a Miele’s Portfolio Workshop
variety of materials; and Photo
discussion on other possible
was very informative. The
Notes received the Director’s
venues for that event. One
workshop handout is now
Choice Award. Photo Notes has
possibility is to have a catered available to members on the
received top honors in each of
party at Soho Photo Gallery.
Club’s website. Dinorah
the past seven years it has been
Marilyn Fish-Glynn said she
Capota, Justine Carson, Maria submitted for consideration.

December 2019

A. From the Chair
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5. Request for PDF Software:
Chuck Pine noted that the
software he’s been using to
shrink the pdf file of the Photo
Notes newsletter [Small PDF]
will no longer be free of
charge. (Helen Pine also uses
the software to create a pdf
of the monthly competition
images.) Chuck reported that
he tried a different software,
also free, which seems to work
well. It was agreed that Chuck
and Helen would continue to
use the new software to see if
it works satisfactorily. If not,
the Club will buy a subscription to Small PDF ($7/month).
Following a discussion, it was
agreed that, in addition to
circulating by email, the
monthly competition PDFs
would also be posted on the
Club’s website.
6. Other: No additional New
Business.
B. From the Floor: none

3. December 11 - Club field
trip to Dyker Heights, Brooklyn to photograph holiday
light displays.
4. December 16 - Holiday
Party at the Pines’ apartment
(see above under New
Business).
5. December 23 - no meeting
to celebrate holidays.
6. December 30 - no meeting
to celebrate holidays.
7. January 6 - monthly
member competition, judged
by Leland Bobbé.
8. “Unofficial” PWCC Munch:
Every other week PWCC
members meet over an inexpensive lunch to discuss photography and other issues.
Please contact Ed for details
9. NY Photo Safari Meetup
Group: Ed is the leader of the
NY Photo Safari, a photography meet-up that organizes its
own field trips and photo
shoots and will be scheduling
events over the upcoming
months. All are welcome to
sign up.

VII Good and Welfare
B. From the Floor: Natalie
A. From the Chair: Ed Lee
Manzino asked members for
listed upcoming Club meetings advice/help on an external
and events.
hard drive that isn’t opening.
1. December 9 - John Milisen- Several tech savvy members
da will give a talk on the “Jazz came to her aid.
Book” by W. Eugene Smith at
the weekly meeting.
VIII. Adjournment: The
2. December 10 - Print Workmeeting was adjourned at
shop with Nancy Sirkis (inter- approximately 8:11 p.m.
ested members should check
the Weekly Reminder emails
IX. Refreshments and
for details).
Socializing followed.

December 2019
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President’s Message
(continued)

Class 10 memory card that
reads/writes 150MB/s for
$13.99 (best deal!) while a similar Sandisk card reads/writes
300MB/s for $97.95. Is the first
card better? It depends. My
Nikon D800 camera takes
75MB Raw files at a maximum
speed of 4 shots per second, a
total of 300MB of data per
second. To keep up, I would
need the 300MB/s card and the
cost is justified for this project.
Check out your camera’s
manual for its potential maximum performance and buy
memory cards accordingly. No
need to buy cards with
performance you don’t need!
See you at the Holiday
Party! Be well!

Ed
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PDI Workshop
On September 21st, a Thursday
evening, a group of Club
members met at the home of
Chuck and Helen Pine to share
images and learn how to work
on them using an assortment
of image-editing software
(Photoshop, Camera Raw, Nik,
Lightroom, etc.) Here are some
of the images and the changes
that were suggested…

All images © by their
makers.

Aquiles Perez’s image of a race in Central Park was a great
shot of a runner with prosthetic legs. We used the Ruler
Tool to straighten the image and then used the Crop Tool
to remove extraneous information and concentrate the
viewer’s eye on the main subject.

This shot by new PWCC member Barry
Fahrer was almost perfect. First, we used the
Ruler Tool to make the horizon horizontal.
We felt the poster of the praying man in the
upper left was distracting from the boats so
we selected it with the Lasso Tool and added
a slight Gaussian Blur (Filter > Blur >
Gaussian Blur).

Continued on next page

December 2019
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This shot by new Club member Cathy Smith
(see the Member Bio on page 26 in this issue
of Photo Notes) has a great composition with
a leading line. We increased the color saturation using a Hue/Saturation Adjustment
Layer and we raised the contrast of the sky
with a Brightness/Contrast Adjustment
Layer.

Eloisa Huni’s shot at the beach was well exposed but we thought that the composition
could be improved slightly. We selected the
bather and his reflection in the water using
the Lasso Tool, Copied and Pasted him, and
used the Move Tool to place the copy above
the notch in the trees. We used the Spot
Healing Brush to remove the original bather.
Finally, we used the Crop Tool on the top and
right side to emphasize the main subject.

Continued on next page

December 2019
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New PWCCer Larry Kreger’s shot of someone waiting with flowers and a balloon had
several problems. First, we used the Crop
Tool to eliminate much of the background.
We used Viveza software (from Nik by DxO),
placed a Control Point on the person’s face,
and increased the brightness using the
Brightness Slider. Finally, we used the Spot
Healing Brush (back in Photoshop) to remove the handrail.

This beautiful night scene by new member
Laura Toledo was too dark for our taste(s?).
We used Color Effects Pro 2 software (from
Nik by DxO) and selected one of the pre-sets
to change the exposure and contrast. When
back in Photoshop we went to Filter >
Camera Raw Filter > fx Panel > Post-Crop
Vignetting and moved the Amount Slider
to the left to remove over-vignetted upper
corners. Voilå!

Continued on next page

December 2019
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Marlene Schonbrun’s image of a sidewalk grate was,
well, great! But we felt it would look even greater if it
was a rectangle rather than a trapezoid. (Do you recall
your high school geometry?) In Photoshop, we went to
Filter > Camera Raw Filter and then typed Shift-T to
bring up the Transform Tool, moved the top two Sliders to square-up the image, and re-centered the image.
Back in Photoshop, we used the Magic Wand Selection
Tool to select the empty bottom corners. We went to
Edit > Fill, made sure that Content Aware was chosen
in the drop-down menu, and clicked OK. Finally, we
used the Crop Tool to concentrate on the grate.

Marty Smith’s photo from a Club field trip to
Untermyer Park and Gardens was beautiful!
We used the Crop Tool to change the image
from a square to a rectangle by cropping in
from both sides. We then went to Image >
Adjustments > Shadows/Highlights and
moved the Highlights Slider to the left to cut
down the brightness of the reflecting water.

The next PDI workshop will be scheduled for May, 2020 when Chuck and Helen Pine
return from their wintering in sunny, warm, snow-free Florida.

December 2019
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Our member portfolio this
month was shot by the
Club’s recording secretary,
Christine Doyle. Here’s what
she had to say about this
portfolio of images:
As many members know,
my husband and I have season tickets to Army football
games up at West Point. I am
not as big a football fan as he
is, so I always bring my
camera and try to capture
what it feels like to be in the
stands. It’s a great place to
see a football game—Army
sometimes wins!—and the
cadets are inspiring. Their
honor code, which they are
expected to follow for life,
states simply: “A cadet will
not lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do.”
I hope you enjoy viewing
these images as much as I
did taking them.

