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Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
Photo Notes is optimized for viewing on the internet.
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President’s Letter

Images from the Year-End Competition

Into the Sunset
It’s time to amble on. I appreciate all the great work by Club
members and officers and only
wish we could have a new
president.
I will continue as a Club
member, although less active. I
plan to devote more time to
some of my other interests.
The Club will continue to
offer great opportunities for
learning and doing photography. As usual, we have many
exciting events planned for the
summer. We never close!
I hope to see many of you
at the Year-End Otto Litzel
Memorial Dinner on June 10th.
Finally, I enjoin you to
avoid entangling foreign alliances and beware the everencroaching military-industrial
complex.
Beyond this I have nothing
to add other than assuring you
of my enduring affection for
the Club and its many remarkable members.
All the best,

Paul

All images ©2013 by
Marge Gurd
George Grubb
George Hansen

The crowd awaits.

The slide
competition.
Our three judges.
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Adobe Clarification
by Chuck Pine

The following is a summary
on what’s happening with the
changes in Adobe’s distribution of software policies.
1. Adobe's change in software distribution is predicted
to be the wave of the future.
Adobe is simply ahead of the
curve. Most other companies,
especially those with an (almost) monopoly in their genre,
will be jumping on board in
the future, especially if Adobe
is successful in this venture.
2. If you currently want to
purchase Photoshop CS6, or
upgrade to it from a previous
recent version of Photoshop,
you’d better do it sooner rather
than later. The June 30th deadline is not written in stone.
3. You will probably not
find boxed versions of Photoshop CS6 on store shelves,
nor will you find it listed at online stores—not even on the
Adobe store’s website. You
must call Adobe’s sales department, work through their
phone system, and speak to a
live salesperson.
4. When you sign up for
the Creative Cloud, you might
think that you’ll always need
to be connected to the internet
to use your software. Not so!
Your copy of Photoshop (etc.)
is downloaded to your computer. You can use it whenever
and wherever you are. However, each month that you pay
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your “rental fee” to Adobe,
they send an electronic “key”
to your computer to give you
permission to use Photoshop.
No fee? No key. No Photoshop!
5. While it is true that this
method of distribution (the
Creative Cloud) will enable the
software to be continually updated with new features, you
should not be so naive to believe that Adobe is doing this
to help their customers. As it
stands now, you pay about
$200 every two years to upgrade to Photoshop’s next version—about $100 a year. Under
the new Creative Cloud
method of distribution, you
will be paying approximately
$20 per month (maybe less, but
for the first year only). This
comes out to about $240 a year.
That’s more than double the
income for Adobe. Another
plus for Adobe? This method
of distribution will eliminate
the use of illegal copies of Photoshop—everyone will have to
pay to use the program.
6. While Adobe’s Photoshop CS6 is the top-of-theline image-editing program, it
is not the only one. There are
many high-end programs out
there. I’m sure there will be
lots of articles in the photo
magazines and blogs in the
weeks and months to come.
Most will have free trial periods (usually a month long). It
would be in your best interest
to check them out.
7. The Creative Cloud

method of distribution will not
affect Elements or Lightroom
—at least not for the near future (but you never know).
8. If you opt not to go with
the Creative Cloud but still use
Photoshop, this will be a decision limited by time. Adobe
will no longer support nonCreative Cloud versions of
Photoshop. If something goes
wrong with your program—no
help from Adobe. If you buy a
new camera, the odds are that
your RAW files will not be
readable by Photoshop. (Yeah,
there are workarounds, like
using Adobe’s DNG conversion program, if it’s still
around, or using Lightroom
and then exporting your files
to Photoshop, or using your
camera manufacturer’s RAW
conversion software, etc., etc.,
etc.—but most of these alternatives are a pain.)
9. I urge everyone to search
out and sign some of the online petitions asking Adobe not
to do this to their amateur base
of photographers
10. Looking ahead, there
might be a solution for camera
clubs and their members—but
don’t hold your breath. Adobe
has always had special pricing
for companies, schools, whatever, for licensing many copies
of a particular program or suite
of programs. A group rate
through a club, a college, or an
organization (perhaps NAPP,
PSA, etc.), might be a possibility for us in the future.
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Images of the Year
!

by George Hansen

Slide-of-the-Year
My Mom by Joan Slatkin

Slide Runners-Up
Neon Abstract by Joan Slatkin
Get the Shot by Susan Sigrist
Easter, 2008 by Rita Russo
Buddhist Nun by Susan Sigrist

Slide-of-the-Year
My Mom
©2011 Joan Slatkin

Print-of-the-Year
Pilgrimage by Marvin Fink

Print Runners-Up
Tiles and Laundry by Natalie Manzino
Devotion by Marvin Fink
Through the Water by Sarah Corbin
Red Chair by Natalie Manzino

PDI-of-the-Year
Match Dot Com by Marge Gurd

PDI Runners-Up
Red Bull Gives You Wings by Barbara Martens
Dance of Zebras by Madeleine Barbara
Slate House by Natalie Manzino
Dragonfly by Elena Pierpont

Print-of-the-Year
Pilgrimage
©2012 Marvin Fink

PDI-of-the-Year
Match Dot Com
©2013 Marge Gurd
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Year-End Point Totals

Year-End Wrap-Up

by George Hansen

PDIs
Madeleine Barbara!
George Hansen!
Barbara Martens!
Eileen Duranko!
Chuck Pine!
Marilyn Fish-Glynn!
Joan Slatkin!
Bill Apple!
Hedy Klein!
Paul Grebanier!
Natalie Manzino!
Rita Russo!
George Grubb!
Rain Bengis!
Nicole Dosso!
Elena Pierpont!
Cheryl Richer!
Ann Broder!
Marjorie Gurd!
Janna Amelkin!
Carole de Beer!
Barbara Berg!
Jerry Harawitz!
Michael Wakslicht!
Dorothy Mills!
Sarah Davis!
Christine Doyle!
Myra Resnick!
Evelyne Appel!
Gilbert Rios!
Ruth Lowell!
Dolores Roddy!
Miguel Paoli!
Bob Wine!
Julie Foehrenbach!
Donald Donin!
Jay Bitkower!
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Prints
108
96
96
94
94
88
88
86
86
84
84
84
78
72
72
72
72
70
66
64
64
62
58
58
54
44
42
40
36
32
30
22
14
12
8
4
2

Barbara Martens!
Elsa Blum!
Madeleine Barbara !
Natalie Manzino!
George Hansen!
Paul Grebanier!
Hedy Klein!
Bill Apple!
Sarah Corbin!
Marvin Fink!
Alice Somma!
Ruth Formanek!
Chuck Pine!
Ann Broder!
Dorothy Mills!
Evelyne Appel!
Fonda Charne!
Michael Wakslicht!

112
110
86
78
76
74
72
66
48
40
38
30
26
14
14
6
6
4

Yellowstone Reunion

Slides
Joan Slatkin!
Susan Sigrist!
Marilyn Fish-Glynn!
Rita Russo!
Elena Pierpont!

This year was pretty exciting
in two of our three competitions:
Only two points separated
first and second place in the
Print Competition.
In the PDI Competition,
there were ties for both second
and third place, again separated by only two points.
The Slide Competition, on
the other hand, was a clear
runaway for the winner. Alas,
this will be Park West’s last
slide competition…forever!
Congratulations to all the
high scorers. As for the rest of
us…we’ll be back next year!

100!
62
56!
38
14

Save the date! The reunion for
the Club’s trip to Yellowstone
National Park this past January
will be the subject of our June
24th meeting. All trip participants are invited to share their
images, Club members are invited to join in the fun. Snacks
will be served. All this will take
place at the home of our trip
leaders, Chuck and Helen Pine.
Reservations are required due
to limited space. Call 212-9327665 or send an e-mail to
<bohpin@aol.com>

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Three-Ring Circus

So, again, for your amuseby Hedy Klein ment, or whatever your reactions may be, here are the
Since PWCC members again
scores and comments, grammatical quirks and all, given
voted to insert ringer photos
into our monthly competitions, by the judges to the images of
“Leslie Plante.”
this is our second annual reUntil next year . . .
view. Each co-chair of the
Competition Committee volunteered an image: George
Editor’s Notes
Hansen, a print; Hedy Klein, a
PDI; and Joan Slatkin, a slide.
The names of the judges
Last year each selected
for the year have been omitringer had received a “B” in its
ted to protect the innocent
category in an earlier competi(and the guilty).
tion. This year, the earlier
There was no competition
competition scores were different: the print got a “B”; the PDI
in November due to Supergot an “A” and the slide got
storm Sandy.
“Slide of the Month.” These
ringers vied each month with
all the other members’ images. Print Competition
We saw how varied, incon- October: “A” Beautiful person,
sistent and, sometimes, bizarre well executed. The eyes are in
perfect focus, sort of like a
a judge’s comments often are.
passport picture. I’d work on
Too often, a score was totally
the composition, work on it
incongruous with his or her
more. However, it’s well execomments or criticism. How
cuted so I’ll give it an “A.”
can we reconcile high praises
and lush remarks with a “B” or December: “A/Honors” Texture of this portrait is unbe“I don’t know what this is,”
“It’s ordinary,” and “It’s not so lievable. It’s so rich. Sharpness
original” with an “A”? That is is there—skin, hair—it’s a senthe million-dollar conundrum! sitively rendered portrait. It
Even when we vehemently might be even more wonderful
disagree with these legitimate on matte paper.
January: “C” Wrong choice of
or flippant remarks, we can
paper. Image too big; too sentake away something useful
timentalized. The face is too
and positive. No matter how
pink—almost pornographic in
serious we are about competing, this exercise demonstrates its pinkness.
February: “A” I don’t know if
how subjective—and, sometimes, arbitrary—the opinions I’d hang it on my wall, but
that’s an “A.” There’s connecof the judges can be.
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Print Ringer
Matt
©2006 George Hansen
tion with the person—all the
facts. Really nicely done.
March: “B” He loves it or hates
it [sic]. Very professional image. I don’t like it, though. I’ll
give it a “B.” It looks like
product. If it was professional,
great, but not from an art
background.
April: “A” I find this very
powerful. It’s an amazing
face—angelic, renaissancelooking face. Monumental, the
way it fills the frame—something very modern about it.
May: “A. It’s a little too over
softened. A lot of character—
texture of hair. Extraordinary
detail of white in shirt is good.
Over-softened face.
PDI Competition
October: “C” This is sloppy
composition. It doesn’t work
for me. There’s a picture here.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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It’s a question of walking
around to a better position.
December: “B” Nicely seen.
Great moment. Wonderful
color. I would crop in more—
into the torsos and faces. The
background is a little noisy. I’d
subdue the background—use
clarity in subject.
January: “C” The focus is either the faces or the sneakers.
I’d pick the sneakers. Too
much distraction on the sides.
As interesting and spooky as
the eye is, it’s not enough.
February: “B” Background
competes with girls. Not perfect. The moment between
them is good—not fantastic.
March: “B” Needs to be
cropped a bit. Too loose. Need
to get deeper to focus on eye.
April: “B” This is very nice, a
nice moment. It doesn’t move
me that much, though it is very
well done. I’m going to give it
a “B.”

