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Committee Chairs

Park West Camera Club
The Park West Camera Club is an independent not-forprofit corporation. Guests are always welcome at meetings and activities.
The Park West Camera Club newsletter, Photo Notes, is
published every month by and for the members of the
Park West Camera Club. Subscriptions are included
with Club membership. Yearly subscriptions are available to non-members by e-mail at no charge. Printed
issues are available at PWCC meetings.
Submissions of full-length articles or smaller items of
photographic or general interest are always accepted.
The staff of Photo Notes reserves the right to edit any
submissions which are published.
Deadline for submissions is the first Monday of each
month.
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Otto Litzel Dinner
In February of 2016, Paul and
Jimmy’s Ristorante celebrated
their 66th year of serving the
Azzollini family’s traditional
Italian cuisine at their restaurant near Gramercy Park. Over
the years, Paul and Jimmy’s
has been a destination for New
York’s governors, mayors, and
celebrities—from musicians, to
actors, to sports figures. They
have also served some of the
most infamous of the New
York families, as well.
Paul and Jimmy’s Ristorante is located at 123 East
18th Street, just west of Irving
Place, and only two blocks
south of the Park. The closest
subway stop is the 14th StreetUnion Square station on the L,
N, Q, R, #4, #5, and #6 trains.
The closest bus lines are the
northbound M1, M2, and M3
on Park Avenue South and the
north- and southbound M101,
M102, and M103 on Third
Avenue. Other transportation
is available—check your bus
and subway maps.
Now for the details. The
35th annual Otto Litzel Memorial Year-End Dinner and
awards presentation will be
held on Monday evening, June
13th. Gathering will begin
around 6 p.m. with dinner being served around 7 p.m. A
cash bar will be available at
this time. Some of these details
are a bit fluid, but will be
firmed up shortly.
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The menu will include:
• bread;
• platters with 3 appetizers
for each table;
• individual salads;
• choice of 3 main courses—
chicken, fish, or pasta; and
• choice of two desserts.
The price for all this is only
$40 per person. You must pay
in advance. You may bring

cash or check to
a Club meeting.
All checks must
be made out to
PWCC. Checks
may also be
mailed to Club
treasurer, Maria
Fernandez at
245 East 19th
Street, #4K, New
York, NY 10003. (Do not send
cash through the mail.)
Let’s make this the best
Otto Litzel Dinner ever. You
can help by volunteering
where needed, by making your
reservation and payment early,
and by joining in of the fun
and festivities.
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Images of the Month
May 2016
by John Brengelman

Print-of-the-Month
Prospect Park by Dinah Capota

Honor Prints
Intersection by Bill Apple
Festival Departure #1 by Sarah Corbin
Nibbling Grass by Sarah Corbin
Chromium by Oggy Doytchinov
Devotion Show by Marvin Fink
Setting Sun by George Hansen
Abandoned Barn by Ed Lewit

© Marjorie Gurd

© Dinah Capota

PDI-of-the-Month
Maggie the Cat by Marjorie Gurd

Honor PDIs
Hello Kitty by Bill Apple
Tree by Carole de Beer
One Big Truck by Christine Doyle
Star Bright by David Francis
Schmoos by Paul Grebanier
High Hair by Harriet Josephs
I Still Can’t Hear You by Hedy Klein
Trinity Church by Virginia Lawrence
Amsterdam Canal by Natalie Manzino
Wonder by Paula Paterniti
Ice Cream Cones by Chuck Pine
Mom on Bed by Joan Slatkin
Back to the 50s by Janet Susin

May 2016

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

4

CLUB

Cumulative Point Totals
through May 2016
by John Brengelman

PDIs
Congratulations to our
winners and honorable
mentions!

Prints
Paul Grebanier
Sarah Corbin
George Hansen
Madeleine Barbara
John Brengelman
Hedy Klein
Oggy Doytchinov
Edward Lewit
Natalie Manzino
Elena Pierpont
Bill Apple
Dinorah Capota
Paula Paterniti
Sal Maci
Calvin Eagle
Marvin Fink
Marilyn Fish-Glynn
Alice Somma
Jerry Vogel
Michael Blumenfeld
Larry Rubin
Ruth Yashpan
Elsa Blum
Karen Corrigan

126
106
106
98
98
98
90
90
88
88
78
74
72
70
48
46
42
24
22
20
12
12
10
6

Thanks to all who entered
and competed this month
and to all who helped
make the competition run
so smoothly.
And, a special thank-you
to our judge, Maria Ferrari,
for a job well done.
For the rest of us, there’s
always next year!

Competition Statistics
A/Honors
A
B
C

Prints
22.2%
27.8%
47.2%
2.8%

PDIs
23.7%
25.4%
37.3%
13.6%

Entries

36

59

Average Scores 6.5
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George Hansen
Paul Grebanier
Marjorie Gurd
Elena Pierpont
Madeleine Barbara
Christine Doyle
David Francis
Natalie Manzino
Chuck Pine
Joan Slatkin
Paula Paterniti
Janet Susin
Carole de Beer
Alice Somma
Edward Lewit
Bill Apple
Harriet Josephs
Sal Maci
Dinorah Capota
Karen Corrigan
Marilyn Fish-Glynn
Julie Foehrenbach
Hedy Klein
Calvin Eagle
Don Raney
John Brengelman
Jerry Vogel
Yuri Kalina
Rita Russo
Jay Bitkower
Dottie Mills
Larry Sapadin
Michael Blumenfeld
Ann Broder
Meg Darnell
Martin Smith
Niv Gidron
Ruth Formanek
Larry Rubin
Oggy Doytchinov
Virginia Lawrence
Michael Schleiff
Ruth Yashpan
Rain Bengis
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114
112
108
108
98
92
96
92
90
90
88
88
86
86
84
82
80
80
78
78
76
76
76
72
66
64
58
52
52
48
48
48
44
44
38
30
26
14
14
12
12
12
12
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Year-End Competition

Expanding Visions 22

The Year-End Competition will
be held on June 6th. It is different from our monthly competitions: the rules of entry are different; the judging is different;
the rewards are, too.
Each Club member may
submit up to four prints and
four PDIs. But, and this is a big
but, all the submissions must
have been entered into one of
the monthly competitions held
this year (October through
May). It doesn’t matter if the
images were awarded honors
or got a ‘C’— they are eligible
for this competition. But, images may not be altered from
the way they were originally
entered. You can’t reprint a
print; you can’t spot out a
speck of dust; you can’t even
re-crop an image, even if the
judge said that would improve
the photo—it must be the original, unaltered image.
There will be three judges.
Each of the three will score
from one to nine points for
each image. A Club member
(one who is good at math) will
add the scores and immediately call out the totals. Pictures
can accumulate anywhere from
3 to 27 points. For each group
of entries—prints and PDIs—
there will be one winner (the
Print- and PDI-of-the-Year)
plus four runners-up.
Think hard, choose wisely,
and good luck to all those entering the Year-End!

Park West Camera Club’s
Expanding Visions photography class is being offered
this spring into summer. It is
open to all interested photographers. This will be the 22nd
consecutive year of Expanding Visions.
Expanding Visions 22 is a
marriage of a field trip class
with a class in photographic
seeing. This nine week class
(Thursday evenings, May
19th thru July 14th) will open
your mind to new ways of
looking at photographs, subject matter, equipment, and
techniques. It will also allow
you to explore parts of the
City that you may not want
to explore on your own.
The format of the class is
simple: We start with an introductory session. We will
discuss equipment, techniques, and the specifics of
the course; a term project will
be assigned. For the next two
weeks we’ll go on field trips
and work on assignments.
The following session will
bring us back indoors where
we’ll share our photographs,
talk about our experiences,
and evaluate what and how
well we learned the assignments. Two more weeks of
trips and assignments will be
followed by another review.
Then, the last trip and assignment and the final re-
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view (including the term
project presentations).
This year will be a little
different from other years.
All the field trips will be to
the same destination—Times
Square—the ”crossroads of
the world.” This will allow
us to familiarize ourselves
with the destination and see
how we can work it into the
five different assignments.
There is a common theme
running through the assignments: Working the Subject.
Not too complicated, is it?
Lots of fun and educational.
Most of all, it will expand
your vision in the photos you
take, and allow you to grow
as a photographer.
The photo instructor for
Expanding Visions 22, as has
been for all the previous E.V.
classes, is Chuck Pine.
The introductory session
and the three review classes
last for about two hours. The
five field trips/assignments
run for about one hour and
a half.
The tuition for all 9 sessions is $75 or $15 per week
(up to $75). The class is free
to all PWCC members. Cash
or checks are accepted for all
payments—sorry, credit
cards are not accepted.
Please let us know if you
will be coming. Just drop us
an e-mail of your intentions
to <pwccny@aol.com>
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PWCC’s Yahoo Group

PWCC Flickr Group
by Paul Grebanier

Do you have an idea to go out shooting but
don’t want to go alone? Have a question about
Photoshop, or your camera, or some technique,
but don’t have someone to ask? Know of a
great photo op or workshop that you’d like to
share with your fellow Club members? What
are you to do?
Ta Da! The Club’s Yahoo group is the answer to your questions. You can communicate
with other PWCC members about these and
more. All you have to do is sign up for the
group. It’s easy and it’s free.
All you have to do is send an e-mail to the
Club at <pwccny@aol.com>We will respond
with an e-mail from the group website, and…
you’re in.
If you have a (free) Yahoo e-mail account
you can go to the group site. There you can see
all prior e-mails, post pictures, post links to
other websites of interest, and more. If you
don’t have a Yahoo account, you can only send
and receive e-mails.