All images
© 2019 Christine Doyle

CLUB

Member Portfolio

December 2019
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Light Sculpting

Portfolios Wanted

“As photographers, our
reaction to the quality of
light inspires us to reveal
texture, create mood, and
capture the infinite modulations of our subjects.” Thus
states the introduction to the
current show by Professional
Women Photographers.
B/W Sculpting with Light
exhibits images that create
an emotional impact and
reveal the vast array of
stunning variations in the
black and white palette.
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Participating in this show
will be PWCC member Rain
Bengis (as well as other Park
West members).
Please come and support
our fellow PWCCers.
Location: Atlantic Gallery,
548 West 28th St, Suite 540,
NY 10001
Dates: December 10th – 21st,
2019
Opening Reception: December 12th, 2019 @ 6 p.m.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

The Club has two portfolio
review nights scheduled in
early 2020—January 13th
and February 24th. We’re
still looking for a couple of
Club members to act as
back-ups in case of lastminute cancelations.
Contact president Ed Lee
if you’re interested.
Photo Notes is also seeking portfolios of six to eight
images from members for its
monthly portfolio column.
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PWCC Website
by Christine Doyle
●
Park West Camera Club has
a website that is interactive
and very user-friendly.
By creating an account
and signing on to the website, members will be able to
create and update their own
personal galleries and share
their work. (BTW, you can
create multiple galleries if
you like.)
The gallery template
comes with privacy settings
that you control.
We encourage members to
take advantage of this feature and to make their galleries Public so that visitors to the website can see
the great work that our
members are doing, in addition to the monthly competition winners and honors images.
All members are encouraged to join the website. The
website contains links to
videos on a variety of topics
that will help guide you
through many of these processes. Here are some detailed instructions on how to
get started:
To Create Your Account:
● Enter into your browser
the following address:
<www.parkwestcameraclub.org/default.aspx>
● On the home page, press
the Login button in the
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●

●

●

●

●

upper right hand corner
(below the PWCC logo).
On the login page, scroll
down to the bottom. You
will see a box marked
Membership Information
and Membership Request.
Press the Membership Information button.
On the next page, press
the Create a new User Account and Request Membership button.
Scroll down to the box
marked Login Name. Enter your email address as
your login name. Press
Next.
On the next page you
will be asked to create a
password and reminder
question for that password. Please do so.
On the next page you
will be asked for some
personal information.
You only need to fill in
the lines where required is
indicated.
A request will be sent to
the webmaster to approve your request. The
webmaster will approve
the request and a message will be sent back to
you that you can access
the website as a member.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

To Upload Images to Your
Image Library:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Image Library.
● Scroll down and press the
Upload Images button.
● Scroll down and press the
Select button. This will
open your hard drive.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added at the same time
by pressing multiple
files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading your images.
● After your images are uploaded press Save Images
and Proceed to Edit Page
button.
● At the Edit Page you can
make changes to your
image titles. When done,
press Save any changes and
return to the original page.
You can now go to your
Gallery and upload your
images.
To Create a Member Gallery:
● After you log in, click on
the My Account tab and
select My Galleries.
● Scroll down to Member’s
Galleries and press the
Add New Gallery button
(on the right).
● An online form will
open. Here you can customize your gallery, by
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•

adding a Title or Description, or adjusting additional settings, such as—
✦ Gallery Visibility
(Private, Organization
Access or Public)
✦ Transition (set how
the images will move)
✦ Options on what to
display (Image Title,
Author, Captions,
Thumbnails, etc.)
● Press the Update Gallery
Options button to save
your settings and preferences. You can now add
images to your gallery.
● The website has a section
for images taken during
PWCC field trips (PWCC
Club Outings). Galleries
for field trip images are
created in the same way
as member galleries.
To Add Images to Your
Gallery:
● After you log in or after
uploading images to
your Image Library, open
the gallery where you
want to display them.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), then at the next
page press either Display
Recent Uploads or Display
All Images (depending on
how recently the images
were uploaded).
● When you end selecting
images for your gallery,
press the Finished Marking Desired Images button.
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● This will take you to your
gallery page, where you
can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When finished reordering, press
the Save updates to image
order button.
Here is an alternative way to
add images to your gallery:
● After you log in, open the
gallery you want to upload images to.
● Press the Edit and Upload
Images button (on the
right), at the next page,
press the Upload Images
Into This Gallery button.
● Scroll down and press
the Select button (bottom
left). Your hard drive library will open.
● Select images to be added
from your hard drive.
(Multiple images can be
added by selecting multiple files.)
● Press Open in your hard
drive window. This will
begin loading the images.
● After your images are
uploaded press the Save
Images and Proceed to Edit
Page button.
● At the Edit New Images in
Gallery page, you can review and edit the image
titles. When done, press
the Save any changes and
return to original page button.
● This will take you to your
gallery page where you

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

can change the order of
the images by clicking
and dragging. When
done, press Save updates
to image order button.

Images Wanted
The Club is currently looking
for images from its members
for three projects…
1. NYMACC (the New York
Metro Area Camera
Council) is seeking
photos from its member
clubs to use in a slide
show on the front page of
its website.
2. Park West is looking for
photos to use in an image
exchange with other
NYMACC clubs.
3. PWCC is also wants images to use on its forthcoming new business
card.
All images should be
sized as for our monthly
Club competitions:
• resolution—72ppi
• width—max of 1400 pixels
• height—max of 1050 pixels
All images should be sent
to Club president Ed Lee via
email.
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Member Bio
Catharine (Cathy) Smith

I joined Park West Camera
Club in the Spring of this
year (2019) and took part in
the Expanding Visions class,
led by Chuck Pine. I took my
first class in photography
two years ago at Parsons,
through their continuing
education department,
because I was required to
take pictures for my job at
the United Nations. I work
there as a public information
officer. I never picked up the
camera for fun after that and
realized I needed to join a
photography club.
Although I am relatively
new to it, I grew up around
photography because my
father was an avid amateur
shooter. One of our favorite
things to do as a family was
to watch slide shows of my
father’s pictures, and of us—
six sisters growing up in the
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60s in Toronto. We protested
when our father dragged us
out of the car to take photos.
We are now quite grateful
for the great gift he gave us,
documenting our lives.
What I love about being
behind the camera is that
photography takes me places
that I normally would never
go. I’m looking forward to
meeting everyone and learning as much as possible.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Depth of Field