Summer 2013

Slide Ringer
Sunflower with Water Drops
©2011 Joan Slatkin

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

The shy spectator.

PDI Ringer
Sisters
©2009 Hedy Klein

ordinary. I like the shapes. I
like this a lot.
May: “A/Honors” It’s refreshing to see a picture with special
Slide Competition
effect look done non digitally.
October: “A/Honors” It’s not
Shape of flower is strong. Waoriginal. I’ve done this type of ter in front adds to depth.
imagery before. It’s like a land- Movement, flame-like effect,
scape. I’ll give it an “A.”
are quite wonderful.
December: “A” Not so original.
Sense of fire. Floral shot
More Images from the
through glass with water—it’s
Year-End Competition
a convention that’s been used.
Nice colors.
January: “B” Half circle is distracting in composition—takes
my eye away from central area.
Too bad it’s not handled well
compositionally.
February: “A/Honors” Advantage to slides—color will be
sexier. This has all the qualities.
It’s an “A.”
The print passers.
March: “B” I’m not sure why
we’re looking at a flower
through wet glass. This looks
like a Herrick Process [sic] image.
April: “A/Honors” I like this
one a lot. Graphically, it really
works. Subject not out of the

The print winner

May: “C” Nice seeing. Background not working. Would
like to see it cropped.
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Call for Entry

You may use black, silver,
or white gallery frames with
PWCC is excited to announce white or off-white mats. Your
that we will have an exhibit of works do not all have to be the
members’ work at the Calumet same size but must be matted
and framed in a like manner.
Gallery, 22 West 22nd Street,
The show will be hung on
from September 16th to SepSeptember 16th or 17th. You
tember 30th.
will be notified exactly when
and where to bring your work
closer to the time of the show.
The opening reception will be
held on Thursday, September
19th, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
The Gallery Committee
requests participants to
submit their images digitally prepared and sized
as for competition, to
<pwccny@aol.com> no
later than Friday, July
The
12th.
theme
Please name your
and title
JPG images in the
of the
following manner:
show is
Last Name_First
High & Low.
Name_Title.jpg.
You may
In the body of the email ininterpret this
clude the following:
in any way
•Your name, e-mail address,
you can imagine.
and phone number;
You may submit up to six
•Title of each image you
images for inclusion in the
submit;
show. Your images should re•Framed size of work;
late to each other and to the
overall theme of the show. The •How it relates to the theme
minimum frame size for exhib- (high or low)
In addition, please fill
iting is 11x14”—there is no
out the form on the next
maximum frame size.
The fees for entry are either page and submit it with
your payment. Make your
$15 for up to three images or
$25 for four to six images. The check payable to PWCC. Mail
your check and completed
monies will be used to defray
the costs of publicity, hanging, form to Myrna Changar, 250
and the reception.
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West 94th Street #10A, New
York, NY 10025. The committee
will review all the submissions
on Monday, July 15th to insure
that we have a cohesive show
that relates to our theme.
If you have any questions,
please speak to any member of
the Gallery Committee. The
following are the members of
the Committee: Bill Apple,
Rain Bengis, Barbara Berg, Ann
Broder, Sarah Davis, Carole de
Beer, Maria Fernandez, Ruth
Formanek, George Hansen,
Myrna Changar, Gladys
Hopkowitz, Chuck Pine, Helen
Pine, Myra Resnick, and Gilbert Rios.
The Committee requests that
you let them know if you are
planning to participate by emailing <pwccny@aol.com> as
soon as possible
(if you have
not already
done
so).

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Norwegian Aurora

Although the exact dates
and final prices are not yet set,
Get ready for the photographic we are looking at a two-week
trip in late February/early
adventure of a lifetime! This
March, 2014 at a cost of someopportunity to explore the
winter wonderland of Norway where in the neighborhood of
$5,500. This will include: airincludes spectacular views of
the aurora borealis (the north- fare (from NYC or south Florida); seven days aboard a Hurern lights)…
tigruten cruise-ferry (all meals
included); stays in Kirkenes,
Bergen, and Oslo; transfers;
plus lots more.
As soon as the final details
are available they will be sent.
Since this trip is limited in the
number of photographers who
can participate, deposits will
a cruise down the fjord-laden
be accepted on a first-to-pay/
coast of Norway…
first-to-go basis.
As they say in Norway,
trygg tur—bon voyage!

For the Birds
The New York City Audubon
Camera Club held its Second
Annual Photography Contest
on Wednesday night, June 5th,
at the National Audubon Society headquarters down in the
West Village. There were over
90 entries which covered the
gamut from landscapes to
wildlife, and most notably, our
avian friends (AKA birds). All
the entries were whittled down
to fifteen finalists by the club
leaders, David Speiser and
Lloyd Spitalnik.
The winners were both
Park West members—Chuck
Pine took first place with his
image, and Helen Pine won the
second spot with her image,
Anhinga.
Congratulations to our
PWCC members of the
Audubon Camera Club!

a visit to the UNESCO World
Heritage site of Bergen…

and more!
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First Place
Doublemint Twins
©2013 Chuck Pine

Second Place
Anhinga
©2013 Helen Pine
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Expanding Visions 19

trips and assignments will be
followed by another review.
Get out your calendars. Find a Then, the last trip and assignbright red or blue marker. Cir- ment and the final review (including the term project prescle each and every Thursday
entations).
from May 2nd through June
The basic thread running
27th. These are the dates for
the all new version of the ever- through the assignments in
Expanding Visions 19 is Drawpopular Expanding Visions.
ing Your Attention—all of the
As usual, this nine-week
weekly assignments will have
class will be free to Park West
to do with ways to lead the
Camera Club members, and
viewer’s eyes to the subject
only $75 for non-members (or
matter and keep them there.
$15 per session up to the $75
The term project will also deal
maximum payment).
with drawing your attention to
Expanding Visions is a
the subject in your images.
marriage of a field trip class
Not too complicated, is it?
with a class in photographic
Lots of fun and educational,
seeing. We throw in compositional and technical aspects as but most of all it will expand
well. This nine-week class will your vision in the photographs
you take, and allow you to
open your mind to new ways
of looking at photographs, sub- grow as a photographer.
ject matter, equipment, and
more. It will also allow you to Here’s the class syllabus:
explore five of the City’s parks
that you may not have visited May 2!
Introduction—Overview of
before.
Equipment, Assignments, DesThe format of the class is
simple: We start with an intro- tination, and Techniques
ductory session. We will disMay 9!
cuss equipment, techniques,
and the specifics of the course; Trip #1—Battery Park
a term project will be assigned. Rule of Thirds
May 16!
For the next two weeks we’ll
Trip #2—Central Park
go on field trips to different
places around town and work Leading Lines and Repetition
on the assignments. The folMay 23!
lowing session will bring us
Review of Trips 1 & 2
back indoors where we’ll share
our photographs, talk about
May 30!
our experiences, and evaluate
Trip #3—Madison Square Park
what and how well we
Framing
learned. Two more weeks of

Summer 2013

June 6!
Trip #4—Brooklyn Bridge Park
Triangles and S-curves
June 13!
Review of Trips 3 & 4
June 20!
Trip # 5—Riverside Park
Selective Focus

Selective Focus
Singing Blackbird
©2013 Chuck Pine
June 27!
Final Review
As usual, the instructor of this
class is the creator of the Expanding Visions concept, and
PWCC’s president emeritus,
Chuck Pine.
Fees (for those non-PWCC
members taking the class) are
due at the first session (or at
each session if paying by the
week). Cash or check only.
Let us know if you’ll be attending by sending a message to
<pwccny@aol.com>

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Otto Litzel Dinner
This year’s annual PWCC Otto
Litzel Memorial Year-End Dinner will be held again at the
historic Salmagundi Club,
which is located at 47 Fifth
Avenue, between 11th and 12th
Streets. The date is Monday,
June 10th.

For those of us who need a
place to hang out after work
and before the festivities begin,
the club will open to us for
cocktails (cash bar) at 6 p.m.
Dinner will be served beginning at 7 p.m. (more or less).
The dinner will be served
buffet style. You may eat as
much as you like.
From past experience, the
meal starts out with a choice of
salads and dressings. This is
followed by a selection of main
courses (usually there are beef,
fish, chicken, and vegetarian
choices), side dishes (including
vegetables, potatoes and/or
other starchy dishes, etc.), and

Summer 2013

ient to public transportation.
The downtown M1, M2, M3,
and M5 buses run right in front
of the door. The crosstown M8
and M14 (any letter) buses stop
at Fifth Avenue and leave you
a short walk to Salmagundi.
The 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 trains, as
well as the B, D, F, L, N, Q, R,
breads and spreads. This will
and V lines, all have 14th Street
be followed, of course, by a sestops that are within two
lection of desserts and coffee,
blocks of Fifth Avenue.
decaf, and teas. (A little birdie
On-street parking in the
has informed us that an apple
area is difficult, but not impostart is on the dessert menu this
sible (if you’re the lucky type).
year.)
Parking garages are available
Soft drinks are available
and expensive—after all, it is
from the bar at no cost. Wine at
Manhattan!
the tables is included as well.
However you get there,
Other alcoholic beverages are
subway, bus, car, or cab, this is
on a pay-as-you-sip basis.
the Club social event of the
The all-inclusive cost (comyear.
plete meal, taxes, and tip) is a
Don’t miss it!
mere $40—a bargain these
days.
The Social Committee will
Sites to Behold
be accepting reservations and
by Ann Broder
collecting payments at all Club
meetings. You may also send a
Here are a few websites I’ve
check to our treasurer, Myron
come across that you might
Galef, at 345 East 73rd Street,
like to visit:
Apt. #8L, NY, NY 10021. Please
Eric Kim is a street photogmake the check out to Park
rapher. In addition to lots of
West Camera Club (or just
great shots, there’s plenty of
PWCC, if you’re in a hurry);
info on techniques and gear.
and please, do not send cash
<www.erickimphotography.c
through the mail. Please note:
om/blog/start-here>
reservations will not be acWant to learn about depth
cepted without full payment!!!
of field? Check these out:
Presentations of awards
<www.dofmaster.com/dofta
and other surprises will immeble.html> and/or
diately follow the meal.
<www.picturecorrect.com/ti
The Salmagundi Club, in
ps/digital-slr-cameras-hyperf
Greenwich Village, is convenocal-distance-focus>
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Competition Info

Did You Know?

Here’s some information for our members re-

Did you know that the on-line PDF version of

garding our Club competitions. All the details
may be found in the PWCC By-Laws (Article III)
and/or in the illustrated PWCC Competition
Manual.
There will be one print and one projected
digital image (PDI) competition each month.
Each member may submit up to four images
each month but no more than two in any one
competition.
Print entries must be submitted to the Competition Committee by 6:45 p.m. on the evening
of the competition. PDIs must be e-mailed to
<pwcccompetition@yahoo.com> at least one
week prior to the competition.
All entries must be sized, labeled, formatted,
etc. as described in the Competition Manual.
For the Year-End Competition held in June
each member may submit up to four prints
and/or four PDIs. Only images which competed in this year’s (October through May)
monthly competitions are eligible. These entries
must be unaltered from their original entry. The
Club does not keep records of which slides or
PDIs you entered. You should make a list of all
your entries (and their scores) for your own
benefit when you are ready to submit to the
Year-End Competition.