We belong!
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Did you know that there is a way for PWCC
members to share their pictures with other
members and the world? Probably not! Seven
years ago, a “Park West Camera Club” Group
was set-up on the “flickr” picture sharing and
social networking site, just for such a purpose.
Unfortunately, the idea never really caught on
at that time. The weeds of neglect and disrepair
have overgrown the site. But the structure is
still there—awaiting rehabilitation.
What a waste!

When we go on field trips and attend other
PWCC events and take pictures, how do we
easily share them? We don’t! How do we get
feedback on these images? We can’t! The Solution? Join our flickr group with many other
members, and actively add to and comment on
the images to be viewed there.
For those who are not flickr members already, you should know that the site allows
members to store and share their pics with millions of other members throughout the world–
and also with non-members. Uploading pictures and making comments is easy. Groups of
images and people that share an affinity are
also easily created and can be shared by anyone. The site is free to join. But if you really become an active member, showing over 200 pics,
full membership costs $25 a year.
To view the Park West Camera Club Group
site, go to <www.flickr.com/groups/pwcc>
To join flickr so you can add pics to the
group, and also to make and receive comments,
go to <www.flickr.com> or click on the “join
group” button shown on the Group front page.
Hope to see you there soon!

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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2015-2016 PWCC Schedule
September
3 Print Workshop
7 No Mtg. Labor Day
14 No Mtg. Rosh Hashanah
21 Welcome Back Show and Tell
28 Business Meeting
October
5 Competition (Bill Perlmutter)
11 Cape Ann Field Trip (6-days)
12 No Mtg. Columbus Day
19 Guest Speaker (Wayne Parsons)
22 PDI Workshop
26 Scavenger Hunt
November
2 Competition (Brian Yarvin)
5 Expanding Visions 21 Mini
9 Hartlepool Exchange
12 Expanding Visions 21 Mini
16 Guest Speaker (Jordan Matter)
18 Print Workshop
19 Expanding Visions 21 Mini
23 Workshop—iPhoneography
(Dan Burkholder)
30 Business Meeting
December
3 Expanding Visions 21 Mini
7 Competition (Nir Arieli)
10 PDI Workshop
14 Guest Speaker (Mary Engel)
21 Holiday Party
28 No Mtg. Winter Break
January
4 Competition (Jean Miele)
11 Guest Speaker (David Brommer)
18 Workshop—Music Slide Shows (MLK Day)
25 Workshop—Tim Grey on Adobe

February
1 Competition (Lynn Saville)
8 Portfolio Review
15 Guest Speaker (Melissa Fleming)
22 Workshop (Chris Nicholson—Nat’l Parks)
29 Theme Night—Snow White & Rose Red
March
7 Competition (Ron Terner)
14 Workshop—Before and After
21 Guest Speaker (Jim Cummins)
28 Business Meeting
April
4 Competition (Marilyn Stern)
11 Guest Speaker (Jill Freedman)
18 Tech Rep
25 Theme Night—B&W Oldies
[or Competition Make-Up]
May
2 Competition (Maria Ferrari)
9 Guest Speaker (Chester Higgins)
16 Portfolio Review
19 Expanding Visions 22
23 Business Meeting
26 Expanding Visions 22
30 No Mtg. Memorial Day
June
2 Expanding Visions 22
6 Year-End Competition
9 Expanding Visions 22
13 Otto Litzel Memorial Dinner
16 Expanding Visions 22
20 ExCom Planning Meeting
23 Expanding Visions 22
27 TBA
30 Expanding Visions 22

[Field trips, workshops, the 2016 Summer Schedule,
and other activities are to be announced.]
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Photo Notes Deadlines
Issue

Deadline

Summer 2016

Jun 6

September 2016

August 17

The sooner articles and
items are submitted to Photo
Notes, the quicker the editing
and revision process can begin.
Competition scores and cumulative points are submitted as
soon after the competitions as
possible, usually one to three
days following the submission
deadline. The draft copy of
Photo Notes will be sent to the
editorial staff as soon as possible once all items are in place.
The staff will then have two to
three days to edit and return
their comments.
Once the Photo Notes issue
is complete, it is sent to the
Website Committee to be posted online. As soon as this is accomplished, an e-mail is sent
to all Club members and other
Photo Notes recipients informing them that the PWCC newsletter is now available for
downloading.
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Competition Committee
by Hedy Klein & John Brengelman
Competition Committee Co-Chairs

by Marlene Schonbrun
Membership Committee
Co-Chairperson
I wrote to Club member Don
Raney recently to ask if he’d
conduct another interview of
one of the newer PWCC members for the ”New Member
Bio” section in Photo Notes.
Also, since I hadn’t seen Don
at a meeting nor any other
activity in a while, to find out
how he was doing.
I learned that Don was
dealing with some medical
problems and has been quite
fatigued of late.
I am letting our membership know, with Don’s permission, because I feel PWCC is
very much a family, and it’s
important that we know
what’s going on in someone’s
life (apart from photography)
and to offer our support. I believe this is essential in the
healing process.
Keep up your good spirits, Don. We all wish you well
in your recovery.
Members can contact Don
via his e-mail address at
<draney.don@gmail.com>

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Please note the following competition rules which will be
strictly enforced at the June
Year-End Competition and
thereafter:
Prints MUST be securely
mounted on mat board or they
will not be accepted. To be
competitive, and protected,
prints SHOULD have a window mat affixed to the front.
Tape or other adhesives MUST
NOT be stuck onto any outer
surface of your print, mat
board, nor window mat.
Prints must be submitted
prior to 6:45 p.m. Late prints
will not be accepted.
PDI entries are due one
week prior to the competition.
Images being submitted for
the PDI Competition should be
prepared at a resolution of 72
ppi, and sized to 1400 pixels
wide if the image is horizontal,
or 1050 pixels high if the image
is vertical.
Send PDIs in one e-mail to
<pwcccompetition@yahoo.com>
If you want to be certain
that your photos have been received, you must request receipt confirmation from Hedy
at her personal e-mail address
<hfklein@mindspring.com>
Full details can be found in
the PWCC Competition Manual which may be downloaded
from the website.
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Members’ Galleries
by Christine Doyle
After you log on and create a
user account on the Club’s
new website, (see page 8 in
this issue of Photo Notes) why
not create a gallery of your
images?
Here are the steps to set
up a member gallery:
• Go to the My Account tab
and log on to your Member Account.
• Click on the New Gallery
button, down a bit on the
right side.
• An online form will open.
This allows you to customize your gallery, e.g.,
by adding a Title or Description, and also offers
additional settings…
> Gallery Visibility (Private, Organization Access
or Public)
> Transition (set how
the images will move)
> Options on what to
display (Image Title, Author, Captions, Thumbnails, etc.)
> Click on Update
Gallery Options to save
your settings and preferences. You can now add
your images to your
gallery.
Here are the steps to upload images to your gallery:
• Open the gallery to which
you want to add images.
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• Click on Edit Images in
Gallery.
• Click on Upload Images
Into This Gallery.
• Scroll down to the bottom
left of the page and click
on Select. This will take
you to where you store
your images on your
computer. Highlight the
image(s) you want to upload and hit OK.
• Once your images are uploaded, click Save Images.
• This will bring you back
to the Edit New Images in
Gallery page, where you
can edit the image titles
and set the image order if
you like. Click on Done
when you are finished
making changes.
• You can also change the
order of the images another way: go back into
your gallery and select
Edit Images in Gallery. This
will take you to a page
with thumbnails of your
images in this gallery.
Here, you can change the
order of your images by
clicking and dragging the
thumbnails into the desired sequence. Click on
Save Updates to Image Order when finished.
Congratulations! You
have just created your own
photo gallery on the Club’s
website. Wanna do another?