To say I was then a newbie
by Bill Apple hardly describes my lack of
experience. It’s a time when
new photographers—me, for
My Best Four
instance—don’t even know
Where does creativity live,
what they don’t know. And,
spring from, to endow and
no, for the record: I wasn’t on
propel photographers to do
psychedelics.
their best work?
How to grapple with the
As I’ve cast about for a
notion that my best work may
column, that’s been on my
be long behind me, that I may
mind. Where does the photog- be past it? Why exactly have I
rapher’s muse live, and when picked these four?
will she deign to visit and
grace us people with cameras? Memory. One theory holds
To locate an answer I began that memory is a filing cabisifting my own picture files.
net. You tuck files and folders
Train Yard November 1974, the far
Maybe there’d be an answer,
in, beginning at the age when
West Side, where a new street,
or a whiff of suggestion. I
we can first think coherently.
Riverside Boulevard, now stands
began at the beginning, when Eventually, file drawers start
(68th to 72nd Street). One side street
I started taking pictures serito bulge. The theory predicts
dead-ended over a railroad yard.
ously. (Spoiler alert: All I came that you’ll remember most
(Freight lines still run under Riverside
up with are a few rough ideas.) clearly all those things that
Park, to Albany and beyond.)
It was the early 1970s. I’d
were filed first. First things
bought my first SLR and
first. The newest memories
signed up for courses—and
compete for attention, but the
soon enough came to PWCC.
earliest have an advantage.
What emerges from the files
The import? These particu45 years later is a short list
lar pictures may not be my
of my best-ever shots. It’s an
“best” after all. Maybe they’re
embarrassingly, laughably,
just the four I remember most,
small list: four images. Not
because I hadn’t till then phomuch to show.
tographed very much. SomeI scanned the four recently one else going through my
from my original 35mm nega- files may well find better
tives (mostly on Kodak Plus X, shots searching my decades
if you know what that is). They of picture-taking, shots caprun alongside this column.
tured long after this threeBiggest shock: My Best
month period.
Four were all shot in a single
Continued on next page
three-month period, from
November 1974 to January
The Scream This found object—a passport?—appeared December 1974,
1975, quite early in my career.
on a lower East Side sidewalk (perhaps E. Houston). The man pictured conveys distress, not unlike the figure in Edvard Munch’s “The Scream” (1893).
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Finite gifts. Perhaps every
photographer is blessed with a
limited dose of creativity, but
no more. Maybe creativity is
like a bank account that eventually gets emptied out. I like
to think that some things—
love, generosity, talent—are
boundless. Maybe. Maybe not.
Everything possesses a life
cycle, both the living and the
inanimate. It was a revelation
when I first heard market researchers expound on the life
cycle of consumer products:
like us, they’re born, live, grow
old, die.
We, all of us, eventually
come to an end. If still working, some of us will start repeating: circling,
refining,
returning to earlier ideas. In
that sense, your best work
could well be the first time you
frame a particular shot, not the
umpteenth time you come
back to it.
Beginner’s Luck. It really exists, or we wouldn’t have that
idiom. Someone starting out
will naturally be more adventurous, open, and free of whatever baggage burdens seasoned photographers. They’ll
take more risks. While experience can help you get what
you’re after, but it can also
handcuff you. The beginner’s
advantage: they possess a vision that’s more childlike.
Which is to say that newbies try out many things. And
the law of averages predicts
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they’ll probably succeed some
of the time. Excellent work
often comes from a long-ago
place when you were open to
many more possibilities.
In line with that thought,
my Best Four aren’t at all alike,
as if I were looking into many
different things—subjects—
back then. There’s a still-life
with a strong graphic sense
(Train Yard); a gritty “found
object” on a New York sidewalk (The Scream); a rural landscape (Pretty Good Farm); and
an informal portrait (Mom).
The images could not be
more different. Maybe it was
beginner’s luck after all. And
maybe my photographic
“vision” has since narrowed
as I’ve grown older and got
more experience under my
belt, odd (and unfortunate) as
that seems.

Pretty Good Farm From the
passenger seat of a friend’s car,
somewhere on Long Island, in
January 1975. By now, 45 years
later, the farm may have been
turned into a housing subdivision
for LIRR commuters.

*
*
*
Continued on next page
Mom The author’s mother, January 1975, by the family home in the Bronx.
She would have been 53 (she lived to 75). I was then 25 and visiting. The
family would pile into the car for Sunday lunch at a restaurant downtown.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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What’s prompted such
musings? A dry spell for me—
no picture-taking for several
weeks. Usually these things
clear up in time, juices resume
flowing. I’ll be out one day
with the camera, I know, and
just start to see pictures. It
seems almost as if a store of
untaken photos had been pentup inside, waiting to burst out.
Interestingly, this describes
yet another theory, a kind of
“drive” theory behind photography. (“Drive” in the sense
that Freud used the word, for
sexual stirrings.)
A drive pushes you toward
something or someone that
will bring pleasure. With satisfaction, the drive is stilled for
a period—it disappears, only
to build up again in time. Do
photographers take pictures
in bursts, literally to get them
out of their system?
Creativity will come when
it comes. You go about with
your cameras as much as you
can. You look at pictures, in
newspapers or magazines,
galleries or museums, at
PWCC. You add your own
new work, taking it when
it comes and wherever it
comes from.
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Images Wanted

Need a New Hard Drive?

As an addendum to his Depth
of Field column this month,
Bill Apple suggests a new
feature for Photo Notes. We’ll
call it Your Best Four.
The idea of the feature is
for Club members to submit
their four best images of all
time. These could be your
images that have done best
in Club competitions, or the
four you like the most, or the
four that bring back the best
memories,… or whatever.
Just send them to PWCC
at <pwccny@aol.com> using
Your Best Four in the subject
line of the email.

Club President Emeritus
Chuck Pine recently upgraded
his external hard drives from
6TB each to 10TB. This means
that he has two G-Technology
6TB G-Drives available for
purchase.

Bad Habit
Deleting In-Camera
Almost everyone is guilty of
having this bad habit at some
point in time. Deleting an
image in-camera just because
it doesn’t look good on that
tiny LCD screen is, in fact, a
poor decision. Instead, get
back home and make the
decision to keep or get rid of
that image only after looking
at it on a bigger monitor.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Each drive comes with one
USB 3 port, USB cable, and
power supply. Each drive has
its own on/off switch, poweron indicator light, opening for
a security lock, and four noscratch plastic feet.
Both drives are in like-new
condition—clean-erased and
free of scratches. Both drives
are pre-formatted for the Mac
operating system BUT can be
easily reformatted for a PC/
Windows computer.
The G-Technology website
(actually the Western Digital
website—they now own GTechnology) lists this model at
$209.99 each. The B&H website
lists it at $189.95 plus tax (unless you use their payboo credit
card or live outside of New
York State).
Chuck is asking $75.00 for
each hard drive. WOW, what a
bargain! Interested? Contact
Chuck at <bohpin@aol.com>
First come, first bought.
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Gallery Watching
by Ruth Formanek
and Judy Rosenblatt
by Judy:
A visit to the Morgan is always
pleasurable because of its intimacy, lack of overcrowding,
blending of old and new architecture, good eats, and fine
exhibits. Now it is presenting a
six-decade retrospective of the
work of 87-year-old photographer Duane Michals. For this
exhibit, Michals was allowed
to choose artworks and objects
from the Morgan’s vast collection to display alongside his
own work, adding to the
show’s depth and interest.
This was the first time
Ruth’s and my responses to an
exhibit diverged sharply;
though she tends to be somewhat more critical than I am,
we generally agree on what we
see. I had some interest in
Michals’ work: I knew that in
his long career, working in
black-and-white, he tended
to push the boundaries of
photography in a spiritual
direction—to manipulate
images to hint at things
unseen. This exhibit strengthened my respect for his work
and I had a strong emotional
response to it, while it didn’t
“speak” to Ruth at all.
Duane Michals was born in
1932 in McKeesport, Pa. Interested in art at an early age,
he’d begun to study graphic
design at Parsons in 1958
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from Empty New York
© Duane Michals

make “staged” photography
respectable at a time when it
was thought of as cheating,
when, on a journey to Russia,
and often told his stories in
he took portraits with a borsequences of individual
rowed camera and realized
framed small images. Thus, in
that photography came natua series of shots, an earthrally to him. He worked at it
bound man may slowly discommercially, but also developed his own evolving creative solve and finally disappear
into a far away galaxy. There
approach to it through the
years, becoming widely exhib- is a playful side to his work,
as when, with the pyramids of
ited and published.
Egypt in the distance, he
In the anteroom to the
exhibit, slides are shown of his builds a small pyramid of
early street scenes of New York stones, which dwarfs the ones
at times when the streets were in the background in his last
image, being so much closer.
usually deserted. This work
Another of Michals’ innoled to his interest in the storytelling aspects of photography, vations is the use of handand to its use in conveying his written text scribbled below
an image to augment its story
thoughts, ideas, and feelings
and meaning. Below a triple
The exhibit is organized
portrait of his brother and pararound themes Michals has
explored, such as Time, Death, ents, Michals writes that his
father told him that one day
Love, and Desire. (Michals is
he’d write him a special letter.
gay and had a life-long relationship with his now deContinued on next page
ceased partner.) He helped to
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Sequence of Pyramids
© Duane Michals