Park West Camera Club’s Photo Notes offers you
advantages?
Did you know that all of the website and email addresses are hyperlinks? That means if
you click on them, you will be taken to that
website (if you are connected to the internet) or
to your e-mail program to send an e-mail.
Did you know that the images are in color
and of higher quality than when printed out?
And, you can enlarge them a bit, too, for detail.
Did you know that reading Photo Notes online saves trees, landfills, inks, toners, water,
and other natural resources?
Did you know that reading Photo Notes online saves the Club over $100 each and every
month?

We belong!
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group
Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a great
photo op or workshop that you’d like to share
with your fellow Club members? What are you
to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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Wanted…

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Seven
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation. What a
waste!

…volunteers to write for the Park West Camera
Club’s Photo Notes. Could be on a continuing
basis or as a one-shot deal. Experience not necessary. Enthusiasm is a must-have. Don’t worry
about spelling or grammar or the like—our
crack editorial staff handles all the details.
Some suggestions for individual articles or
monthly columns are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

photo magazine reviews
photo workshop reviews
Club field trip reviews
photographic gallery reviews
equipment reviews
technical/technique articles
photographic hints and tips
computer hints and tips
photographic poetry
photography puzzles (X-word, jumbles,
word-search, etc.)
• recipes from Club pot-luck dinners
• anything else you can dream up—as
long as it is photo- or Club-related.
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When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group,
go to<www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!
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Business Meeting
by Lee Backer
Recording Secretary

This is a draft copy and has
not yet been approved by the
membership.
May 13, 2013

asked to remove extraneous
information from the back of
Call to Order—President Paul the print.
Perkus called the meeting to
• Field Trip—Jerry Harawitz
order at 7:04 pm. A quorum
will lead a field trip to the
was present.
Bronx Zoo. No other trips are
currently planned.
Minutes of Previous Meeting— • Gallery—There will be a
The minutes of the March 18th committee meeting tomorrow,
meeting as published in the
7 p.m. at the Pines’ apartment
April 2013 Photo Notes were
to plan the September Calumet
amended to include the
exhibit. All club members are
meeting date. They were
welcome.
approved as amended.
• House—Paul Perkus, on
behalf of Chuck Elster, thanked
Treasurer’s Report—There is a everyone for helping.
bank balance of $13,301, $320
• Membership—There are
of which is reserved for trips,
currently 75 members.
leaving an adjusted balance of • Newsletter—The next
$12,981. Auction revenue was
deadline is May 29th, except
$1,405. $898.60 was paid to
for the June competition
sellers, leaving $506.40 profit
results.
for the Club.
•Program—Next week’s
speaker is Justin Quinnell, a
Committee Reports
pinhole photographer. The
• Archives—A new scrapbook three June competition judges
is being ordered. Chuck Pine
were announced.
and Bill Apple provided oral
• Social—There will be
histories of the Club on video. refreshments after the meeting.
• Competition—Sending in all • Website—Images by print
your PDIs in one email has
competition winners are
helped reduce images lost in
sometimes not on the website
the mail. Send questions and
because the jpeg image was not
requests for confirmation to
sent to the committee within
Hedy Klein’s personal email
the one-week deadline. Winaddress. Print competitors are ning print and slide file names
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must include the member’s
name and image title. There
have not been any recent
submissions for the members’
galleries, and members are
encouraged to submit portfolios. The Calumet logo to go
on the website has not been
received; Helen will follow-up
with Gladys.
• Workshop—Workshops for
the next Club year cannot be
planned until workshop dates
are published.
Old Business
• Extended Field Trips—Seven
people are going on the trip to
Boston in two weekends. There
was discussion about the
feasibility of future trips. Only
three people have expressed
interest in the proposed
Norway trip so far. There are
fewer people with cars and
fewer drivers than in the past
for road trips. Chuck Pine
defined an official Club trip as
one that is organized by Chuck
with group rates for everything. It was suggested to have
trips like the successful, but
unofficial, Winter In Yellowstone trip: no driving, everything arranged.
• Election of Officers—All
current officers were running
for re-election, except Paul
Perkus for president. There
were no candidates for president. The remaining slate of
candidates was re-elected
unanimously: Ed Lee, vice
president; Myron Galef,
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treasurer; Helen Pine, corresponding secretary; and Lee
Backer, recording secretary. In
the absence of an elected
president, the vice-president
will assume the duties of
president. Myron Galef
announced that next year will
be his last year as treasurer.
• Calumet Gallery Exhibit—
See committee report.
• Club Auction—See the
treasurer's report.
• Expanding Visions—$800$900 have been received. The
first week had 47 attendees,
and week 2 had 42 attendees.
There were 60 attendees
overall.
• A motion made at the March
18th business meeting to
discontinue the slide competition beginning next year was
passed unanimously.
New Business
• Motion by Helen Pine—
Whenever a president is not
elected or appointed, three
members-at-large shall be elected.
A member-at-large shall be a
voting member of the Executive
Committee, but shall have no
other official duties. This
motion requires a change to
the constitution and will be
voted on at the next business
meeting.
• Summer Meetings—The
schedule was presented:
! June 24—Yellowstone
trip reunion at the Pines’
apartment
!
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! July 8—PDI review at the
Pines’ apartment
! July 22—Outdoor model
shoot, led by Ed Lee
! August 5—Photograph the
NYC skyline from New Jersey,
led by Paul Perkus
! August 19—Indoor model
shoot, led by Ed Lee
•Proposed Budget—Myron
Galef presented next year’s
proposed budget. It includes
an anticipated increase in room
rent to $175, but dues will
remain the same. The budget,
based on 70 members, was
passed with the following
changes: Archives budget =
$400 and Workshops budget =
$1,200.
• Life Member—Paul Perkus
nominated Helen Pine to Life
Member status in honor of her
long years of active participation in the Club. Helen was
unanimously approved by the
members in attendance.
• Chuck Pine Labor Day
Barbeque—The date is set for
September 1st. Barbara
Martens offered her building’s

rooftop party venue in Jersey
City. The rental fee for 4 hours
is $300 for fewer than 50
people and $500 for 50 or more
people. (Last year’s BBQ had
fewer than 50.) A $250 refundable deposit is required. A $100
porter’s fee to clean up after
the party is also required,
otherwise we must clean up.
There is elevator access and
there are indoor facilities in the
event of rain. A motion to
have the BBQ at this location
around 3:00 p.m., and to pay
the porter's fee, was passed.
• Competition Print Labels—
Chuck Pine proposed that preprinted labels be used on the
back of competition prints in
order to increase clarity of
submission information and
assist the Competition Committee. An additional recommendation is to write the
competition print sequence
number on the label and not on
the print’s backing board.
• Adjournment—The meeting
was adjourned at 8:53 pm.

Someplace to Go
If you are looking for someplace to go for a personal photo trip
this summer, and wildflowers are a subject that interest you,
here are some suggestions:
June / Blue Ridge Parkway in North Carolina
<www.ncnatural.com/parkway>
July / Crested Butte, Colorado
<www.crestedbuttewildflowerfestival.com >
August / Mount Rainier National Park in Washington State
<www.nps.gov/mora/pphtml/activities >
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Meet the Member
by Janna Amelkin

Jim Lukens grew up in the
Midwest, but also lived for a
long time in California, where
he went to high school, college,
and graduate school. After
graduate school Jim spent a
few years at Cornell University
in Ithaca, New York, and then
came to Long Island. He was a
physics professor for many
years at SUNY Stony Brook.
Currently, he splits his time between Stony Brook and Manhattan.

raphy. The course also included some instruction in
printing and an introduction to
Lightroom. Jim Beecher, the
instructor had names of camera clubs on his website. Jim
checked some camera clubs
out on the internet and found
that Park West seemed the best
club for him.
Jim used to travel a fair
amount while he was still
working. During those trips he
took pictures of things that interested him. He especially
likes to photograph landscapes
and architecture. Jim used film
cameras in the past and currently uses a CanonT2i. He is
currently taking the Expanding
Visions class to learn more
about his camera and photography. Jim also enjoys hiking
and walking.
Jim hopes that being in the
Park West Camera Club will
help him become a better and
more creative photographer.
He looks forward to interacting
with other photographers, seeing their work, and getting
feedback about his work.
Welcome to the Club, Jim.

Donald Donin, I learned that
he used to teach at Kingsborough Community College
(more on this later) and a former supervisor of mine also
taught there. Of course, they
knew each other. For some reason, this pleased me to be
aware of this “connection.”
Donald was given his first
camera as a birthday gift when
he was seven years old, a Kodak Brownie, which cost only
$3. While he enjoyed taking
pictures, his father dampened
his enthusiasm by making
comparisons with his brother.
When he was 14, his parents
Jim’s father was into phobought him another camera,
tography and encouraged Jim,
which he thinks he might still
who started taking pictures
have.
when he was quite young.
Donald worked as a ProfesHowever, in the past, Jim was
sor at Kingsborough Communot very serious about photognity College, since the late 70s.
raphy. Sometimes he made picHe is proud of introducing a
tures he really liked. He reMeet the Member
cently retired and now has
by Marlene Schonbrun program in computer graphics
and website development,
more time to devote to photogInterviewing new members
since as far as he knows, it was
raphy. Jim would like to take
the first program like this
good pictures more consisalways bring surprises, and
within the CUNY system. He
tently and develop a style.
this interview was no excepJim just completed a digital tion. As the saying goes, we are also introduced desktop publishing, Adobe Illustrator, and
photography course at the Inall just one degree of separaDream Weaver. Another proternational Center of Photogtion. Prior to interviewing
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Eating Pizza
©2013 Donald Donin
ject that he’s proud of are the
yearbooks he created for the
school. He took most of the
photos using natural light, and
the students were amazed and
pleased with the results. He
was influenced by a photography teacher he met at Kingsborough, who got him away
from the Kodak way of taking
pictures to a more creative approach. Donald retired in 2012.
Another aspect of Donald’s
life is with the local chapter of
the NYC Tourette Syndrome
Association, an organization
which he co-founded. At their
various events, Donald has
been both a speaker, and a
photographer. He described an
interesting technique to help
people relax and look their best
by having them close their
eyes, and when he says to open
them, he captures them without blinking.
Donald has taken several
courses at ICP, only one of
them he felt was exceptional.
Since he has problems with
balance, where he takes photos
or classes has to be considered
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carefully. He found out about
PWCC through a photography
class he took at NYU, where
his teacher told him that she
thought it would be a good fit.
Apparently, it is. He was looking for camaraderie while doing something he loves and is
getting this from the Club. He
has been enjoying the Expanding Vision class, and attended
the recent Field Trip Committee meeting.
Donald, the Club welcomes
you.