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Committee Liaisons
The Executive Committee
(ExCom) has decided to continue for this coming year
with the committee liaison
model to spread the responsibility among the entire Executive Committee.
Here’s how it’ll work:
Each of the ExCom members (the five elected officers
plus the President Emeritus)
will be assigned committees
as liaison. Each committee
chair or co-chair will report
to the ExCom through this
liaison. In this manner, it is
felt that communication will
flow much more smoothly,
in both directions, between
the committees. In addition,
any concerns raised by the
ExCom will be passed along
to the committee chairs
through the liaisons.
Here are the committee
liaison assignments for the
2015-2016 Club year:
Archives Maria Fernandez
Competition Mike Schleiff
Field Trip
Chuck Pine
Gallery
Helen Pine
House
Christine Doyle
Membership Helen Pine
Newsletter
Chuck Pine
Program Christine Doyle
Social
Ed Lee
Website
Mike Schleiff
Workshop
Ed Lee
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New Member Bios
Marshal Marcovitz
by Jerry Vogel
Marshall Marcovitz has had
a lifelong love affair with
photography. He is fascinated with the power of images
to move us emotionally. He
picked up his first Brownie
camera at the age of five and
started snapping family
snapshots. Marshall became
more serious and bought a
SLR while in college at the
University of Chicago.

There, he developed “his
eye” by creating an award
winning collection documenting life in his Hyde
Park neighborhood. He was
interested in capturing people passing, chance encounters, unique details that
caught his eye, and Hyde
Park’s unique mixture of the
Gothic architecture on the
campus and the Chicagostyle bungalows in the surrounding neighborhood.
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Marshall is continually
striving to improve “his
eye.” He admires Elliott Erwitt’s philosophy, “…photography is about finding
something interesting in an
ordinary place…” He also
admires the work of Henri
Cartier Bressson, Diane Arbus, Gary Winogrand, and a
recent street photography
discovery, Vivian Maier.
Marshall currently uses a
variety of camera equipment for his street photography: Panasonic Lumix
SLR; Sony A6000 mirrorless;
and the iPhone 6. He uses a
variety of apps for editing,
including Image Blender
and Color Splash.

He found out about the
Park West Camera Club
from his friends who are
members. He also spotted

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Soho Photo Gallery from
the street and was interested in what they were showing, and they told him
about the Club.
”What do I hope to get
out of membership in the
PWCC? I hope to get one
good idea each meeting,
clear feedback about what is
effective and what needs
improving about my work. I
hope to connect with other
photo enthusiasts and enjoy
and learn from this community of photographers.”
Susan Rauch
by Elena Pierpont

Susan Rauch, who enjoys
taking pictures, was invited
by our PWCC member and
her friend, Jerry Vogel, to
attend one of our Club’s
meetings. Soon after, Susan
joined Park West.
About 10 years ago a
photo enthusiast friend of
Susan’s was going to Tuscany and invited Susan to
join her. This was the start
for Susan to become interested in taking photographs

12
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with her Nikon Coolpix II
camera. Photography also
became her driving force to
continue to travel. Animals
and landscapes became what
she enjoyed shooting.
Being a PWCC member
and seeing competitions and
theme nights has opened her
eyes to all the different subjects and styles our members
show. While she is not ready
to submit her pictures yet,
she is looking forward to the
Expanding Visions classes.
Taking pictures mostly when
she traveled, Susan now
wants to get into other areas
of photographing and is
looking forward to the assignments from the class.

Susan currently uses a
Nikon D7100. She used to
use Aperture and Photoshop
CC for editing, but now uses
Lightroom—which she is
still learning. She has a great
admiration for photographers Sebastian Delgado and
André Kertész.
Joining PWCC, her first
camera club, Susan is hoping
to improve her skills, expand
her visions with a wider variety of subjects and techniques, as well as meeting
others with similar interests.
We give a very warm
welcome to you, Susan!
Virginia Lawrence
by Alice Somma

In speaking with me, Virginia Lawrence recalled a
moment in time that
sparked her interest in
photography. It all began
in her twenties when Virginia’s family gave her
three presents… a trip to

May 2016

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

Chicago to visit her brother,
an Olympus camera, and a
course at The School of Visual Arts. Although Virginia
had no previous photography experience she took to it
immediately.

Virginia is a retired high
school science teacher, who
taught Earth Science for
twenty-seven years in the
Rockland County and
Westchester area. She is married and lives on the upper
Westside of Manhattan. Her
interests are photography,
playing the piano, ballroom
dancing, and exercise.
She explained how her
career switched from geology to teaching when she received a grant from the National Science Foundation.
Although she enjoyed geology, she pursued teaching
and really enjoyed it as the
years went on. When Virginia attended a school conference in Colorado, she decided to take a throw-away
camera with her. After
showing her photos taken on
her school trip to her principal, she was encouraged and
inspired by her. Thus, she
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began pursuing photography in a more serious way.
In the seventies, Virginia
used an Olympus OM 1 with
a 50mm lens and shot with
film. In 2005, she bought her
first digital camera and really enjoyed using it. This
camera had a close-up capacity so she became interested
in shooting nature and
plants. She recalls taking
photos on and off. As the
years went by she became
more interested.

Virginia has a graphic
sense, finds lighting interesting, and enjoys black and
white photography. She is
starting to do street photography and shot some scenic
photos on a recent trip to
Maui. She now uses a Sony
RX 100 II and a Canon Rebel.
In regard to the technical
side of photography, Virginia
said that her husband introduced her to Photoshop,
which prompted her to take
a Photoshop in-service
course offered by the
teacher’s union. She purchased CS5 and has been us-
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ing it ever since. She has taken courses in Lightroom at
Pratt and at Photo Manhattan. Virginia has also learned
a lot from magazines and the
Internet. She tried exhibiting
her work in an art fair and
also participated in a couple
of small group shows.
When Virginia retired in
the summer of 2014, she
planned a trip to Iceland.
She purchased a travel lens
and tripod to take with her.
When she decided to practice using her equipment
in Central Park she met a
member of Park West,
who told her about the
Club. Although she was
interested in joining immediately, her schedule
interfered because she
was taking a dance class
on Mondays. It wasn't
until she injured her foot
in November, 2015 and
couldn’t dance that she decided to join our Club.
Virginia liked the idea of
having a place to show her
photos and thought the Club
would be a good venture for
her. She said that having a
place to communicate and
exchange ideas with other
photographers is appealing
to her. She is interested in
improving her technical and
printing skills.
Virginia explained that
some reasons why she likes
the Park West Camera Club
are the members’ enthusi-
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asm and the fact that there
are opportunities to take
photos with like-minded
people. She is looking forward to participating in the
Club’s competition and excited to get feedback. Virginia expressed an interest in
attending the Expanding Visions course, although the
topic of Times Square is not
her thing. At this point in
time, she considers her style
to be a photo ‘generalist.’

It’s In the Bag
Here are the 5 key things
every photographer should
have in their camera bag:
Back-up batteries and
cards. The worst thing to happen is missing a shot because
your card is full or your battery is dead.
Microfiber cloths. What’s
more important than keeping
dust, dirt, fingerprints,
smudges, and more from your
equipment?
Mini-tripod. This is a good
first step towards eliminating
camera shake, taking long exposures, or being able to take a
selfie with a big camera.
Cable release. This goes
hand and hand with the minitripod, just above.
Rain cover. Don’t get
caught out in the rain without
some sort of protective gear
for your camera, lens, and
yourself.
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Van Cortland Park
by Julie Foehrenbach
We headed up to the Bronx
to shoot in and around Van
Cortland Park in two separate groups. One group ran
into some train problems
and we never got a chance to
meet up with them. In addition, the threat of rain deterred several people from
joining up with us.

But the rain stayed away
and Christine Doyle, Marty
Smith, and I had a lovely
outing. We pooled our pics
of each other to give you an
idea of what you missed (but
can get up there on your
own to enjoy the park and
the weather).

Choosing Images
Here are 5 tips to help you decide which images are best:
Choose images with interesting composition. Is it shot
at eye level, with the subject
right in the middle of the
frame? You may want to think
about re-cropping or looking
for something that has a
strong composition.
Make sure your image has
a strong focal point. Squint at
your image, what is the first
thing you notice. Is that what
you want to be your focal
point?

The Fridge Test: Put it on
your refrigerator for 1 week.
You will either love it, hate it,
or see something you can do
to improve it.
Flip it upside down. Is the
image as strong a composition
upside down as it is in the correct orientation? If it is, then
it’s a strong image.
Ask a photography friend.
You are your own worst editor. Ask friends to be critical
and tell you which ones they
like and why.
Bonus Tip—participate in
some of PWCC’s PDI and
print workshops!