seeking truth through illusion,
has just made this more obviHe never did, and Michals
ous through his own work and
laments, “I never found the
the art he surrounds it with in
place where he had hidden his
this exhibit. I think it’s well
love.” In the portrait, his
worth a visit to view the work
brother (standing for Michals?)
of this truly original artist and
is in profile in the foreground,
decide whether it speaks to
while his parents, in the backyou—or not.
ground, look straight past him.
The combination of image and
text is a moving documentation of a disconnected family.
Currently, Michals is producing short films that seem
to plunge ever more into the
surreal, judging from the short
clips of them intermingled
with the slides of “Empty New
York” in the anteroom. This
isn’t surprising, given the
cinematic nature of his work
and the influence that surrealists (especially Magritte) have
always had on him.
I came away thinking that
we photographers, like all
artists, are illusionists of one
sort or another; Michals,
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by Ruth
The Michals show irritated
me. Not the photos, nor the
writings on them. The show is
described as “a tour of his
mind as he engages heroes and
mentors as varied as William
Blake, Edward Lear, and Saul
Steinberg,” with an “artist’schoice show, as Michals
plumbs the Morgan’s vaults
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from his statements, he
appears to have a dim view
of photography as a vehicle
for political change. Not so
with this international group
of young black fashion photographers: they have a clear
agenda of broadening traditional concepts of bodily
beauty to be much more
inclusive of black people.
Ruth was not with me on
this visit, but I want to call it
to the Club’s attention because,
it seems to me, to just burst
with color, creativity, and
amazing costumes and

The New Black Vanguard:
Photography between Art and
Fashion; Aperture Foundation,
547 West 27th Street; through
January 18, 2020

portraits. These are not your
usual fashion plates; many of
these images are also personal
statements, as this exhibit’s
title implies. And I think this
work has already had an
impact. It has been brought
together to make an enticing
exhibit.

from The New Black Vanguard
Photographer not named

PHOTOGRAPHY

for treasures both revered and
long-forgotten.”
I’m trying to plumb
Michals’ mind. To me, the
above statement means that
he mixed Morgan ‘treasures’
with his own portfolios. Why
not also mix and mash in da
Vinci, Dr. Seuss, or the Bible?
The result couldn’t be fuzzier.
Perhaps it was all a curator’s
idea? I remember other shows
at the Morgan that used similar mixtures.
I did like some of Michals’
documentaries, like “Empty
New York.”

by Judy:
Though he deals with clear
themes and ideas, Michals,
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Finding Your Voice
Are you interested in taking
your photography to a new,
more personal level? Do you
want to open new doors to
your work, but are not even
sure where the doors are?
Hello. My name is Michael
Crouser. I am an experienced
fine art and commercial photographer and teacher.
I have taught “Finding
Your Voice as a Photographer”
at New York’s International
Center of Photography, the
Santa Fe Workshops, and at the
Mpls Photo Center.
We are currently forming a
live on-line “Finding Your
Voice” class for Saturday
mornings. Please write to me
at <mc@michaelcrouser.com>
and/or check out my website
at <www.michaelcrouser.com>
I look forward to meeting
you and talking photography!

© Michael Courser
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Stepping Out…
…of my comfort zone.
by Maria Fernandez
Thinking about writing an
article is quite different than
writing it…
• Exploring my obsessions
• From my window
• I wish I could fly
• The sky is the limit
• Looking up
And so I began… the first
hurdle to overcome was to
come up with a title for the
article. I couldn’t decide which
of the titles to use, so I continued my quest for a suitable
one. Which led me to images
—photography! Now we are
talking familiar territory. I can
handle this. How hard can this
be?
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Then it occurred to me,
how was I going to write an
article about photography if I
couldn’t settle on a title for the
article? I forgot to tell you that
my personality doesn’t allow
me to give it up and move on!
So, I pressed on to look for
help. Not too proud to do so.
Help—anyone out there?
Still waiting for the rescue
truck to arrive at my door;
meantime while talking to
myself about this dilemma, I
remembered a quote I found
that could be a good title. Now
I can distract myself by locating the quote. It’s about photography so it should work.
Hurray! I found the quote!
“I can get obsessed by
anything if I look at it long
enough. That’s the curse of
being a photographer.” Irving
Penn
Perfect title. But wait, what
is my excuse now? Maybe too
long for a title?
Photography is so much
easier than writing.
With too much time on my
hands with this self-imposed
project, no pressure, no time

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

limit, etc. I turned to addressing the link between the photos and the title for the article.
What is it that I am trying
to say? I don’t know. Why did
I start this project? I don’t
know. As I complicate the
process more, I feel trapped in
a web of uncertainty. I can’t
turn off the computer and be
done with this—remember my
personality traits?
OK, let’s get serious.
You decide!
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Sea-thru
Coral reefs are among nature's
most complex and colorful
living formations. However, as
any underwater photographer
knows, pictures of them come
out bland and blue. Even
shallow water selectively
absorbs and scatters light at
different wavelengths, making
certain features hard to see and
washing out colors—especially
reds and yellows.
But a new algorithm called
Sea-thru, developed by an
engineer and oceanographer
at the University of Haifa in
Israel, Derya Akkaynak,
removes the visual distortion
caused by water.
Sea-thru's image analysis
factors in the physics of light
absorption and the scattering
effects of refraction in the
atmosphere, compared with
that in water. The program
then effectively reverses image
distortion, pixel by pixel,
restoring lost colors and
subject details.
The algorithm differs from
applications such as Adobe’sPhotoshop, which artificially
enhance underwater images by
pumping up reds or yellows.
This software will also correct
for the distortions caused by
the refraction of the light
waves.
No word yet on when this
will be available, nor how
much it will cost.
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B&H Lawsuit

In an email sent to DPReview, the spokesperson says
“the [New York] Attorney
New York Attorney General
Letitia James filed a lawsuit in General is trying to create a
new tax on discounts [and]
mid-November against B&H
wants consumers to pay sales
Foto & Electronics Corp.
tax for what they actually pay
(B&H) for violations of New
York’s Tax Law, the New York plus an additional tax on discounts they receive—this
False Claims Act, and New
York’s Executive Law. The suit makes no sense and there is no
claims that B&H—the nation’s law that requires consumers to
pay this tax on discounts.”
largest non-chain photo and
It is not clear if this case has
video equipment retailer—
anything to do with the use of
knowingly failed to pay the
the B&H payboo credit card issales tax due on tens of
sued through Synchrony Bank.
millions of dollars it received
Meanwhile, just continue to
from electronics manufacturers
shop at the B&BH Superstore
to reimburse the company for
“instant rebate” manufacturer for the best deals on your phodiscounts B&H passed along to tographic gear.
We can only wait and see
its customers.
A B&H Photo spokesperson what happens.
released a statement rejecting
the New York Attorney General’s lawsuit that claims that
B&H allegedly failed to report
and pay for additional sales tax
when customers received discounts on certain purchases.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Ricoh THETA