Definitions
ISO (Light Sensitivity)—The
ISO rating is an indication of
light sensitivity in digital
photography. Sensitivity is
increased by amplifying
sensor output, which also
increases noise output,
much like the increased
grain in film with higher
light sensitivity. ISO levels
range from 50 to 204,800.
The higher the ISO, the less
actual light is needed to
achieve a good exposure. At
the same time, by increasing
the ISO number, a higher
shutter speed can be
achieved, lessening the
probability of a blurred image caused by camera
shake—but with higher
ISOs, often at the expense of
higher image-to-noise levels.
[ISO stands for the International Organization for
Standardization.]

Street Photography
Traditionally, street photography is meant to be candid—so
as not to infringe on the original feeling of a moment. When
you try to capture strangers on
the street candidly for the first
time, it will feel like a daunting
experience. It is so hard to not
only capture an interesting
shot that is exposed and composed well, but also to be able
to get into the right position
and take the photo in an inconspicuous way without intruding too much on the subject.
This balancing act can seem
nearly impossible at first.
To help with this, my favorite modus operandi is to pick a
location and wait there for
something to happen. A couple
of areas to do this are around
SoHo and 5th Avenue in the
50s. If you stay in one location
and let people come to you
then you are not encroaching
on their space. Instead, they
are entering into yours and so
it will be much easier to take
candid photos. Find a location
with a decent amount of traffic
so you will not stand out. You
don’t have to stand still, you
can slowly wander around, but
sitting is not a bad way to go,
either. Try to notice interesting
people from a distance so you
have time to prepare as they
come towards you. Using an
interesting background is another way to improve your
odds of capturing a winner.
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Portfolio Page
This month we feature the
animal photographs of longtime PWCC member, Marlene
Schonbrun.
These animal photos were
taken both in the wild and in
zoos in the New York City
area, as well as across the
United States. All images ©
Marlerne Schonbrun.

Polar Bear, Bronx Zoo

Squirrel
Central Park

Mandrill
Bronx Zoo
Grizzly Bear and Crow
West Yellowstone
Grizzly and Wolf
Discovery Center

Horse, Assateague Island
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Butterfly, American Museum of Natural History
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The Red Cap

I am looking forward to following the red cap on trip
number four, Framing, at Madison Square Park.

photos and article
by Ann Broder

The call to sign up for Expanding Visions 19, Drawing Your
Attention, echoed throughout
the five boroughs, hoping to
attract anyone who has a camera and wants to become a better photographer. The response
was overwhelming! The class
instructor, Chuck Pine, welcomed everyone at the introductory meeting, went over
the class syllabus and wrapped
up the meeting with a promise
to “have fun and maybe even
learn a few things!”
The group convened at Battery Park for their first opportunity to explore the Rule of
Thirds. Per instructions to follow the “red cap” on Chuck’s
head and “look for it if you get
lost,” the group dispersed to
capture the perfect composition to meet the criteria. I can
only speak for myself, but that
was not an easy task! Chuck’s
advice for getting a good composition requires one to search
for the elusive best place to
stand and move one’s body, as
in squatting, bending reaching,
kneeling, and more, to find it!
A tall order for anyone not
wearing stretch clothes!

Summer 2013

Definitions
While the group explored
the Leading Lines and Repetition
assignment, I was in Florida. I
visited the Morikami Museum
and Japanese Garden in Delray
Beach. As I wandered around
looking for leading lines I noticed a sign warning visitors
not to stand near the waters
edge or walk in thick brush…
beware of the alligators! The
warning made me long for
New York City with it’s protective steel, glass, concrete, and
endless leading lines!
Hello, Columbus Circle!
The photo review of
trips one & two took
place at Chuck’s home.
It was a nail biting experience getting reviewed
by teacher and peers, but
it was inspiring to see so
many fascinating images
and hear Chuck’s expert
critique while moving
his laser pointer around
the images for emphasis.
As he pointed out how I
missed the Rule of
Thirds assignment in
one of my photos but it
met the criteria for Leading Lines. I just sat there
wondering why I didn’t
see it! Bottom line? Reviews are a good thing!

SLR/D-SLR—Modern DSLRs are digital cameras
based on the same mechanical and optical features of
film SLR (single lens reflex)
cameras, minus the film.
SLR cameras channel light
through a lens and a mirror
to a viewfinder that gives an
exact preview of the shot to
be captured.
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Portfolio Page
This month we feature the
photographs of Club member,
Barbara Martens.
These bird portraits were
taken over the last seven years
in Barbara’s travels around the
world. Some were taken in the
wild and others in aviaries and
zoos. Barbara’s website is
<www.mckinleyimages.com>
All images © Barbara Martens.

Night Heron, Long Beach, CA; ©2006

Hornbill, Bronx Zoo; ©2013

King Penguin, South Georgia; ©2008
King Vulture
Bronx Zoo
©2013

Bali Mynah, Hong Kong Park; ©2012
Blue and Yellow Macaw
Bronx Zoo; ©2013

Summer 2013

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

22

PHOTOGRAPHY

Depth of Field

tures and words—and getting Mac. I can install Windows
By Bill Apple software for the new computer. software, update drivers, do
Fortunately, my workhorse,
routine troubleshooting. I can
Photoshop CS6, can be reeven tell you how to print the
Goodbye, Windows
turned to Adobe with a “plat- elusive cent-sign, ¢, which Miform change” fee for the Mac- crosoft has cleverly hidden
A special place in Hell has
from mere mortals. (Hint: Click
been earmarked for executives intosh version. Unless they
Start > Accessories > System
who don’t use their own prod- discontinue that.
Did someone say “steep
Tools and voilà, something
ucts: E-Z Open packages you
learning curve”? Yes, it’s not
called Character Map appears,
can never open gracefully,
which is not a psychological
twist-off caps that demand pli- exactly like switching from
Colgate to Crest, I imagine. But self-help book.)
ers, “safety” pill bottles that
everything has limits, even my
A few things have forced
stubbornly separate you from
good will for Microsoft.
my hand, however, bringing
your medicine.
Then there’s Cyber Hell:
special places reserved for virus writers, spammers, and
Nigerians needing assistance
in cashing seven-figure checks.
And, of course, a place setting
for Microsoft, whose Windows
operating system—it’s mystifying—still runs 90 percent of the
world’s computers.
It’s not that I’m bitter about
Windows (but I am). Or frusPimp My Ride! I am junking my Windows computer
trated (but I am). Or fed up
for a svelte iMac. Lemme floor that accelerator.
(but I am).
I need a divorce, a complete
I was there, you see, for
on The Big Switch. For one, my
and total break with Windows. Windows 3.1 in the early 1990s, computer seems to be losing its
And so with trepidation I have and there again for Windows
mind. Really.
decided to switch sides. Short- 95, and again for 98, XT, and
Day by day, it behaves
ly I’m junking my three-yearVista before my current Winmore like a 93-year-old than a
old Dell computer, running
dows 7. (How did I manage to three-year-old: odd strokes,
(limping?) Windows 7, for a
miss the “millennium edition,” freeze-ups, quivering screens,
sleek iMac with whatever big- Windows ME?) Every new
and it forgets its old ways.
cat system Apple offers these
Windows always arrived with Things crop up unexpectedly,
days. (I know: Mountain Lion. the promise of a more capable, like the flatbed scanner the
Will I need a litter box, do you reliable, stable Windows.
computer was long, uh, intithink?)
Never happened. It’s as creaky mate with, but suddenly cannot
And so this will be how I
and wobbly as ever.
recognize; or a file type the
spend my summer vacation:
But I have learned my way computer has always dealt
learning the Mac and bringing around Windows, and, relucwith deftly but now cannot
over my files—decades of pictantly, give all that up with the read. And then the excruciat-
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ing long waits—unpredictable
and never when Tech Support
is on the phone—brought on
by who knows what.
There’s no virus, by the
way. My hard drive has been
scanned many times and in
many ways. And so far—by
remote diagnosis from Mumbai (!)‚—Dell hasn’t found any
hardware issues. The computer
is just old, I guess, and the
service contract is just about to
finish its three-year term.
Funny how those things work.
A new Windows computer
was also out of the question.
Non-negotiable. Windows’ latest incarnation, Windows 8,
debuted a few months ago
and, reportedly, is just the latest dog among dogs in the
pack. You see, it was purposely
designed for both touch-screen
systems and traditional
keyboard/mouse PCs. So
there’s double bloat, twice as
much code to go berserk, many
lines unnecessary if you don’t
have a touch screen.
Windows 8 is so uninspiring that businesses are either
holding off replacing older
computers until Microsoft
comes to its senses (version 8.1,
better suited to the keyboard/
mouse crowd, is a few months
away); or businesses are buying new Windows 8 machines,
but demanding “downgrade
rights.” Translation: they’ll roll
those new computers back to
Windows 7 practically as soon
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as they unpack them. Take
that, Microsoft.
I hope the Mac works out, I
do. An earnest man on a YouTube video—about switching
to a Mac—made a vital point
I’d never heard: Since Apple
builds both the hardware and
the software, a Macintosh will
naturally work more reliably.
Apple, of course, actually
knows what’s under its hood.
Compare that to the zillions of
hardware and parts manufacturers building PCs. How can
Microsoft anticipate all the
nooks, crannies and permutations?
I’m thinking about it like
this. Right now I am driving a
gas-guzzling, not particularly
distinguished old jalopy, with
the wheels coming off and
smoke pouring from the exhaust. But soon I am about to
experience a sleek, two-seater
convertible, top-down. Cherry
red, please. No, make that tomato red. I’ll tell you all about
it sometime.