Photo Cartoon of the Month

May 2016
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Depth of Field
By Bill Apple
Superfluous
Redundancy never killed anybody to death fatally. In a terminal way, I mean. You know,
like lethally offing someone?
Ah, yes. Anyone who
writes, teaches, or gives
speeches knows you can never
deliver a message too many
times, too many ways. Persistence and chipping away is
what it takes. Some people
“get” it on first bounce. Many
more do not, so you serve it
again, and more light bulbs
switch on.
E.B. White—legendary New
Yorker writer and author of
Charlotte’s Web (and co-author
of Strunk & White’s go-to book
on grammar and usage, The
Elements of Style)—gave beginning writers this advice:
“When you say something,
make sure you have said it.
The chances of your having
said it are only fair.”
Repetition does get tedious,
but I go on record: Bang ‘em
over the head, as if your life
depended on “making sure
you have said it.”
What’s this to do with photography? Well, not just words
get edited for optimal delivery.
Pictures do too. That act, of
shaping prose, is what writers
elegantly call “polishing.” Photographers working on images
call it “post-processing.”
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If you’re reading this, you
probably know a lot already
about making good pictures:
exposure, white balance, lighting, composition, and so forth.
Many principles have been
codified and passed down
among generations of photographers, like the Rule of Thirds,
for a pleasing composition.
Just as redundancy in writing or speaking can hone your
message, so perhaps can a little
redundancy in “post” help
sharpen the visual potency of
every photograph you make.
Among your tools, compositional devices—like that Rule
of Thirds and leading lines—can
be harnessed. Cropping away
areas that seem beside the
point visually helps too: Less
really can be more, you know.
And don’t overlook the
power of black-and-white, or
of selective color on an otherwise monochrome image, to
simplify subjects and lend impact and reinforce your photo.
Ditto “dodging and burning,”
to draw in eyeballs to specific
places in your frame.
As my “Hello Kitty” photos
(next page) illustrate, it may
take several combined changes
to clear enough brush away, to
pave the best visual path into
your picture. Pull out whatever stops are necessary so that
everyone will see what you
saw when you took the shot.
I came across Kitty in a
ground-floor window—behind
bars (!)—classically posed and
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begging for my notice. Alas,
virtually everything in my
original shot was off—exposure, composition, color, perspective—as you see in the Before shot. But then I had only
mere seconds to do the job, to
stick my 28mm lens through
the bars of an outer fence in
front of the building and pray
Kitty would stay put.
In post-processing I
straightened the perspective a
bit (check the window’s left
edge in the After shot); burned
in the overexposed cat; and
converted to black-and-white,
yet left a little color in Kit to
make her (?) “pop.”
Much of the building’s intriguing, rounded corner—a
turret-like architectural detail
that initially beckoned me—
added nothing compositionally
that I could see. So lots had to
be cropped away from the top,
bottom and righthand side of
the original, or else it would
have detracted from Kitty’s
size and scope and positioning.
After the crop I was left
with a stubby, truncated window, however. Stretching the
image more than a little in
Photoshop would not work:
Kitty herself had to maintain
reasonable feline proportions,
not look like a reflection in a
funhouse mirror. (Confession: I
have stretched and scrunched
images, oh yes. Go for it if
need be, if you can get away
with it.)
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Instead, after cropping I
needed to add to the top of Kitty’s venetian blinds, to restore
the frame to proportions I favor. Compare slats, if you will.
I think the entire treatment—
especially the crop and little
vertical stretch—conspired to
help kitty shed a few pounds
(she looks slimmer in her After
photo!).
In the end I restored the
picture’s 2x3 aspect ratio,
which is what I always try for:
classic 35mm proportions just
look better to my eye than, say,
the stouter 3x4 frame of many
cameras. Besides, I try to cut
every matte window the same;
too tiring to make custom
mattes each time.
Bagging Kitty took luck,
but along the way there was
skill too. I nudged Kitty toward a Rule-of-Thirds nexus
point. And the window bars—
and their shadows across the
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windowsill—work further to
lead viewers to this one cat.
Along the way I have marshaled multiple and redundant
devices: cropping, exposure,
selective color, and composition. Redundancy rules.
Capturing an image in
camera is just the start, rarely
the end of things. There will be
times—seldom for me—when
everything about a shot is just
right, everything tilts toward a
perfect image as I click the
shutter. The stars align. Little
or no work needed in “post.”
More often than not, however, it does not work that way.
There’s always something you
can—and should—do to make
a photograph outstanding, to
help it “read” better, sharper,
and clearer.
The goal, after all, is to
make your picture say what
you mean it to say. The chances
of your unaltered photo’s hav-
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ing said that are only fair, remember. And if you think a
particular shot is “good
enough,” rethink that. Work to
be done.

Exposure X Bundle
Alien Skin Software recently
released this suite of three
programs that integrates all of
their photo editing apps—Exposure X, Snap Art 4, and
Blow-Up 3. The bundle simplifies your workflow, leaving
you with more time to shoot.
You can use them as standalone apps or as plug-ins for
Lightroom and Photoshop.
They provide you with a rich
set of tools for creating beautiful images.
Download a free trial or
buy the entire bundle ($200) at
<www.alielskin.com>
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Gallery Watching

view in the Fremin
gallery demonstrates
by Ruth Formanek
this process. Influand Judy Rosenblatt
enced by the work of
David Hockney (but
Christophe Pouget; Emmanuel
far from being hackFremin Gallery, 547 West 27th
neyed!) Pouget creStreet; through May 21st
ates a series of composite cities.
by Ruth
Who invented colEx-art director Christophe
lage? The Chinese,
Pouget began his collage work
together with their
in 2008. I have quoted from an
invention of paper,
interview with him: “I wanted
around 200 B.C. The
to find a different and personal
© Christophe Pouget
word ‘collage’ is based on the
angle… Through my assemFrench word ‘coller’, to glue.
blages, I had the power to cap- things. Its major advantage is
Used through the ages, Picasso
ture, to gather several time
that it gives me the ability to
and Braque in the early 20th
spaces in a single picture… So take an unlimited number of
this technique appears to me
pictures. These digital images century, and Christophe in this
century, often experimented
naturally… I am inspired by
that I can see easily on my
the work of the painter David
computer are the raw material with collages. Photographers
acquired the technique as they
Hockney. I like to mix architec- for my work. I practiced
ture and characters, to create
silkscreen printing and collage acquired other techniques used
an interaction between the site and, before the advent of com- by painters. Photoshop has
now simplified collaging and
and the people.”
puters, I was composing my
no longer requires messy glueMichael (the interviewer):
works using cuttings, photoing. All you need to do is to
”Most artists take single piccopies and I always proceed
move your images around on a
tures and treat one photo as if according to a strict code of
sufficiently large ‘canvas’, deit’s complete by itself. Do you
ethics. I only use my images,
ever take a photo and think
never play with filters, I frame cide on their size and shape
and use of filters. Voila! Une
that it doesn’t need to be in an and cut them only in squares
assemblage!
assemblage and can stand
or rectangles.”
I liked Pouget’s collaged
alone as complete?”
Pouget’s collages represent
cities, especially the wide angle
Christophe: ”Yes of course, an evocation of his emotions
distorting tilt he applies to
I don’t think always through
that connect him to a specific
most of them. His colors are
assemblages. They are an implace at a given moment. He
realistic although his geometric
portant part of my work, but I tries to capture ‘the soul of
cloud shapes along their upper
am also working on a series of places’—hundreds of images
edges seem a bit Hockneyed
photos on various themes in
using his digital camera. He
which I try to find the right
then constructs one image with and unnecessary. If you like to
look at collages of cities or
alchemy between characters,
vivid colors and varied perwant to do your own, go see
space and light…”
spectives by juxtaposing and
Pouget’s show.
”Digital photography has
superimposing all his photos
revolutionized the course of
of a given scene. A video on

May 2016
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when seeking models
among friends of his
cousin, who was in
the Dance Division at
Juilliard. He finds
dancers to be perfect
subjects, who bring
their own creativity
into the photographic
process. “Relying
mostly on non-verbal
© Nir Arieli
language, the dancers formed
intricate living sculptures,” he
Nir Arieli, Flocks; Daniel
says of the groups shown here.
Cooney Fine Art, 508 West
Shot in the dance companies’
26th Street, Suite 9C; until
own studios against black
June 4th
backgrounds, the piled groups
usually coalesce into loosely
by Judy
triangular or dome-like forms
Flocks presents us with pileabounding in torsos, limbs and
ups of semi-nude people artis- faces with closed eyes.
tically intertwined and phoThey are echoed by the retographed in soft natural light. flective flooring beneath them.
When I first saw a picture of
I found them beautiful, mythione of Arieli’s pieces, I thought cal, and magical, and was sethese could only be created
duced by the muted tones and
through collaging with Photo- play of light on their skins.
shop―but I was wrong. They These photographs could be
turn out to be collaborations
called conceptual. Nir says
between Arieli and some well- they carry “an undercurrent of
known dance companies: Mar- sex and death, reflecting and
tha Graham, Ballet Hispanico, amplifying the complexity of
Ailey II, and Batsheva, to men- human relationships.” I may
tion just a few. Working with
rail against conceptual photogdancers is Arieli’s passion and raphy at times, but when it’s
this is its latest manifestation.
coupled with a strong aesthetic
Nir Arieli was born in 1986 vision I think it can be the most
in Tel Aviv. He was a photogpowerful photography of all. If
rapher for three years in the
you can’t get to the exhibit,
Israeli military and came to
Arieli has a good website
New York to study at the
<www.nirarieli.com> showcasSchool for Visual Arts, graduing this project and other origating with honors in 2012. He inal portrait work (his subjects
became involved with dancers often being male dancers),

May 2016
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Frankly, I still don’t understand how the subjects here,
especially those on the bottom
of the heap, bore up against all
the weight coming down on
them. It’s a testament to what
human bodies are capable
of―especially those of trained
dancers!
[Nir has both judged our competitions and presented his work
to PWCC—Ed.]
Patrick Swirc; Fiaf Gallery, 22
East 60th Street; through the
4th of June
by Judy
The description accompanying
this exhibit of unusual celebrity portraits tantalizingly states,
“The troubled and touching
turmoil that overflows from
Patrick Swirc is undoubtedly
what allows him to take portraits differently—he exposes
actors, directors, and writers to
his melancholy to bring their
own to light.” Yet I could not
find any biographical material
about this French photographer other than that he was born
in 1961, lives and works in
Paris, and abandoned photography school for love of a
strip-tease artist.
Maybe that’s enough! His
subjects do seem to be responding to an encounter that
makes for very intense, dramatic portraiture, with actor
Gerard Depardieu and writer
James Ellroy positively glowering at the viewer, and with
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director Pedro Almodovar,
hand to forehead, looking
quite woeful.

backgrounds; most of the photographs are in warm-toned
black and white. The women
retain an aura of glamour, except for a feisty Catherine
Deneuve. The men seem more
individually expressive. I think
this exhibit is a must-see for
anyone interested in portrait
photography.