Space Photography

The Ricoh THETA SC2 is
designed for casual use, for
those selfie shooters who
would rather capture everything in spherical 360° and in
4K. The THETA SC2 is simple
to operate for beginners and
everyone else, and it's so compact it can be kept in your
pocket at all times and pulled
out in any situation to capture
360 photos and videos. There's
also a self-timer button that
gives you the flexibility to set
up and capture creative 360
group shots.
How does it all work? The
THETA SC2 features two ultrawide lenses, each with a 1/2.3"
CMOS sensor behind it. Whatever you shoot is captured by
both lenses at the same time,
resulting in two images. The
camera then automatically
stitches these images internally
in real time (so you don't have
to do it in post-production),
and what you get is a 360
spherical image.
Pretty much everything in
front, back, above, below, and
on the sides of the camera is
captured. Then, you can view
the image in the companion
app. By swiping the image in
different directions, you can
see all the different angles captured. But even before you
start swiping, the angle you
see at first also comes out very
wide and immersive.
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From botched plans to storm
Area 51 to the $1.8 million purchase of a bag laced with moon
dust, space is all the rage right
now. So it makes sense that
from November 26th through
December 2nd, Sotheby’s held
its first auction focused specifically on Space Photography.
Presenting a series of images that capture the historic

Apollo 11 lunar landing in
1969, the online sale was the
auction house’s second this
year dedicated to intergalactic
exploration, in an ongoing celebration of the 50th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s first
step on the moon.
The available works span
nearly a century of documentation through 1990, with a focus
on space photography as seen
through a NASA lens.
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Aurora Viewing
Against the night sky, the shifting curtains of light known as
the northern lights—aka the
aurora borealis—appear in
vivid shades of the entire visible light spectrum (red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, indigo, and
violet) during the darkest
times of the year (winter). It
might take a bit of travel, a bit
of luck (with the weather), and
warm clothes (very warm) to
spot them, but these places offer the best odds:

Tromsø
Norway

Reykjanes Peninsula
Iceland
Yellowknife
Canada

Kilpisjarvi
Finland
Fairbanks
Alaska
Churchill
Canada
Moray Coast
Scotland
Faroe Islands
Denmark
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Where in the World
These three images were all
taken in the same general area.
Can you guess where they
were shot?
Send your responses to
<pwccny@aol.com> Please use
”Where in the World?” in the
subject line of your e-mail.
Those who submit correct
answers will be announced in
next month’s issue of Photo
Notes.

Last month’s destination was
St Petersburg, Russia. Correct
answers were submitted by
members Michael Schleiff and
Susan Hoehn, and by a friend of
the Club, Valerie DeBiase.
Nice job!
Photo Notes is looking for images for this
”Where in the World?” column. If you would
like to stump and/or amaze your friends and
fellow Club members, submit 4 or 5 images of
your destination to <pwccny@aol.com>
Please size your images as for competition:
72 ppi; maximum width of 1,400 pixels; and
maximum height of 1,050 pixels.
Thank you for your participation

December 2019
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Using Your Camera
by Chuck Pine
Invisible Photography
Let’s talk physics for a minute.
Photography is all about light
—both reflected and emitted
light. The light that we can see,
called visible light, is a small
part of the electromagnetic
spectrum. (Remember your
science teacher using a prism
to break up sunlight into all of
its colors? Do you remember
Roy G. Biv?—go look it up.)
Well, most of the spectrum
is composed of “light” that we
can’t see—it is invisible to us.
This includes radio waves,
microwaves, cosmic rays, and
infrared radiation, to name but
a few.
Fortunately for us, certain
films, and now digital sensors,
can “see” some of these lightwaves that are invisible to the
human eye. One of these is IR,
or infrared. Photographing this
part of the light spectrum
opens up vast new frontiers for
us photographers.
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The sensor in your digital
camera can capture infrared
light. However, the manufacturer puts a filter in front of the
sensor to block out infrared
rays, because they can interfere
with recording images. If you
want to take IR photos, and
have a camera that you will no
longer use for normal images,
you can remove the filter.
Some photographers attempt
this at home, but there are services that will do this IR conversion for a fee.
Another infrared method
involves placing an IR filter in
front of the lens (without modifying the sensor). While less
intrusive, using an infrared filter may be less advantageous
than using a converted camera. Because incoming
light is filtered,
capturing images
takes longer. Plus,
an external filter
hinders the photographer’s view,
making it difficult
to compose and
focus.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Infrared photographs look
very different from pictures
taken with visible light. Clouds
appear more interesting,
because they reflect more IR
rays than the sky. Leaves and
plants appear very bright, so
care must be taken not to overexpose them. Colors do not
look the same as in the real
world, and even similarly
colored objects may look vastly
different. Some photographers
like using infrared in portraits
because it causes the skin to
look very smooth.
Just check your histogram
with each shot and look at the
image on the rear LCD panel
or in the electronic viewfinder.
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PhotoShopping

Click on the mouse and the
by Chuck Pine corresponding color will
appear in the Color Picker.
“Pick a Color, Any Color”
One of the basic Photoshop
tools is known as the Color
Picker. It can be found near the
bottom of theTool Bar (if you
have it placed vertically) or
near the right side (if you have
it placed horizontally). [see the
red arrow below]
The white circle shows the
exact color chosen and the
Click on this button and the
R, G, B boxes indicate the red,
Color Picker Window will
green, and blue color values.
pop up.

But what if you want to make
your border a different color?
Move the Eyedropper over the
Color Picker’s Color Window
and drag it around until you
get a suitable color,… and
Click.

Move the Mouse so that the
Arrow/Pointer is over your
image. The Arrow will turn
into an Eyedropper.

So, what can you do with
this knowledge of the Color
Picker? Let’s say you want
to add a border around the
image, and you want the
Stroke to match one of the
colors in the image.
Place the Eyedropper over
the color you want to copy
and click. Voilå!
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Photo Shopping

Looking for something out
of the ordinary? The Tovatec
Mera Dive Light with Camera
will blow your mind away. It is
actually an underwater flashlight with a built-in camera
that takes 4MP still photos and

by Chuck Pine
Deep Dive
Once upon a time, if you
wanted to take underwater
photographs, you had two or
three choices. You could place
your expensive SLR in a plastic
bag and hope for the best.
[Do not try this at home—nor
anywhere else!]
You could purchase an
underwater housing for your
expensive camera. Unfortunately, these devices were/are
very bulky, very awkward and
difficult to use, and extremely
costly.

SeaLife makes several
models of underwater cameras
ranging in price from $300 to
$700. They use Panasonic or
Sony 1” sensors with anywhere from 14MP to 20MP.
They are rated to about 200’
below sea level. Accessories
are available at extra cost.
1080p videos. The camera is
rated to 197’ below sea level.
The spot light is rated at 500lumens and the flood light at
1000 lumens. The whole shebang sells for $300.

Photo Shopping?

Your final choice was to
purchase Nikon’s Nikonos
underwater camera. It was
simple to use, but cost an arm
and a leg.
Over the years there were
no other real choices. Yeah,
there were a few point-andshoots that came along and
claimed to be water-tight, but
the results weren’t so great.
Nowadays you have even
fewer choices—unless you
buy a housing designed for
your specific camera model.
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The UltraMax UXDC16
camera comes equipped with a
16MP, 1/2.3” sensor and a
26-130mm (35mm equivalent)
zoom lens. It comes in either
red or teal color variations and
sells for $255.