Editor’s Response…
By Chuck Pine
From an Original Mac User

As an original Apple Macintosh user dating back to early
1985 (shortly after that groundbreaking advertisement at the
SuperBowl), Bill, welcome to
the bright side!
You mentioned in your
Depth of Field column your
spending the summer transferring files and a steep learning
curve. Not to worry! The Mac’s
migration assistant will do all
the transferring automatically.
Just connect the two computers
with a cable (your choice) and
follow a few on-screen prompts
(or let them do it for you at the
Apple Store).
As for that steep learning
curve, it only exists if you
switch from a Mac to a Windows machine. The Windows
to Mac path is like a walk in
the park—no mountain climbing required.
By the way,
to get the centsign (¢) on the
Mac just hold
down the Option Key and hit
the dollar-sign
key. It is actually easier done
than said!
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Gallery Watching

overly saturated colors. He has
by Ruth Formanek taught, curated, and exhibited
and Judy Rosenblatt in countless venues, and has
published over 70 books of his
This month we highlight four work. His take on Americans
exhibits at four different vencan also be seen at Janet Borues from Chelsea to the Upper den Inc., 560 Broadway,
East Side.
through June 28th.
Martin Parr’s Life’s a Beach;
Aperture Gallery, 547 West
27th Street; through July 3rd
Judy writes:
Neither Ruth nor I knew about
Martin Parr, so this exhilarating exhibit of people on
beaches all over the world
came as a pleasant surprise.
Yet Parr, born in England in
1952, has been a prolific, successful photographer for decades. His interest in social
documentary photography
was spurred by the greats:
Cartier-Bresson, Brandt, Winogrand, but he was especially
inspired by Tony Ray-Jones, a
promising British photographer who died at 30. Parr began working digitally in 2006,
balancing ambient light with
flash techniques to capture his
subjects in bright, but not

Ruth writes:
Parr searches for the unusual
photograph to express his
views of society. He finds his
subjects in public places where
interaction, or its lack, is readily observed. He shoots unposed, immediate images—
seemingly grab shots. Parr
avoids clichés and searches for
stories that can be summed up
in one photograph, succinct,
humorous, and ironic. Take,
for example, the image of a
man’s buttocks at the beach:
each buttock shows, separately, the stars and the stripes
of the American flag. Or, in

Miami, USA
© Martin Parr
beautiful color, another man’s
succulent, tanned beer belly.
Children are a frequent
subject, but totally uncute.
A Man and a Woman Take a Shower Rather, adults with cell phone
©2007 Martin Parr
cameras photograph a baby
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from The Last Resort
©2009 Martin Parr
who is uninterested in the
scene; other adults try to take
a nap at the beach, but their
child needs to be watched.
What is documented is the
difficult roles parents play.
Sweetness in human relations
is absent, realism and irony are
present. According to Aperture’s press release, Parr’s obsession with beaches brings to
the fore his engagement with
that rare public space in which
general absurdities and local
quirks seamlessly fuse together. Parr’s work is street
photography at its best—not
merely documentary, but with
a very personal point of view.
Richard Misrach’s On The
Beach 2.0; Pace MacGill Gallery,
510 West 25th Street; through
June 29th
Ruth writes:
We saw another series of beach
photographs, by Richard Misrach, about as different from
Parr’s as night is from day.
Misrach’s very large images
were taken from his Hawaii
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hotel balcony with a digital
camera, a second visit to the
site he photographed ten years
prior with his 8x10 camera.
Misrach was born in 1949 in
Los Angeles, has received
many awards and has had
many exhibitions. Over the last
40 years his main concern has
been our environment and our
place in it.

from On the Beach 2.0
©Richard Misrach

ture of the earth, with human
beings relating to its vastness.
His theme appears to be the
vulnerability of both life and
the environment.
Don’t miss these shows!
Photography and the American
Civil War; Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1000 Fifth Avenue; running through September 2nd
Ruth writes:
“No tongue can tell, no mind
conceive, no pen portray the
terrible sights I witnessed this
morning,” wrote Union Captain Taggert, at Antietam, in
September, 1862.

This is a very moving and depressing exhibit. Just consider
In contrast to Parr, Misrach
the statistics: 750,000 soldiers
photographs few people. This
dead, one out of every 5.
show, On the Beach 2.0, alludes
Twenty-six thousand soldiers
to his last beach series and also
were killed in one day, the
to the novel, On The Beach,
bloodiest in our history.
which described the horrors of
Another statistic is interestnuclear destruction. The preing: Photography had been
sent exhibit consists of very
invented just 23 years before
large ocean scenes, sometimes
the Civil War. But photograwith a tiny, unrecognizable
phers had been active 10 years
human being in the center.
earlier, in the Crimean war.
Both Parr and Misrach are
Large cameras with long exattracted to beaches but for difposure times were essential,
ferent reasons, motives, and
the prints were often made of
obsessions. For Parr, beaches
albumin from 12x15 inch glass
are public spaces that permit
negatives. Ambrotype and tinhim to observe the people he is
types were early photographic
primarily interested in, and in
processes used as well. Phowhom he finds expression for
tographers shot, developed
his sense of humor, irony, and
and printed their battle images
absurdity. For Misrach, on the
in the field, although they
other hand, the ocean is a fea-
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No information available
could not yet capture the motion of battles. Bombed-out
buildings and cannons were
photographed and, in studios,
soldiers posed in their uniforms with their guns. Many
photographers took portraits
for carte-de-visites for the
families back home, and sometimes placed soldiers’ likenesses in lockets. Posing
stands helped subjects stand
still, and the pictures were often hand-colored.

Gettysburg
Timothy H. O'Sullivan
1863
As there was no news censorship, photographers could
shoot and show dead solders,
amputated legs, and grisly pictures of separated limbs.
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Portrait of Lincoln
Matthew Brady

Black Slave Woman
Henry P. Moore
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the more peaceful pictures is a
portrait of the handsome
young Jefferson Davis, and
another, of Sojourner Truth. A
man’s welts all over his back
were photographed and entitled ‘Run-Away Slave.’
Overall, the quality of
prints is surprisingly good;
they are well-focused and well
composed. Some prints were
The best-known photogra- made into panoramas. That we
pher was Matthew Brady and can see so many prints from so
most of us know his name.
long ago is primarily due to
While he actually took few pic- the collectors of photographs.
tures, he employed about two
There are nearly 300 items
dozen photographers to cover in all. Tent-like fabric is arthe war and exhibited their
ranged as a backdrop for phowork in his gallery.
tographs along some of the
Henry P. Moore took many walls. Curator Jeff Rosenphotographs of ex-slaves inheim’s book of the show is
cluding a shattering one—a
exceptionally well done.
store (in South Carolina) with
This is another show not to
the sign: Dealers in Slaves. But miss!
it would soon close shop. As
the Union army advanced, the Arne Svenson’s The Neighbors;
slave owners fled. Their slaves Julie Saul Gallery, 535 West 22
had not yet been freed, and
Street; until June 29th
before their official freedom by
means of the Emancipation
Judy writes:
Photographer Arne Svenson
inherited a bird watching telephoto lens from a friend and
created this exhibit by using it
to photograph his clearly visible neighbors in the glass
tower across the street. It was a
voyeur’s dream come true—
and what a ruckus it has
stirred up! Unaware of being
Proclamation came about, they photographed, the neighbors
were referred to as ‘Contraare up in arms and ready to
band.’ I learned much about
sue for violation of their prihistory in this show. Among
vacy. Yet their faces aren’t
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from The Neighbors
© Arne Svenson
shown and their bodies are cut
off, so they’re not identifiable.
Still, they feel invaded. The
exhibit consists of really big
blowups in which the figures,
framed by windows which are
also cut off in various ways,
become quite monumental,
even though they may just be
taking a nap or having their
morning coffee. Everyday life
has become the stuff of high
drama, and the transformation
is fascinating and also quite
elegant, I think. This exhibit
explores the line between art
and life, but it has become a
cause célèbre for defining the
line
where
privacy
ends
and an
artist’s
right to
make art
begins.
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Inquiries

Now lets switch gears and
by Chuck Pine discuss what happens inside a
camera—lets talk optics! This
I always hear people talking
is the actual size of a full-frame
about their lens having a magni- sensor.
fication factor or a cropping
In orfactor. I hear the numbers 1.5X,
der to
1.6X, and even 2X being tossed
use the
around. They also mention terms full
like full-frame, APS-c, and misize of
cro 4/3. What does all this mean? the sensor, a lens must project
an image that covers the entire
First, lets define a few terms.
sensor (or in the old days, a
Full-frame, APS-c, and micro 4/3 piece of film). The circle
refer to sensor sizes in digital
around the sensor represents
cameras. Full frame goes back the entire image from the lens.
to the size of a frame of 35mm Because the sensor is a rectanfilm. It is/was 36mm by 24mm gle, some of what the lens
—a 3:2 ratio. Most, if not all
“sees” is lost, or cropped out of
35mm cameras, SLRs and
the image. The photographer
rangefinders, used this film.
has no control over this—it’s
In their desire to create a
the way things work!
less complicated camera system, as well as a smaller and
lighter camera, Kodak (and
others) came up with the idea
of the Advanced Photo System.
This short-lived idea had various dimensions, but the most
common was the type-C film
(hence, APS-c sized sensor).
When digital cameras first
appeared, they had full-frame
Now, imagine that your
sensors. They were, however,
camera has the smaller APS-c
very expensive and they
sized sensor.
needed camera bodies even
larger than the usual film cam- (This is the
era body to house them. To cut actual size
of the APS-c
down on costs and weight,
sensor—adigital camera makers opted
bout 42% smaller than fullfor smaller sensors, close in
frame.) Using the same lens
size to the frame size of the
that we used above, which proAPS-c film. The name stuck
jects the same size image as
and is used to this day.
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above, the smaller sensor captures much less of the image.

The full image is captured
by the lens, but due to the size
of the smaller sensor, some of
the image appears to be cropped away—you only see the
central portion of the image.
The lens hasn’t changed! But,
what it captures on the sensor
appears to be enlarged. This is
what’s referred to as a crop or
magnification factor.
Because of the sizes of the
sensors, actually their areas in
mm2,, we can refer to how
much the cropping factor is.
For example, the cropping factor of an APS-c sensor is 1.5X
(1.6X for Canon sensors). This
means that a 100mm lens on
an APS-c sensor has the effect
of using a lens with 1.5 times
the focal length—a 150mm
lens. Similarly, a 200mm lens
on an APS-c sensor will give
you the same image that you
would get with a 300mm lens
on a full-frame camera.
FYI, a camera
with a 4/3 sensor
has a cropping factor of 2X.
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The End of JPGs?
adapted from
<www.appstorm.net>

Adobe is not the only company
that is shaking up the world of
photography. [See page 4.]
Google recently announced a
new image format, called
WebP (pronounced “weppy”),
with hopes of improving the
web by reducing image sizes
and in turn also reducing the
huge amounts of data that flow
through data centers.
While this likely won’t affect the average internet user
any time soon, it has the potential to make significantly important changes, especially
with Google’s push and massive web influence. So what is
WebP and why should you
care? Read on to find out.
WebP, like JPG, is a lossy
compression format, so don’t
expect images to look any better. However, WebP uses an
entirely different compression
method which results in images about 40% smaller than
their JPG counterparts. Although WebP images will be
smaller than JPG versions, image quality may not be any
worse, though we’ll have to
wait and see for ourselves.
The new WebP image format has the potential to really
“supercharge” the web. Google
estimates that 65% of all data
transmitted via web pages are
images and photos. With the
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potential to reduce that data by
nearly 40%, WebP could result
in web pages and apps loading
significantly faster.
Not only will end users’
pages load faster, but the data
centers and web hosts around
the world that deliver the massive amounts of content we
consume daily will appreciate
the dramatically reduced load
they have to carry. Google is a
prime example of a company
that would greatly benefit from
such a significant reduction in
transferred data, without the
loss, hopefully, of any visual
quality vs JPG.
But, taking things a step
further, mobile networks will
absolutely love the new format. AT&T has had quite a
difficult time supporting the
massive demand for data the
iPhone has put on their network and a new image format
such as this could potentially
give these carriers the break
they need, not to mention
dramatically increase mobile
web browsing speeds.
Challenging JPG’s reign as
the web’s choice image format
is a massive undertaking, but if
anyone can do it, Google can.
One of the biggest roadblocks
the new format will face will
be browser support, followed
by user application support.
Google has already been
talking to other browser vendors about supporting WebP.
Chrome (a Google product)
already includes support for

WebP. Since the format is open
source, there’s no doubt other
major browsers will jump on
board as well, especially with
Google’s encouragement.
However, the next roadblock
will be user support.
In order for this new image
format to really be accepted
and begin being used, applications such as Adobe Photoshop, GIMP, and a whole
host of other image and photo
editors will have to add support for it as well. Though JPG
is primarily viewed as a web
image format, its reach extends
far beyond that of the web.
WebP is definitely a promising format with the potential to
speed up the web for users and
reduce the bandwidth burden
web hosts suffer, but do you
think it can overtake the current king of web—JPG? Is it
worth the trouble to make such
a massive change?