© Patrick Swirc
On the other hand, Julliette
Binoche and Martin Scorsese
seem lost in revery. The presentation is dramatic, too. The
gallery part of the Alliance
Francaise, has black walls and
each of these larger-than-life
portraits is individually spotlit. A grouping of 18 smaller
framed portraits breaks up the
line-up of large ones, which
are unframed and flush to the
gallery walls.

© Cindy Sherman
Unfortunately, the upcoming
Cindy Sherman exhibit at
Metro Pictures, 519 West 24th
Street, did not open until May
5th, beyond our deadline for
this issue of Photo Notes. It will
show her way of dealing photographically with the theme
of aging. Another must-see
event! It will run til June 11th.

© Patrick Swirc
Swirc’s subjects are mostly
front-lit with plain, softly lit

May 2016
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For Sale
by Chuck Pine
I have two external hard drives
for sale. They are both G-Drives, made by G-Tech. They are
both in excellent working condition on the inside with no
scratches or marks on the outside. Both are equipped with a
USB-3 port, a eSATA port, and
two Firewire 800 ports—they
are super fast!

One is a two-terabyte drive
and the other is a four-terabyte
drive. Both include the power
supplies and USB-3 cables
I am getting rid of them because they do not meet my current needs—I’ve just purchases
some six-terabyte drives to replace them.
The two TB drive, B&H #
GTGD62, is currently selling for
$200. The four TB drive, B&H #
GTGD64, is currently selling for
$300.
I’m asking $125 for the 2-TB
drive and $225 for the 4-TB drive. And, yes, these prices are set
in stone—no haggling!
If you’re interested, e-mail
to <bohpin@aol.com> The earliest bids get the worms.
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Diminishing Returns

PhotoWordJumble
by Sal Maci

The world is in a process of
decline. The icecaps are
shrinking. Oceans levels are
rising. Forests are being cut
down. Ancient structures are
crumbling due to acid rain
and other environmental factors. What is a photographer
to do?
Get out there NOW and
shoot the world around you
before it is going, going, and
gone. Here’s a list of some
places to explore before it’s
too late:

Unscramble these five scrambled words, one letter to each
square, to form words pertaining to photography.

Antarctica

Last month’s answers: Flash, PRint, SePia, cAndid aEriAl, and filtEr
PlaTiNOType

Surprise answer: PAPER SAFE

Machu Picchu

Venice

the Himalayas

African habitats

the Amazon

the Alps
the Great Barrier Reef

May 2016
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PhotoShopping

#1

by Chuck Pine
Perspective Crop Tool
Nested beneath the Crop Tool
in Photoshop’s Tool Palette, is
a little known and used tool
called the Perspective Crop
Tool. It can work wonders
when you have a tilted square
or rectangular object in your
image that is distorted due to
the angle you shot it, the lens
you used, or any number of
other issues.
Here’s an
image with
just such a
problem.

However, if you want the
whole image, rather than a
Using the Perspective Crop
cropped one, there are a few
Tool, click on one corner of the more steps.
#2
object you want to straighten.
[see arrow #1] Then proceed,
in either a clockwise or counter
clockwise direction, to the other three corners, clicking on
each one in turn.

You could
try the
Transform >
Distort trick
in Photoshop or the
Upright
Tool in Camera RAW or Lightroom’s Lens Correction Panel,
but the Perspective Crop Tool
is often a quicker, better fix.
In the Tool Palette, click and
hold on the Crop Tool. When
the list of tools pops up, click
on the second one from the top
—the Perspective Crop Tool.
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Drag the top, bottom, and both
side Anchor Points [see arrow
#2] to the edges of the frame.

A Grid will appear around the
selected area (it doesn’t show
up well in the above image). If
you click on the checkmark (√)
at the top of the screen or hit
Enter on the keyboard, the
image will be straightened
and cropped. [see the image at
the top of the next column]

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

The final image will now look
like this.
[You may
have to
do some
Content
Aware
Fill to fill
in any
white areas at the
corners.]
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Photo Shopping

ject, rotate the dial until the arby Chuck Pine row points to the center of the
dial, and it reads the light reSo, you wanna do a little light flected from the scene. It gives
you a series of exposure comreading? No, I’m not talking
about picking up a dime novel binations from which you can
at the corner candy store. Nor choose (based on your desire
to freeze or blur motion, or to
am I referring to the Classics
have shallow or wide depthIllustrated version of Moby
Dick. I am, though, referring to of-field). [$120 @ B&H]
reading light with a hand-held
light meter.
Do you remember when all
of we photographers had to
carry a hand-held light meter
every time we went out to
shoot a few frames with our
camera? It wasn’t until the 60s
(the 1960s, that is) when meters
were incorporated into camera
bodies that we were freed of
This Spectra meter is all digithe extra gear in our pockets.
tal. Stand in the same light as
In-camera meters, though,
your subject, aim the white
were not, and still are not the
hemisphere back to where the
only way to go. A good handcamera will be, and read the
held meter could be a lifesaver
light falling on (incident) the
in many tricky lighting situasubject. The readout gives you
tions. If you are of the mind to
a base exposure setting with
buy and carry one, here are
you can then adjust for the sityour current-day choices:
uation. [$400 @ B&H]
This Gossen
hand-held
meter is designed to
read both
ambient light
and light
from a studio
flash unit.
[$270 @ B&H]

With this Pentax digital spot
meter, you look through the
viewfinder at your subject and
take a precise reflected reading
of only a tiny part (1°) of the
image to get a correct exposure
for, let’s say, someone’s skin.
Although not presently manufactured, these meters are
available as used equipment.
[$150 @ B&H]
Now-a-days, the light meters built into our digital cameras are so advanced, so accurate, and offer us so many options, we hardly ever need to
use a hand-held meter. But, if
you want to go retro, have the
experience of using an incident
reading to get the perfect exposure, or just have some fun,
one of these little beauties (and
many others) may just be what
you’re looking for!

Disclaimer
I do not, nor does anyone else
in the Club, make a profit
from the sales of these items.
Chuck

This Sekonic meter is analog—
not digital. Aim it at your sub-
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Accessory Quiz
Can you name this photo
accessory? No prizes, just a
fun challenge! Send your
guesses to the Club’s address <pwccny@aol.com>
Googling not permitted—on
your honor!

See the answer next month
in PWCC’s Photo Notes.
Last Month’s Answer

This is an easel. It is/was
used in the darkroom to
hold printing paper flat and
in place under the enlarger.
Its adjustable blades allowed it to hold paper of
different sizes, up to the
maximum size of the easel.
Last Month’s Correct
Answerers…
There were no responses
submitted to the Accessory
Quiz last month.
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Photoshop World
Photoshop World, by KelbyOne (formerly National Association of Photoshop Professionals) is the world’s largest
Photoshop, Lightroom, and
photography conference! It’s
where an exciting mix of Photoshop users, Lightroom fanatics, graphic designers, and
photographers of all types
come to leave the world behind to totally immerse themselves in three days of incredible in-depth training, creative
inspiration and fun.
The home for Photoshop
World 2016 is the beautiful
Mandalay Bay Resort and
Casino, right on the Vegas
strip. The dates are July 19th
through the 21st. The prices
start at $799 and go down from
this amount. There are plenty
of available discounts includ-
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ing $100 off if you register by
June 10th. Also, there are educator, student, KelbyOne
member, and group (6 or more)
discounts.
Among the myriad of
speakers and presenters are
Scott Kelby, Jay Maisel, Katrin
Eismann, Moose Peterson, Joe
McNally, Lindsey Adler,… and
the list goes on and on. Be
there when they share their
latest techniques, their best tips
and tricks, and their proven
strategies to make you more
efficient, and more creative.
For all the information and
to register, go to the website at
<www.photoshopworld.com>
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B & H Event Space
B&H Photo offers free workshops. Here are a few of this
month’s offerings:
Monday, May 16th
Photography for Social Media
Speaker: Giulio Sciorio