Are you looking to buy any
used or new photo gear?
Have any questions about
what you’re looking for?
Drop us a line with your
questions and we’ll do our
best to get you an answer
and put you on the right
track.
Send your queries to
Chuck at <bohpin@aol.com>

Disclaimer
I do not, nor does anyone
else in the Club, make a
profit from the sales of
these items.
Chuck

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of the
upcoming offerings

Thursday, December 19
Infrared Photography
Speakers: Vincent Versace

Monday, December 16
Culinary Photography
Speaker: Anthony Nader

Thursday, January 23
Travel Photography
Speaker: Ralph Velasco

Check out the B&H website at
<www.bhphoto.com> for all
the details as well as complete
lists of other programs, and to
sign up for the course(s) of
your choice. Please note, they
do accept walk-ins for events
that have not reached capacity.
Wednesday, December 18
The Conversational Portrait
Speaker: Vincent Versace
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The B&H Event Space is on the
second floor of the SuperStore,
located at 420 9th Avenue, on
the corner of 34th Street.
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Flamingo Gardens, located in
Davie, Florida is a botanical
garden and wildlife sanctuary
—and, yes, they have, among
many other species, flamingos!
They are looking for your
best photographs taken within
their confines. Images may be
of the birds, the other wildlife,
the plants, or whatever—as
long as they were shot in
Flamingo Gardens.
Images must be submitted
in JPEG format and should be
at least 300 ppi resolution with
a minimum size of 1800 pixels
in the shortest side. Applications and images are due
by February 23, 2020, 5 p.m.
and should be be emailed to
<events@flamingogardens.org>
Applications and further
information are available on
the Flamingo Gardens website
<www.flamingogardens.org>
and then click on Events >
Gallery > 2020entry form…
There is no fee for entry.
Each photographer may submit up to three images.
Winning images will be featured in an exhibit in the
Gallery from March 21 through
May 10, 2020. Selected photos
may be used on their website
and in marketing materials.
Why not spend some time
in the sunny Florida climes,
take a few photos, and get
together with the Pines (Chuck
and Helen) while you’re down
there?
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All imaages
© Chuck Pine
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Photo Contest
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The Palm Springs Photo
Festival is where you can
learn from celebrated master
photographers, present your
work to a remarkable faculty
of industry influencers, attend
important seminars, symposia,
evening presentations, and
enjoy networking events.
The portfolio review will
feature over 1000 20-minute,
one-on-one encounters with
those who can hire, exhibit,
publish, and assign you jobs.
This includes magazine photo
editors and art directors,
advertising agency creatives,
museum and gallery directors,
photographer’s reps, book
publishers, and more.
A few of the many workshops include: Documentary
Storytelling with Maggie
Steber; Shooting People Underwater with Cheryl Walsh;
and The Fine Art Nude with
Thomas Holm.
In addition to the official
program, many of the festival
sponsors plan additional free
events.
The full program details
and register on-line at…
<www.palmspringsphotofestival.com> [Please note that this
is Palm Springs in Californian
NOT Palm Beach in Florida.
The dates of the PSPF are
May 3rd through the 8th, 2020.

© Maaggie Steber
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Photo Festival

© Cheryl Walsh

© Thomas Holm
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Photo Tours
Are you looking for some
exotic destination to go and
photograph? Would you like a
suggestion of where to look?
Well, have I got one for you!
If you’ve got that itch to
travel, and you can’t imagine
going abroad without your
camera gear, then it behooves
you to check out M&M Photo
Tours. This is the company the
Club used when we went to
Cuba a couple of years back.
The Club made suggestions
as to where we wanted to go
and what we wanted to shoot,
and M&M filled in all the
details. It was one of the best
PWCC trips ever!
M&M Photo Tours is an
all-inclusive company. Yeah,
I know, their prices look highend, but they include everything from round-trip airfare
to lodging, from all meals to
ground transportation, topnotch photo instruction,
English-speaking guides, and
admission fees.
Did I leave anything out?
Some of their trips coming
up in 2020 include India, Cuba,
Namibia, Japan, Nepal, and
the list goes on…
If you’re serious about finding and taking a photo tour,
you must check them out ay
<www.mmphototours.com>
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All imaages
© M&M Photo Tours
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For all the details, see the Schedule of Activities on the following pages.
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for
holidays and a curtailed
summer schedule). Please join
us at a meeting or on one of
our other scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the
Soho Photo Gallery located at
15 White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated
otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of
activities are detailed directions to our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
All meetings begin at 6:30
p.m. sharp unless otherwise
indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
include: Photo Events which
may be of interest to photographers; and Photo Ops which
offer opportunities to take
photos.

December 2019

must cancel, please inform
the trip leader of your change
in plans.

* Friday, December 13
Field Trip—Christmas Lights
We’re going to the Dyker
Heights section of Brooklyn to
spend several glorious and
bone-chilling hours shooting
the Christmas light displays of
this well-to-do residential area
—called by the New York
Times “the best free show in
the City.” Be sure to dress for
the occasion (it’s bound to be
cold and windy, so be prepared). We’ll meet at the front
of the downtown platform of
the Q-N-R trains at Union
Square/14th Street at 4:30 p.m.
For those who want to get to
Brooklyn on their own, we’ll
meet you on the southeast
corner of 86th Street and 4th
Avenue in Brooklyn, just
upstairs from the subway
station, at 5:30 p.m. From there
we’ll take the B-64 bus to 12th
Avenue. Be sure to bring your
MetroCard, cash for dinner,
(afterwards) and your tripod
with a cable release. Leader:
Susan Sigrist, 212-758-0036 or
<susans24752@yahoo.com>
Sign up at any meeting or
contact the trip leader. If you

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

* Monday, December 16
Holiday Party
Tonight is Park West’s annual
holiday party. Come celebrate
Christmas, Hanukah, Kwanzaa, New Year’s, et al. Details
may be found on page 4 in this
issue of Photo Notes. The party
will take place at the home of
the Pine’s. See page ?? in this
issue of Photo Notes for the
address and directions.
Tuesday, December 17
Photo Event—
NY Photo Salon
The New York Photo Salon is
a forum offering the finest in
photography. Their mission is
to build and maintain a community of professional photographers in the City. Meetings
are held at the School of Visual
Arts, 136 West 21st Street, in
room 418. The doors open at
6:30 p.m. and the show begins
at 7 p.m. This evening’s guest
shooters have not yet been
announced. Admission is free.
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Street, at 3 p.m. Be sure to
dress for the weather. Tripods
are not suggested due to the
crowds. Leader: Rita Russo,
<ritarusso23@gmail.com> or
917-697-9664. Sign up at any
meeting or contact the trip
leader. If you must cancel,
please inform the trip leader of
your change in plans.