Definitions
JPEG (Joint Photographic
Experts Group)/JPG—A
common algorithm for
compressing image files.
JPG compression varies
from nearly lossless to very
lossy. All digital cameras are
capable of capturing images
in JPG format, and because
JPG is a standard, JPG image files can be read by all
image-processing software.
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:
Tuesday, June 4th
Black and White Conversions
Speaker: Vincent Versace
Thursday, June 6th
Cloisters Photo Walk
Speaker: Vincent Versace

Tuesday, June 18th
The Digital Zone System
Speaker: Tim Cooper

Check out the B&H website at
<www.bhphoto.com> for all
the details as well as a complete list of additional presenTuesday, June 18th
tations, and to register for the
Landscape Photography Guide course(s) of your choice. Please
Speaker: Tim Cooper
note, they do accept walk-ins
for events that have not
reached capacity. The B&H
Event Space is located on the
second floor of their Super
Store, at 420 9th Avenue.

Wednesday, June 19th
Going Pro!
Speaker: Selina Maitreya
Thursday, June 20, 2013
The NYC High Line
Speaker: Rick Gerrity

Monday, June 10th
Tips For Photographing People
Monday, June 24th
Speaker: Adam Marelli
Creative Color Control
Speaker: David Saffir
Tuesday, June 11th
Intro to HDR Photography
Speaker: Alan Kesselhaut
Wednesday, June 12th
Wild Africa
Speaker: Brennan Rimer

Tuesday, June 25th
Night Visions
Speaker: Gabriel Biderman
Wednesday, June 26th
Off Camera Flash
Speaker: Joseph W. Carey
Monday, June 17th
Digital Photography Summit
Speakers: Julieanne Kost,
Katrin Eismann, Scott Kelby
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Tilt-Shift Lens
A tilt-shift lens allows you to
control perspective and correct
convergence of lines within
your frame, useful especially in
architecture, landscape, and
product photography. Also, the
optical tilt mechanisms enable
exact control of depth of field.
To date, only Nikon and
Canon have made tilt-shift
lenses for their camera bodies
—and they have all started
with four-figure prices (without the decimal points). Now,
Rokinon has released a 24mm
wide-angle T-S lens for Canon,
Nikon, and Sony cameras, and
the price is only $999.

Wednesday, June 26th
Creative Compositing With
Masks in Photoshop
Speaker: Andy Graber
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Accessory Quiz

Workshops @ Adorama

Can you name this photog-

The workshops at Adorama

raphy accessory? No prizes,
just a fun challenge! Send
your guesses to the website
<pwccny@aol.com>
Googling not permitted—on
your honor!

cost $25 each. Payment is due
upon registration. No walk-ins
are permitted. It’s not all bad,
though. At the end of the presentation you are given a
voucher worth the same $25,
which is good towards any
purchases in the store or online. The voucher, however,
must be used within one
month of the workshop.
If you can get past the high
finances and the deadlines, the
actual workshops are just as
high a caliber as those at B&H.

Answer next month in Photo
Notes.
Last Month’s Answer

Tuesday, June 11th
Lightroom 5
Speaker: Tim Grey
Wednesday, June 12th
Lightpainting
Speaker: Dave Black
This is a LensPen. It is used
for cleaning a lens’ front and/
or rear element. It has a soft,
retractable dust removal brush
on one end and a special, nonliquid, cleaning element on
the other end.
Last Month’s Correct
Answerers…
There were two correct answers this month. Helen
Pine and Michael Wakslicht
got it right. And, no, Martha,
it’s not a submarine nor a
rocket ship from the Flash
Gordon Saturday morning
serials!
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Wednesday, June 19th
Gigapixel Images
Speaker: Mike Franz
Sunday, June 23rd
Photowalk: Coney Island
Speaker: Joe DiMaggio
(special price—$125)

The live learning workshop
events are held in the multimedia learning space at the
Adorama Building at 42 West
18th Street, unless otherwise
indicated. Sign up for any
workshops you want to join at
<www.adorama.com/worksho
ps>
Space is limited and the
Workshops fill up fast—so
don’t miss your opportunity to
learn from the best in the business. Sign up now!

Thursday, June 13th
Photowalk: B’klyn Bridge Park Did You Know?
Speaker: Joe DiMaggio
Coca-Cola was originally
(special price—$125)
green.
111,111,111 x 111,111,111 =
12,345,678,987,654,321
The State with the highest percentage of people who walk to
work is Alaska.
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Photo Conference

On the Fringe

On the weekend of July 12th

The New York International

thru the 14th, the New EngFringe Festival is the largest
land Camera Club Council is
multi-arts festival in North
holding its 68th Annual PhoAmerica. FringeNYC has
tography Conference. Workmore than 200 companies
shops, photo ops, competifrom all over the world givtions, lectures, and tons more
ing 1,200 incredible performare available to all who attend.
ances for 16 days in more
The weekend takes place on
than 20 venues.
the beautiful campus of the
!
FringeNYC will celebrate
University of Massachusetts at
its 17th Anniversary August
Amherst.
9th - 25th, this summer. Go to
For complete information
<www.fringenyc.org> for
regarding classes, speakers,
more information and tickets.
other activities, how to register,
This can be a wonderful
where to stay and eat, and all
photo op for those interested!
the rest, go to their website at
<www.neccc.org>
If you’ve not gone before—
and even if you have— this is a On-going Photo Op
must-do!
The Garden Conservancy
www.gardenconservancy.org
sponsors “Open Days” at
many beautiful private home
Mark Your Calendars
(and some public) gardens
within an hour of the city. The
The PDN PhotoPlus InternaOpen Days started in April and
tional Conference + Expo is the
go through October. Each garlargest photography and imagden is open when it is the best
ing show in North America,
time best for viewing.
attended by over 24,000 proAt each garden you pay $5
fessional photographers and
that goes either to the Conserenthusiasts. Explore over 250
vancy or to a charity chosen by
exhibits, see thousands of new
the home owner. You are NOT
products, attend conference
allowed to go into the houses.
seminars, keynote presentaYou many ONLY visit the gartions, special events, and much
dens. Many have maps to difmore.
ferent sections of the gardens,
PhotoPlus Expo will be
and in the summer many
held October 24th-26th, 2013,
homeowners provide iced tea
at the Javits Center.
on their patios. These are usu-
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ally very wealthy homeowners
with very expensive gardeners
whom they pay to design and
maintain their properties. It is a
wonderful way to see how the
rich live and be “voyeurs.” No
one minds if you photograph
everything (except through
windows into the houses).
If you go, DO NOT bring a
tripod. There is usually a lot of
walking and there are many
other visitors. We don’t want to
get a bad name for bothering
people with our equipment.
Open Days is now throughout
the country, but, it started
nearby; many of the best gardens are in Westchester County,
NY and Fairfield County, CT.
You need a car to get to them.
On their website they list the
days, hours, descriptions of the
gardens, and how to get to
them. Some have wonderful
statuary interspersed among
their plants. Others have private lakes to walk around. One
even has a private zoo with exotic animals.
Check it out!

Floating Photo Ops
NY Water Taxi has teamed up
with the Audubon Society to
offer EcoCruises to the Brother
Islands, Jamaica Bay, and more
this summer. Get all the info on
these great and educational
photo ops at their website
<www.nywatertaxi.com/tours/
audubon>
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Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for
holidays and a curtailed summer schedule). Please join us
at a meeting or on one of our
other scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org> for
late-breaking details on all
meetings and other PWCC
activities.
All meetings begin at 7 p.m.
unless otherwise indicated
below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and
Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.

* Monday, June 10
Otto Litzel Memorial
Year-End Dinner
This year’s OLMYED celebrates another successful year
at Park West. It celebrates the
winners and the best of our
photography. It celebrates all
those who helped to make the
Club a success. The venue for
this year’s festivities is again
the historic and beautiful
Salmagundi Club. With the
names of Chase, Tiffany, and
Wyeth, among many others,
echoing through the halls,
we’re bound to have a great
time. Dinner will be served
buffet style, with choices for
everyone. The cost is $40 per
person (cash bar is extra). The
Salmagundi Club is located at
47 Fifth Avenue, between 11th
and 12th Streets. Buses and
subways galore pass right in
front of the club or are within a
walk of a few short blocks. See
page 13 of this issue of Photo
Notes for all the details.

a community of volunteers
into the Narrows Botanical
Gardens. Photograph nature’s
beauty and brilliance including
fragrant blossoms bustling
with butterflies, a bubbling
brook where turtles sun on the
rocks, majestic Redwood trees
that seem to touch the sky, and
delicate orchids growing wild.
After our time in the gardens,
we’ll walk over to the 69th
Street Pier to photograph the
fishermen, the strollers, and
the setting sun over Upper
New York Bay, the Verrazano
Narrows Bridge, and the
Statue of Liberty. To get there,
take the R train to the Bay
Ridge Avenue station and
transfer to the B9 or B64 bus to
Shore Road. We’ll meet at the
71st Street and Shore Road en* Tuesday, June 11
trance to the gardens at 6 p.m.
Field Trip—Narrows Botanical Leader: Alice Somma, 917-676Gardens and Environs
8283 or <sommajam@aol.com>
Nestled between beautiful
Shore Road and the sparkling
waters of The Narrows, in the
welcoming community of Bay
Ridge, Brooklyn, four and a
half acres of rambling parkland
have been transformed by the
inspiration and nurturing of
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* Thursday, June 13
Expanding Visions 19
Tonight is the second review
session/critique of the all new
Expanding Visions 19 class.
Please follow the instructions
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in preparing your digital images for projection. This session is scheduled to begin at 7
p.m. and will take place at the
home of our instructor, Chuck
Pine. [See below for directions.] Please note, if there are too
many participants, we will have to
split into two groups, an early
group at 4:30 p.m. and late group
at 7 p.m.
Friday, June 14
Photo Op—Flag Day Parade
The 235th anniversary of the
adoption of the American Flag
by the Continental Congress in
1777 will be observed in New
York City with a parade. Enthusiastic school children,
bands, historic and patriotic
groups will participate with
American flags of every shape
and size. The Parade will start
at 12 noon at City Hall, Broadway and Park Place, proceed
south on Broadway, east on
Fulton Street, turn south on
Water Street, then north onto
Broad Street passing the Flag
Day Ceremony Stand in front
of Fraunces Tavern Museum at
the corner of Broad and Pearl
Streets. There will then be
ceremonies with songs, proclamations and recitations
honoring "Old Glory."