Monday, May 23rd
Travel Photography
Speaker: Lester Lefkowitz
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Tuesday, May 24th
Fashion Portraits
Speaker: Cliff Hausner

NatGeo Workshops

Learn from National Geographic Photographers. Hone
your photography skills with
some of the best photographers in the world during a
photography workshop led by
a National Geographic photographer and a professional instructor.
The weekend photography
workshops are intensive programs based in photogenic
cities across the country. Their
Thursday, May 26th
longer workshops offer inThe Phone Book
depth, hands-on photography
Speaker: Robert Herman
instruction in evocative destinations such as Paris and
Provence, New Orleans, and
Santa Fe. All of the workshops
incorporate talks, edit-and-critique sessions, and photo assignments into each day’s
schedule.
With the guidance of expert
photographers, learn how to
Check out the B&H website at make compelling and memo<www.bhphoto.com> for all
rable magazine-quality phothe details as well as a comtographs—skills you can use to
plete list of additional presen- document travel experiences,
tations, and to register for the
build a portfolio, or simply
course(s) of your choice. Please capture great images.
note, they do accept walk-ins
NYC location workshops
for events that have not
include: Smartphone Photo
reached capacity. The B&H
Workshop, 2 days, from $995;
Event Space is located on the
Weekend Photo Workshop 4
second floor of their Superdays, from $1,665; and AdStore, at 420 9th Avenue.
vanced Photo Workshop, 4
days, from $1,995.
More info? Visit <www.nationalgeographicexpeditions.com>

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org
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NECCC Photo

Unusual

The New England Camera
Club Council’s 71st annual
Photography Conference is
scheduled to take place on the
campus of the University of
Massachusetts’ in Amherst
during weekend of July 15th
thru the 17th.
Guest presenters will include David Middleton, Bobbi
Lane, Lindsay Adler, Roman
Kurywczak, Joe McDonald,
Ron Rosenstock, and many
other recognizable names.
The featured keynote
speaker is Art Wolf. Art is a
world famous nature/travel
photographer/author known
for his television production,
Travels to the Edge. He is an excellent speaker (and an even
better photographer, whose pix
speak louder than his words).
There will be plenty of
workshops and learning sessions including model shoots,
live animal shoots, photo contests, and tons more. There is
an area set aside for the many
vendors who will be in attendance. And, don’t forget the
BIG ice cream social hour!
For all registration information, go to the NECCC website
at <www.neccc.org>
Park West usually has a
group of members going up
each year. Ask around at meetings. There is also bus transportation right to the campus.
Happy shooting!

Most photographers snap the
same, usual, boring photographs. We should try for
the unusual. That’s what
makes our images better than
most. That’s what wins competitions. That’s what makes
your fellow photographer
gasp and say, ”Wow!”
There’s unusual light! This
happens when light pours in
from an unusual angle (like
back- or rim-lighting, or a
very low-to-the-ground light
source); or is of an unusual
color (like in the early morning and late in the afternoon);
or is of an unusual intensity
(like strong sun or the flame
of a candle).
There’s unusual color!
This could be a single ”spot”
color in an otherwise monochrome image; or a bright red
apple set amongst a sea of
green leaves; muted shades of
blue to give a shot a ”cold,”
wintery effect.
There’s unusual shape!
This could be anything from
diagonal lines as opposed to
only horizontal or vertical
ones; or curves (s-curves, for
example) instead of straight
lines; or repetition instead of a
single object.
Look for these unusuals
the next time you go out
shooting. See how much your
images can be improved.

May 2016

www.ParkWestCameraClub.org

26

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Schedule of Activities
The Park West Camera Club
meets every Monday night
(with some exceptions for holidays and a curtailed summer
schedule). Please join us at a
meeting or on one of our other
scheduled activities.
All Club Monday night
meetings take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery located at 15
White Street, between West
Broadway and Church Street/
Avenue of the Americas (6th
Avenue) unless indicated otherwise in the listings below.
Following the schedule of activities are detailed directions
to each of our meeting sites.
Check the PWCC Website
<parkwestcameraclub.org>
for late-breaking details on all
meetings and other Park West
Camera Club activities.
All meetings begin at 7
p.m. sharp unless otherwise
indicated below.
An asterisk (*) preceding
the date indicates an official
PWCC activity. Other listings
included below are: Photo
Events which may be of interest to photographers; and
Photo Ops which offer opportunities to take pictures.

* Monday, May 16
Guest Speaker—
Chester Higgins
Tonight’s guest photographer
is Chester Higgins, Jr. Chester
is an American photographer,
born in Kentucky and raised in
Alabama. He is a graduate of
the Tuskegee Institute (now
University). He has worked as
a New York Times photographer
since 1975 and has exhibited in
museums throughout the
world. Chester is the author of
eight photography books including: Echo of the Spirit: A
Photographer's Journey; and Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms
on the Nile. To learn more about
Chester and to see some of his
portfolios, his website is
<www.chesterhiggins.com>
The curtain raiser for tonight is
PWCC’s very own treasurer,
Maria Fernandez.

© Chester Higgins, Jr.
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* Thursday, May 19
Expanding Visions 22
Tonight, the first session of the
all new Expanding Visions 22
class, is the introductory session in which we discuss: the
equipment required; the assignments for the field trips
(all of which fit into the heading of Compositional Constructs)
and the term project; plus the
destinations, meeting places,
times, etc. This session is
scheduled to begin at 7 p.m.
and will take place at the Soho
Photo Gallery. Directions to the
gallery are on page 34.

* Monday, May 23
Business Meeting #4
This is our final business meeting of the Club year. Tonight
we’ll be voting for next year’s
Club officers as well as deciding on the budget for the upcoming season. There will be a
lot more on the agenda, too including some items that may
affect future competitions.
Please make sure to attend this
very important meeting. After
all the business is complete, we
end the evening with refreshments and socializing. Don’t
miss it!
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Weds.—Tues., May 25—31
Photo Op—Fleet Week

ing engagements address the
latest tools and techniques of
Hosted nearly every year since digital imaging and the impact
they are having. She speaks
1984, Fleet Week New York is
the City’s celebration of the sea German and English and has
taught and presented in Euservices. This annual event
rope, Asia, South America, and
throughout North America.
Katrin studied photography
and electronic still imaging at
the Rochester Institute of
Technology. Upon graduating
at the top of her class in 1991,
she had the good fortune to
become the first intern at the
also provides an opportunity
Kodak Center of Creative
for the citizens of the Big
Imaging in Camden, Maine.
Apple and the surrounding
Three years later she was the
area to meet Sailors, Marines,
and Coast Guardsmen, as well Director of Education and had
as witness first hand the latest implemented a rigorous curriculum that focused on imagcapabilities of today’s Navy,
ing, design, and multimedia.
Marine Corps, and Coast
For more info on Katrin, go to
Guard. Fleet Week includes
dozens of military demonstra- either of her websites at
tions and displays throughout <www.katrineismann.com> or
the week, as well as public vis- <www.photoshopdiva.com>
itation onto many of the participating ships. Plus, there are
all those uniforms flooding the
City streets. What a photo op!
Wednesday, May 25
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is holding its meeting
tonight. The guest photographer for this evening is Katrin
Eismann. Katrin is an internationally recognized artist, author, and educator who has
been working with digital
imaging tools since 1989. Her
extensive teaching and speak-
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at the Metropolitan Opera
Guild, on the 6th floor of the
Rose Building at Lincoln Center. The address is 70 Lincoln
Center Plaza, located on the
north side of West 65th Street,
between Broadway and Amsterdam Avenue, closer to Amsterdam. From the street level,
take the stairs, elevator, or escalator up one level and proceed through the revolving
doors into the lobby to get the
elevator up to the 6th floor.

* Thursday, May 26
Expanding Visions 22

Tonight is the first field trip
and assignment of the all new
Expanding Visions 22 class.
Take any Manhattan north/
south bus or train to its 42nd
Street stop. You can either walk
to Broadway, transfer to the #7
train or the Shuttle train to
Times Square, or take the
crosstown bus (M42) to get you
there. We meet at the heart of
the city, on the north side of
42nd Street, between Broad© Katrin Eismann
way and 7th Avenue, at 6:30
The meeting, open to the gen- p.m. Tonight’s assignment is
eral public, begins at 6:30 p.m. Mergers and Acquisitions. This
refers to the two kinds of
A $7 donation is collected at
the door. The NYC Sierra Club mergers in photographic comPhotography Committee meets position: mergers with the
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image frame (edges); and
mergers between two or more
objects within the frame. How
can you avoid them? How can
you use them to improve your
photographic images?