Wednesday, December 18
Photo Event—Sierra Photo

Sunday, Dec. 22
Photo Op—
Menorah Lighting
Thursday, December 19
Field Trip—Bryant Park

Both Manhattan’s and Brooklyn’s Grand Army Plazas host
The New York City Sierra
Clubs Photography Committee Bryant Park is a beloved, year- competitors in the race for the
round New York City destina- World’s Largest Hanukkah
is holding its annual holiday
tion. Known as Manhattan’s
Menorah. Gather around the
celebration and members
32-foot-high, gold-colored,
night. Members will be sharing Town Square, the park is famous for its lush seasonal gar- two-ton holiday icon across the
up to eight images of the natdens, free activities, winter ice street from The Plaza hotel
ural world including wildlife,
skating, and its holiday shops. (Manhattan) to kick off the
landscapes, seascapes, and
Jewish Festival of Lights; lightmore. The meeting, open to the Located in back of the New
York Public Library and surings for this one generally take
general public, begins at 6:30
p.m. A $7 donation is collected rounded by iconic skyscrapers, place at 5:30 p.m. Across the
Bryant Park is visited by more East River, go to the north end
upon entry. The NYC Sierra
of Prospect Park to see its simiClub Photography Committee than 12 million people each
year and is one of the busiest
lar- sized rival illuminated; the
meets at the Metropolitan
public spaces in the world.
lightings are at 6 p.m. most
Opera Guild, on the 6th floor
evenings. The Brooklyn orgaof the Rose Building at Lincoln We’ll meet at the fountain, located just off 6th Avenue/Avnizers hosts a kickoff concert
Center. The address is 70 Linenue of the Americas at 41st
prior to the lighting on
coln Center Plaza, located on
the north side of West 65th
Street, between Broadway and
Amsterdam Avenue, closer to
Amsterdam. From the street,
take the stairs, elevator, or escalator up one level and proceed through the revolving
doors into the lobby to get the
elevator to the 6th floor. *
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on Hanukkah’s first night and
have music and potato pancakes each and every evening.
The lightings continue through
Monday evening, December
30th. The High Line offers a
similar celebration at 15th
Street and 10th Avenue. All
three of these events are free to
the public.

Tuesday, December 31
Photo Op—Central Park

* Friday, January 3
Field Trip—Lantern Festival

Ready to step into a world of
light and color? There will be
New Year’s Eve in Central
over 1,000 lanterns on display,
Park is a winter wonderland.
sculpted into magnificent
In addition to the trees, the
lights, and all the usual photo figures of luminescent art. For
those of you who attended last
year’s event, prepare yourself
for a completely fresh, new,
and unique display. All this
takes place at the Snug Harbor
* Monday, December 23
Cultural Center and Botanical
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
Garden on Staten Island. We’ll
meet upstairs at the Staten
Have a happy and safe holiday
Island Ferry Terminal in
season—filled with good
downtown Manhattan at 4
health and great photography!
p.m. and take the next ferry
across the bay. To get to the
* Monday, December 30
terminal take the #1 train to
No Meeting—Winter Holiday
subjects, tonight there are both South Ferry, the #5 train to
Have a happy and safe new
Bowling Green station, or the
a midnight run and midnight
year—filled with good health
fireworks. Be sure to dress for W or W trains to the Whitehall
and great photography!
Street-South Ferry station and
the weather: the cold and the
(possible) snow. Don’t forget to walk to the terminal. After
landing in Staten Island, the
keep your equipment warm
and dry, too. And don’t forget FREE SHUTTLES will stop at
the St. George Ferry Station
the ball dropping in Times
* Monday, December 30
(Gate E, between Nike Factory
Square, and…
Competition Entry Deadline
Store and H & M), and drop off
at Snug Harbor Cultural CenPlease note that PDI entries are
ter & Botanical Garden. The
due by midnight tonight for
cost of admission is $23/$18
next week’s competition.

Happy New Year!

December 2019

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

48

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

for seniors. Be sure to dress for
the weather. Trip Leader:
Susan Sigrist, 212-758-0036 or
<susans24752@yahoo.com>
Sign up at any meeting or
contact the trip leader. If you
must cancel, please inform
the trip leader of your change
in plans.

© Leland Bobbé
* Monday, January 6
Monthly Competition
Tonight is the third competition of the Club year. Who will
win the top honors? What will
the judge say about your
images? Will you agree? The
only way to find out the
answers to these probing
questions is to come on down
and enter. Full rules are available from the Competition or
the Membership Committees
at any meeting. Remember,
print entries must be submit-
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ted by 6:15 p.m. so that we
may get underway with the
competition promptly at 6:30
p.m. PDI entries must be submitted by midnight one week
prior to today: December 30th.
Reminder— you may enter up
to four images in tonight’s
competition, but no more than
two prints and two PDIs.
Tonight’s judge is Leland
Bobbé. Leland, a native
New Yorker, has been a
professional photographer
for over 30 years. His work
spans both the fine art and
commercial worlds and
has been shown in galleries and utilized by advertising agencies around
the country.

Monday nights at our Club
meetings. This show will be
hanging through January 25th.
For more info on this exhibit,
go to the website at <www.sohophoto.com>
Wednesday, January 8
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting

Professional Women Photographers is a group of women
photographers who network
and share their images and
experiences. Tonight’s guest
presenter will be photographer
Susan Magnano. Here are a
few words from her website
called Magnanimous Pictures
<www.magnanimouspictures.com>
“I am
an adventurer,
a creator, a
student
of the
world,
and a
smiler
maker.
Tuesday, January 7
Photography is my gift and
Photo Event—
tool that I use to share experiSoho Photo Opening
ences, adventures, and life
Soho Photo Gallery is proud to stories. I come from a photopresent individual exhibits by journalistic background and
a half-dozen or so of its (as of
have developed my eye for
now, unannounced) members. capturing important
The reception will be held
moments.” Susan also created
today, from 6 to 8 p.m. The
and leads tours for PhoTour
gallery is open daily from 1 to Adventures <www.photour6 p.m., by appointment, and on sadventures.com> The PWP
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* Saturday, January 11
Field Trip—Gallery Hop

© Susan Mangano
meetings are held at the
Metropolitan Opera Guild, in
the Samuel & David Rose
Building, 70 Lincoln Center
Plaza (65th Street between
Amsterdam Avenue and
Broadway). The doors open at
6 p.m. and the meeting begins
at 6:30 p.m. There is a $10 fee
for non-members of PWP.

One of the winter
traditions at PWCC is a
Gallery Hop field trip.
On these trips we visit
galleries which offer
photography exhibits.
But it’s not just viewing
—bring you camera and
be ready to shoot on the
street as we wander from
gallery to gallery. We’ll
meet at the Fuller
Building, 41 East 57th
Street (corner of Madison
Avenue) at 1 p.m. Be
sure to dress for the
weather. After we’ve done all
our hopping, we’ll head over
to Angelo’s Coal Oven Pizzeria
(117 West 57th Street, just west
of 6th Avenue) for some lunch
and to discuss our day. Leader:
Rita Russo, 917-697- 9664 or
<ritarusso23@gmail.com> Sign
up at any meeting or contact
the trip leader. If you must
cancel, please inform the trip
leader of your change
in plans.

your spot. The reviewer for
this evening is slated to be Jean
Miele. Gino, as he likes to be
called, presented the “How-to”
workshop on portfolios back in
November. He’s coming back
tonight (and again next month)
to see how well we’ve received
his advice and suggestions.
Jean uses photography to explore the borderlands between
fiction and reality. His personal
interest in perception, spirituality, and mysticism have
inspired and informed his
artwork since the mid- 1980s.