Saturday, June 15 & Sunday,
June 16
Photo Op—Crafts Festival
The 37th annual American
Crafts Festival at Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts will
be held again this weekend.
The booths will be open from
12 noon to 9 p.m. on Saturday.
and from 10 a.m. til 9 p.m. on
Sunday. Admission is free.
Please be sure to ask the artists
and/or craftspeople before you
shoot their work.

Friday, June 21!
Photo Op—Fireworks

Every Friday night, starting
tonight and going through
August, the Coney Island night
sky explodes with the colors
and sounds of fireworks. Starting at 9:30 p.m. (or later if the
* Monday, June 17
Brooklyn Cyclones baseball
Executive Committee Meeting game runs late), this free show
can be seen from the BoardThe Club’s elected officers
walk in front of the amusement
(plus the President Emeritus)
parks. A tripod and cable rewill meet to discuss the future
lease is a good idea but is not
of the Club including next
mandatory (especially if you
year’s program. The time and
like those wiggly-lined fireplace of the meeting are yet to
works). And, don’t forget the
be determined. This meeting is
hotdogs at Nathan’s Famous!
open to the membership—with
To get there, take the D, F, N,
voice but without vote.
or Q train to its last stop in
Brooklyn, the Coney Island* Thursday, June 20
Stillwell Avenue station.
Expanding Visions 19
Tonight is the fifth and final
field trip/assignment of Expanding Visions 19. Tonight’s
assignment is on selective focus. This session will take
place in Riverside Park at the
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Community Garden and begins at 6:30 p.m. We meet on
the northwest corner of Broadway and 93rd Street in front of
the green grocer, Han’s Market.

Saturday, June 22!
Photo Op—Mermaid Parade
Outrageous! That’s the word
that comes to mind when anyone mentions the Mermaid Parade. This annual Coney Island
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crabs and diamondback terrapins coming ashore to lay their
eggs, and shorebirds looking
The first Gay Pride March was
for an easy meal. Meet at the
held in 1970, and has since bethe Jamaica Bay NWR Visitor
come an annual civil rights
Center at 9 a.m. Register, with
demonstration. Over the years
Don Riepe at 718-318-9344 or
its purpose has broadened to
<donriepe@gmail.com> Liminclude recognition of the fight
ited to 25 participants. Bring
against AIDS and to remember
event is celebrating its 28th
boots, cameras, etc. Free! To get
those we have lost to the illAnniversary. Although the pathere, take the A train through
ness, violence, and neglect.
rade through the streets and on
Brooklyn heading to Far
This event is free and open to
the boardwalk begins at 1 p.m.
Rockaway. Get off at the Broad
the public. The parade begins
You’ll find better photo ops by
Channel station and walk
at 5th Avenue and 36th Street,
getting there around 11 a.m.,
along Noel Road to Cross Bay
walks south to 8th Street; then
purchasing a press pass for
Boulevard. Turn right and
west to Christoper Street and
$10, and shooting in the stagwalk north about three quarends at Christopher and
ing areas. You’ll be able to
ters of a mile to the Refuge
Greenwich Streets. No tickets
mingle with the participants as
Visitor Center or take one of
are necessary. (Special needs
they prepare their floats, don
the buses north on Cross Bay
seating will be available near
their scanty and/or intricate
Boulevard. In case the damage
the intersection of 23rd Street
costumes, and drench each
from Superstorm Sandy is not
and 5th Avenue.) The gatherother with full body paints of
yet repaired, take the train as
ing commences at 11 a.m. and
every color and description.
far as you can and then transthe march kicks off at 12 noon.
You’ll also be able to shoot the
fer to the shuttle bus. Be sure
parade of antique cars, among
to ask the driver to let you off
many other oddities of the
at the refuge entrance.
area. The staging areas this
year are along Surf Avenue,
* Monday, June 24
west of MCU Stadium, on 20th
Yellowstone Reunion
and 21st Streets. Take the D, F,
Tonight’s Club meeting is
N, or Q train to the Coney
dedicated to those of us
Island/Stillwell Avenue staSunday, June 23!
PWCCers who went to Yellowtion. If you thought the Village
Photo Op—Horseshoe Crabs stone National Park this past
Halloween Parade was great,
and Terrapins
January. Each of the particiyou ain’t seen nothin’ yet—and
pants will be sharing their perthis is all in the daylight!!
Want to shoot something more
sonal experiences with images
Please check the website before natural than people in lobster
you go just to make sure that
costumes? Want to shoot the
some financial problems
real thing? Then this one’s for
haven’t scrubbed the event
you! The Jamaica Bay National
<www.coneyisland.com/progr Wildlife Refuge is offering a
ams/mermaid-parade>
hike around the West Pond in
search of mating horseshoe
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Sunday, June 23!
Photo Op—Pride March
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and tales of the cold and the
snow. Space is limited, please
reserve at <pwccny@aol.com>
* Tuesday, June 25
Field Trip—Queens Zoo
The Queens Zoo features more
than 75 species from across the
Americas. The zoo’s 11 acres
are situated inside Flushing
Meadows Park and feature
some of the more exotic animals. Wander along wooded

tee is holding its meeting tonight. Come join them for
some refreshments as they
celebrate the end of their year.
Sierra Club Photo Committee
members may present up to
eight images in either digital or
film slide format. Please arrive
by 6:15 p.m. to load your digital images (memory stick or
disc) into the computer or your
slides into the tray. See the listing under May 29th for directions to the meeting location in
the Lincoln Center neighborhood. A $6 donation is requested at the door.
* Thursday, June 27
Expanding Visions 19

trails to visit pumas, parrots,
Andean bears, and bison. Visit
the aviary for a bird’s-eye view
of wildlife and wilderness, and
enjoy daily sea lion feedings at
the pool. To get to the Queens
Zoo, take the #7 subway to the
111th Street station. Walk south
on 111th Street. Enter the Hall
of Science parking lot, and bear
right to the zoo. Be sure to sign
up for the trip with the coleaders: Cathy Pagano, at
<sunny3942@aol.com> or 917691-0388; and Alice Somma, at
<sommajam@aol.com> or 917676-8283.
Wednesday, June 26
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Commit-
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Tonight is the final review session of Expanding Visions 19.
Please follow the instructions
in preparing your digital images for projection. The term
projects will also be reviewed
at this time. This session is
scheduled to begin at 7 p.m.
and will take place at the home
of our instructor, Chuck Pine.
[See below for directions.]
Please note, if there are too many
participants, we will have to split
into two groups, an early group at
4:30 p.m. and late group at 7 p.m.

hot dogs. The bang is the
sound of the explosions from
the fireworks over the ocean,
beach, and boardwalk. And, in
between, we’ll be able to shoot
on the street, in the amusement
parks, and on the boardwalk.
Take the D, F, N, or Q train to
its last stop in Brooklyn, the
Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue
station. Nathan’s is diagonally
across the street from the subway exit. We’ll meet there
around 7 p.m. Leaders: Chuck
and Helen Pine, 646-549-0187
or <bohpin@aol.com>
Thursday, July 4!
Photo Op—Parades

Today is the day for parades,
festivities, and fireworks (see
the next entry for more). The
big parade in town is the 101st
Travis Fourth of July Parade on
Staten Island. The actual parade begins at 12:30 p.m., but
all access roads to the area
close at 11:30 a.m. To get there,
from the Staten Island Ferry
* Friday, June 28!
Terminal (in Staten Island),
take the S62 or S92 bus to the
Field Trip—Fireworks
Wild Avenue stop (for the
This field trip starts out
viewing stand), or better yet,
smooth and ends with a bang.
get off at the next stop, Glen
The smooth I’m referring to is
Street, for the formation area at
the mustard we will be slatherthe Showplace Center. Be sure
ing over our Nathan’s Famous
to get there early so you can
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shoot the marchers and floats
getting prepared. Other big
events are scheduled in both
Chinatown (Columbus Park,
Canal Street, Mott Street, etc.)
and the South Street Seaport
area (Water Street from Fulton
to Broad Streets). And, most
towns on Long Island, upstate,
and in Jersey, offer parades of
their own, complete with
marching bands, firetrucks,
and much more.

Thursday, July 4!
Photo Op—Fireworks
The 37th Annual Macy’s fireworks show will feature more
than 40,000 shells exploding at
a rate of more than 1,500 per
minute and fireworks reaching
heights of 1,000 feet in the air.
At approximately 9:20 p.m. the
26-minute display will be set
off from six barges positioned
between 24th and 50th Streets
on the Hudson River. If you
can’t make it into the City, or
don’t like the crowds, there are
fireworks displays across the
metropolitan area in most
small towns and municipalities. Many of the City’s ferry
and boat companies will take
you up close and personal with
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the explosions—be prepared to
get a second mortgage! (:-o)
Friday, July 5!
Photo Op—Fireworks
The fireworks are on display at
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
* Monday, July 8
Projected Image Workshop
All Club members are invited
to bring up to 10 images. Bring
your PDIs (on a flash/USB/
thumb drive) for an honest, but
gentle, critique of your work.
These may be finished images,
works in progress, shots you’re
thinking of entering into competitions…whatever. We start
at 7 p.m. The doors open at
6:30 p.m. so you may enter
your images. (Please don’t arrive any earlier.) All this will
take place at the home of
Chuck and Helen Pine. See below for the address and directions.
* Tuesday, July 9
Rooftop Project
Tonight’s venture is to the rooftop of Club member Marjorie
Gurd. We’ll meet in front of the
building at 7 p.m. The address
is 545 West 111th Street. Since
this date is just a few days past
the summer solstice, we’ll have
a long time to shoot until the
sunset at 8:31 p.m. Be sure to
sign up for the trip in advance

with Barbara Martens at either
<maudbrussels@hotmail.com>
or 551-655-8068.
Friday, July 12!
Photo Op—Fireworks
The fireworks are on display at
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
Friday & Saturday, July 12 & 13!
Photo Op—Manhattanhenge
What will future civilizations
think of Manhattan Island
when they dig it up and find a
carefully laid out network of
streets and avenues? Surely the
grid would be presumed to
have astronomical significance,
just as we have found for the
prehistoric circle of large vertical rocks known as Stonehenge, in the Salisbury Plain of
England. For Stonehenge, the
special day is the summer solstice, when the Sun rises in
perfect alignment with several
of the stones, signaling the
change of season. For Manhattan, a place where evening
matters more than morning,
that special day comes today,
when the Sun sets in exact
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alignment
with the
Manhattan
grid, fully
illuminating every
single crossstreet for
the last fifteen minutes of daylight. You
will see the entire ball of the
sun on the horizon—on the
grid. For best effect, position
yourself as far east in Manhattan as possible. But ensure that
when you look west across the
avenues you can still see New
Jersey. Clear cross streets include 14th, 23rd, 34th. 42nd,
57th, and several streets adjacent to them. The Empire State
building and the Chrysler
building render 34th street and
42nd streets especially striking
vistas. On Friday, the 12th, you
will see the entire ball of the
sun as it sets; on Saturday, the
13th, you will see only the top
half of the sun’s circle sitting
on top of the horizon. Sunset is
at 8:23 p.m. on both days. Be
prepared, get to a spot early,
and wait for the moment.
Sunday, July 14!
Photo Op—Obon Dance
Festival
The Bon Odori dance, a Buddhist ceremony to entertain
ancestors as well as show respect and gratitude to them,
will be performed as part of
the Obon Dance Festival in
Bryant Park (6th Avenue and
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42nd Street). The exact location
is at the Bryant Park Fountain
Terrace. The festivities will run
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. Free.
For more information, go to
<www.newyorkbuddhistchurc
h.org >