Plaza, (aka Bobkin Lane), between NYU's Shimkin Hall
and Bobst Library. Check
<www.wsoae.org> for more
detailed information and additional dates for the exhibit.
Monday, May 30
Photo Op—Memorial Parades

Fri.—Sun,, May 28—31
Photo Op—Outdoor Art
The Washington Square Outdoor Art Exhibit is a now 86
years old. The event showcases
fine artists and craftspeople
from around the New York
metropolitan area, the nation,
and the world. Attendees come
from all over and are a cosmopolitan mix, including art
lovers, tourists, faculty and
students from the area’s many
schools, and professionals such
as interior designers. This is a
sidewalk show, not a street fair,
and has its venue on University Place, starting at East 13th

Street and continuing south
along the east side of Washington Square Park to West 3rd
Street. The southern end of the
show encompasses Schwartz
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Memorial Day isn’t just an excuse for springtime sales and a
three-day weekend—it is, first
and foremost, a time to honor
those citizens who’ve served
the United States in times of
war. The City honors its fallen

heroes with parades all over
the five boroughs. The Little
Neck–Douglaston parade in
Queens is reputedly the
largest. You can also follow
Brooklyn’s Memorial Day Parade (147 years old!), which
begins at 87th Street and Third
Avenue. In Manhattan, head
uptown for a smaller parade in
Inwood, which begins at Dyckman Street and Broadway.
Check <www.nyc.gov/events>
for a full list of happenings
Monday, May 30
No Meeting
Today is Memorial Day. There
will be no Club meeting this
evening. Go out and enjoy
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some parades and other holiday celebrations.
* Monday, May 30
Competition Entry Deadline
Please note that PDI entries are
due tonight, by midnight, for
next week’s competition.
Wednesday, June 1
Photo Event—
PWP Monthly Meeting
Professional Women Photographers is a group of women
photographers who network
and share their images and experiences. The program for
tonight’s meeting is the PWP
End-of-Year Celebration a presentation of members’ images.
Meetings are held at the
Metropolitan Opera Guild, in
the Samuel B. & David Rose
Building, 70 Lincoln Center
Plaza (65th Street between
Broadway and Amsterdam
Avenue). The doors open at 6
p.m. and the meeting begins at
6:30 p.m. There is a $10 fee
non-members.
* Thursday, June 2
Expanding Visions 22
Tonight is the second field trip
and assignment of the all new
Expanding Visions 22 class.
Take any Manhattan north/
south bus or train to its 42nd
Street stop. You can either walk
to Broadway, transfer to the #7
train or the Shuttle train to
Times Square, or take the
crosstown bus (M42) to get you
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there. We meet at the heart of
the city, on the north side of
42nd Street, between Broadway and 7th Avenue, at 6:30
p.m. Tonight’s assignment is
See Spot Run. This refers to
shooting images that are
monochromatic with just one
other color—a spot color.

* Monday, June 6
Year-End Competition

across the street from the exit/
entrance. Sign up at any Club
meeting or by contacting the
trip’s leader: Rita Russo at
<ritarusso23@gmail.com> or
917-697-9664. Please be sure to
contact Rita if you must cancel
at the last minute.
Saturday & Sunday, June 4 & 5
Photo Op—American Crafts

* Friday, June 3
Field Trip—Coney Island

The American Crafts Festival
at Lincoln Center takes place
Join us for this late-afternoon
this weekend (and next weekinto the early-evening jaunt to end as well). There will be alone of the Big Apple’s last remost 400 juried crafts displays
maining honky tonk areas.
selected from every region of
We’ll be able to explore the
the United States. There will
boardwalk and the ocean, the
also be continuous entertainamusement parks with all their ment and crafts demonstrarides, and the residents and
tions. Food is available. Adtourists in this section of
mission is free. Please, be sure to
Brooklyn. And, don’t forget the ask permission before photographfood! From hot dogs at
ing someone else’s creative efforts.
Nathan’s Famous, to the pizza
at Totonno’s. Although we
won’t be seeing any fireworks
over the beach, there’ll plenty
going on in the parks as the
sun sets and the lights come to
life. We’ll meet at Nathan’s at
3:30 p.m. To get there, take the
D, F, N, or Q trains towards
Brooklyn to the last stop at the
Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue
station. Nathan’s is diagonally
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Tonight is the big event of the
year, the one we’ve all been
building up to—the PWCC
Year-End Competition. See the
article, “Year-End Competition,” on page 6 of this issue of
Photo Notes for more info. Remember, PDI entries must be
submitted by Monday night,
May 25th, Memorial Day, at
midnight; print entries must be
submitted tonight by 6:45 p.m.
so that we may get under way
at 7 p.m. sharp. The three
judges for tonight are Jim
Cummins, Larsen Harley, and
Doug Schwab. See page 35 of
this issue of Photo Notes for
brief bios of our judges.

© Armando Espinoza
Tuesday, June 7
Photo Event—
Soho Photo Opening
In June, the gallery is proud to
present six geographically diverse and provocative solo
shows ranging from Kenneth

30

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Hoffman’s images of Vietnam
taken while he was an Army
Lieutenant during the war, to
Robert Kalman’s images of the
elders of Larreynaga, Nicagara, to Neil O. Lawner’s
amusing look at New York
City’s holiday windows. Irene
Imfeld’s Vacant Nests, the third
and final portfolio selected
from our annual International
Portfolio Competition, rounds
out the exhibition. The reception will be held tonight from 6
to 8 p.m. The show will run
through July 2nd. The gallery
is open Wednesdays through
Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m., by
appointment, and, of course, at
all of our PWCC meetings. For
additional information go to
<www.sohophoto.com>

* Thursday, June 9
Expanding Visions 22
Tonight is the first review session/critique of the all new
Expanding Visions 22nd class.
Please follow the instructions
in preparing your digital images for projection. There will
be two sessions, the first
scheduled for 4:30 p.m. and the
second to begin at 7 p.m. They
will take place at the home of
our instructor, Chuck Pine.
[See page 34 for directions.].
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Saturday, June 11
Photo Op—Belmont Stakes
The 148th Belmont Stakes, the
third jewel of thoroughbred
racing’s Triple Crown, will be
held today at Belmont Park in
Elmont, Long Island, just over
the border from Queens. Will
the Triple Crown be up for
grabs? Will it be a close race or
a runaway victory? Come on
down to find out. There are
plenty of photo opportunities
in the park before, during, and
after the big race. Take the F
train to 169th street or 179th
street then take the N6 or the
Q2 bus to Belmont or take the
E train to Jamaica Center (Parsons Blvd.) and then take the
Q110 bus to Belmont. Tickets
start at around $20 and go up
from there (some of them, way
up). Your best bet is to buy
them on-line, ASAP.

* Monday, June 13
Otto Litzel Memorial
Year-End Dinner
This year’s OLMYED celebrates another successful year
at Park West. It celebrates the
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winners and the best of our
photography. It celebrates all
those who helped to make the
Club a success. The venue for
this year’s festivities is Paul
and Jimmy’s Restaurant. This
longtime family-owned eatery
is located at 123 East 18th
Street, just west of Lexington
Avenue. The cost is $42 per
person. We start gathering at 6
p.m. Full details, including the
menu, for this event may be
found on page 3 of this issue of
Photo Notes. Hope to see you
there!

Tuesday, June 14
Photo Op—Flag Day
Flag Day in the United States is
celebrated today. It commemorates the adoption of the flag of
the United States, which happened on this date way back in
1777 by resolution of the Second Continental Congress. Go
out and celebrate. Shoot some
flags, be that the original Old
Glory o the modern 50-star
flag. There are literally hundreds of opportunities around
the City. Try to make your flag
shots unique and interesting
[How about a theme night on
flags! Anyone interested?]
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Tuesday, June 14
Photo Op—Museum Mile

crosstown bus (M42) to get you
there. We meet at the heart of
the city, on the north side of
42nd Street, between Broadway and 7th Avenue, at 6:30
p.m. Tonight’s assignment is
Look, Up in the Sky! This refers
to shooting images that are
high (or maybe not so high)
above your head.

New York City has officially
designated Fifth Avenue from
82nd to 105th Streets “Museum
Mile” because of the vast richness and cultural diversity of
the ten museums found there.
This festival is billed as New
York’s longest block party. Activities of all kinds will be taking place on the street as well
as in the museum buildings.
* Friday, June 17
Today’s event is rain or shine
Field Trip—Old Croton
and goes from 6 p.m. until 9
Aqueduct Trailways
p.m.To get more info, go to:
The Old Croton Aqueduct
<www.museummilefestival.org> State Historic Park follows the
route of the Old Croton Aqueduct, which carried water to
New York City from 1842 to
1955. Most of the structure lies
beneath the trail and has been
designated a National Historic
Landmark. Panoramas of the
Hudson River are visible;
* Thursday, June 16
many historic homes and sevExpanding Visions 22
eral other parks are immediate
neighbors. We’ll meet at the
Tonight is the third field trip
and assignment of the all new clock in Grand Central Terminal’s main rotunda at 10 a.m.
Expanding Visions 22 class.
We’ll take the Metro North
Take any Manhattan north/
Railroad to Yonkers. The ride
south bus or train to its 42nd
Street stop. You can either walk will last about 30 minutes. The
to Broadway, transfer to the #7 off-peak fare is $7.75, each way
—senior rates are available.
train or the Shuttle train to
Sign up at any Club meeting or
Times Square, or take the
by contacting the trip’s leader:
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Marty Smith at 347-703-3905.
Please be sure to contact Marty
if you must cancel at the last
minute.