* Monday, January 13
Portfolio Night
Tonight is the first
portfolio night of the
Club year. Four PWCC
members will be presenting concise portfolios of up to a dozen or
so images of their
work. Interested? Contact Club
president, Ed Lee, to reserve
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© Jean Miele
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© Steve Winter
© W. Eugene Smith

two curtain raisers tonight.
Long-time PWCC member and
* Monday, January 20
photographer, Natalie ManziGuest Speaker—
no will show portraits of the
John Millisenda
local people from a recent trip
Tonight’s guest photographer
to Oaxaca, Mexico and Bill
is John Millisenda. John is a
Apple, an even longer Club
New York City born and raised member and former recording
photographer, historian, and
secretary will show images
educator. He rose to fame as a from his “Shadow Project.”
street photographer and a
documentarian concentrating
Tuesday, January 21
on his own family. John has
Photo Event—
taught and lectured at the
NY Photo Salon
Educational Alliance and the
The New York Photo Salon is a
Con Artist Collective, among
forum offering the finest phoother venues. Tonight John will tography. Their mission is to
present a show will be about
build and maintain a commuthe great American photonity of professional photograjournalist W. Eugene Smith
phers in the City. Tonight’s
who documented World War
meeting will be held at the
II and its aftermath. His most
School of Visual Arts, 136 West
notable work was about the
21st Street, room 418. The
small Japanese town, Minima- doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the
ta, which was devastated by
presentations begin at 7 p.m.
industrial mercury poisoning. This evening’s guest photogThis is a presentation of hisraphers have not yet been
toric proportions; one you will announced. Admission is free.
not want to miss! There will be
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Wednesday, January 22
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is meeting tonight. The
program is a presentation by
National Geographic photographer and photojournalist Steve
Winter. He has been attacked
by rhinos in India, stalked by
jaguars in Brazil, charged by
an 11-foot grizzly in Siberia,
and trapped in quicksand in
the world's largest tiger reserve in Myanmar. He has
slept in a tent for six months at
40° below zero tracking snow
leopard, flown over erupting
volcanoes, and visited isolated
villages where residents have
never before seen a blond foreigner—nor a camera. Steve
feels we have a great responsibility not only to show and excite people about the natural
world, but about its fascinating
people and cultures as well. He
wants to give people a reason
to care. Above all, he wants to
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give the readers of National
Geographic what he always
wanted—a front row seat next
to the photographer and
writer, part of the team along
for the adventure. To learn
more about Steve’s work, visit
<www,stevewinterphoto.com>
The meeting, open to the
public, begins at 6:30 p.m. A
$7 donation is collected upon
entry. See the listing under
December 18th for the meeting
location and directions to it.

* Thursday, January 23
Field Trip—
Brooklyn Botanic Garden
The Brooklyn Botanic Garden
was founded in 1910 and is
located in Mount Prospect
Park (next to Prospect Park
and the Brooklyn Museum).
This 52-acre green space
includes a number of specialty
"gardens within the Garden,”
plant collections, and the
Steinhardt Conservatory,
which houses the C. V. Starr
Bonsai Museum, three climatethemed plant pavilions, a
white cast-iron and glass
aquatic plant house, and an art
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gallery. The Garden holds over
14,000 taxa of plants and each
year has over 900,000 visitors.
We’ll meet at the Visitor Center
located just inside the gate at
990 Washington Avenue (at the
parking lot, right behind the
Brooklyn Museum) at 1 p.m.
To get there, take the #2 or #3
train to the Eastern ParkwayBrooklyn Museum station, the
B, Q, or S train to the to
Prospect Park station, or the #4
or #5 train to the Franklin
Avenue station.
Admission is $15/$8
for seniors (free for
Garden members). We
plan on shooting in the
conservatory but if the
weather cooperates (not
too cold, snow-covered
fields, whatever) be
prepared to shoot
outdoors, as well. Dress
in layers to be prepared
for all conditions. Leader: Paul
Grebanier, 718-629 -7164 or
<pgrebaier@yahoo.com> Sign
up at any meeting or contact
the trip leader. If you must
cancel, please inform the trip
leader of your change in plans.
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Sat., Jan. 25 & Sun., Jan. 26
Photo Ops—
Chinese New Year
The “official” Chinese New
Year, the Year of the Rat, is on
Saturday, January 25. There
should be lots going on in
Chinatowns around the world
and especially in Manhattan
and Flushing, Queens. On
Sunday, January 26th, the
Chinese community celebrates
the Lunar New Year in a marvelous, unique, and colorful
street fiesta on Madison Street,
in Chinatown (Manhattan).
[Note: the Lunar New Year
Firecracker Ceremony and
Cultural Festival will take
place on Sunday, February 9th.
Be sure to bring earplugs!]

* Monday, January 27
Field Trip Committee Meeting
Prior to tonight’s meeting
(Theme Night—Weather),
the Field Trip Committee
will hold a planning
session to schedule Club
outings for the next few
months. All PWCC
members are encouraged
to attend and contribute
to the discussion.
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Directions to Soho Photo
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas and
West Broadway. Take the #1
train to the Franklin Street
station (one stop below Canal
Street). Walk one block north
on West Broadway to White
street, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery.
* Monday, January 27
Tuesday, January 28
Take the A, C, or E train to the
Theme Night—
Photo Event—
Canal Street station. Walk
Weather
Soho Photo Opening
south on Church Street/Sixth
Our first theme night of the
Soho Photo Gallery is proud to Avenue three blocks to White
year comes smack dab in the
present individual exhibits by Street, make a right turn, and
walk half a block to the gallery.
middle of winter. Is there snow a half-dozen or so of its (as of
on the ground? Is it raining
now, unannounced) members. Although a longer walk, take
any other train to Canal Street,
and pouring? Is it a bright
The reception will be held towalk west to Church Street,
sunny day? The theme for
day, from 6 to 8 p.m. The
tonight is weather. You may
gallery is open daily from 1 to and follow the directions
interpret the theme in any way 6 p.m., by appointment, and on above. Driving? Street parking
is available but limited.
you can imagine. If you would Monday nights at our Club
like to participate, bring up to meetings. This show will be
five minutes worth of images
hanging through February
to share with the Club. These
15th. For more info on this exmay be prints or PDIs. Compe- hibit, go to the website at
tition rules do not apply but
<www.sohophoto.com>
PDI images must be properly
formatted for projection.
* Monday, January 27
Competition Entry Deadline
Please note that PDI entries
are due by midnight tonight
for next week’s competition.
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Directions to the Pine’s
at 680 West End Avenue at
93rd Street, Apartment 5D.
Take the #1, 2, or 3, trains to
96th Street (exit at the south
end of the station) or the M7,
M11, or M104 bus to 93rd/94th
Streets. From the train or bus,
walk the few steps to 93rd
Street, make a right turn and
head west to the apartment entrance on the corner of West
End Avenue and 93rd Street.

53

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Table of Contents
Club News
2 Who’s Who at PWCC
3 President’s Message
4 Holiday Party
5 Badlands and Black Hills
5 Club Participation Nites
6 2019-20 Schedule
7 Competition Postponed
8 Images of the Month
9 Point Totals
10 Competition Rotation
10 Photo Notes Deadlines
10 Committee Liaisons
10 Photo Cartoon
11 Yahoo Group
11 Flickr Group
11 Club Affiliations
12 Volunteers Wanted
12 Lunch, Anyone?
12 ExCom Minutes
14 Business Meeting Recap
17 Bad Habits
18 PDI Workshop
22 Member Portfolio
23 Light Sculpting
23 Portfolios Wanted
24 PWCC Website
25 Images Wanted
26 Member Bio

Photography News
27 Depth of Field
29 Images Wanted
29 Need a New Hard Drive?
30 Gallery Watching
32 Finding Your Voice
33 Stepping Out
34 Sea-thru
34 B&H Lawsuit
35 Ricoh THETA
35 Space Photography
36 Aurora Viewing
37 Where in the World
38 Using Your Camera
39 PhotoShopping
40 Photo Shopping
a

Exhibits, Workshops, Etc.
41 B&H Event Space
42 Photo Contest
43 Photo Festival
44 Photo Tours
Schedule of Activities
45 Calendars
46 Schedule
53 Directions
54 Table of Contents
54 Panorama of the Month

Panorama of the Month

Seattle at Night
©2011 Chuck Pine

December 2019

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

54