Saturday, July 20
Photo Op—City of Water

The Metropolitan Waterfront
Alliance presents The City of
Water Day Festival. This is a
day of entertainment, education, and adventure celebrating
our waterfront and its potenWednesday, July 17
tial. Enjoy free boat tours, chilPhoto Op—Giglio Festival
dren’s activities, fishing, the
This 110-year-old Italian
Waterfront Activity Fair, and
Catholic tradition in Williams- more! It all takes place on Govburg, Brooklyn, includes a
ernor’s Island. To get to Govstreet procession of men carry- ernors Island, take the #1 train
ing a four-ton giant tower on
to South Ferry, the #4 or #5 to
their shoulders, carnival rides, Bowling Green, or the ‘R’ or
and a bounty of delicious
‘W’ train to Whitehall Street
street-eats. The Night Lift is
and walk to the Battery Marischeduled for this evening (in time Building, located at 10
case of rain, it will be held on
South Street, next to the Staten
Thursday night). To get there, Island Ferry terminal, and take
take any train to 14th Street in the Governors Island Ferry.
Manhattan and transfer to the Food and rest rooms are availL train to Canarsie. Be at the
able. For more info go to
back of the train and exit at the <www.cityofwaterday.org>
Lorimer Street station onto Union Avenue/Metropolitan
* Monday, July 22
Avenue. Walk north on Union
Outdoor Model Shoot
Avenue toward the BQE three
Join Ed Lee and Park West at
blocks to North 8th Street.
the Ladies Pavilion in Central
Park on this (hopefully) pleasant summer evening. Shoot a
colorfully costumed model
posing with the pavilion, the
lake, the rocks, and the trees as
background. We'll begin early
to take advantage of the eveFriday, July 19!
ning light—6 p.m. Sunset is
Photo Op—Fireworks
around 8:21 p.m. tonight, so
The fireworks are on display at we will have plenty of time to
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See shoot. You might want to bring
the listing for June 21st for all
along a flash unit (or use your
the details.
camera’s built-in flash) for
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when it starts to darken (or if
we are forced under cover due
to wet weather). Tripods or
monopods are okay, too. To
get to the Ladies Pavilion,
enter the park from Central
Park West and 72nd Street and
then walk north on West Drive
along the lake.
Friday, July 26!
Photo Op—Fireworks

adults, for children 12 and under, $5.00 (all weekend pass
$7.00). Performance times are:
Friday 7:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.;
Saturday 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.;and
Sunday 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. To
get to the Farm Museum, take
the E or F train to Kew
Gardens/Union Turnpike Station. Walk upstairs and take
the Q46 bus (eastbound on Union Turnpike) to the Little
Neck Parkway stop (ask the
driver). Cross Union Turnpike
and walk North on Little Neck
Parkway three blocks to the
entrance.

The fireworks are on display at
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
Friday—Sunday, July 26—28
Photo Op—Indian Pow Wow

* Wednesday, July 31
The 34rd Annual Thunderbird
Field Trip—Steamtown
American Indian Mid-Summer
National Historic Site
Pow Wow, New York City‘s
Feel the heat from the firebox.
oldest and largest pow wow
Hear the bell and whistle.
will feature three days of inter- Smell the hot steam and oil.
tribal Native American dance
Feel the ground vibrate under
competitions to which the pub- your feet. See the one ton drive
lic is invited. Over 40 Indian
rods turn the wheels. Today,
nations are represented at this you can photograph the era of
spectacular event held in the
steam as the engines come
apple orchard on the grounds
back to life. We’re heading to
of the Queens County Farm
Scranton, PA, and Steamtown
Museum. A large selection of
National Historic Site. We’ll
quality Native American art,
need cars for this trip! If you
crafts, jewelry and foods are
have a car, and want to go and
available. Admission is $10.00 drive, let the leader know. If
(all weekend pass $15.00) for
we don’t have enough cars and
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drivers, our fearless leader is
willing to rent a seven-passenger van to transport the group.
There is a $7 fee to enter the
site but if anyone has a National Parks pass, admission is
free for the car. If we need to
rent a vehicle, figure about $35
per person plus tolls, gas, etc.
Either way, we’ll be leaving
around 9:30 a.m. Be sure to
sign-up with the leader so you
receive all the latest information. Leader: Michael Schleiff,
<michaelschleiff@gmail.com>
or 917-359-6823.
Friday, August 2!
Photo Op—Fireworks
The fireworks are on display at
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
* Monday, August 5
Club’s Night Out/Field Trip
Our immediate past president,
Paul Perkus, will be leading us
on an expedition to New Jersey
to view and shoot the New
York skyline. We’ll meet at the
Midtown Ferry Terminal at
39th Street and the Hudson
River at 6 p.m. We’ll give the
latecomers a chance to catch
up with us and then take the
6:30 p.m. NY Waterways ferry
to Newport Marina in Jersey
City. The fare is $8/$7 for seniors (62+). This 8 minute ride
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will take us down the Hudson
River and across to Jersey—
plenty of time to get some
shots along the way. Once in
Jersey City, we’ll walk south
along the waterfront, shooting
across to the City as we go. We
will seek out a good spot to
shoot the sunset reflecting off
the steel and glass towers (the

sun sets tonight at 8:07 p.m.).
Astronomical charts indicate
that tonight we’ll have a moonless sky. From there, we’ll find
a place to eat dinner, or continue to walk south to Exchange Place and the PATH
train back to New York. The
fare is $2.25/$1 for seniors
(65+). The Pay-Per-Ride
MetroCard is accepted, but
they do not accept any Unlimited Ride MetroCards. You
may choose to take one train to
the World Trade Center station
or to switch trains to end up at
one of the uptown PATH stations (Christopher, 9th, 14th,
23rd, or 33rd Streets).

the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
Saturday & Sunday,
!
August 10 & 11!
Photo Op—Dragon Boat Races
The Hong Kong Dragon Boat
Festival is in full swing this
weekend. It’s all going on at
Flushing Meadow Park, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., both days. Admission is free. This event goes
rain or shine. To get there, take
the #7 train to the Mets-Willets
Point Station and transfer to
the special event bus which
will take you right up to the
lake.
Friday, August 16!
Photo Op—Fireworks

Friday, August 23!
Photo Op—Fireworks

The fireworks are on display at
The fireworks are on display at
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
the listing for June 21st for all
the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
the details.
* Monday, August 19
Figure Study Shoot

Tonight we’ll have a figure
study workshop. We will have
one or more models to shoot.
This will take place in the studio of one of our fellow photo
groups—the Camera Club of
New York. Due to the popularity of this workshop the last
few years, we will have to not
Friday, August 9!
only set up two shooting sesPhoto Op—Fireworks
sions—the first at 6 p.m., the
The fireworks are on display at second at 7:45 p.m.—we will
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See also limit the number of participants in each session to 12.
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To reserve your spot, contact
Ed Lee at 212-242-8714 or
<elee950021@aol.com> The
CCNY studio is located at 336
West 37th Street, between 8th
and 9th Avenues, suite 206.
Sorry, but this meeting is limited to PWCC members only—
no guests. Pre-registration is
required. Please be on time!

Friday, August 30!
Photo Op—Fireworks
The fireworks are on display at
Coney Island’s boardwalk. See
the listing for June 21st for all
the details.
* Sunday, September 1
Chuck Pine Labor Day Picnic
Save the date!!! Our annual social gathering to start off the
new Club season will be held
today. Details of this event will
be finalized and will appear in
the next issue of Photo Notes.
This yearly event brings us all
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You should be able to shoot in
the staging area for over an
hour and then continue shooting as the parade kicks off at
noon and then marches on
Eastern Parkway over to
Grand Army Plaza. Bring
together in a pleasant setting
plenty of extra media cards (or
and participating in our second color film if you’re still shootmost cherished pastime (after
ing that way), but go light on
photography, that is)— eating. the equipment (no tripods,
etc.). There’s plenty to eat on
Monday, September 2
the sidewalks and in the resPhoto Ops—Parades Galore
taurants. (All parade activities
end at 6:00 p.m. due to City
Today is Labor Day. That
ordinance, whether or not they
means parades. Every borough
reach the final viewing area.)
of the City, and many of the
Enjoy!
surrounding towns, have Labor Day parades (check your
* Monday, September 2!
local listings). But, the big
No Meeting—Labor Day
event of the day is the West Indian (Caribbean) Day Parade
Enjoy the Labor Day parades
and Carnival in Brooklyn.
(see the above entry), go to the
Many of the city's roughly one beach for that last dip in the
million citizens of Caribbean
ocean, have an evening picnic
ancestry—along with thouin one of the city’s many parks,
sands of neighbors, dayor whatever strikes your fancy.
trippers, and tourists—observe
this raucous celebration of
* Monday, September 9!
over-the-top costumes, fiery
Show & Tell—Summer Photos
food, and pulsating music. If
This is the first meeting of the
you’d like to get in on the fun,
new Club season. It is also
take the #4 train to the Utica
your chance to show us what
Avenue Station—the parade
you did over the summer—
staging area radiates from
Club activities, shots around
Utica and Eastern Parkway.
the City, your personal vacation, etc. PDIs or prints are
fine. Competition rules are not
in effect (although PDIs must
be sized correctly). Please limit
your presentation to no more
than five (5) minutes per person. Don’t miss this opportu-
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nity to share and catch up with
the rest of us at PWCC.

Directions to Soho Photo
at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas/Sixth
Avenue and West Broadway. Take
the #1 train to the Franklin Street
station (one stop below Canal
Street). Walk one block north on
West Broadway to White street,
make a right turn, and walk half a
block to the gallery. Take the A, C,
or E train to the Canal Street station. Walk south on Sixth Avenue/ Church Street 3 blocks to
White Street, make a right turn,
and walk half a block to the gallery. Although a little bit longer
walk, take any other train to Canal Street, walk west to Church
Street, and follow the directions
immediately above. Evening parking is limited, but available.

Directions to the Pine’s
at 680 West End Avenue at 93rd
Street, Apartment 5D: Take the
#1, 2, or 3, trains to 96th Street
(exit at the south end of the station) or the M7, M11, or M104
bus to 93rd/94th Streets. From the
train or bus, walk the few steps to
93rd Street, make a right turn and
head west to the apartment entrance on the corner of West End
Avenue and West 93rd Street.
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