Saturday, June 18
Photo Op—Mermaid Parade
Outrageous! That’s the word
that comes to mind when anyone mentions the Mermaid Parade. This annual Coney Island
event is celebrating its 31st
Anniversary. Although the parade through the streets and on
the boardwalk begins at 1 p.m.,
you’ll find better photo ops by
getting there around 11 a.m.,
purchasing a press pass for
$10, and shooting in the staging areas. You’ll be able to
mingle with the participants as
they prepare their floats, don
their scanty and/or intricate
costumes, and drench each
other with full body paints of
every color and description.
You’ll also be able to shoot the
parade of antique cars, among
many other oddities of the
area. The staging areas this
year are along Surf Avenue,
west of MCU Stadium, on 20th
and 21st Streets. Take the D, F,
N, or Q train to the Coney Island/Stillwell Avenue station.
If you thought the Village Halloween Parade was great, you
ain’t seen nothin’ yet—and this
is all in the daylight!

32

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

* Monday, June 20
Executive Committee Meeting

Central Terminal’s main rotunda at 11 a.m. We’ll take the
Metro North Railroad to Cold
The Club’s newly elected offiSpring. The ride will last about
cers (plus the President Emerione hour and 15 minutes. The
* Friday, June 24
tus) will meet to discuss the
Field Trip—Cold Springs
off-peak fare is $14, each way
future of the Club including
—senior rates are available.
next year’s program. The time The historic Village of Cold
Spring is a small community in Sign up at any Club meeting or
and place of the meeting
are yet to be determined. This southeastern New York that is by contacting the trip’s leaders:
situated on the east bank of the Rita Russo at 917-697-9664 or
meeting is open to the memHudson River only fifty miles <ritarusso23@gmail.com> and
bership on a limited basis—
north of Manhattan. The VilMarty Smith at 347-703-3905.
with voice but without vote. DePlease be sure to contact Rita
tails will appear in the next is- lage was established in 1846
and enjoyed a booming indus- or Marty if you must cancel at
sue of Photo Notes.
trial economy throughout the
the last minute.
19th Century with the success
of the West Point Foundry,
* Monday, June 27
which became famous for the
Club Meeting
manufacture of the Parrott
The Club will meet tonight for
Cannon of Civil War fame and an exciting, entertaining, and/
other munitions. The commu- or educational activity. Details
nity has since shifted from its
will appear in the next issue of
industrial past to an economy Photo Notes.
dependent on tourism. Main
* Thursday, June 23
Street is the focal point of a
Sunday, June 28
Expanding Visions 22
well-preserved National HisPhoto Op—Pride Parade
toric
District
and
is
lined
with
Tonight is the fourth field trip
The first Gay Pride March (aka
and assignment of the all new novelty and antique stores,
restaurants, residences, the Vil- Parade) was held in 1970 and
Expanding Visions 22 class.
has since become an annual
lage Hall and a fire departTake any Manhattan north/
civil rights demonstration.
ment. Residents and visitors
south bus or train to its 42nd
Over the years its purpose has
Street stop. You can either walk are attracted to the breathtakbroadened to include recognito Broadway, transfer to the #7 ing surroundings and small
town character, where they can tion of the fight against AIDS
train or the Shuttle train to
and to remember those lost to
enjoy a range of cultural and
Times Square, or take the
illness, violence, and neglect.
crosstown bus (M42) to get you recreational activities. We’ll
The March is a celebration of
meet at the clock in Grand
there. We meet at the heart of
lives and community. In 2015,
the city, on the north side of
there were over 325 unique
42nd Street, between Broadmarching contingents, repreway and 7th Avenue, at 6:30
senting a vast array of nonp.m. Tonight’s assignment is
profits, community organizaCamera Angles. This refers to
tions, corporate sponsors,
how you hold your camera
small businesses, political
when shooting— horizontally,
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vertically, or diagonally. This
assignment is about the hows,
whens, and whys.
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* Thursday, June 30
Expanding Visions 22

candidates, and activists. With
over 55 floats making the trek
down Fifth Avenue, last year’s
March was one of the largest
and most exciting in history.
This year’s is supposed to top
it! The March staging area
(always a good spot to get interesting photos) is at 5th Avenue and 36th Street. The kickoff is at 12 noon (get there earlier). The parade then heads
down 5th Avenue to 8th Street,
turns west, and ends up at
Greenwich and Christopher
Streets, in front of Stonewall
(where it all started).
Wednesday, June 29
Photo Event—Sierra Photo
The New York City Sierra
Club’s Photography Committee is holding its meeting this
evening. The program for
tonight is a member’s night in
which each member can share
up to eight projected digital
images brought on a thumb/
flash, jump drive. See the
listing for May 25th for additional information on time,
place, and cost.

May 2016

Directions to Soho Photo

at 15 White Street, between
Avenue of the Americas and
Tonight is the second review
session/critique of the all new West Broadway. Take the #1
Expanding Visions 22nd class. train to the Franklin Street station (one stop below Canal
Please follow the instructions
Street). Walk one block north
in preparing your digital images for projection. There will on West Broadway to White
street, make a right turn, and
be two sessions, the first
scheduled for 4:30 p.m. and the walk half a block to the gallery.
second to begin at 7 p.m. They Take the A, C, or E train to the
Canal Street station. Walk
will take place at the home of
south on Sixth Avenue/Church
our instructor, Chuck Pine.
Street 3 blocks to White Street,
[See below for directions.].
make a right turn, and walk
half a block to the gallery. Although a little bit longer walk,
take any other train to Canal
Street, walk west to Church
Street, and follow the directions immediately above.

Technology
Can we all just agree to ignore whatever comes after
Blu-ray? I don’t want to
have to restart my collection... again.
I keep some people’s
phone numbers in my
phone just so I know not to
answer when they call.
MapQuest really needs to
start their directions on
#5. I’m pretty sure I know
how to get out of my own
parking garage.
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Directions to the Pine’s
at 680 West End Avenue at
93rd Street, Apartment 5D.
Take the #1, 2, or 3, trains to
96th Street (exit at the south
end of the station) or the M7,
M11, or M104 bus to 93rd/94th
Streets. From the train or bus,
walk the few steps to 93rd
Street, make a right turn and
head west to the apartment entrance on the corner of West
End Avenue and 93rd Street.
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Judgment at Park West
Three judges will be scoring
our PDI and print images at
the Park West Camera Club’s
Year-End Competition on
Monday night, June 6th. They
are Jim Cummins, Larsen
Harley, and Doug Schwab.
Short biographies of our three
judges follow along with examples of their photography:
Jim Cummins is an American
photographer known for his
work in music (his work appeared on over 900 album covers), journalism (including for

the New York Times, Life,
Rolling Stone, and Newsweek—
where his work earned a National Magazine Award), and
sports (he was a staff photographer for the National Basketball Association). Jim has
co-authored and been the
photographer for several
books including: Led Zeppelin
II; Led Zeppelin: Good Times, Bad
Times; Courtside— The Fans
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Guide To Pro Basketball; and Jimi
Hendrix: Voodoo Child of The
Aquarian Age. He has taught
photojournalism at Seton
Hall University and at John Jay
College and continues to work
in photojournalism. Find out
more about Jim at <www.jamescummingsphotography.com>
Larson Harley is a born and
raised New Yorker, currently
living in Brooklyn. He is a
commercial and fine art photographer, photo instructor,
and adventurer. He has exhibited in area galleries, and traveled some of America’s most
treasured landscapes on his
own and with the Canon Photography in the Parks program. Larson has been teaching for seven years to adults
and children of all ages, in studio and on location in New
York and Philadelphia. His
personal work is a mix of portraiture, street, and landscape
photography. You can find

Larson at home in the subterranean jungle of the NYC
Subway, or in the open deserts
of the West. His website is
<www.larsonharley.com>
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Doug Schwab is an artist, photographer, and educator living
and working in Brooklyn, NY.
He has taught photography at
Adelphi University and Pratt
Institute among other schools
and colleges. Currently he is an

Assistant Professor of Photography at Brooklyn, College.
Doug is the author of Process
Driven Photography, a collection
of his prints. He utilizes a variety of photographic processes
that were the result of the flurry of experimentation in the
early days following the announcement of photography’s invention. He
presents an array of his
images where the printing
technique harmonizes
seamlessly with image
content to create an additional layer of appreciation. Learn more about
Doug at his website
<www.dougschwabphotography.com>
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